Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30529682_0004 


COMPENDIU 


Of  Authentic  and  Entertaining 

o 


Digefted  in  a  Chronological  Series. 

The  whole  exhibiting 

A  cjear  View  of  the  Customs,'  Manners, 
Religion,  Government,  Commerce, 
and  Natural  History  of  molt  Nations 
in  the  Known  World. 

Illuftrated  and  adorned  with  a  Variety  of  genuine  Charts, 
Maps,  Plans,  Heads,  Sec.  curioully  engraved. 


VOL.  IV. 


LONDON: 


Printed  for  R.  and  J.  Dodsley;  Jo.  Rivington; 
Ja.  Rivington  and  J.  Fletcher  ;  W.  Johnston  ; 
W.  Strahan  j  and  T.  [efferys. 

MDCCLVX. 


<\§  1) 


r 


fca\ 

I  HISTOKIOAL  j 
\  MEOfOAL  / 


mini  imiiiH  IIP  »»»»»  ™ 


^rtliEaZf 
I- and 


Smith#  Tnle. 
Crop  Hoa 

CKaxles  II 


Witchers  X 


'om ■ 


A 


COLLECTION 

O  F 

VOYAGES.* 


A  brief  Narrative  of  the  wonderful 
Prefervation  of  Eight  Men,  who  were 
left  behind  by  their  Ship’s  Company 
in  the  Year  1630,  on  the  Coaft  of 
Greenland,  . 


N  the  year  1630,  three  fhlps  were  fent  by 
the  Rufiia  company  of  London,  to  fifh  for 
whale  and  fea-morfe  upon  the  Greenland 
coaft ;  one  -of  them  was  called  the  Saluta¬ 
tion,  which  having  arrived  with  a  fair  wind 
at  the  place  ofher  deflination,  after  a  few  days  cruize, 
fent  her  fhallop  afhore  with  eight  mqi  to  catch  veni- 
fon,  furnifhing  them  with  a  brace  of  dogs,  a  firelock, 
two  lances,  and  a  tinder-box;  jfhe  at  that  time  ri¬ 
ding  within  four  leagues  of  Black-point,  and  five  of 
Maiden-paps,  a  place  noted  for  plenty  of  excel¬ 
lent  deer. 

On  the  15  th  of  June,  it  being  a  fine  clear  day, 
the  fhallop  made  the  land  in  about  four  hours  ;  and 
her  men  going  afhore  foon  killed  fourteen  good  deer  ; 
after  which  fuccefs,  being  quite  fatigued,  what  with 
Vol.  IV.  *  B  rowing 
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rowing  .and  what  with  hunting,  they  fat  down  to 
a  meal  of  fuch  victuals  as  they  had  brought 
with  them ;  then  night  coming  on,  they  agreed  to 
reft  juft  where  they  were,  being  all  of  opinion  it 
would  be  dangerous,  and  perhaps  to  no  purpofe, 
to  feek  the  veffel  in  the  dark. 

Next  morning,  the  weather  being  thick,  the 
■wind  driving  hard  at  fouth,  and  much  ice  be¬ 
twixt  the  fhore  and  the  ftiip,  ftie  was  forced  to 
fheer  farther  to  feaward,  out  of  fight  of  the  fhallop  ; 
and  this  motion,  for  which  the  men  of  the  Ihallop 
could  not  account,  giving  them  fome  alarm,  they 
thought  it  their  beft  courfe  to  hunt  along  the 
fhore  till  they  came  to  Green  Harbour,  where  an- 
other  of  the  concert  fhips  was  ftationed,  with  which 
they  unanimoufty  agreed  it  was  beft  to  flay  till  they 
fhould  hear  tidings  of  their  own  fhip,  which  they 
had  fome  reafon  to  fear  was  inclofed  among  the 
drift-ice. 

-  In  their  way  to  Green  Harbour,  keeping  clofe 
to  the  fhore,  they  brought  down  eight  more  deer, 
all  which  they  put  on  board  the  fhallop  :  but  on 
the  17th,  when  they  reached  their  intended  point, 
to  their  great  mortification,  they  found  the  other 
fhip  was  departed  ;  a  misfortune  not  more  un- 
expefied  than  furprifmg,  as  it  was  certain  fhe 
had  not  a  fufficient  flock  of  provifion  for  a  home¬ 
ward  bound  voyage.  However,  as  it  wanted  but 
three  days  of  the  time  limited  for  the  fhips  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  coaft,  they  were  extremely  uneafy, 
fully  knowing  the  ill  confequences  of  a  delay ;  and 
this  determined  them  to  endeavour  to  reach  Bell- 
Sound,  which  was  a  place  appointed  as  a  general 
rendezvous.  And  to  lighten  the  fhallop  that  fhe 
might  make  more  way,  they  heaved  all  their  veni- 
fon  overboard.  From  Green  Harbour  to  Bell  Sound 
they  computed  the  diftance  to  be  fixteen  leagues, 
and  that  night  reached  the  point  of  NefTe,  which 
they  fuppofed  to  be  about  half  way  7  but  here  they 
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were  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  in  a  pretty  fecure 
Ration,  between  two  rocks,  there  being  fo  thick  a 
fog  abroad,  that  they  could  not  fee  at  above  a  foot 
from  them.  But  the  weather  clearing  up,  about 
noon  next  day,  they  left  this  cove,  and  laboured 
hard  at  the  oars  without  coming  in  fight  of  Bell- 
Sound,  which  they  overfhot  at  lead  ten  leagues 
to  the  fouthward,  towards  Horn  Sound :  nor  will 
this  miftake  appear  very  wonderful,  if  we  confi* 
der  that  they  had  no  compafs  on  board,  nor  one 
man  who  was  right  fure  of  the  land  when  he  faw 
it. 

However,  after  fome  deliberation,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  they  had  gone  too  far  fouthward  ;  up¬ 
on  which,  in  fpite  of  the  oblfinate  perfuafion  of 
William  Fakely  the  gunner,  they  went  upon  a 
northward  tack,  which  was  the  right  courfe, 
and  foon  brought  them  up  within  two  miles 
of  the  point ;  when  the  weather  being  clear,  the 
high  land  was  very  plain;  which  William  Fakely 
narrowly  obferving,  darted  up  in  a  paffion,  and 
told  the  company,  he  was  fure  they  were  upon  a 
wrong  courfe,  for  the  land  before  them  had  not 
the  fmalled  appearance  of  Bell-Sound  ;  upon  which 
the  boat's  crew  was  once  again  unhappily  perfuaded 
to  deer  away  to  the  fouthward,  a  circimi fiance 
which  was  the  caufe  of  their  fubfequent  misfortunes. 

Having  continued  a  long  while  in  this  courfe, 
the  people  began  in  earned  to  think  that  Bell- 
Sound  could  not  lye  to  the  fouthward;  for  which 
reafon  they  refolved  again  to  go  north,  a  refolu- 
tion  which  irritated  the  opinionated  gunner  fo 
much,  that  he  refufed  to  deer  any  longer  ;  and 
abandoned  the  guiding  oar  to  the  care  of  Edward 
Pelham.  The  fhallop  ran  before  the  wind,  which 
was  large,  and  on  the  2 1  d  came  in  fight  of  the 
Sound,  out  of  which  the  wind  jud  then  coming 
about,  •  blew  at  ead  north -ead,  fo  that  they  were 
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forced  to  take  in  their  fails,  and  apply  to  their 
oars,  by  the  help  of  which  they  came  two  miles 
within  the  fhore ;  where  they  coved,  being  ob¬ 
liged  either  to  do  fo,  or  drive  to  leeward. 

They  were  all  now  convinced  not  only  that  this 
was  Bell-Sound,  but  that  it  was  the  very  place  on 
which  they  had  a  few  days  before  turned  their 
backs  ;  even  William  Fakely  being  obliged  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  fame  truth  :  they  fir  ft  fought  a  con¬ 
venient  harbour  for  the  fhallop,  in  which  having  fe- 
cured  her,  two  of  the  failors  were  difpatched  over 
land  to  the  tent  at  Bell-Sound,  which  was  ten 
miles  from  them,  to  fee  if  there  were  any  figns  of 
the  Blips,  of  which  they  had  but  little  hope,  as  there 
had  been  a  fair  wind  for  them  outward,  and  the  time 
allotted  for  their  flay  here  was  expired.  The 
mefTengers  returned  without  being  able  to  bring 
any  news  of  the  Blips  ;  however,  they  refolved  to 
leave  no  place  untried,  where  there  was  a  proba¬ 
bility  of  the  Blips  flaying ;  wherefore  they  agreed 
to  vifit  Bottle-Cove,  about  three  leagues  diflant  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Sound,  which  place  they  reach¬ 
ed  the  2 ad,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  for  there  was  not 
the  1-eafl  hope  of  confolation  or  relief. 

After  a  mature  and  melancholy  fcene  of  delibe¬ 
ration,  the  refult  of  which  was  only  a  mutual  ex¬ 
hortation  of  each  other  to  rely  upon  the  divine 
protection,  and  bear  undauntedly  the  diflreffes 
that  feerned  to  threaten  them,  it  was  refolved  to 
feek  the  bell  means  poffible  of  fecuring  themfelves 
from  the  attacks  of  the  winter ;  and  the  horrid 
ihconveniencies,  to  v,  hich,  thus  void  of  all  ne- 
ceiTaries  and  comforts,  they  muft  neceffarily  be  ex- 
pofed.  The  firfl  great  flep  towards  this  fecurity, 
was  judged  to  belaying  in  a  flock  of  proviBon,  for 
which  purpofe  it  was  generally  agreed  to  go  to 
Green  Harbour  to  kill  venifon  with  the  firfl  fair 
Ww  ather. 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly  they  put  out  the  fliallop,  fleering 
for  that  place,  Auguil  the  2$th,  and  the  wind 
being  very  favourable,  they  arrived  at  it  in  twelve 
hours.  Here  fixing  their  oars  fall  in  the  ground 
and  throwing  over  them  the  fail  of  the  final- 
lop,  they  formed  a  poor  fort  of  a  tent,  and 
repofed  under  it  for  that  night ;  which  being 
very  fair  and  clear,  they  took  but  a  fiiort  nap  ; 
but  rofe  betimes  to  fet  out  for  Cole’s  Park,  a 
place  whither  they  went  by  advice  of  Thomas 
Ayres,  who  knew  it  to  be  well  flored  with  ve'ni- 
fon  ;  and  here  they  not  only  killed  feven  deer,  but 
four  bears  the  fame  day ;  ail  which  they  intended 
to  fiore  up  for  food. 

But  the  weather  beginning  to  grow  cloudy  and 
unfit  for  hunting,  they  made  the  befl  of  their  way 
back  to  Green  Harbour,  where  they  eredled  a 
tent,  as  before  defcribed,  of  their  fails  and  oars, 
and  having  eat  of  fuch  food  as  they  had,  fiept 
pretty  well  for  that  night.  Next  morning,  it 
being  fair  dry  weather,  leaving  John  Dawes 
and  William  Fakely,  to  take  care  of  the  tent, 
and  prepare  victuals  to  refrefh  them  at  their 
return,  they  went  on  board  the  fhallop,  and 
fleered  towards  Cole’s  Park ;  where  they  had 
not  been  long,  before  they  killed  fix  deer 
with  the  help  of  their  dogs,  out  of  feven  which 
they  faw  feeding  on  the  fide  of  a  hill.  As 
the  weather  was  dull,  they  did  not  now  choofe  to 
go  farther  than  this  hill,  round  which  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  fkirt  all  day,  bringing  down  fix  deers 
more  ;  but,  night  drawing  on  apace,  with  wind 
and  rain,  they  made  what  hafle  they  could  to 
their  lent  for  that  night,  where  they  continued 
ali  the  enfuing  day,  it  being  cold,  wet  and  fiormy. 

On  the  fhore  they  found  another  fliallop, 
belonging  to  the  company’s  Chips,  which  always 
leave  two  or  three  behind  them  ;  on  board  of  this 
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therefore  and  their  own  together,  having  Rowed 
their  provifion,  which  confided  of  bears,  venifon, 
and  the  greaves  of  the  whales  that  had  been  boiled 
here  this  year,  they  divided  themfelves  into  two 
companies,  intending  for  Bell  Sound,  where  they 
had  determined  to  winter.  But  the  approach  of 
night  prevented  them  from  proceeding  for  that 
time  ;  and  the  next  day  being  Sunday,  they  chofe 
not  to.,  dir  out,  but  rather  to  keep  the  fabbath 
with  proper  refpedt ;  and  fet  off  in  the  morning, 
with  fine  weather,  but  then  they  could  reach  only 
half  way  on  Monday;  and  on  Tuefday  came  to 
Bottle-Cove,  where  the  wind  being  high,  they 
remained  till  next  day.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
blew  fo  hard,  and  the  fea  ran  fo  high,  that  their 
fhallops,  ladled  to  each  other,  were  both  filled  with 
water,  and  the  provifions  not  only  wetted,  but 
fome  of  it  a  flu  ally  waflied  over  board ;  fo  that 
they  were  obliged  to  wade  to  recover  them  as 
well  as  their  fhallops,  which  by  main  drength 
they  heaved  upon  the  fhore,  where  they  fadened 
them  with  a  hawfer  and  grapnels ;  and  here  they 
refolved  to  let  them  lie  till  the  wind  fhould  come 
about  to  favour  their  expedition  to  Bell  Sound ; 
which  they  made  without  any  fmider  accident  on 
the  3d  of  September. 

■  Here  their  fird  care  was  to  unlade  their  provifi- 
011,  and  lay  it  up  carefully  in  their  tent,  that  be¬ 
ing  the  place  dedined  for  their  winter  habitation  ; 
but  it  is  necedary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  this 
was  a  tent  very  different  from  that  which  they  had 
before  contrived  to  make  out  of  the  fhailop’s  fails 
and  oars.  For  this  was  a  kind  of  houfe  built  by 
Flemmings,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the  low  countries 
merchant  fhips  as  purfued  the  fifhery  on  this  coad; 
It  was  compofed  of  timber  pretty  fubdantially 
joined  and  covered  with  Flemmifh  tiles,  it  was  about 
eighty  feet  long  and  fifty  broad,  its  principal  ufe 

being 
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being  to  fhelter  the  coopers,  while  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  making  calks  for  the  train  oil. 

The  weather  being  now  become  cold,  and 
the  frofts  fevere,  there  was  no  venturing  another 
voyage  to  Green  Harbour  at  any  rate,  left  the 
Sound  fhould  be  fo  frozen  as  to  hinder  their  re¬ 
turn  by  fea ;  and  by  land  it  was  too  rugged  and 
mountanous  to  be  attempted  :  fo  that  they  were 
obliged  for  this  time  to  give  over  all  farther 
thoughts  of  deer  hunting,  and  apply  themfeives  to 
making  their  habitation  as  warm  and  compadl  as 
circumftances  would  admit.  For  this  purpofe, 
they  bethought  them  of  making  a  leffer  tent  within 
the  great  one ;  and  were  fupplied  with  deal 
boards,  polls,  and  rafters,  from  a  fmall  one  built 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  other,  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  company’s  oil.  The  chimneys 
of  the  furnaces  furnilhed  them  with  bricks,  and  by 
great  good  luck  they  found  four  hogfheads  of  fine 
lime,  which  mixed  with  the  fea-fand  made  an  ex¬ 
cellent  cement. 

While  Fakely  and  Pelham  were  employed  in 
building  a  wall  of  the  thicknefs  of  one  brick  with¬ 
in  the  great  tent  againft  the  inner  planks,  all  the 
reft  laboured  at  their  different  appointments  ;  for 
while  one  pulled  down  the  chimneys,  another 
cleaned  the  bricks,  and  a  third  carried  them  in 
bafkets  to  the  mafons ;  on  the  other  hand  was  one 
tempering  the  mortar,  a  fecond  forming  the  boards, 
and  another  curing  venifon.  As  their  bricks  only 
ferved  to  raife  two  Tides  of  the  new  building, 
they  were  obliged  to  make  the  other  two  with 
wood ;  accordingly  they  erefled  their  pofts, 
which  were  a  foot  in  diameter,  at  proper  diftan- 
ces  one  from  another,  and  nailed  boards  on  each 
fide,  fo  that  the  middle  was  a  hollow,  which  they 
filled  up  with  lime  and  fand  rammed  in  as  hard  as 
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poflible,  whereby  the  air  was  efFedlually  kept  out,  . 
and  the  place  made  furprizingly  warm. 

The  whole  was  covered  with  deals  interlin¬ 
ing  each  other  five  or  fix  times,  and  leaving  not 
the  {mailed:  cranny  open  ;  the  chimney  was  a  vent 
into  the  greater  tent,  which  ferved  them  at  the 
fame  time  by  way  of  window ;  for  they  had 
removed  a  few  tiles  from  the  top,  and  made 
thereby  a  hole  that  admitted  light,  and  gave  paf- 
fage  to  the  fmoak.  The  door  they  lined  with  a 
bed,  that  when  it  was  fhut,  quite  flopped  up  all 
the  chinks. 

The  next  work  they  went  upon  was  making 
four  cabins,  wherein  they  chummed  two  and  two, 
the  deer  fkins  dried  making  a  very  warm  and 
agreeable  fort  of  bed  ;  for  firing,  they  pulled  in 
pieces  feven  old  unferviceable  fhallops  that  lay 
upon  the  fhore,  and  piled  the  pieces,  with  fome 
other  fuel  they  had  collected,  over  the  beams, 
whereby  they  provided  againfl  the  fnow’s  coming 
quite  down  on  them,  fhould  it  by  any  chance  pe¬ 
netrate  thro’  the  tiles. 

The  days  now  growing  cold,  or  rather  the 
nights,  for  day-light  there  was  fcarcely  any,  they 
kept  good  fires,  and  in  order  to  make  the  mod  of 
their  fuel,  when  they  went  to  red,  they  raked  up 
all  the  afhes  and  embers  together  over  a  piece  of 
elm,  which  when  opened,  after  lying  perhaps  fix- 
teen  hours,  yielded  a  very  great  heat ;  and  by  thefe 
means  with  proper  care,  their  fuel  iaded  eight 
months,  during  which  their  fire  never  once  went 
out. 

September  the  12th,  there  came  fome  drift  ice 
into  the  Sound,  upon  one  piece  of  which  fpying 
two  fea  horfes  fad  afleep,  they  put  out  the 
boat,  and  taking  an  old  harpoon  and  a  rope,  ap¬ 
proached  them  gently  that  they  might  not  wake  un¬ 
til  they  were  very  near ;  when  William  Fakely  made 

fo 
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\  , 

fo  excellent  a  Rroke  at  the  old  one,  that  the  harpoon 
Ruck  fad  in  her,  and  fhe  could  not  difengage  her- 
felf,  but  was  foon  killed  with  a  lance,  as  was  alfo 
the  young  one  whofe  affection  for  its  parent  was 
fuch,  that  it  fwarn  clofe  to  the  boat  when  the  body 
of  its  dam  was  taken  in  ;  nor  did  it  fhew  the  flight¬ 
ed:  inclination  to  efcape.  They  were  foon  haled 
afhore,  and  when  roafled  afforded  a  mod:  plentiful 
meal. 

The  19th  of  September,  there  were  many  others 
in  the  Sound,  but  they  being  more  watchful,  only 
one  of  them  was  taken.  . 

About  the  10th  of  October,  the  cold  grew  very 
bitter,  the  feas  were  frozen  as  far  as  the  eye'  could 
ftretch ;  and  as  their  cloaths  began  to  be 
tattered,  and  thofe  were  warmed:  which  were  in 
the  belt  condition,  they  made  needle^  of  whale¬ 
bone,  and  thread  out  of  rope-yarn,  with  which 
they  did  their  bed  endeavour  to  keep  their  rag? 
together.  From  one  of  the  coolers  they  ripped  a 
piece  of  lead,  of  which  making  a  fort  of  lamp, 
they  put  into  it  feme  rope  yarn  for  candlewick ; 
and  fupplying  it  with  oil  found  in  the  cooper’s  tent, 
made  a  light  which  was  very  comfortable. 

From  a  neighbouring  clift  there  ran  a  condant 
dream,  which  failing  into  a  fort  of  refervoir  near 
at  hand,  ferved  them  for  drink,  as  they  took  care 
to  clear  away  the  ice  from  it  daily  with  their  pick- 
axes  ;  and  this  agreeable  refrediment  they  enjoyed 
till  January,  when  the  frod  became  fo  hard,  they 
were  deprived  of  it,  and  forced  to  have  recourfe  to 
fnow-water  melted  with  hot  irons. 

About  the  latter  end  of  September,  finding 
there  was  little  probability  of  increafing  their 
dock  of  provifions,  except  now  and  then  with  a 
chance  bear,  they  were  obliged  to  hufband  what 
they  had  in  the  manner  following ;  they’ dinted 
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themfelves  to  one  reafonable  meal'  of  flefh  a  day., 
for  four  days  in  the  week  ;  and  Wednefdays  and 
Fridays  they  fed  upon  the  greaves  of  whales, 
which  are  fuch  fcraps  of  fat  as  are  generally  dung 
away,  when  the  oyl  is  preffed  out  of  them  ;  and 
this  food  they  continued  to  eat  regularly  about  three 
months :  when  they  were  obliged  to  retrench 
another  day  from  eating  flefh,  which  began  to 
run  fhort ;  and  for  fear  their  fuel  fliould  alfo  fail, 
they  roafted  half  a  deer  every  day,  and  flowed  it 
in  hogfheads ;  however,  they  left  a  quarter  raw  to 
roaft,  and  eat  hot  every  Sabbath  day,  Chriftmafsy 
and  other  feflivals. 

From  Offober  the  14th,  to  February  the  3d,, 
the  fun  was  never  once  to  be  feen,  but  the  moon 
fhone  often  with  great  brightnefs,  except  when 
the  fky  was  over  caff  ;  and  indeed  the  winter  wea¬ 
ther  here  in  general  is  dull,  thick,  and  foggy : 
there  was  a  fort  of  twilight  from  the  month  of 
Odlober,  to  the  1  ft  of  December,  which  was  to¬ 
tally  eciipfed  till  the  20th,  all  that  time  being  one 
entire  night ;  but  about  the  iff  of  January,  there 
was  fome  vifible  appearance  of  day  again. 

Pelham,  from  whofe  journal  we  have  taken  this 
account,  tells  us  that  they  had  no  almanack  to  di- 
ref!  them  how  the  feafons  pafl ;  but  that  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  divide  the  time  into  hours  and  days 
as  well  as  he  could  ;  and  by  adding  a  fuppofect 
day  to  the  epaft,  he  found  the  moon’s  age,  and  he 
fays,  he  was  fo  right  in  his  calculation  that  he 
agreed  exaflly  in  the  clay  of  the  month  that  he 
reckoned  with  the  fleet  that  came  to  their  relief. 

By  the  latter  end  of  January,  they  found  the 
day  eight  hours  long,  but  they  were  fomething 
difpirited,  when  on  examining,  there  appeared  not 
more  than  fix  weeks  provifons  ;  however,  the  3d 
of  February  being  a  fair  clear  day,  and  the  fun 
Alining  with  great  lu'ilre,  a  die  bear  with  her 

cub 
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cub  approached  their  tent  in  fearch  of  prey,  and 
nothing  intimidated  by  their  appearance,  advanced 
upon  them,  and  was  foon  killed,  but  the  cub  e- 
fcaped. 

Having  finifhed  this  valuable  day’s  work,  they 
retired  to  warm  themfelves ;  then  they  tallied 
out  again  to  cut  up  the  carcafs ;  which  being  di¬ 
vided  into  importable  pieces,  they  ftored  in  their 
tent.  On  this  they  lived  for  twenty  days,  it  be- 
ing  good  flefh,  and  far  beyond  their  venifon ; 
but  it  was  remarkable  that  the  liver  made  their 
fkins  peel  off :  and  this  excoriation,  Pelham 
remarks,  was  of  fpecial  fervice  to  him ;  fmce 
with  a  new  fkin  he  acquired  new  health,  and  re¬ 
covered  from  a  bad  fit  of  ficknefs. 

After  this  period  they  killed  feveral  others, 
among  which  was  one  at  leaft  fix  feet  high,  and  they 
roafied  the  fiefii  upon  wooden  fpits,  or  fried  it  in 
a  pan,  which  they  found  in  the  tent ;  the  fiefii 
they  thought  equal  to  any  beef;  and  now  provi- 
fions  being  plenty,  they  no  longer  laid  themfelves 
under  any  refiriffions,  but  had  two  or  three 
meals  a  day,  which  made  them  in  a  fhort  time 
ffirong,  active,  and  healthy.  As  the  days 
lengthened,  and  the  weather  grew  fine,  they  had 
plenty  of  fowls;  but  on  the  i6th  of  March,  one 
of  their  mafrives  went  out,  and  never  returned  ; 
nor  could  they  *  ever  find  out  what  became  of 
him.  By  this  time  foxes  began  to  be  numerous, 
for  which  they  laid  traps,  and  caught  upwards  of 
fifty,  to  their  great  fatisfaffion . 

The  fowl  that  is  commoneft  about  Bell-Sound,, 
comes  there  to  breed  upon  the  hills  in  the  fpring 
feafon ;  it  feeds  upon  fifh,  and  is  about  the  bignefs 
of  a  duck,  but  the  legs  are  placed  fo  clofe  under 
its  rump,  that  if  it  chance  to  alight  upon  the 
land,  the  weight  of  its. body  prefies  them  down, 
and  almoft  difables  them  from,  rifing ;  yet,  when 
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in  the  water,  they  feem  to  be  in  their  natural  ele¬ 
ment ;  thefe  fowls  were  caught  in  a  trap  made  of 
whalebone,  and  covered  over  with  a  bear  fkin, 
the  flefhy  fide  turned  outward  ;  their  fkins  were 
good  bait  for  the  fox  traps. 

The  weather  growing  pretty  warm  in  May, 
they  were  able  to  go  out  daily  in  fearch  of  provi- 
fion  ;  but  they  faw  nothing  worth  while  till  the 
24th,  when  they  ilarted  a  buck,  at  which  they  fet 
their  dog  ;  but  he  was  fo  fat  and  lazy,  that  he  let 
it  efcape. 

That  fame  day  they  found  a  large  quantity  of 
birds  eggs  in  the  hills,  thirty  of  which  they 
brought  home  with  them ;  intending  to  have 
gone  out  the  enfuing  morning  and  gathered  above 
a  thoufand  ;  but  it  was  fo  cold,  they  were  forced 
to  flay  within,  and  fo  were  deprived  of  ^  their 
ufual  exercife,  which  was  to  climb  the  top  of  a 
neighbouring  mountain  to  fee  if  the  ice  broke 
in  the  Sound.  This  was  now  the  cafe,  and  a 
great  part  of  it  was  driven  to  fea  by  an  eafterly 
wind. 

May  the  25th,  the  fharpnefs  of  the  weather 
preventing  them  from  making  a  fally,  they  were 
fhut  up  clofe  in  their  tent,  when  two  fhips  from 
Hull  flood  into  the  Sound  ;  and  knowing  that  fome 
men  had  been  left  there  the  preceding  year,  the 
mailer  manned  his  boat,  and  fent  her  afliore  to 
inquire  about  their  fate.  Here  the  firfl  thing  they 
found  upon  landing,  was  the  fhallop,  which  had  been 
fitted  out  to  go  upon  chacing  fea-horfes  when  the 
weather  permitted ;  they  were  furprized  to  find 
her  in  fuch  good  trim,  but  could  fcarcely  hope 
that  their  fellow  failors  were  alive  :  however,  they 
advanced  towards  the  tent,  and  cried  hey,  as  they 
approached  ;  nor  were  they  a  little  aflonifhed  at 
being  anfwered ;  for,  Thomas  Ayres  being  in  the 
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outer  tent  was  the  PrP  who  heard  them,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  returned  their  fignal. 

The  found  of  voices  alarmed  and  gave  new 
fpirit  to  thofe  who  were  within ;  they  Parted  up 
with  great  alacrity,  and  opening  their  door  rufhed 
out  at  once  in  a  body,  making  a  moil  uncooth  ap¬ 
pearance,  for  they  were  all  black  with  foot  and 
fmoke,  and  their  cloaths  hung  in  tatters  :  after  the 
Hull  men  had  given  way  a  little  to  their  amazement, 
they  embraced  thefe  poor  people  with  glad  hearts, 
and  accompanied  them  to  their  dwelling,  the  con¬ 
trivance  of  which  was  wonderful  and  pleafing ; 
and  here  out  of  civility  they  partook  of  the  fare  of 
the  houfe,  drinking  a  glafs  of  cold  water,  and 
taping  a  bit  of  venifon,  that  had  been  roaPed  four 
months  before. 

When  they  had  rePed  a  little,  and  fatisfied  their 
curiofity  in  examining  the  ingenious  methods 
their  brethren  had  put  in  praflife  to  keep  out  the 
froP,  and  preferve  the  connexion  of  foul  and 
body  ;  they  all  joined  and  went  on  board  of  one  of 
the  (hips  together,  where  Pelham  and  his  compa¬ 
nions  were  treated  with  great  humanity  and  ten- 
dernefs.  In  three  days  the  fhips  to  which  they 
belonged  came  into  the  Sound,  and  each  man  re¬ 
turned  to  his  proper  birth  ;  but  one  Mafon,  to 
whom  Fakeiy,  Ayres,  and  two  others  belonged, 
was  brutal  enough  to  falute  them  with  very  abu- 
five  language,  and  call  them  runaways  and  defer- 
ters.  Mr.  Pelham’s  captain,  whofe  name  was 
Goodler,  behaved  to  him  and  the  others  very 
kindly.  They  all  left  this  place  about  the  20th  of 
AuguP,  and  had  a  profperous  voyage  home; 
where  the  Ruffia  company,  in  whole  fervice  they 
had  failed,  made  them  all  fufficient  amends  for  the 
diPreffes  they  had  endured. 


A  Jour* 


Journal  kept  by  feven  Sailors,  who 
wintered  in  the  Me  of  St.  Maurice 
in  Greenland,  where  they  died 
anno  1634. 

£  Greenland  company  in  Holland  being 
refolved  upon  puShing  their  difcoveries  as 
-*»-  far  as  poffible  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
whence  they  took  their  name,  particularly  with 
refpedt  to  the  variation  of  the  weather,  and  other 
curious  matters  that  might  contribute  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  aftronomy,  and  tend  to  the  advan¬ 
cing  the  eafe  of  commerce ;  feven  bold  Spirited 
failors  freely  offered  to  winter  there,  and  keep  an 
exaft  journal  of  their  observations  of  every  kind. 

Thefe  were  accordingly  left  on  the  ifland  of  St. 
Maurice  in  Greenland,  Augufl  the  26th.  1633,  the 
fleet  bearing  away  for  Holland  with  the  wind 
at  north-eafl,  and  a  hollow  fea  which  continued  all 
night.  On  the  27th,  there  did  not  appear  the  lead: 
darknefs  during  the  whole  night;  on  the  28th  it 
fnowed  very  hard,  they  Shared  half  a  pound  of 
tobacco  a  man  between  them,  which  was  to  be  a 
week’s  allowance,  and  walked  out  in  the  evening 
to  make  observations,  but  Saw  nothing  remarkable. 

The  29th  was  a  dear  fun  Shiny  day,  and  from  a 
high  hill,  which  they  often  climbed  when  the 
weather  permitted,  they  difcovered  the  Bear- 
Mountain  very  plainly.  The  night  of  the  30th 
was  cloudy,  but  that  of  the  31ft  was  clear  and 
ftarry,  with  a  frefn  gale  from  the  north-eafh 
From  the  ill  to  the  7th  of  September,  the  wea¬ 
ther 
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ther  was  pretty  tollerable,  with  fome  flying  flow- 
ers  of  fnow  and  rain  ;  but  on  the  8  th,  the  wind  com¬ 
ing  about  to  the  fouth-eaft,  it  rained  very  heavily  ; 
however  it  cleared  up  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  night,  which  was  fair  and  Itar- 
light,  they  were  alarmed  with  a  dreadful  noife,  as 
if  fomething  enormoufly  heavy  had  fallen  near  them 
on  the  ground  ;  for  which,  as  it  had  no  vifible 
Confequence,  they  could  not  poffibly  account. 

On  the  9th,  the  fun  (hone  fo  very  warm,  that  they 
flripped  into  their  fhirts  to  be  cool  ;  however,  it 
rained  in  the  evening;  and  they  had  changes  of 
this  fort  frequently  to  the  17th,  fome  of  which 
time  they  employed  in  gathering  herbs  and  fallad- 
ing ;  and  faw  many  fea-gulls.  The  wind  then 
changed  to  fouth- weft,  and  the  fea  was  white  with 
foam  ;  but  the  night  was  very  calm.  On  the  18th 
it  rained  hard,  and  each  man  had  a  certain  mea- 
fure  of  brandy  delivered,  which  was  to  laft  him 
for  eleven  days. 

On  the  23d,  it  being  a  heavy  day,  and  the  wind 
at  eaft,  they  faw  a  whale  play  near  the  fhore,  on 
which  they  hoifted  out  their  lloop  and  purfued  it ; 
but  the  fky  darkening  fall,  and  a  thick  fog  with 
driving  rain  at  the  fame  time  coming  on,  favoured 
its  total  efcape.  The  2,6th,  the  weather  proved 
cold  and  frofly  with  the  wind  at  eaft,  and  they 
found  no  more  fallading ;  the  cold  rains,  which 
continued,  together  with  very  high  winds  from  va¬ 
rious  quarters,  having  rotted  it  in  the  ground. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  they  difcovered  a  fine 
fpring  of  frefh  water  on  the  fouth  part  of  the 
ifl-and,  and  it  froze  fo  hard  on  fome  ponds  even 
on  the  fouth  fide,  as  to  be  able  to  bear  a  man’s 
Weight ;  the  two  following  days  were  cold  and 
frofly  ;  but  the  5  th,  the  wind  being  at  fouth,  it  rain¬ 
ed  fo  hard,  that  they  could  not  flir  out  of  their  tents. 
However,  the  cold  froft  returned  with  the  fuc- 
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ceejding  morning,  and  the  8th  at  night  there  was  fo 
vio  ent  a  dorm,  that  they  feared  it  would  carry 
away  their  tents ;  which,  together  with  the  noife 
caufed  by  a  rough  hollow  fea,  kept  them  all  night 
from  deeping  ;  the  wind  veered  from  north  to 
north-ead,  and  was  fo  fierce,  that  no  fhip  would 
have  been  able  to  outride  it. 

The  cold  now  began  to  force  them  not  only  to 
make  fires,  but  to  keep  clofe  to  them,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  hang  their  linen  to  dry  under  co¬ 
ver  near  the  fire,  for  without  doors  it  froze  in  a 
minute  as  hard  as  a  board.  Befides,  they  found 
themfelves  much  altered  for  the  worfe,  being 
troubled  with  frequent  vertigoes. 

On  the  1 2th  they  had  high  winds,  hard  froff  and 
heavy  fnow,  and  a  barrel  of  bears  flefh  froze 
within  lefs  than  two  yards  of  the  fire.  On  the 
15th,  they  fallied  out  armed  with  harpoons,  lan¬ 
ces,  hangers,  and  other  offenfive  weapons  upon 
two  whales  that  were  thrown  afhore  ;  but  the  tide 
riling  too  fuddenly,  they  were  carried  off  with  it, 
not  without  having  received  fome  wounds. 

The  19th  they  faw  fome  ice  to  the  north  of  the 
fhore,  and  tho’  the  fun  was  up,  he  did  not  rife 
above  the  hill,  under  fhelter  of  which  they  had 
pitched  their  tents.  On  the  20th  they  faw  a  bear,, 
but  could  not  catch  him,  tho’  they  drove  hard  to 
overtake  him  ;  the  ice  feemed  to  increafe  at  fea,  the 
wind  continued  at  ead,  and  the  night  was  very  cold. 
The  25th  they  purfued  another  bear,  which  came 
clofe  to  their  tents,  but  he  outfkipped  their  utmoff 
fpeed.  It  now  continued  to  fnow  daily,  with  fome 
intermidions  of  fun  and  fair  weather,  but  the  cold 
increafed  gradually,  and  on  the  3 id  was  fo  fe- 
vere  as  to  fplit  feveral  veffels  that  held  liquids  ; 
there  was  not  the  lead  dgn  of  water,  and  the  bay 
and  fea  were  frozen  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  for  the 
eye  to  dr  etch. 


The 


WHO  WINTERED  IN  GREENLAND.  17 

The  2d  of  September  they  killed  a  bear,  fix  or 
feven  of  thefe  animals  having  come  down  towards 
the  tents  in  a  body  ;  however,  the  reft  fled  when  they 
faw  their  companion  fall,  and  faved  themfelves 
upon  the  ice,  where  they  could  not  be  followed ; 
and  thefe  voracious  creatures  began  to  grow  fo  nu¬ 
merous  after  night-fall,  in  general  about  the  tents, 
that  the  failors  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  Air  out ; 
and  were  forced  to  kindle  good  fires  in  their  but¬ 
tery  cellar  to  preferve  their  beer  and  other  liquors 
from  being  fpoiled  by  the  frofl.  On  the  3d,  the 
weather  being  tollerable,  they  fired  at  a  bear 
upon  the  ice,  and  killed  him,  then  they  haled 
the  body  homeward  with  a  good  Arong  rope. 
The  fnows  were  fo  heavy,  and  the  wind  fo  tempeAu- 
ous  on  the  5  th,  that  they  could  not  Air  abroad  : 
by  this  time  the  fea-gulls  were  all  retired,  their 
water  was  confumed,  and  in  its  place  they  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  ufe  melted  fnow. 

The  days  by  the  19th  began  to  grow  fo  fhort, 
that  they  had  not  fufficient  light  to  write  or  read 
in  their  tents,  a  circumAance  which  affefted  them 
with  melancholy:  dii  the  23d  they  fhot  a  bear 
which  efcaped  to  the  ice,  though  it  appeared  by 
the  track  of  his  blood  that  he  was  terribly  wound¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  feems  fo  very  Arong  is  this  animal,  that 
he  will  run  a  great  while  after  being  fhot  quite 
thro’  the  body. 

On  the  26th,  the  wind  being  to  the  fouthward, 
and  the  day  tolerably  mild,  the  ice  drove  out  of 
the  bay  faff  into  the  ocean :  for  two  or  three  days 
laA  paA,  they  had  feen  fome  fea-gulls,  which  as 
night  approached  retired  to  the  hills.  The  latter 
end  of  this  month  and  the  beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  it  was  fo  very  mild,  that  they  began  to  hope 
the  winter  now  would  not  be  much  more  fevere 
than  what  it  generally  was  in  Holland.  However, 
the  fro  A  returned  with  a  north-eafl  wind  on  the 

8th, 
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8  th,  ^nd  the  ice  began  again  to  increafe  every¬ 
where. 

For  fome  time  pad,  they  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured  to  catch  bear,  they  being  fo  fhy  that  it 
was  not  poffible  to  reach  them,  and  tho’  many 
of  them  had  been  wounded,  they  got  oft  on  the 
ice;  however,  on  the  12th,  one  of  the  men  had 
the  good  fortune  to  fhoot  one  thro’  the  head, 
which  expired  upon  the  fpot;  and  a  leg  of  it 
being  roaffed,  proved  a  moft  delicious  meal  to 
people,  who  had  for  a  confiderable  time  fed  on 
nothing  but  fait  meat ;  befides,  it  chanced  to  be 
young.  The  17th,  the  ice  feemed  to  be  forced 
back  into  the  bay  by  a  high  foutherly  wind, 
which  brought  down  many  fea-gulls  from  the 
hills,  which  made  the  fame  noife  they  do  in  Hol¬ 
land  in  May.  The  2 iff  it  froze  very  hard,  and 
the  blow  lying  deep  on  the  ground,  they  were 
forced  to  wade  thro’  it  in  boots:  the  day  was  fiill 
four  hours  long,  and  mod  part  of  the  month  of 
December,  the  weather  continued  fo  bad,  that  * 
they  were  fhut  up  whole  days  in  their  tents,  .with¬ 
out  daring  to  dir  out. 

They  began  the  new  year  as  merrily  as  their 
circumdances  would  permit,  and  went  regularly 
to  prayers  ;  the  cold  was  very  bitter,  and  the 
ice  in  the  bay  appeared  like  white  clifted  hills, 
from  the  tops  of  their  tents,  fo  large  were  the 
concretions.  Juft  by  them  on  the  13th  they  fa w 
a  bear,  and  one  man  had  the  pleafure  of  bringing 
him  down  With  the  firft  difcharge  of  a  fufee  ;  he 
was  drawn  into  their  fcent,  out  of  which  they  did 
not  care  to  venture,  with  ropes,  and  was  foon  flea’d 
and  drelfed  for  table,  being  a  very  welcome 
morfel. 

During  all  the  month  of  January,  the  fnows 
were  heavy,  and  the  frofts  fevere,  with  various 
gulls  of  bad  weather,  which  laded  ’till  February ; 

on 
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on  the  1 6th  of  which  month,  they  had  fight  of 
two  wild  fowl  fomethmg  like  geefe,  and  alfo  a 
falcon,  but  none  of  them  came  within  reach  of 
their  guns  :  and  by  this  time  the  bears,  as  if  in- 
llrufted,  from  the  treatment  of  their  companions 
what  they  were  to  expert,  became  fo  fhy,  that 
they  fled  at  the  moft  diflan t  fight  of  a  man.  The 
weather  underwent  various  changes  this  month, 
fometimes  thawing  with  the  wind  at  fouth,  then 
freezing  hard  with  the  wind  at  north -eaft. 

On  the  firfl  of  March  the  fun  ftione  a  little  upon 
their  tents,  and  it  rained  in  the  evening ;  the  wea¬ 
ther  that  enfued  was  cold  and  flormy  till  the  1  ith, 
when  it  was  calm  and  pleafant,  the  fun  yielding 
fome  heat ;  and  this  lafled  for  a  few  days,  with  the 
wind  at  fouth.  On  the  1 5th  they  fiiot  a  bear,  and 
hung  his  fkin  to  dry,  fprinkiing  fo  much  of  his 
flefli  as  they  could  not  immediately  devour  with 
fait  :  frefh  meat  of  any  fort  was  very  ferviceable  at 
prefen  t,  moft  of  them  being  infefled  with  the 
fcurvy  to  a  prodigious  degree ;  and  this  diforder  made 
fome  foxes  that  were  caught  in  traps  very  welcome. 
All  this  month  the  weather  was  tolerably  good,  the 
days  being  very  fine  ;  but  the  increafe  of  the  fcurvy, 
and  their  want  of  frefh  food,  made  them  very 
heartlefs  and  difpirited.  O11  the  28th,  and  29th, 
they  faw  whales  of  prodigious  fizes  in  the  bay, 
and  thefe  in  fuch  large  quantities,  that  had  they 
had  ftrength  to  hunt  them,  and  been  furnifhed 
with  proper  tools,  they  might  have  made  confide- 
rable  advantage  of  them.  But  in  their  prefent 
circumftances  nothing  was  to  be  done ;  befides, 
there  was  plenty  of  other  fifhes,  and  on  the  31ft 
they  faw  a  fhe  bear  with  three  cubs,  at  which  they 
fired  ineffectually :  there  were  alfo  four  or  five  whales 
in  the  bay,  which  were  near  being  ftranded  with 
the  ebb  ;  but  had  this  been  the  cafe,  it  would  have 
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been  of  little  comfort  to  them,  for  they  now  were 
too  weak  to  have  aflailed  them. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  they  were  fo  difabled  by 
the  fcurvy,  that  only  two  of  them  could  ftand  on 
their  feet,  and  thefe  killed  the  laft  two  pullets  that 
were  left,  which  they  gave  them,  hoping  that  with 
this  little  refrefhment  they  might  recruit  a  little. 
Great  part  of  this  month  they  faw  plenty  of  whales 
every  day,  but  the  weather  coming  about  again 
colder,  with  the  wind  at  north-eaff,  they  found  it 
difficult  to  move  out  of  their  tents,  for  the  difor- 
der  gained  upon  them  hourly.  And  on  the  16th, 
he,  whom  they  called  their  clerk,  and  who  wrote 
the journal  to  this  period,  died.  On  the  23d, it  rained 
a  little  with  a  Southerly  wind,  and  their  mifery  be¬ 
gan  to  be  extremely  deplorable,  for  they  were  fo 
reduced  as  to  be  unable  to  yield  either  themfelves 
or  their  companions  affiflance,  there  being  only 
one  among  them  that  could  move  about,  and  even 
he  could  go  but  very  badly.  On  the  23d,  their 
commander  died,  and  they  killed  their  dog  on  the 
27th,  which  was  but  a  poor  bit;  the  night  was 
fair  and  cloudy,  and  there  was  a  thaw  abroad  ; 
the  28th  the  ice  was  carried  out  to  fea,  and  the 
bay  left  quite  clear.  The  29th,  the  day  was 
cloudy  and  the  wind  was  pretty  high  from  the 
north,  and  at  night  it  blew  hard  from  the  north- 
eaft.  The  3 iff  was  a  clear  fun-fhiny  day. 

At  this  place  ends  the  journal,  which  was  found 
by  l'ome  Zealand  Ships  which  came  with  the  Green¬ 
land  fleet  hither  the  fame  year  ;  and  it  is  very  pro¬ 
bable,  the  poor  man  who  wrote  attended  it  till, 
being  no  longer  able  to  hold  his  pen,  and  he 
Scrawled  miferably,  he  retired  to  his  cabbin,  where 
he  reflgned  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  his  Creator. 

Soon  as  the  fleet  came  in  fight  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  Maurice,  which  was  the  4th  of  June,  1634, 
the  bailors  flrove  who  fhould  get  firR  to  fhore  to 
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vifit  their  companions,  of  whofe  welfare  they  had 
however  but  little  hopes,  not  feeing  them  on  the 
ftrand. 

On  entering  the  tents,  they  found  each  of  the 
poor  wretches  lying  dead  in  their  refpedfive  lockers, 
it  being  not  improbable  that  they,  who  furvived 
the  clerk,  died  in  the  beginning  of  May;  near 
one  of  them  Rood  fome  bread  and  cheefe,  on 
which  perhaps  he  had  fed  a  little  before  his 
death  ;  within  reach  of  another  lay  a  box  of  oint¬ 
ment,  with  which  it  was  fuppofed  he  rubbed  his 
teeth  and  gums,  his  hand  being  lifted  towards  his 
mouth  ;  and  not  far  off  lay  a  prayer  book. 

A  little  reflection  will  fliew  that  the  circum Ran¬ 
ees  of  thefe  people  mufl  have  been  truly  deplo¬ 
rable,  when  unable  to  help  each  other ;  and  as 
they  probably  languiflied  till  their  natural  heat  was 
extinguiihed  by  the  cold,  thofe  who  furvived  to 
the  laR  muR  have  been  the  moR  unhappy.  The 
principal  fource  of  their  deRruclion  was  the  feurvy, 
occafioned  by  their  having  no  victuals  to  feed  on, 
but  fuch  as  were  fait ;  by  this  their  limbs  became 
cramped,  and  being  thus  made  incapable  of  take- 
ing  fuch  exercife  as  was  proper  to  keep  the  blood 
in  motion,  they  foon  grew  Riff,  and  were  con¬ 
quered  by  the  cold  ;  which  was  not  fo  exceffive  but 
that  they  might  have  weathered  it,  had  they  been 
able  to  have  kept  themfelves  in  aftion,  and  re¬ 
pelled  the  diforder,  under  the  attacks  of. which 
they  perifhed. 

The  commodore  ordered  them  to  be  put  into 
coffins,  and  covered  with  fnow,  till  the  breaking 
of  the  ground  became  more  eafy  from  the  thaw, 
and 'graves  were  dug  for  them  as  foon  as  the  earth 
became  indifferently  foft ;  in  which  they  were  in¬ 
terred,  under  a  general  difeharge  of  the  cannon  of 
the  fleet,  on  the  24th  of  June,  being  St.  John’s 
day. 


A  fhort 


I 


A  fhort  Journal  kept  by  feven  Sailors, 
who  were  left  to  winter  at  Spitz- 
bergen,  anno  1634,  and  died  there 
in  the  Year  1635. 

I'N  the  year  1633,  ^ie  kme  Beet  that  fet  thofe 
unfortunate  men,  whom  we  have  juft  now 
treated  of,  afhore  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Maurice, 
landed  feven  others  on  the  very  fame  account  at 
Spitzbergen,  who  furvived,  and  were  brought 
back  in  1634  ;  their  place  being  fupplied  by  feven 
others,  who  voluntarily  chofe  alfo  to  winter  there ; 
they  were  Andrew  Johnfon  of  Middleburgh,  Cor¬ 
nelius  Thyffe  of  Rotterdam,  Jerom  Carcoen  of 
Deft’s  haven,  Tibbe  Jellis  of  Frifeland,  Nicholas 
Florifon  of  Hoom,  Adrian  johnfon  of  Deft,  and 
Fettje  Otters  of  Frifeland.  They  were  provided 
with  herbs,  phyfical  preparations,  meat,  drink 
and  all  necefiaries,  and  kept  a  journal  of  their  ob- 
fervations  as  long  as  they  were  able  ;  of  this  we 
fnall  here  give  as  fnort  and  expreffive  an  abJflradl  as 
poffible. 

September  the  nth,  1634,  the  fleet  having 
hoifled  fail  for  Holland,  our  adventurers  faw  plenty 
of  whales  in  the  fea  all  about,  at  which  they  dis¬ 
charged  fome  fire-arms  without  doing  them  any 
damage ;  they  alfo  wandered  about  in  fearch  of 
foxes,  bears,  or  even  vegetables,  but  had  no 
fuccefs. 

The  fun  left  them  either  the  20th,  or  21ft  of 
Q&ober. 

The  24th  of  November,  they  were  alarmed 
with  the  appearance  of  the  fcurvy,  which  'made 
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them  more  earned,  tho’  to  no  purpofe,  in  looking 
out  for  herbs,  bears  or  foxes. 

The  2d  of  December  they  fixed  fome  fox  traps, 
and  Nicolas  Florifon  took  a  dofe  of  phyfic  aga.ind 
the  fcurvy,  as  did  Jerom  Carcoen  on  the  nth; 
and  the  fame  day  they  agreed  to  eat  feperately  to 
prevent  a  communication  of  the  infedlion,  as  fome 
were  freer  than  others  from  that  terrible  diforder. 

The  23d,  the  cook  fpied  a  bear  clofe  by  one  of 
their  tents  ;  but  he  made  off  before  they  could  get 
at  their  guns. 

The  24th,  three  of  them  being  together  difco- 
vered  another  bear,  who  rofe  upon  his  hind  legs 
as  they  advanced  towards  him  ;  but  being  foon 
difabled  with  a  mufket-fhot,  he  fell,  bleeding 
very  faff,  and  roaring  dreadfully  ;  he  then  feized 
one  of  the  halberts  between  his  teeth,  which  he 
bit  very  firongly ;  but  after  having  floundered  a 
good  while,  he  on  a  fudden  collected  all  his 
ftrength,  fprang  up,  and  fled  fo  fwiftly,  that  he 
foon  outfiripped  them,  tho’  they  purfued  him 
with  lanthorns  and  candles,  till  they  were  quite 
w  eary.  The  lofs  of  him  was  very  vexatious, 
as  they  were  in  great  want  of  frelh  meat  to  refrefix 
them  a  little  ;  the  fcurvy  growing  every  day 
flronger,  they  being  nourifhed  only  by  their  fait 
provifions,  whereby  they  were  laid  under  the  mod 
excruciating  tortures. 

January  the  24th,  Adrian  Johnfon  died  in  great 
mifery,  as  did  Cornelius  Thyfle,  a  fenfible  man 
and  the  mod  fldlful  bailor  among  them ;  and 
Fettje  Otters  departed  this  life  in  two  or  three 
days  after.  By  this  time,  the  other  four,  tho’ 
fcarcely  able  to  fland  on  their  legs,  contrived  to 
make  coffins  for  their  three  companions,  into  which 
they  put  their  bodies. 

The  28th,  they  faw  a  fox,  but  could  not  catch 
him. 
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The  7th  of  February,  they  were  lucky  enough 
to  find  one  in  a  trap,  which  tho’  fome  fmall  re- 
frefhment,  yet  proved  but  of  little  benefit,  their 
diftemper  having  reached  to  too  great  an  height. 

They  now  faw  bears  enotigh  every  day,  fome- 
times  ten  in  a  drove  ;  but  they  were  fo  weak,  they 
could  not  handle  their  guns ;  and  if  they  had 
killed  any  of  them,  they  could  hardly  have  brought 
them  home,  much  lefs  could  they  have  purfued  thofe 
which  they  wounded,  for  they  were  fcarcely  able 
to  put  their  feet  to  the  ground  ;«  their  gums  were 
fwollen,  and  their  teeth  fo  bad,  that  they  could 
no  longer  bite  their  bifcuit,  and  they  were  afflicted 
with  the  moft  cruel  griping  pains  in  the  guts  and 
loins  ;  to  which  the  cold  added  confiderably. 
Some  had  moreover  the  bloody  flux,  and  others 
{’pit  blood  ;  in  fhort  Jerom  Carcoen  was  the  only 
perfon  among  them  able  to  move,  and  he  made  a 
fhift  to  bring  in  fuel  for  firing. 

The  23d,  they  were  not  able  to  flir  out  of  their 
cabbins,  but  lay  calling  upon  God  for  affifiance,  in 
the  moil  racking  mifery. 

The  24th  they  had  a  glimpfe  of  the  fun,  a  fight 
which  had  been  unknown  to  them  fince  October. 
The  26th  of  this  month  was  probably  the  laft  day 
on  which  they  were  able  to  write  ;  for  their  jour¬ 
nal  ended  with  obferving,  that  then,  four  of  them 
were  {bill  alive  lying  flat  on  the  ground,  having 
ftomachs  to  eat,  if  any  one  among  them  could  have 
ferved  the  others  with  food,  but  all  were  difabled  throJ 
infirmity  and  pain  :  in  which  difmal  circumflances, 
as  they  had  no  hopes,  but  in  futurity,  being  jufl 
flarved  with  cold  and  hunger,  they  recommended 
themfelves  devoutly  to  their  Creator;  waiting  for 
the  hour  of  their  difmiffion  from  this  life  with  im¬ 
patience,  and  entreating  the  God  of  heaven  to 
hafien  it. 


The 
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The  fleet  which  came  hither  from  Holland  in 
1 635,  found  their  tents  clofe  ffiut  to  prevent  the  en¬ 
try  of  bears  and  foxes :  a  baker,  who  was  one  of 
the  fiiTt  that  landed,  broke  open  the  tent  of  Middle- 
burgh,  and  found  part  of  a  dead  dog,  laid  out  as 
it  were  to  dry ;  and  going  a  little  farther  trod 
upon  the  carcafe  of  the  fecond,  for  they  had  two  ; 
then  advancing  to  the  inner  room,  he  Hum¬ 
bled  on  the  dead  bodies  that  were  ftretched  on 
the  floor,  upon  fome  old  fails ;  two  of  them 
were  quite  drawn  up  together,  the  knees  almoR 
meeting  the  chin ;  Nicolas  Florifon  and  another 
lay  dead  in  their  feparate  lockers  :  they  were  all 
put  into  coffins,  and  as  foon  as  the  ground  could 
be  opened,  they  were  interred  in  deep  graves ; 
and  large  Rones  fixed  over  them,  to  hinder  their 
being  dug  up  by  the  bears,  and  other  ravenous 
beads.  We  don’t  find  that  any  others  attempted 
to  winter  at  Spitzbergen  afterwards. 


Vo  it,  XV, 
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A  ffiort 


A  fhort  Account  of  a  Shipwreck  near 
Spitsbergen,  in  the  Year  1646. 


JOHN  Cornelius  of  Maniken  being  ordered 
upon  the  whale  filhery  in  the  year  1646,  left 
the  Texel  on  the  6th  of  May,  and  on  the 
3d  of  June  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Spitz - 
bergen  ;  but  was  prevented  from  anchoring  in  the 
bay,  by  the  fhoals  of  ice  ;  wherefore  he  kept  out  to 
fea  ;  and  chancing  to  difcern  two  whales  in  the 
offing,  he  fent  his  floop  well  manned  in  purfuit  of 
them. 

While  they  were  rowing  up  and  down,  watch* 
ful  of  an  opportunity  to  make  a  fuccefsful  attack 
upon  one  of  thefe  enormous  creatures,  they  difco- 
vered  a  large  ice  ffioal  floating  at  a  diflance,  with 
fomething  white  thereupon,  which  they  fuppofed 
to  be  bears.  But  Ellert  Johnfon  the  harpooner 
infilling  that  it  was  fomething  elfe,  and  that  it 
was  in  motion,  perfuaded  them  to  row  up  to  it ; 
to  which  propofal,  after  fome  altercation,  they  af- 
fented  ;  and  perceived  it,  on  a  nearer  view,  to  be 
a  fort  of  fignal  of  dillrefs  waved  by  a  man. 

This  difcovery  induced  them  to  approach  it  as  fad: 
as  they  could,  and  there  to  their  great  furprize  they 
found  four  living  men  and  one  dead  ;  by  their  lan¬ 
guage  they  knew  them  to  he  Englilh ;  they  took 
them  into  the  floop,  and  conveyed  them  on  board 
their  ffiip  in  the  bay. 

They  were  at  this  time  reduced  to  the  lad  ex* 
tremity  by  hunger  and  cold,  having  had  nothing 
to  feed  upon  for  fome  time  before  they  faw  the 
fidop,  but  a  leather  belt,  which  they  had  divided 
iliare  and  lhare  alike,  and  eaten  up.  The  fnrgeoix 
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took  all  the  care  he  c6uld  to  recover  them,  but 
three  of  them  died  in  fpite  of  all  his  endeavours, 
in  five  or  fix  days  after  their  being  brought  on 
board  ;  the  fourth  only  furvived,  who  was  brought 
to  Delft  upon  the  Meufe  in  September  1646* 
Whence  he  got  a  paffage  home  to  England. 

The  account  he  gave  was,  that  their  vefFel  be* 
ing  wrecked  on  that  ice  fhoal,  frgm  which  he  was 
taken,  the  crew,  confifl ing  of  forty-two  men,  faved 
themfelves  upon  it,  with  fome  tools,  victuals,  and 
their  (loop ;  that  they  cut  a  deep  hole  like  a 
cave  into  the  ice,  blocking  it  round  the  mouth 
with  fuch  pieces  as  they  dug  out,  to  fhelter  them 
from  the  violence  of  the  winds  and  waves,  which 
intention  it  in  fome  meafure  fulfilled  ;  and  in  this 
hole  they  had  burrowed  fourteen  days. 

In  a  few  days  the  commander  thinking  it  impof- 
fible  that  they  fliould  all  furvive  long  upon  this 
fhoal,  refolved  with  feventeen  of  his  men  to  make 
the  land  in  the  floop,  and  fend  her  off  for  the  reft, 
with  an  account  of  his  fuccefs  ;  but,  as  they  never 
heard  more  of  them,  and  it  blew  a  hard  fform 
foon  after,  there  was  reafon  to  think  they  never 
reached  the  fhore. 

Twenty-four  of  them  remaining  flill  upon  the 
ice,  and  provifions  growing  daily  fo  very  fcanty, 
that  they  were  reduced  to  a  famifhing  condition, 
and  fcarcely  hoped  relief  from  any  thing  but  death, 
they  refolved  to  feparate,  and  quarter  upon  diffe¬ 
rent  fhoals,  in  hope  that  by  fome  piece  of  good 
fortune  they  might  be  driven  to  land  :  but  what 
became  of  them  was  never  known,  whether  they 
were  taken  up  by  any  other  fhlps,  or  whether  they 
reached  the  fhore  ;  indeed  it  is  mod:  likely  that  they 
were  fwallowed  by  the  remorfelefs  ocean,  for  John 
Cornelius  ordered  his.  floop  upon  a  cruize  in  fearch 
of  the  furvivers,  but  without  any  fuccefs. 

C  2 
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A  Description  of  the  Country  and 
Inhabitants  of  Iceland. 


E  F O RE  we  quit  the  northern  teas,  we  fhall 
relate  fome  little  anecdotes  from  Angrim 
^  Jonas,  and  other  authors,  who  have  made 
Iceland  their  theme,  as  it  lies  oppofite  to 
Greenland  to  the  north  ;  to  the  eaff  it  has  the 
northern  ocean ;  on  the  north  it  is  bounded 
by  the  frozen  fea,  and  on  the  fouth  it  is  wafhed 
by  the  Scotifli  ocean. 

This  ifland  is  in  the  latitude  of  fixty-five  degrees, 
or  thereabouts,  and  obtained  its  name  from  the  ice 
with  which  it  is  covered  ;  it  is  about  twice  as  large 
as  the  ifland  ofScilly  ;  and  its  longed  day,  which  is 
about  the  dimmer  folflice,  is  from  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  till  ten  at  night,  the  fun  in  all  that  time,  being 
two  months,  never  falling  quite  below  the  horizon, 
nor  riling  above  it  during  the  winter  folflice,  when 
the  fnortefl  day  is  from  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning 
till  two  in  the  afternoon,  our  common  hour  of  fun- 
fet  at  that  time  of  year. 

Iceland  is  at  prefent  a  rude  barren  country,  yield¬ 
ing  neither  grain  nor  wood  ;  yet  it  is  faid  to  have 
been  formerly  well  flocked  with  wheat;  and  it 
appears  from  the  enormous  roots  of  trees  which 
are  often  dug  up  here,  and  are  as  black  as  ebony, 
that  what  is  reported  of  its  having  heretofore  pro¬ 
duced  timber  proper  for  flipping,  is  not  an  un¬ 
truth  :  but  now,  did  not  the  drift  wood  afford  them, 
materials  fufficient  for  building  and  fuel,  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  nations  fupply  them  with  grain,  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Iceland  might  perifh  of  hunger  and  cold. 

This  country  is  well  watered  ;  a  few  of  its  fprings, 
which  are  in  general  very  clear3  yield  moil  refrefh- 
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ing  draughts,  as  nourifhing,  fay  fome  people,  as 
beer  ;  but  the  majority  of  them  are  very  unwhole- 
fome :  it  has  good  hot  baths,  and  variety  of  ponds 
and  lakes,  brooks  and  navigable  rivers  ;  the  naming 
of  which  would  be  very  tedious ;  and  all  of  them 
contain  plenty  of  good  filh. 

On  the  weftern  part  of  this  ifland,  we  are  told 
by  Blefkenius,  is  a  lake  fo  extremely  cold,  that  it 
petrifies  everything  that  is  put  into  it;  and  that  part 
of  a  flick  fteeped  in  it,  which  is  under  the  water, 
becomes  in  a  fliort  time  iron,  while  the  reft  re¬ 
tains  its  former  nature.  There  is  alfo,  fays  the 
fame  author,  another  lake  near  the  middle  of  this 
bland,  from  whence  arife  fumes  of  a  nature  fo  ma¬ 
lignant,  as  to  kill  the  birds  that  fly  over  it.  There 
are  fprlngs  here  fo  hot  as  to  fcald  a  man’s  fkin 
where  the  water  touches  ;  and  this  left  to  cool, 
leaves  a  flrong  tindture  of  fulphur  behind  it  :  upon 
its  furface  fwims  a  fort  of  animated  red  fubflance, 
which,  when  approached,  plunges  under  water, 
and  rifes  again  when  left  alone  :  there  is  alfo  a  fpring 
which  has  the  tafte  of  wheat,  and  is  a  good  re¬ 
medy  againfl  the  venereal  diftemper,  which  is  com¬ 
mon  here. 

Brimflone  is  the  only  mineral  fubflance  found  in 
Iceland,  and  it  is  dug  up  almofl  every  where  ;  efpe- 
daily  on  the  eafl  of  the  ifland,  near  Hecla,  a  vol¬ 
cano  that  often  ejecls  flames  and  fiery  matter, 
with  allies  and  calcined,  fiones,  like  Vefuvius  or 
AEtna :  there  have  been  many  inftances  of  people 
loft  going  up  this  mountain,  by  the  ground 
giving  way,  and  falling  in  with  them  :  however, 
when  the  wind  is  wefterly,  it  feems_  to  be  lefs  agita¬ 
ted  than  at  other  times,  and  may  be  approached 
with  more  fafety :  it  is  faid  that  a  ftone  flung  into 
one  of  its  cavities,  rebounds  back  with  prodigious 
velocity. 
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The  inhabitants  believe  this  mountain  to  be  the 
receptacle  of  damned  fouls,  who  here  find  their 
punifhment  by  fire  ;  and  they  will  ferioufly  affirm, 
that  they  fee  troops  of  devils  driving  into  its  mouth 
the  fpirits  of  the  lately  departed,  and  hurrying 
back  for  more ;  but  they  are  generally,  fay  thcfe 
people,  moil  bufy  at  the  time  of  a  bloody  battle. 
The  dafiiing  of  the  waves,  and  ice  fhoals  upon  the 
ihore,  and  againfl  the  cavities  of  rocks,  produces 
a  moil  hideous  and  ungrateful  noife,  which  the 
Icelanders  believe  to  be  the  groans  and  lamentations 
of  the  damned  fouls,  tortured  among  the  ice  with 
excefiive  cold  ;  their  punifhment  confiding  in  ex¬ 
tremes  of  heat  and  childnefs. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1563,  the  fea  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hecla  appeared  all  in  a  bright 
flame,  which  the  more  judicious  fuppofed  to  be 
caufed  by  a  fiery  eruption  from  the  mountain  ;  at 
the  fame  time  there  was  an  earthquake  felt,  and  a 
mod  dreadful  noife  heard  all  over  the  ifland  ;  and 
the  enfuing  day  the  fea,  in  that  place  where  it  had 
feemed  on  fire,  was  found  to  have  retired,  at  lead 
two  leagues,  from  its  antient  boundaries. 

The  inhabitants  of  Iceland  are  drong,  courage¬ 
ous,  and  ready  witted  :  the  poored  fort  are  fl  aves 
to  the  rich  ;  and  their  wealth  confids  in  herds  of 
cattle,  numbers  of  fifhing  veflels,  and  many  vafials. 
They  are  generally  tall  and  well  made;  and  if 
the  women  were  ornamented,  they  would  be  found 
very  beautiful.  The  men  and  women  are  not  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  garments,  drefiing  all  alike. 
Their  manner  of  living  is  very  coarfe  ;  their  food 
is  a  fort  of  dock-fifh  pounded  with  a  done,  or 
elfe  very  bad  butter  and  cheefe  ;  their  drink  be-* 
ring  either  water,  milk,  or  whey  ;  and  on  this  hard 
fare  many  of  them  furvive,  without  the  help  of  a 
phyfician,  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  age. 
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They  were  faid  to  be  attended  by  familiar  fpi- 
rits,  by  whofe  advice  they  either  went  a  hunting  or 
filhing ;  and  thefe  demons,  we  are  told  by  Ortelius, 
they  diftinguhh  by  the  name  of  Drollar,  which 
feems  to  be  derived  from  the  Daniih  word  Trol, 
fignifying  a  devil.  Blafkenius  fays,  they  make  a 
good  trade  of  felling  winds,  which  is  done  by  ty¬ 
ing  a  certain  number  of  knots  on  a  rope,  or  an 
handkerchief ;  over  which  they  pronounce  fome 
frrange  words  by  way  of  charm  ;  and  the  buyer  is 
directed  to  untie  each  knot,  when  he  comes  to  a 
particular  place  lying  in  his  courfe. 

Angrim  Jonas,  who  was  coadjutor  to  the  blfhop 
of  Hole,  a  native  of  Iceland,  and  a  man  of  good 
fenfe,  ridicules  this  ftory,  and  fays  the  Icelanders, 
being  {killed  in  the  variations  of  the  weather,  can 
by  the  difpofition  of  the  air  forefee  into  what  point 
the  wind  is  about  to  fhift,  perhaps  fome  few  hours 
before-hand  ;  and  that  they  are  cautious  in  their 
bargaining,  taking  care  not  to  enter  into  treaty  with 
a  ftranger,  until  they  have  obferved  the  wind  near 
changing  as  he  would  have  it.  The  knots  are  de¬ 
livered,  and  a  fort  of  charm  pronounced  to  give 
an  air  of  myftery  to  the  contract.  And  if,  fays 
Jonas,  they  fhould  once  chance  to  prove  right,  the 
credulous  purchafer  blazons  every  where  their 
knowledge. 

When  the  young  girls  grow  to  a  proper  age, 
they  are  by  their  parents  proftituted  to  fuch  ft  ran¬ 
gers  as  happen  to  come  among  them,  for  any 
trifling  thing,  even  for  a  bifcuit,  which  by  them, 
as  having  no  corn  of  their  own,  is  accounted  a  great 
curioftty,  and  laid  up  to  be  produced,  fteeped  in 
milk,  either  at  fome  great  feftival,  or  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  their  fuperiors.  If  a  child  fhould  be 
the  confequence  of  fuch  a  connexion,  the  girl  is  al¬ 
ways  after  held  in  very  great  eftem,  and  the  child 
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received,  by  whoever  marries  her,  as  a  valuable 
part  of  her  dowery. 

If  by  any  exchange  they  chance  to  obtain  wine, 
beer,  or  flrong  liquors,  they  never  hoard  them,  but 
invite  all  their  friends  to  partake,  who  are  fure 
not  to  Rir  while  one  drop  of  liquor  is  left.  During 
the  entertainment  they  enliven  one  another  with 
rude  artlefs  fongs,  fetting  forth  the  achievements 
of  their  anceftors,  and  never  rife  from  table  to 
make  water,  which  would  be  accounted  ill  man¬ 
ners,  but  hint  their  want  to  one  of  the  young  wo¬ 
men  in  waiting ;  for  the  daughters  of  the  houfe 
always  attend  thefe  caroufals,  and  hand  the  ne- 
ceffary  utenfil,  which  they  convey  from  one  to 
another ;  and  it  is  not  thought  genteel  to  refufe  it. 

Jonas,  however,  is  angry  at  this  imputation 
thrown  upon  the  modefty  of  his  countrywomen  ; 
neither  will  he  allow  that  they  wafh.  their  teeth 
with  urine;  and  perhaps  with  fome  juffice  :  thefe 
cuftoms  might  have  been  formerly  tolerated  amongif 
them  ,  but  it  would  be  hard  to  fuppofe  that  they 
remained  hill  as  unpolilhed  as  ever. 

The  cattle  which  happen  to  die  by  chance  in 
the  field,  or  to  be  fmothered  in  the  fnow,  are  held 
in  great  eheem,  nay,  deemed  facred  ;  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  they  will  preferve  untainted  many  months  in 
the  froh  :  for  this  reafon,  they  ufe  no  fait  to  their 
fifh  or  flefh,  nor  have  they  need  of  it. 

They  are  great  players  at  chefs ;  in  fo  much 
that  every  peafant  in  the  country  knows  the  game, 
and  has  men  formed  of  fifh  bones,  with  which  he 
plays  during  the  long  nights,  with  this  difference, 
that  our  fools  are  their  bifhops  ;  becaufe,  fay  they, 
the  clergy  fliould  be  near  the  king.  Their  rooks 
are  formed  with  fwords  by  their  fides,  and  bloated 
cheeks,  as  if  adapted  to  blow  the  horn,  which 
they  hold  in  each  hand  ;  they  are  called  centuri¬ 
ons,  or  captains ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  in  many 
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parts  of  the  northern  world,  trumpeters  were  con- 
fidered  as  officers,  and  not  held  in  fuch  flight  efii- 
mation  as  among#  us. 

Chefs  is  a  game  of  very  antient  {landing  in  the 
north  ;  for  the  Norwegian  chronicle  mentions,  that 
Herald,  firnamed  the  Hairy,  king  of  Norway,  and 
who  reigned  about  the  year  8  70,  received  from  his 
fofierfather  Drofen  the  giant,  among  many  other 
prefents,  a  mofl  beautiful  chefs-table  :  and  few  per- 
fons  can  be  more  curious  than  the  people  of  fafhion 
in  Denmark,  Norway,  and.  Iceland,  are  in  the 
workmanffiip  of  their  tables  and  men  ;  for  exam- 
pie,  Eleanor,  natural  daughter  of  Chrifliern,  king 
of  Denmark,  who  married  count  Ulefield,  great 
marfhalof  that  kingdom,  and  fir#  minifler  of  flate, 
ufed  tables  inlaid  with  white  and  yellow  amber ; 
the  men  were  of  gold,  curioufly  wrought,  and  in¬ 
laid  with  the  fame  materials  that  compofed  the. 
tables.  The  kings  and  queens  were  drefled  in 
their  regalia,  and  mounted  on  thrones  ;  the  biffiops 
were  diftinguiffied  by  the  epifcopal  habit ;  the 
knights  were  mounted  and  properly  accoutered  ; 
rooks  were  reprefented  by  elephants  with  towers 
on  their  backs ;  and  the  men  were  mufketeers 
with  their  guns  prefented,  as  if  only  waiting  the 
word  to  fire. 

The  hiflory  of  the  various  revolutions  in  Iceland 
has  been  well  preferved  ;  and  there  are  particular 
accounts  Hill  extant  of  the  reigns  of  the  feveral 
kings,  each  one  by  itfelf,  written  in  verfe  ;  for  the 
antient  kings  and  heroes  of  the  north  u'fed  to  car¬ 
ry  every  where  with  them  certain  bards  to  record 
their  exploits  in  verfe,  and  their  compofitions  were 
generally  learned  by  the  foldiery,  who,  ambitious  of 
elevating  the  fame  of  their  leaders,  fung  them  where* 
ever  they  went.  The  poets  of  this  country  are  indifi- 
putably  born  fuch  ;  for  if  they  have  not  the  talent 
of  compofing  naturally,  it  has  been  found  that  no 
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rules  whatever  can  implant  it ;  thofe  who  have 
the  power  of  compofition  fcarcely  fpeak  any 
thing  in  profe ;  and  there  is  a  certain  feafon, 
the  time  of  the  new  moon  I  think,  when  they 
are  agitated  with  a  fort  of  frenzy  that  adds  an  hor¬ 
rid  palenefs  to  their  vifage,  and  their  hollow 
funken  eyes  render  them  hill  more  frightful  ;  nor 
is  their  appearance,  at  this  time,  unlike  what  Virgil 
deferibes  of  the  Cumean  Sybil. 

- - - - -  Cui  talia  fanti 

Ante  fores,  fubito  non  vultus,  non  color  unus. 
Non  comtae  manfere  comas ;  fed  pedtus  anhelum, 
Et  rabie  fera  corda  tument :  majorque  videri, 

Nec  mortale  fonans ;  adflata  eh  numine  quando 
Jam  propiore  dei. 

On  this  account  they  are  held  in  much  eheem  by 
the  neighbouring  nations,  which  believe  there  is  a 
fort  of  magic  power  in  their  verfe  that  can  not 
only  influence  the  infernal  demons,  but  alfo  affedf 
the  planets. 

The  plan  of  the  mythology  adopted  by  thefe 
bards  is  called  Edde  ;  and  therein  it  is  aflerted, 
among  many  other  hrange  matters,  that  the  firh 
principle  of  things  was  a  giant  called  Immer,  who 
was  cut  in  pieces  by  dwarfs  that  fprung  out  of 
chaos,  which  out  of  his  fkull  fcooped  the  hea* 
vens  ;  of  his  right  eye  they  formed  the  fun ;  of  his 
left  eye,  the  moon  ;  his  fhoulders  were  eredfed 
into  mountains;  of  his  bones  were  made  rocks; 
his  bladder  was  turned  into  -the  fea,  and  the  ri¬ 
vers  fprung  from  his  urine,  &c.  This  mythology 
is  written  in  old  Iceland  verfe,  and  reckoned  very 
antient. 

The  antient  inhabitants  of  Iceland  were  pagans  : 
we  find  Thor  and  Odin  in  the  lift  of  their  deities ; 
the  former  being  equal  to  the  Jupiter,  the  latter 
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to  the  Mercury  of  the  old  Romans;  and  from 
thefe  two,  as  with  us,  they  have  Odin’s  day  and 
Thor’s  day  in  their  week.  On  their  altars,  which, 
were  plated  with  iron,  blazed  a  fire,  and  they 
were  careful  never  to  extinguish  it :  near  it  hood 
a  tin  veffel,  containing  the  blood  of  that  vidlim 
which  was  moll  newly  flain,  wherewith  the  fpec- 
tators  were  generally  fprinkled  ;  and  an  oath  taken, 
by  laying  hold  of  a  filver  ring  of  about  twenty 
ounces  weight,  fmeared  with  the  blood  of  the 
facrifice,  was  facred  and  inviolable. 

We  are  told  by  the  Iceland  chronicles,  that 
their  priefts  ufed  to  facrifice  men  and  women  to 
their  gods,  and  the  victims  were  precipitated  from 
the  top  of  a  neighbouring  rock,  or  into  a  deep  pit, 
near  the  two  chief  temples ;  one  of  which  was  at 
Hole,  on  the  north,  and  the  other  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  ifland  at  Shalholt :  they  both  are  at: 
prefent  Chriffian  bifhopricks,  and  the  latter  is  the 
refidence  of  the  Danifh  governor.  Lutheranifm. 
is  the  eflablifhed  religion  of  the  country  :  and  An-* 
grim  Jonas  fays,  that  Chriftianity  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  here  about  eight  hundred  years  ago  y 
tho*  it  was  not  fpread  over  the  ifland  till  long 
after  that  period. 

Iceland  was  formerly  divided  into  four  provinces  ; 
the  moil  northern  of  which,  being  the  moil  confi- 
derable,  was  fubaivided  into  four  bailliages  ;  each 
of  which  had  its  fubdi-vifion  into  eight  or  ten  di~ 
ftridts.  The  other  three  provinces  were  only  por¬ 
tioned  out  in  three  parts  each.  There  was  an  a f- 
fembly  or  court  of  judicature  of  the  bailliages  of 
each  province,  annually  afTembled  at  the  principal 
place  ;  and  all  who  had  a  right  to  prefide  at  thefe. 
affemblies,  were  fummoned  by  fmall  wooden  crof- 
fes,  diffributed  by  the  governor :  befides,  the* 
preudent  of  the  whole  ifland,  at  other  times,, 
fummoned  the  extraordinary  council  of  the  chiefs 
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of  the  provinces,  by  fending  to  them  wooden 
hatchets. 

The  adminidration  of  judice,  and  the  exercife  of 
devotion,  were  alternately  performed  in  the  temples ; 
of  which  each  bailliage  had  three  :  the  preddents 
of  thefe  were  called  Godorp,  or  Divine.  The 
principal  care  of  thefe  magiftrates  was  to  provide 
for  the  poor ;  which,  from  the  barrennefs  of  the 
country,  were  reduced  to  great  extremity  :  it  was 
alfo  their  bufmefs  to  prevent  them  from  wander¬ 
ing  out  of  their  refpedtive  didridfs,  and  to  infliCt 
punilhments  on  fuch  as  drove  to  pafs  them. 

If  a  beggar  happened  to  be  obdinate,  or  offer¬ 
ed  to  oppofe  the  civil  power  at  any  rate,  the  ma- 
gidrate  was  at  liberty  either  to  kill  him,  or  take 
away  his  tedicles,  to  prevent  his  fpreading  pover¬ 
ty  :  no  poor  man  was  permitted  to  marry  a  poor 
woman ;  and  if  a  man  had  only  a  jud  fufficiency 
to  maintain  himfelf,  he  was  not  allowed  to  wed  a 
girl  with  a  lefs  portion. 

Thefe  laws  were  in  force,  till  the  king  of  Norway, 
invited  by  the  feuds  that  arofe  among  thofe  who  ma¬ 
naged  the  adminidration,  made  a  conqued  of  Ice¬ 
land  in  1263,  and  entirely  changed  the  form  of 
government,  befides  the  impofition  of  an  annual 
tribute ;  and  it  has  ever  dnce  diared  the  fortune  of 
Its  conqueror,  and  with  him  fubmitted  to  Den¬ 
mark  ;  whence  governors  or  viceroys  are  now  fent 
to  coiled!  the  annual  tribute,  and  may  or  may  not 
refide  upon  the  fpot,  at  their  option. 

The  Icelanders  were  formerly  counted  good 
gladiators,  and  bold  pirates  ;  fingle  combat  was 
publickly  allowed  among  them  ;  “and  their  very  law 
bufmefs  was  often  thus  decided,  the  vanquifhed 
party  lofing  his  caufe,and  he  who  refufed  to  fight  un¬ 
dergoing  the  fame  fate.  It  was  not  an  uncommon 
thing  for  two  perfons  to  dake  their  whole  for¬ 
tunes  one  againd  another,  and  for  him  who  con¬ 
quered 
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quered  to  poffefs  both  ;  however,  his  heirs  were  . 
at  liberty  to  prefent  the  vi&or  with  a  bull,  which 
if  he  killed  with  one  blow,  he  was  confirmed  in 
his  acquifitions ;  but  if  he  mifcarried,  he  loft  his 
fpoil. 

The  country  is  mountainous,  and  in  feveral  pla¬ 
ces  produces  excellent  pafturage,  the  grafs  being  of 
fo  fine  a  fcent  that  people  dry  it  to  lay  among  their 
linen,  and  is  fo  very  rich  that  they  are  obliged  to 
remove  their  cattle  from  it  many  times,  otherwife 
they  would  eat  till  they  burfi  :  their  beef  is  but 
indifferent,  and  their  mutton  is  rank ;  but  thefe 
imperfections  are  purged  offby  the  air,  in  which  they 
dry  their  meat  to  preferve  it,  an  end  anfwered 
thereby  much  better  than  by  fait.  Their  horfes  are 
not  bad  ;  and  when  hay  is  fcarce,  as  well  as  grain, 
thro’  the  feverity  of  the  feafon  and  delay  of  foreign 
fhips,  they  teach  their  cattle  to  feed  like  them- 
felves  upon  dry  fifli. 

Their  buildings  are  mean  and  low,  to  fecure 
them  from  the  rough  tempefis  with  which  this 
place  abounds  ;  they  are  partly  compofed  of  drift 
wood,  and  partly  of  whale  and  other  bone ;  and 
their  firing  is  a  turf  called  cefpes  bituminofus, 
from  its  being  impregnated  with  bitumen.  They 
have  white  partridge,  and  many  forts  of  water- 
fowls  ;  but  to  the  fmaller  fpecies  of  birds  they  are 
grangers :  here  are  alfo  crows  and  falcons,  fome 
of  them  white.  There  is  likewife  a  fort  of  fhock  dog 
bred  here  without  ears  or  tail  ;  they  are  in  great 
efieem,  but  fit  for  nothing  but  to  gratify  whim  ; 

'  and  white  foxes  and  bears  feem  to  be  natural  to 
the  place ;  but  thofe  of  other  colours,  as  red  and 
black,  with  flags,  wolves,  and  unicorns, are  brought 
hither  upon  the  ice,  as  well  as  large  trees.  We 
have  before  this  expatiated  on  the  nature  and  va¬ 
lue  of  the  unicorn’s  horn  ;  therefore  we  fhall-not 
impofe  upon  the  reader’s  patience  with  repetitions 
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concerning  it.  We  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it  is. 
part  of  the  commodities  in  which  they  pay  their 
annual  tax  to  Denmark. 

It  is  remarkable  of  the  Icelanders,  that  they  are 
fo  bigotted  to  their  country,  as  to  imagine  it  the 
mod;  pleafant  in  the  world  ;  and  fome  of  them,  tho’ 
proficients  in  Rudy,  and  confequently  expe&ed  to 
be  fomething  wifer,  have  preferred  a  mean  fub- 
fiflence  here  to  a  comfortable  living  in  Denmark. 
As  their  houfes  are  difperfed,  and  they  have  nei¬ 
ther  towns  nor  villages,  the  two  already  mentioned 
excepted,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  fhould 
have  highways ;  fo  that  thofe  who  are  obliged  or 
chufe  to  go  from  one  province  to  another,  are  guid¬ 
ed  by  a  compafs :  where  there  are  deep  holes, 
which  might  be  dangerous  from  being  covered 
over  with  fnow,  they  generally  fet  up  particular 
marks  ;  and  thefe  are  the  only  directions  travellers 
meet  with  in  this  country. 

There  was  a  printing- prefs  fome  time  ago  at 
Hole,  where  the  Old  Teftament  was  call  off  in 
the  Iceland  tongue,  which  the  celebrated  Wormius 
allures  us  is  the  pureft  Runic  now  to  be  found  in 
the  world  ;  but  the  want  of  paper,  which  is  a 
fcarce  and  de^r  article  here,  delayed  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  a  long  time.  In  the  fame  place  there  was 
a  college  for  the  education  of  youth,  in  which* 
they  were  taught  as  far  as  rhetoric,  and  then  fent 
to  Copenhagen  to  finifh  their  Rudies.  This  coun¬ 
try  has  produced  many  men  of  learning  ;  and 
fome  of  the  bifiiops  of  Hole  will,  upon,  examining 
the  liR,  appear  to  have  been  very  ferviceable  to 
the  republic  of  letters. 

Iceland,  according  to  Angrim  Jonas,  was  RrR 
difcovered  by  one  Neddocus  a  pirate,  who  was 
forced  a-fhore  here  by  a  tempeR  ;  and  finding  it 
very  barren,  he  foon  quitted  it,  but  gave  it  RrR 

the 


OF  ICELAND,  39 

\ 

the  name  of  Iceland  or  Snowland,  from  the  heaps 
of  fnow  wherewith  he  faw  it  covered. 

From  his  fpeaking  of  it,  Garderus,  a  Swedifh 
mariner,  fought  it  out,  and  ventured  afhore  j  at  hia 
departure  giving  it  the  name  of  Garderfholm,  oc 
Garder’s  Ifle.  This  was  in  the  year  864. 

The  third  perfon,  who  chofe  to  vifit  this  coun¬ 
try  was  a  noted  Norwegian  pirate,  called  Flacco,who 
failing  from  Hittland,  one  of  the  Orkney  ifiands, 
took,  with  him  three  ravens,  the  ufe  of  the  com- 
pafs  being  not  at  that  time  difcovered  ;  and  when 
he  got  into  the  main  fea,  he  let  one  of  them  loofe, 
which  bent  its  courfe  back  again  to  Hittland  ; 
however,  he  kept  on  his  way,  and  let  loofe  his 
fecond  raven,  but  that  foon  returned  to  the  fiiip, 
whence  he  inferred  hie  had  not  found  any  land ; 
in  fome  fhort  time  after  he  fent  out  his  third  ra¬ 
ven;  and  finding  her  keep  on  the  wing,  made  all 
the  fail  he  could  after  her,  by  which  means  he 
was  piloted  to  Iceland.  He  landed  on  the  eaftern 
part  of  it,  not  far  from  where  Garderus  had  gone 
a-fhore  :  here  he  fpent  the  winter  ;  and  finding 
himfelf  furrounded  by  ice  on  every  fide,  he  gave 
it  the  name  of  Iceland  ;  by  which  appellation  it 
has  ever  fince  been  diflinguifhed  :  he  afterwards 
wintered  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifiand  ;  but 
finding  it  as  uncomfortable  as  the  reft,  he  returned 
to  Norway,  where  he  was  called  Refnafloke,  or 
Flocco,  the  Raven,  becaufe  he  had  made  ufe  of 
that  bird,  in  the  manner  we  have  already  defcribed, 
for  difcovering  this  land. 

But  the  Iceland  chronicle  mentions  that  the 
country  was  defart  and  uncultivated  in  the  year 
870,  when  one  Ingulph  a  Norwegian  baron,  with 
his  brother-in-law  Horleifus,  having  killed  two  of 
the  greateft  men  in  the  whole  country,  in  a  duel, 
were  banifhed  for  the  faff,  and  fled  to  Iceland  *. 

*  here 
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here  Ingulph  threw  out  his  gates  to  facilitate  hi? 
landing,  it  being  the  cuftom  of  exiles  in  that  part 
of  the  world  to  bring  with  them  the  gates  of  their 
houfes ;  but  he  being  driven  from  them  by  a  Rid¬ 
den  guft  of  wind,  landed  in  another  part  of  the 
ifland ;  and,  three  years  after,  happening  to  find 
his  gates  driven  to  land,  he  fettled  a  colony  upon 
the  fame  fpot,  being  in  the  year  874,  whence  the 
Iceland  chronicle  dates  the  firft  peopling  their 
ifland. 

Notwithftanding  this  account,  from  pieces  of 
bells,  crofles,  and  books  found  here,  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  fome  Englifli  and  Irifli  had  known  the 
country  before ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  Irifli 
ufed  commonly  to  come  afliore  here  before  the 
landing  of  Ingulph,  and  that  they  were  called  by 
the  people  Papa ;  for  that  there  were  fome  peo¬ 
ple,  natives  of  this  -place,  long  before,  is  beyond 
doubt ;  and  when  the  Iceland  chronicle  mentions 
the  place  as  a  wildernefs  at  the  coming  hither  of 
Ingulph,  it  implies  no  more,  than  that  its  inhabi- 
,  tants  were  but  few  before  that  time,  and  then  in- 
creafed  and  united  into  colonies :  and  Angrim  Jo¬ 
nas  mentions,  that  Ingulph  was  a  Chriftian  ;  fo 
that  it  is  indifputable  that  Chriftianity  was  propa¬ 
gated  here  in  the  ninth  century ;  and  the  more  fo, 
as  it  is  well  known  all  the  northern  nations  were 
at  that  time  converted.  Befides,  there  is  an  old 
Danifli  chronicle  of  Greenland,  in  verfe,  that  fays 
Greenland  was  firft  difcovered  in  770,  and  ano¬ 
ther  in  profe,  that  exprefly  affirms  the  difcoverer 
pafled  from  Norway  thro’  Iceland  :  this  chronicle 
is  fupported  by  the  authority  of  the  great  northern 
apoftle  Aufgarius  archbifhop  of  Hamburgh,  who 
was  collated  to  that  fee  in  834,  by  Lewis  the 
Mild,  emperor  of  the  weft  ;  and  his  patent,  which 
is  ftill  to  be  fee  11  in  Pontanus’s  Danifli  hiftory,  fets 
forth,  “  that  the  gates  of  the  gofpel  are  fet  open, 

“  and 
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and  thatjefus  Ohrid  has  been  at  length  revealed 
“  both  in  Iceland  and  Greenland.”  Wherefore 
the  good  emperor  returns  thanks  to  God.  Now 
as  this  bears  date  in  834,  and  Ingulph  did  not 
fettle  in  Iceland  till  forty  years  after  ;  it  is  evident 
he  was  neither  the  fird  perfon  who  preached  Chri- 
dianity  here,  nor  yet  was  he  the  £rd  who  peopled 
the  idand  :  for  to  me  it  appears  very  plain,  that 
Iceland  was  known  to  the  antients  ;  and  that  Thule, 
mentioned  by  Strabo,  is  the  fame  country;  and 
Cafaubon,  in  his  commentaries  upon  that  great 
geographer,  is  of  the  fame  opinion.  We  all  know 
that  Thule  was  always  accounted  the  lad  of  the 
Britannic  idands,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Deucaledo- 
nian,  or  Scotch  fea,  which  is  univerfally  allowed 
to  be  the  fituation  of  Iceland. 


The  dangerous  VOYAGE  of  Cap- 
tain  Thomas  James,  employed  to 
difcover  the  North- weft  Paffage. 


CHAP.  I. 

A  general  account  of  this  undertaking  ;  captain  James 
Jets  fail  upon  it  with  only  one  fhip  :  they  arrive  on 
the  coaft  of  Greenland ;  are  in  great  danger  from 
the  ice  ;  they  lofe  their  boat  off  Cape  Deflation 
and  recover  her  with  difficulty  :  the  captain  goes 
cfhore  in  the  harbour  of  (Jed's  Providence y  and  af¬ 
terwards  at  Price  s  Cove . 

SOME  merchants  of  Briftol,  zealous  in  their 
commercial  purfuits,  as  well  as  for  the  gene- 
ral  advantage  of  their  country,  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  company  about  the  year  1630,  for  en¬ 
couraging  a  difeovery  of  a  north-weft  paflage  to 
the  South  Sea,  and  fo  to  Japan.  His  majefly,  king 
James  I.  being  apprized  of  their  good  intentions 
by  Sir  Thomas  Rowe,  of  whofe  embaffy  to  Indof- 
tan  we  have  before  treated,  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  fignify  his  approbation  thereof,  and  to  confirm 
the  choice  made  of  captain  Thomas  James  to  go 
upon  this  expedition.  He  was  a  man  of  integrity, 
as  well  as  an  old  experienced  failor,  and  confe- 
quentiy  none  better  adapted  to  an  undertaking  fo 
ufeful,  and  yet  fo  dangerous. 

May  the  3d,  1631,  he  fell  down  the  channel  of 
Briflol,  in  a  fhip  of  feventy  tons  burthen,  and 

twenty- 
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twenty- two  men.  On  the  5th  the  wind  coming 
about  contrary,  he' made  Milford  haven,  where  he 
call  anchor,  and  continued  till  the  1 7th,  when  tak¬ 
ing  the  advantage  of  a  fair  gale,  he  again  fet  fail, 
fleering  as  clofe  as  poffible  to  the  well  north-well. 
June  the  4  th  they  had  fight  of  the  coaft  of  Green¬ 
land,  in  foggy  weather,  and  flood  in,  to  difcover 
the  trending  of  it. 

On  the  5th,  they  found  themfelves  amidfl  feve- 
ral  large  pieces  of  ice,  to  keep  clear  of  which,  as 
the  day  was  very  mifly,  and  the  profpeft  confe- 
quently  confined,  required  great  dexterity  ;  how¬ 
ever,  they  made  fall  to  one  piece  for  fecurity,  and 
repelled  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  others  with 
poles,  which  at  length  broke  :  the  fucceeding  day 
the  danger  feemed  to  increafe,  the  ice  coming  up¬ 
on  them  on  every  fide,  fo  thick,  that  it  threaten¬ 
ed  to  crufh  them  to  pieces,  as  it  had  fhattered  their 
fhallop,  the  broken  parts  of  which  however  they  re¬ 
covered  by  the  means  of  their  boat,  and  brought  on- 
deck,  intending  to  rebuild  her  with  the  fir fl  oppor¬ 
tunity  :  it  was  not  without  very  great  difficulty  they 
forced  their  way  thro’  thefe  perilous  impediments* 
by  making  all  the  fail  poffible,  and  to  their  great 
furprife  they  brought  the  fhip  off  without  the  leafb 
damage.  On  the  9th,  having  made  an  obfervation, 
they  found  themfelves  in  fifty-nine'  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  when  they  examined  very  clofely,  to  fee 
if  what  fome  people  had  written,  concerning  a  cur¬ 
rent  fetting  to  the  north-eafl,  were  true  ;  but  they 
could  perceive  no  figns  of  any  fuch.  The  fea  was. 
unfathomable,  yielding  no  fort  of  fifh,  not  even  the 
whale,  and  the  winds  were  very  variable,  the  mills, 
wetting  as  bad  as  rain. 

On  the  10th,  the  fea  being  very  rough,  and 
fome  pieces  of  ice  higher  than  the  main  top -mail 
head  fwimming  in  fight,  their  boat  broke  from  the 
ilern,  and  was  very  hardly  recovered,  two  men  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  thereby  defperately  bruifed  ;  in  the  mean  time 
they  continued  to  put  their  fhallop  together  again 
upon  deck.  About  eight  in  the  evening  they 
found,  by  the  trending  of  the  land  north  and  by 
eafl,  that  they  were  off*  Cape  Defolation  :  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water  round  them  being  black,  a  phas- 
nomen  which  they  attributed  to  the  heavy  fogs,  and 
grampuffes  appearing  in  great  plenty. 

The  night  of  the  17th  was  dark,  foggy,  and 
fo  cold  that  the  fails  and  rigging  were  frozen; 
at  the  fame  time,  by  the  breaking  and  noife  of  the 
waves,  they  judged  themfelves  nigh  the  (bore;  but 
morning  fhewed  them  that  it  was  no  more  than  a 
piece  of  ice :  and  the  Kland  of  Refolution,  the 
fou them  point  of  which  they  endeavoured  to 
double,  was  in  light  at  a  diftance.  Here  they 
found  a  quick  tide,  but  the  ebb  equally  ffrong 
with  the  flood ;  the  ice,  as  well  as  the  fog,  which 
was  fo  penetrating  as  to  fpoil  all  the  compaffes, 
continuing  very  troublefome. 

As  the  day  cleared  up,  which  it  did  but  for  a 
very  fhort  time,  they  faw  the  Streights  before  them 
thronged  and  barricadoed  with  ice,  thro*  which 
they  flrove  to  penetrate  ;  but  were  much  intangled, 
having  no  ground  at  two  hundred  and  thirty  fa¬ 
thoms,  bearing  four  leagues  from  fhore.  On  the 
20th,  in  the  morning,  having  doubled  the  fouth- 
ern  point  of  the  Illand  of  Refolution,  the  wind 
coming  about  to  the  weft,  drove  them  together 
with  the  ice  towards  the  land,  within  two  leagues 
of  which  they  met  wirh  nothing  but  fhort  breakers, 
and  large  lumps  of  ice  aground,,  at  the  depth  of 
forty  fathoms  ;  and  here  they  were  met  by  a  flrong 
ebb  rufhing  from  the  broken  grounds  of  the  ifland, 
that  bore  away  the  fhip  before  it,  carrying  it  thro’ 
innumerable  meanders  among  rocks  and  ice;  fo 
that,  to  lave  themfelves  from  being  wrecked,  which 
they  now’  much  dreaded,  they  threw  out  a  kedger 
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and  grapnels,  whereby  they  made  fall,  on  each 
fide  of  them,  to  a  piece  of  ice  that  drew  about  ten 
fathom  water,  which  ferved  them  by  way  of  found¬ 
ing,  being  fo  difpofed  that  either  one  or  the  other 
mud  have  run  aground  before  the  fhip,  in  cafe  lhe 
fhould  have  come  fo  near  the  fhore  :  but  this  not 
appearing  fufficient  to  fecure  the  veffel,  the  boat 
was  hoifted  out  to  fearch  for  a  port  of  fafety  ;  but 
the  ice  bore  upon  her  fo  heavily,  that  the  men  were 
forced  to  quit,  and  hawl  her  over  it  from  piece  to 
piece ;  in  the  mean  time  the  kedger  and  grapnel 
were  broke  away  from  the  fhip,  to  recover  which 
the  boat  was  manned  anew:  yet  it  was  with 
much  difficulty  that  they  caught  the  kedger,  and 
brought  it  back  to  the  veffel ;  and  it  was  with  joy 
they  faw  her  return  ;  for  having  dropped  anchor  in 
a  fhallow  rocky  bottom,  they  loft  fight  of,  and 
gave  her  up. 

Here  the  veffel  being  in  a  very  perilous  fituation, 
the  crew  threw  out  hawfers  on  the  rocks  that 
were  near,  and  every  man  did  his  utmoft  to  warp 
her  out  into  a  better  birth,  where  fhe  lay  to,  and 
well  under  fhelter  of  a  mountain  of  ice,  till  the 
flood,  that  brought  down  large  and  continual 
flakes  of  ice,  diflreffed  her  exceedingly,  tho’  the 
men  worked  very  hard  to  keep  them  off.  At  high 
water  they  were  almoA  in  defpair,  being  forfaken 
by  their  buckler,  or  that  large  piece  of  ice  which 
had  before  fheltered  them,  it  being  now  afloat  ^ 
but  it  returned  to  its  moorings,  and  renewed  its 
protection  with  the  ebb  all  the  following  day  and 
night  :  it  blew  a  rank  ftorm  at  weft,  and  fnowed 
heavily ;  notwithflanding  which  they  made  their 
cables  and  hawfers  faff  to  the  rocks,  tho’  the  ice 
poured  in  upon  them  from  the  fea,  whereby  the 
fluke  of  their  kedger,  the  arms  of  the  grapnels 
and  their  hawfers  were  broken,  as  well  as  their 
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fhallop  once  more  almoft  cruftied  to  bits,  the  re« 
pairing  of  which  required  the  induftry  of  all  hands 
on  board. 

The  following  tide,  the  ice  being  very  thick, 
drove  her  upon  a  fharp  rock,  where  fhe  was  left 
by  the  ebb,  upon  fuch  a  heel  to  feaward,  that 
there  was  no  handing  in  her ;  fo  that  the  crew 
went  to  prayers  on  a  piece  of  ice,  imagining  fhe 
would  never  get  off ;  but  it  beginning  to  flow  un¬ 
expectedly,  they,  to  their  great  fatisfacftion,  once 
more  law  her  afloat,  and  worked  hard  to  remove 
her  from  that  neighbourhood,  tho’  they  were  hill 
in  imminent  danger.  They  now  laboured  to  get 
as  much  of  the  ice  as  they  could  between  them 
and  the  rocks,  as  the  lefs  hurtful  companions  ; 
however,  they  were  forced  to  hew  one  piece  with 
their  axes,  and  other  flxong  inftruments,  for  fear 
of  being  run  down  by  it.  Captain  James  went  on 
Ihore,  which  he  could  eafily  do,  the  ice  joining  fo 
compactly,  as  to  form  one  continued  footing  over 
the  harbour  from  land  to  land  ;  and  here  he  built 
a  beacon  of  ftones,  and  advanced  a  crofs  upon  it, 
naming  the  place  the  Harbour  of  God’s  Provi¬ 
dence.  In  the  evening  the  ice  appeared  in  the  har¬ 
bour  thicker  than  ever,  and  none  went  out  with 
the  ebb,  great  part  of  it  running  a  ground ;  but 
the  fliip  lay  pretty  tight. 

On  the  23d,  captain  James  went  afhore  in  the 
boat,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Aland,  where  he 
climbed  up  a  high  ground,  to  fee  if  he  could  pof- 
flbly  defcry  any  place  whither  to  fleer  the  fliip,  and 
ke£p  her  with  more  fafety  than  where  fhe  then  lay; 
while  he  was  upon  this  fearch,  he  heard  a  mo  ft  ter¬ 
rible  loud  noife,  which  arofe  from  a  very  large 
piece  of  ice  fplitting  near  the  fliip,  into  four  pieces  ; 
but  however  it  luckily  happened  at  fuch  a  diftance 
as  to  do  no  manner  of  damage. 


Having  , 
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Having  fpied  out  a  proper  cove,  he  lent  the  boat 
round  to  the  veflel,  which  was  foon  unmoored,  and 
bawled  up  into  it,  where  having  made  her  fad:  to 
the  rocks,  captain  James  ventured  on  {hore,  and 
found  the  land  rocky  and  uneven,  without  fo  much 
as  a  blade  of  grafs,  or  the  {mailed  fign  of  vegeta¬ 
tion.  As  the  ponds  were  frozen,  fowls  were  not  to 
be  expected  as  yet ;  and  there  was  no  fign  of  either 
bears  or  deer  ;  however,  they  faw  one  or  two 
foxes  :  and,  from  a  few  fire-brands,  fox-bones,  and 
embers,  it  was  eafy  to  fee  there  had  been  lately 
fome  of  the  favages  :  yet  it  was  wonderful  to  think 
what  fhould  have  invited  them  thither,  as  the  foil 
was  entirely  barren,  and  the  fea  void  of  filh. 

The  captain  called  this,  Price’s  Cove,  Price  be¬ 
ing  the  name  of  his  {hip’s  mafier ;  it  is  in  latitude 
fixty  one  degrees,  twenty-four  minutes.  From  the 
high  grounds  here  they  could  fee  Sir  Thomas  But¬ 
ton’s  Illands.  They  left  this  place  on  the  24th, 
{leering  out  betwixt  two  hills  of  ice  that  were 
a-ground  in  forty  fathom  water ;  and  tho’  they  had 
clear  water  within  a  league  of  the  north  fhore  of 
the  Ifiand  of  Refolution,  and  that  the  wind  blew 
hard  from  the  eafi,  the  ice  poured  in  upon  them 
from  the  open  fea,  with  fuch  violence,  that  there 
was  room  to  fear  it  would  grate  fome  of  the  planks 
from  the  {hip’s  fide  ;  and  thus  they  continued  driv¬ 
ing  among  the  ice,  without  being  able,  even  from 
the  top-mail  head,  to  fee  to  the  diftance  of  half  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  till  the  26th,  when  the  weather 
cleared,  and  the  fun  {hone  out  a  little.  They  had 
a  bottom  of  fmall  white  fand  at  an  hundred  and 
forty  fathoms ;  but  no  fign  of  fifh,  tho’  the  men 
hung  out  lines  well  baited.  The  nights  fiill  con¬ 
tinued  very  cold,  and  the  rigging  froze  ;  nor  did 
the  ice  on  freih  water  ponds  begin  yet  to  break. 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

James  begins  to  defpair  of  the  north- w efl  paffage  : 
Hudfori*  $  Str eights  defcribed  :  the  crew  put  to  half 
allowance  :  they  hope for  a  freepafjage  ;  but  are  dis¬ 
appointed:  the  boat  fent  on  a  difcovery  :  they  meet 
captain  Fox’s  Jhip  :  they  compliment  each  other: 
their  bread  Spoiled  by  the  fea :  the  foip  drives  on 
the  rocks ,  but  is  got  off* 

THEY  continued  failing  about  the  coaft  till 
the  5  th  of  July,  when  the  weather  being 
pretty  clear,  and  the  view  round  them  more  free 
than  it  had  hitherto  been,  they  faw  the  fea  to  a 
vaft  extent  of  north  north-weft  quite  filled  with 
ice  ;  from  whence  captain  James  faw  it  would  be 
vain  for  him  to  purfue  his  difcovery  of  a  north' 
weft  paftage  that  year. 

Hudfon’s  Streights  are  about  an  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  leagues  long  ;  they  begin  at  the  Ifland  of  Refo- 
lution,  and  end  at  Digges’s  Ifland,  trending  away 
for  the  moft  part  weft  north-weft  and  eaft  fouth- 
eaft,  betwixt  Digges’s  Ifland  and  Cape  Charles  : 
they  are  twenty  leagues  broad,  but  in  other  parts 
not  more  than  fifteen.  Here  is  a  certain  tide,  but 
no  current ;  and  the  north  fhore  is  freeft  from  ice.  On 
the  fouth  is  a  large  bay,  and  the  main  land  is  high 
on  each  fide. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July,  captain  James  convinced 
that  it  was  too  late  to  attempt  the  north- weft 
paftage,  fleered  weft  fouth- weft  towards  Mans¬ 
field’s  Ifland,  which  at  three  o’  clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  enfuing  day  they  gained  fight  of,  re¬ 
ceiving  many  difmal  fhocks  from  the  ice  in  their 
courfe :  here  the  crew  was  put  to  half  allowance 
of  bread ;  and  two  men  complained  of  ficknefs, 

but 
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but  foon  recovered.  The  boat  being  fent  afhore 
to  found,  it  was  found  that  the  water  flowed  from  . 
weft  fouth-wefl  three  foot,  and  that  at  the  highefl: 
tide  it  did  not  rife  more  than  two  fathom.  Here 
were  fome  marks  of  the  favages  all  along  the  fliore  ; 
for  the  fliip  flood  off  and  on  a  good  way  down,  but 
there  was  no  drift-wood,  beaft,  nor  flfh  ;  nor  any 
thing  ufeful  but  a  few  fowls,  one  of  which  they 
fhot. 

On  the  1 8  th,  in  the  morning,  they  fet  fail,  in¬ 
tending  to  fall  in  with  the  weftern  land,  in  latitude 
fixty-three  or  thereabouts  ;  and  after  fleering  for  a 
fliort  while,  thro’  what  they  began  to  hope  was  an 
open  fea,  they  fell  in  with  thick  ruts  cf  ice,  in 
which  they  were  fometimes  fall:  locked  up,  and 
at  other  times  free  to  go  forward  affifted  by  the 
wind.  In  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  Auguft  they 
came  to  an  anchor  off  a  point  of  land  trending  away 
to  the  fou th ward,,  and  having  near  it  two  fmall 
iflands  ;  they  called  this  the  New  Principality  of 
South  Wales,  drinking  to  the  health  of  Charles 
then  Prince  of  Wales.  At  this  time  the  weather 
was  calm ;  but  the  wind  rofe  the  enfuing  night, 
and  the  (hip  drove  in  fuch  a  manner  as  made  them 
imagine  they  had  loft  their  anchor  ;  wherefore 
they  heaved  in  the  cable,  by  the  means  of  the  cap- 
flan,  in  doing  which  they  found  the  anchor  had 
hitched  ;  and  upon  the  chopping  of  the  fea,  the 
men  were  thrown  with  fuch  force  from  the  cap- 
flan,  that  they  were  all  forely  bruifed,  and  one  of 
them  had  like  to  have  loft  his  head,  by  being  en¬ 
tangled  in  the  bite  of  the  cable  :  Mr.  Price  the 
mailer  narrowly  avoided  breaking  his  leg ;  and 
the  gunner’s  foot  was  wrung  off  at  the  ancle,  fo 
that  he  was  forced  to  have  his  whole  leg  cut  off 
at  the  knee,  to  prevent  a  mortification.  In  the 
mean  time  fhe  drove  into  flioal  water,  but  the 
anchor  taking  place  fecured  the  fliip.  On  the 
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22d  they  weighed  anchor  again,  and  on  the  27th , 
In  the  morning,  were  in  five  fathom  water,  and  fent 
the  boat  afhore  for  difcovery,  with  written  orders 
for  her  guidance,  and  a  ifriCI  charge  for  the  men 
to  return  in  the  evening,  an  order  which  they  did 
not  obey  :  her  delay  gave  captain  James  great  uneafi- 
nefs,  which  was  confiderably  increafed  when  he 
found  both  his  fhot  and  falfe  fires  fpent  in  vain ; 
for  certain  fignals  being  agreed  on,  which  were  not 
anfwered,  they  fuppofed  fhe  was  either  lofi,  or  that 
the  people  in  her  had  fallen  a  prey  to  the  favages  ; 
and  this  they  had  greater  reafon  to  fear,  as  they 
faw  a  fire  on  fliore,  not  at  all  anfwering  theirs. 
Their  profpeCl  was,  at  this  time,  very  di-fmal,  for 
they  had  not  hands  fufficient  oil  board  to  weigh 
anchor  or  manage  the  fhip ;  however,  it  brightened 
with  the  return  of  the  boat,  which  it  feems  had  been 
retarded  by  a  very  unexpected  and  fudden  ebb, 
that  obliged  the  men  on  board  her  to  wait  the  rifing 
of  the  tide.  They  reported  that  fome  wood  grew 
on  the  land,  and  that  there  was  a  good  deal  thrown 
on  fhore  by  the  waves  ;  they  could  difcern  no  fign 
of  inhabitants,  but  faw  fiore  of  fowl,  of  which 
they  killed  fome,  and  traced  the  footfieps  both  of 
bears  and  deer  on  the  fnow :  they  alfo  reported 
they  had  forded  two  fmall  rivers,  and  tried  a  third, 
which  was  too  deep  for  them  to  crofs. 

In  the  morning  of  the  29th,  a  fhip  was  difcover- 
ed  about  four  leagues  to  the  leeward  ;  it  proved  to 
be  a  king’s  fhip,  commanded  by  captain  Fox,  who 
exchanged  with  them  the  ufual  falutes.  That  even¬ 
ing  they  fent  their  boat  on  board  of  him,  and  the 
following  day  he  and  fome  of  his  officers  repaid  the 
vifit,  and  were  received  in  the  befi:  manner  circum- 
flances  would  permit.  Next  morning  fhe  fiood 
away  to  the  fouth  fouth-wefi,  and  was  foon  out  of 
fight. 
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This  month  terminated  in  fnow  and  hail,  and 
the  weather  was  as  fevere  as  it  is  commonly  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  depth  of  winter. 

On  the  iff  of  September  they  coaded  along 
fhore,  in  fhallow  water,  and  as  the  day  cleared  up 
made  drift  to  work  out  of  this  dangerous  bay. 
From  the  2d  to  the  10th  they  laboured  in  various 
forts  of  weather,  never  lofing  fight  of  land,  and 
meeting  with  weather  fo  very  fevere  on  the  4th  and 
6th,  that  they  thought  they  fhould  not  be  able  to 
hold'  it  out  much  longer.  The  wind  blew  a  mod 
dreadful  hurricane,  accompanied  with  hail  and 
fnow ;  the  fea,  which  ran  mountains  high,  wafhed 
over  deck,  poured  into  the  hold,  and  made  its  way 
into  the  bread-room,  where  it  fpoiled  almod  all 
the  provifion. 

On  the  1 1  th,  they  made  an  idand  in  fifty-two 
degrees  and  forty-five  minutes,  on  which  the  cap¬ 
tain  went  afhore  in  the  boat,  and  afterwards  fent 
fome  of  the  men  to  another  part  of  it ;  but  nei¬ 
ther  he  nor  they  could  find  the  dualled  verdure, 
not  fo  much  as  a  little  forrel,  fcurvy-grafs,  or  the 
lead  relief  for  the  fick  men.  On  the  12th,  in  the 
morning,  the  wind  blowing  hard  at  fouth-ead,  the 
fhip  ran  upon  the  rocks,  thro’  the  negleft  of  thofe 
who  were  on  deck  ;  and  now  a  wreck  feeming  in¬ 
evitable,  the  carpenter’s  tools,  a  barrel  of  bread, 
a  barrel  of  powder,  fix  mufkets,  a  tinder-box  and 
matches,  with  hilling- hooks,  lines,  pitch  and  oakum, 
were  fent  afhore  to  ferve  in  extremity. 

In  the  mean  time  they  clewed  up  all  the  fails, 
laid  out  an  anchor  to  heave  her  adern,  threw  out 
all  the  coals,  daved  the  water  in  the  hold,  and  fet 
the  pump  to  work,  to  get  it  out  in  order  to  light¬ 
en  the  fhip,  intending  to  have  done  the  fame  with 
the  beer  ;  at  length,  after  continuing  more  than 
five  hours  to  drike  mod  dreadfully,  fo  that  it  ft  em- 
■ed  her  bottom  could  not  lad,  fhe  beat  over  the 

D  2  rocks, 


Z2 


THE  VOYAGE  OF 


rocks,  in  a  very  leaky  condition,  which  they  went 
about  to  cure  as  foon  as  fhe  was  got  into  deep  wa¬ 
ter,  andfecured  by  an  anchor.  After  this  adventure 
it  began  to  blow  hard  at  weft  fouth-weft ;  and 
had  this  gale  fprung  up  while  die  was  on  the  rocks, 
it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  have  faved  her. 

On  the  13th  they  weighed  anchor,  and  ftood  to 
the  weft  ward  ;  but  there  being  no  anchoring  ground 
that  promifed  fafety,  it  was  refolved  to  take  a  north¬ 
ward  courfe,  and  make  for  the  bottom  of  Hudfon’s 
Bay,  thence  to  endeavour  to  find  a  paffage  into 
the  river  of  Canada  ;  and  if  that  failed,  to  winter 
on  the  main  land,  wThich  m.uft  be  preferable  to 
the  prefent  comfortlefs,  as  well  as  very  dangerous 
ftation  among  rocks,  fiats,  and  iflands.  In  the 
evening  of  the  14th  it  blew  very  hard,*  the  feas 
ran  high,  and  the  fhallop,  which  wTas  faftened  a- 
ftern  in  tow  with  two  hawfers,  fhipped  a  huge 
Pea  and  was  funk;  fo  that  fhe  was  inevitably  loft, 
and  the  fhip  had  only  one  boat  left,  and  that  in  a 
very  crazy  condition  :  hove  ever,  before  night  they 
found  a  fafe  anchoring-place  in  an  opening ;  one 
fide  of  which  was  formed  by  lord  Wefton’s  Ifland, 
and  here  the  men  had  feme  reft  :  remaining  till 
the  19th,  during  all  which  time  the  wind  was  high, 
and  the  fnow  very  violent ;  fo  that  they  feared  put¬ 
ting  out  their  boat,  and  kept  her  on  deck. 

On  the  19th,  the  wind  coming  about  to  north 
north-eaft,  they  ftood  out  to  the  fouthward  ;  but 
about  noon,  the  wind  chopping  about  fouth,  they 
anchored  off  the  Earl  of  Briftol’s  Ifland  ;  and  while 
in  this  place  the  carpenter  repaired  the  boat,  the 
captain  went  afliore,  but  found  not  the  leaf!  mark 
of  a  living  creature  having  ever  been  on  it  before  : 
and  now  finding  that  the  wind  teemed  fixed  in  a 
northerly  point,  fo  that  Hudfon’s  Bay  was  not  to 
be  reached,  they  began  to' look  out  for  a  w  inter¬ 
ing  place  elfe where.  Some  nan  ed  Port  Nelfon  ; 

but 
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but  the  captain  excepted  again!!  it,  not  only  for 
the  danger  of  the  place  itfelf,  but  the  difficulty  of 
getting  thither  thro’  the  ice  ;  and  for  this  reafon  he 
_  determined  to  look  out  for  fome  convenient  creek 
to  the  fouthward. 

On  the  22 d  the  captain  ventured  to  land  upon 
an  id  and  in  latitude  fifty-two  degrees  and  ten  mi¬ 
nutes,  which  he  called  Sir  Thomas  Rowe’s  Ifland  ; 
but  the  wind  changing  while  he  was  afhore,  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  he  recovered  the  ffiip.  The 
weather,  while  they  continued  here,  was  very 
changeable,  and  intollerably  cold ;  befides,  the 
ffioals  upon  which  they  were  ahnoR  every  mo¬ 
ment  driven  by  the  tide,  threatened  them  with 
inevitable  deftrucdion  •  however,  here  they  Raid 
till  about  the  30th. 

CHAP.  HI. 

Heavy  fnozv :  the  Jhipis  all  frozen  over  :  a  hove!  ejec¬ 
ted  ajhore  for  the  fick  :  the  if  and  appears  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  barren:  a  man  hjl :  a  fin  ki  eg  pmclfoimd 
out :  a  good -well  funk:  tleir  hovel  is  in  dagger  of 
being  burned :  the  gunner  dies ,  and.  is  buried  in  the 
fa:  the  /hip  is  run  aground ,  and  all  hands  leave  her  ; 
the  captain  makes  a  fpeech  to  the  men:  they  under¬ 
take  building  a  pinnace.  , 

I  -  ** 

CHS!  the  fR  of  October  they  got  under  fail  j 
P.  but  could  make  fcarcely  any  way  for  the 
multiplicity  of  fand-banks.  On  the  4th,  the  cap¬ 
tain  went  afhore  on  the  earl  of  Daiiby’s  IRands  ; 
but  found  nothing  except  a  few  berries.  On  the 
7th  it  fnowed  fo  violently,  that  they  were  forced 
to  clear  the  deck  of  it  with  fhovels  ;  and  the  mow 
being  frozen  over  all  parts  of  the  fhip,  Ihe  appear¬ 
ed  like  a  lump  of  ice  ;  the  fun  which  ffione  out  the 
following  day,  not  being  Rrong  enough  to  have 
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the  flighted  effect  upon  it.  The  cold  now  increafed 
ib  much  that  they  could  fcarcely  preferve  any  thing 
from  freezing,  even  by  the  fire  fide  ;  and  as  for 
the  fails  they  were  now  of  no  manner  of  ufe,  be¬ 
ing  quite  fpoiled  with  the  ice. 

As  feveral  of  the  men  were  very  fickly,  the  car¬ 
penter  and  feme  of  the  crew,  by  way  of  affiffants, 
let  about  erecting  a  hovel  for  them  on  the  fhore, 
to  fee  if  that  would  contribute  to  reflore  them, 
while  the  captain,  with  fome  attendants,  ranged 
the  ifland  in  fearch  of  inhabitants ;  but  found 
not  any  thing  that  could  be  of  the  leaft  ufe  to 
the  people  :  though  he  was  fatigued  with  wad- 
ing  through  the  fnow,  which  reached  up  to  the 
middie  of  the  leg.  In  the  mean  time,  the  bail¬ 
ors  on  board  took  down  the  top-fails,  and  folded 
them  up,  laying  them  carefully  between  decks,  af¬ 
ter  they  had  dried  them  at  a  good  fire  made  on 
the  hearth  in  the  hatchwa}/. 

On  the  1 2th,  the  main-fail  fheet,  being  firff  thaw¬ 
ed  by  the  fire,  was  carried  afhore  to  cover  the 
newly  ereffed  hovel ;  after  which,  the  fix  perfons 
who  had  raifed  it,  being  furnifhed  with  two  grey¬ 
hounds  which  the  captain  had  brought  out  to  af- 
fiff  in  killing  deer,  or  other  game,  as  well  as  with 
mufkets  and  other  furniture,  were  permitted  to  lie 
afhore  all  night. 

On  the  13th,  fome  of  the  men  defired  leave 
to  traverfe  the  country ;  which  being  granted,  with 
a  charge  that  they  fhould  keep  together,  and  look 
out  for  a  convenient  harbour  for  the  fhip,  '  they 
went,  and  returned  on  the  15th  with  a  fmall  lean., 
deer,  which  they  had  cut  into  quarters  ;  they  re¬ 
ported  they  had  feen  a  few  more,  but  no  fign  of 
any  other  bead,  nor  yet  of  inhabitant  nor  port. 
On  the  13th,  William  Clements  the  lieutenant  went 
on  the  fame  errand,  with  five  of  the  crew,  and 
reaped  nothing  but  hardffup  in  their  progrefs  :  du- 
,  •  ring 
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ting  which  they  loft  one  of  their  hands  whofe  name 
was  John  Barton  :  he  was  gunner’s  mate,  and  funk 
in  attempting  to  crofs  the  ice  of  a  pond  that  flood 
in  the  way  rather  than  go  a  little  about. 

On  the  1  ft  of  November  the  captain  overhawled 
the  fteward’s  account  of  the  fhip’s  provifion,  which 
he  found  very  exadt,  and  things  well  hu (banded. 
On  the  9th,  the  boat  with  great  difficulty  com¬ 
ing  afhore,  becaufe  of  the  fnow  and  ice,  brought 
from  the  fhip  a  barrel  of  beer ;  it  froze  firmly, 
and  being  thawed  in  a  kettle  over  the  fire,  con¬ 
tracted  a  moft  difagreeable  tafle,  which  caufed 
them  to  feek  the  means  of  breaking  the  ice  of  a 
neighbouring  pond ;  but  thereout  iffuing  a  moft 
lothfome  fmell,  orders  were  given  for  none  to 
touch  it,  left  it  fhould  be  infectious  :  this  difap- 
pointment  induced  them  to  fink  a  well  near  their 
dwelling,  which  afforded  them  excellent  water  that 
feemed  fweet  and  nourifhmg  as  milk. 

On  the  1 2th,  their  houfe  took  fire,  but  the  flame 
was  foon  extinguifhed,  and  this  accident  taught 
them  to  keep  ftriCter  watch  ;  very  large  fires  be¬ 
ing  abfolutely  neceffary.  On  the  2 2d,  the  gunner, 
whofe  leg  was  cut  off,  died,  and  was  buried  in  the 
fea,  at  a  good  diftance  from  the  fliip  ;  he  had  been 
indulged  with  as  much  fack  as  he  could  drink 
for  about  three  days  before  his  death ;  and  his 
bottle,  that  contained  it,  often  froze  at  his  bed’s 
head,  as  did  the  plaifter  at  his  wound,  though  he 
was  covered  with  a  load  of  cloaths,  and  a  pan  of 
live  coals  was  kept  conftantly  in  his  cabbin,  which 
was  ma.de  up  as  clofe  as  could  be,  in  the  gun¬ 
room. 

On  the  23d,  the  fhip  was  in  manifeft  .danger  of 
being  driven  from  her  moorings  by  feveral  pieces 
of  ice  running  foul  of  her,  the  leaft  of  them  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  over,  and  they  ftrained  the  cable 
confiderably :  in  this  extremity  the  crew  fired  fig- 
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nals  of  diflrefs.,  which  were  anfwered  by  the 
hands  a-lhore,  who  were  not  able  to  go  off  to  her 
a  hi  fiance  ;  however,  they  made  towards  her  in  the 
boat,  as  foon  as  ever  day  permitted ;  and  then  it 
was  determined  to  run  her  a-ground,  in  order  to 
preferve  her  as  long  as  pofhble  ;  for  it  was  evident 
that  neither  cables  nor  anchors  would  hold  her 
long  againft  the  driving  ice  and  high  winds. 

When  this  refolution  was  agreed  on,  fhe  was 
run  in  as  clofe  upon  the  fhore  as  could  be,  and  the 
provifions  and  powder  feat  in  the  boat  to  the  ho¬ 
vel :  tho’  fhe  was  bedded  in  two  feet  depth  of 
fand,  fhe  continued  to  beat  very  violently;  on 
which  the  captain  ordered  the  carpenter  to  bore  a 
hole  with  an  auger  in  her  bottom,  and  in  about 
fix  hours  the  water  rofe  upen  her,  not  without 
having  broken  into  the  powder  and  bread-rooms, 
and  otherwife  damaged  her  between  decks ;  after 
which  fhe  began  to  fettle  ;  and  they  helped  her 
down  with  throwing  into  the  hold  her  cables, 
(pare  anchors,  and  other  luggage,  among  which 
was  the  furgeon’s  chefh  This  was  on  the  29th,  in 
the  evening,  when  they  took  to  the  boat,  being 
feventeen  in  all ;  and  the  water  was  fo  thick  con¬ 
gealed  with  fnow,  that  it  was  with  much  hardfhip 
they  reached  the  fhore,  by  doable  manning  four 
oars,  and  appointing  four  others  to  relieve  them  ; 
and  they  were  fo  altered  with  adhefive  fnow  and 
ice,  that  on  their  landing  they  fcarce  knew  each 
other. 

When  they  had  hawled  up  the  boat,  it  being 
now  dark,  they  groped  their  way  to  their  hovel, 
where  having  made  a  good  fire,  they  regaled  up¬ 
on  water  melted  before  it,  and  fome  bread :  then 
they  entered  into  a  debate  concerning  their  Eola¬ 
tion  ;  and  tho’  the  carpenter  gave  it  as  his  opini¬ 
on  that  the  fhip  was  quite  foundered,  and  if  not 
quite  fo,  that  fhe  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  lofs 
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of  her  rudder  ;  yet  the  captain  thought  otherwife, 
and  encouraged  his.  people  to  keep  up  their  fpirits 
with  a  well-worded  fpee.ch,  in  which  he  obferved 
to  them,  That  their  prefent  condition  was  very  de¬ 
plorable  ;  yet  a  reliance  upon  that  Providence,  which 
never  forfakes  thofe  who  confide  in  it,  would  con¬ 
vince  them  of  its  efficacy  ;  that  they  had  number- 
lefs  examples  of  people  being  reduced  to  circum- 
fiances  rather  worfe  than  theirs,  and  either  find¬ 
ing  or  procuring  relief  at  times  when  it  was  fcarce- 
ly  to  be  expefled  ;  that  a  pinnace  might  at  the  worft 
be  built  out  of  the  wreck  of  the  fliip,  in  cafe  (lie 
was  irretrievably  loft,  with  which,  the  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  aflifting,  they  might  once  more  be  enabled 
to  reach  Old  England.  To  this  hint  the  carpenter 
anfwered,  No  induflry  of  his  fhould  be  wanting,  to¬ 
wards  extricating  them  out  of  this  place;  that  if 
the  crew  would  aid  him,  he  imagined  the  ifland  on 
which  they  were  produced  timber  enough  proper 
for  building  a  pinnace,  without  meddling  with 
the  fliip,  which  might  by  fome  good  chance,  be 
again  rendered  more  ufeful  than  now  feemed  pro¬ 
bable.  And  all  the  men  replying,  they  would  da 
their  utmoft  to  help  forward  whatever  work  he 
fhould  undertake  for  the  public  good,  the  cap¬ 
tain  promifed  a  liberal  reward  to  the  induftrious, 
and  to  the  carpenter,  by  way  of  encouragement, 
gave  ten  pounds  worth  of  plate  immediately,  a  Tur¬ 
ing  him,  that  in  cafe  he  completed  the  pinnace, 
on  their  arrival  in  England  he  would  make  him  a 
prefent  of  that,  and  of  five  pounds  befides. 

On  the  30th  the  furgeon  played  the  barber,  and 
cut  the  hair  and  beards  bf  the  whole  fliip’s  compa¬ 
ny,  which  were  fo  if  rung  with  icicles  as  to  become 
very  painful. 

On  the  1  ft  of  December  fome  of  the  men  made 
way  in  the  boat,  thro’  the  thick  congealed  water, 
to  the  (hip’s  fide,  to  bring  fome  neceilaries  afhore; 
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but  night  coming  on,  they  were  obliged  to  lie  on 
board,  being  almoft  ftarved  with  cold,  tho’  they 
made  a  fhift  to  light  up  a  fire  upon  the  deck.  The 
following  day  was  fo  extremely  cold,  that  the  way 
to  the  lhip  was  quite  frozen,  and  the  men  walked 
afhore  over  the  ice  with  five  hundred  dry  fifh,  fome 
cloaths  and  bedding,  which  were  quite  fpoiled 
with  the  wet ;  however,  in  fuch  circumffances  as 
thofe  of  the  captain  and  his  people  at  that  time, 
any  covering  that  contributed  to  warmth  was  wel¬ 
come. 

On  the  3d,  the  weather  being  fomething  milder, 
fome  of  the  men  faved  themfelves,  with  difficulty, 
from  being  drowned  in  croffing  the  ice,  which  broke 
under  them ;  and  the  wind  being  wefterly,  fuch 
pieces  of  ice  as  were  loofe  drove  out  to  fea,  and 
in  their  paffage  in  fome  meafure  damaged  the  fhip 
as  they  rubbed  by  her.  And  now  the  men  hav¬ 
ing  dug  the  boat  out  from  among  the  ice  that  fur- 
rounded  it,  endeavoured  to  hoiff  her  in  upon  the 
deck  of  the  fhip,  but  all  their  whole  ftrength  united 
being  infufficient  to  raife  her  all  the  way,  they 
were  obliged  to  leave  her  fufpended  in  the  tackles 
by  the  fhip’s  fide,  a  foot  or  two  below  the  furface 
of  the  deck. 

The  time  from  this  day  to  the  18  th  wasfpent  in 
bringing  to  the  hovel,  and  a  new  jftore-houfe  erected 
near  it,  fuch  provifion  and  other  neceffaries  as  re¬ 
mained  to  be  brought  from  the  fhip,  while  the  car¬ 
penter  and  fome  aflifting  hands  were  collecting  w7ood 
for  the  pinnace;  but  many  of  thofe  who  laboured 
at  this  work  had  their  fingers,  cheeks,  nofes,  and 
other  tender  parts  frozen  as  white  as  fnow  itfelf, 
which  fell  very  faff;  and  the  cold  daily  increafed, 
raifmg  very  large  bliffers  on  thofe  who  expofed 
themfelves  too  openly  or  too  fuddenly  to  the  fire. 

Their  fpring-well  being  now  frozen  up,  fo  that 
they  could  not  Find  water  for  digging,  they  were 

reduced 
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reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  drinking  fnow-v/ater,  a 
beverage  every  way  unwholfome,  caufing  ugly  erup¬ 
tions,  and  fhortnefs  of  breath  :  even  their  fack,  vine¬ 
gar,  oil  and  brandy  became  like  pieces  of  wood,  and 
they  were  obliged  to  hew  them  with  hatchets  for  ufe; 
nay,  the  froft  was  fo  fevere  as  to  penetrate  within 
a  yard  of  the  fire-fide,  tho’  the  door  was  kept  clofe 
fhut.  The  fnow  fell  fo  thick  that  it  reached  near 
the  height  of  the  roof  of  the  houfe  ;  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  to  cut  a  paflage  thro’  it,  and  keep 
that  palfage  clear  by  (hoveling  away  the  new  fallen 
fnow  every  day;  and  this  confolidating  ferved  for 
the  captain’s  gallery  and  fick  mens  walk,  the  furface 
of  it  being  a  yard  above  the  ground  at  lead. 

About  this  time  captain  James  recolleffing,  that 
on  his  firE  landing  he  had  difcovered  a  good  fpring 
by  the  foot  of  a  hill  at  a  little  diftance,  near  which 
he  had  ordered  two  or  three  trees  to  be  cut  down 
by  way  of  mark,  fent  fome  of  the  men  to  fearch 
for  it,  who  foon  found  the  place ;  and,  {hoveling 
away  the  fnow,  came  to  its  head,  and  brought  him 
a  cann  of  it,  whereby  he  was  considerably  refresh¬ 
ed.  This  difcovery  proved  of  great  fervice  to  thefe 
diftreSTed  people ;  for  the  Spring  ran  Strongly  the 
whole  year,  and  if  the  fever  eft  weather  froze  the 
paflage  to  it,  it  was  So  triflingly,  that  it  was  eafily 
fet  open. 

It  being  now  Chriftmas,  they  obferved  that  Sa¬ 
cred  feflival  with  as  much  Solemnity  as  poflible ; 
and  on  St.  John’s  day  agreed  to  call  the  place  of 
their  abode  Winter’s  Forefl,  in  memory  of  Sir  John 
Winter. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

They  begin  the  new  year  with  feme  ajh  onomical  olf ova¬ 
tions:  an  attempt  at  accounting  for  the  generation  of 
ice  :  the  people  grew  very  fickly  :  vari.us  effects  of 
the  cold :  the  carpenter  is  di fabled  :  they  lofe  their 
boat ,  and  endeavour  to  raife  the  fhip. 

ON  the  6th  of  January,  an  obfervation  being 
taken,  the  fun  filming  very  clear,  Winter’s 
Foreft  was  found  to  be  in  fifty-one  degrees  and 
fifty-two  minutes,  a  difference  caufed  by  the  great  " 
rarefaction  that  prevails  here. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  the  fun,  when  juft  rifen  above  the 
horizon,  appeared  of  an  oval  figure,  but  by  de¬ 
grees  feemed  to  reaffume  its  common  form  as  it 
role. 

On  the  ’30th  and  31ft,  all  the  Via  LaCtea,  the 
cloud  in  Cancer  and  the  Pleiades  appeared  to  be 
full  of  fmall  ftars,  as  was  the  whole  fkie,  beyond, 
fays  captain  James,  any  night  he  had  ever  before 
feen;  but  more  than  one  fourth  of  them  were  foon 
eclipfed  in  the^moon’s  luftre  which  fhoneout  about 
ten  o’  clock  at  night.  In  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  the  fea  had  been  all  over  frozen,  fo  that  no 
water  was  to  be  feen ;  and  the  wind  was  for  the 
rnoft  part  northerly,  and  exceftively  cold  :  the  few 
intermitting  hours  that  were  tollerably  mild  were 
employed  in  bringing  wood  for  firing,,  working  at 
the  pinnace,  and  keeping  the  avenues  cut  from  the 
dwelling  and  ftore-houfe,  thro’  the  fnow,  from  be¬ 
ing  blocked  up. 

Captain  James,  in  his  journal,  endeavours  thus 
to  account  for  the  generation  of  that  ice,  which 
hereabouts  covers  the  furface  of  the  fea.  After 
the  middle  of  September,  fays  he,  it  feldom  rains, 
but  fnows  daily  very  heavily  ;  and  this  fnow  falling 
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at  ebb  in  large  quantities,  upon  the  fhoals  and 
fand  banks,  of  which  there  are  great  numbers  in 
this  bay,  is  carried  out  by  the  flood,  and  meeting 
together  on  the  furface,  coagulates  and  unites  from 
the  different  parts ;  befldes,  the  firA  flrong  ob- 
Aacle,  fuch  as  an  ifland  or  ledge  of  rocks  that  it 
meets  with,  impedes  the  progrefsof  the  whole  mafs, 
which  is  increafed  and  extended  by  the  additional 
{hows  wafhed  off  by  every  tide,  which  at  length 
becoming  fo  thick  as  almofl  to  flagnate  the  water, 
is  in  that  flate  of  inaction  rendered  more  fit  to  fuf- 
tain  the  impreflion  of  the  weather,  and  form  into 
one  extenflve  plate  of  ice. 

The  cold  was  as  fevere  the  whole  month  of 
February  as  it  had  been  at  any' time  in  the  whole 
year,  and  its  difmal  effeffs  were  bitterly  felt  by 
thofe  curious'  adventurers,  loofening  their  teeth, 
fwelling  their  gums,  and  putting  them  to  fuch 
pain  that  they  could  not  eat  their  victuals  ;  and  m  df 
of  them  afforded  the  furgeon  daily  opportunities 
of  improving  his  pradfice. 

Abroad,  the  air  was  fcarce  to  be  endured,  no 
cloaths  being  proof  againfl  its  penetration  ;  for  it 
froze  over  the  hair  and  eye-lids,  fo  as  almofl:  to  fuf- 
focate  thofe  who  oppofed  it.  The  walls  of  the 
dwelling  were  hung  with  icicles  ;  even  the  bed- 
cloaths,  which  were  almofl  clofe  to  the  Are,  were 
covered  with  white  frofl  ;  and  the  water  in  the  tub 
wherein  the  cook  frefhened  his  meat,  froze  to  the 
bottom  during  one  watch  that  he  flept,  tho’  it  was 
not  a  yard  from  the  fire :  after  this  accident  lie  put 
it  into  a  brafs  kettle  clofe  to  the  fire,  and  even 
there,  while  the  water  next  it  was  w  arm,  that 
on  the  other  fide  was  frozen  an  inch  deep  very  of¬ 
ten ;  and  tho’  the  furgeon  took  what  care  he  could 
of  his  f}rups  and  other  medicaments,  they  under¬ 
went  ths  f;  me  h  te ;  nor  could  the  clock  nor  watches 
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be  protected  from  its  influence :  nay,  the  ground 
was  frozen  ten  feet  below  -the  furface. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  extremities,  the  men 
did  their  bell:  to  perform  the  neceflary  work,  tho* 
they  had  no  fhoes  ;  what  they  had  being  quite  de- 
Ifroyed  between  the  fnow  and  the  fire,  wherefore 
they  were  forced  to  wrap  clouts  about  their  feet  as 
warmly  as  they  could  contrive. 

On  the  1 5  th  of  March,  one  of  the  men  imagining 
he  had  feen  a  deer,  engaged  two  or  three  others 
to  go,  with  the  captain’s  leave,  in  purfuit  of  it ; 
but  they  returned  at  night  fuccefslefs,  and  fo  dif~ 
abled  with  cold,  that  they  could  not  flir  for  a  fort¬ 
night  after,  having  their  legs  and  the  foies  of  their 
feet  covered  with  blifters  as  big  as  walnuts  ;  and 
three  others  who  roved  out  upon  the  fame  account 
a  few  days  after,  were  rather  worfe  off,  for  they 
were  near  perilhing  in  the  cold.  The  providing 
timber  for  fewel,  as  well  as  for  working  the  pinnace, 
v/as  attended  with  much  difficulty ;  for  the  hatch¬ 
ets  and  axes  were  all  either  broke  in  the  blades, 
fockets,  or  handles ;  yet  thefe  were  the  only  in¬ 
struments  they  had  to  cut  down  trees  and  form 
them  :  befides,  it  was  very  difficult  to  find 
wood  fit  for  firing ;  that  which  was  green  caufing 
fuch  a  fmoke  as  almoft  to  fuffiocate  thofe  who  fat 
round  it,  and  afpecies  of  turpentine  ifliied  from  that 
which  was  dry,  caufing  alfo  a  fmoke,  which 
tho’  not  fo  intollerable  as  the  other,  yet  covered 
them  with  foot,  and  made  them  look  like  a  parcel 
of  chimney-fweepers. 

In  the  month  of  April,  the  carpenter,  who  had 
for  fome  time  paft  been  carried  out  to  wTork,  and 
four  men  befides,  became  fo  infirm  that  they 
werenot  able  to  move ;  and  the  boatfwain  with 
feveral  others  fickened  apace  ;  fo  that,  there  were 
but  five  men  left  who  could  eat  their  allow¬ 
ance  :  yet,  with  their  affifiance,  the  captain  deter¬ 
mined. 
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mined,  as  the  weather  was  growing  more  mild, 
to  dig  out  the  ice  which  lay  in  the  flfip,  that 
they  might  have  her  in  greater  readinefs  to  make 
the  belt  ufe  of  ,at  a  proper  feafon.  And  for  this 
work  they  had  but  two  iron  bars,  and  four  broken 
fnovels;  it  was  his  intention  to  heap  the  ice  which 
he  had  dug  out  of  her,  on  her  larboard  bow, 
and  by  fuch  means  form  a  barricado  to  prevent  her 
from  being  damaged  when  the  ice  fhould  break  in 
the  bay ;  which  it  was  to  be  feared  might,  in  her 
prefent  crazy  condition,  fhatter  her  all  to  pieces.  On 
the  6th  of  April  fell  larger  and  thicker  fnow  than 
any  they  had  hitherto  feen  upon  this  place  ;  for  that, 
tvhich  was  common  here,  was  fmall  and  dry  as  duff, 
and  drove  before  the  wind,  fo  as  to  endanger  the 
eyes  and  throats  of  fuch  as  faced  it. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  in  cloudy  dull  weather, 
an  illand  bearing  fouth  fouth-ead,  four  leagues 
from  Winter’s  Fored,  was  plainly  to  be  feen  from 
the  lowed:  flation ;  and  yet  in  clear  funny  weather 
it  was  not  to  be  difcerned  even  from  an  eminence ; 
the  reafon  of  this  is,  that  a  mill  or  gentle  fog  per¬ 
forms  the  office  of  a  magnifying-glafs. 

On  the  1 6th,  being  a  comfortable  fun-ffiiny  day, 
they  cleared  the  blip’s  deck  of  fnow,  and  made  a 
good  fire  in  her  cabbin  to  dry  her.  On  the  17th 
they  dug  up  her  anchor  from  under  the  ice,  in 
fhoal  water,  and  brought  it  on  board ;  and  indeed 
they  found  they  had  no  recourfe  but  to  make  the 
bed  they  could  of  the  fiiip ;  for  the  boat  was  bul¬ 
ged,  and,  at  the  bed,  too  fmall  to  do  them  any 
fervice,  as  it  was  neither  large  enough  to  dow  all 
the  men,  nor  drong  enough  to  live  upon  the  main 
fea ;  befides,  the  carpenter  being  pad  hope  of  re¬ 
covery,  their  pinnace  could  be  of  no  advantage  to 
them.  On  the  19th,  the  mader  and  two  others 
chofe  to  lie  on  board,  that  they  might  withdraw 
themfelves  from  the  lamentation  and  outcries  of 
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their  nek  fhipmates,  which  were  very  melancholy* 
nor  had  their  bedding  during  the  whole  winter  been 
in  the  lead  comfortable  ;  but  their  chance  was  no 
worfe  than  that  of  the  reft  of  the  fhip’s  crew. 

On  the  23d  they  pierced  a  calk  of  beer,  which 
they  dug  out  of  the  hold  ;  and  tho’  it  was  little  bet¬ 
ter  than  bilge-water,  it  gave  them  all  great  fatis- 
fadflon. 

The  bed  part  of  this  month  was  confumed  in 
dopping  the  holes  they  had  bored  in  the  fhip  to 
fink  her,  in  repairing  her  other  damages,  and  free¬ 
ing  her  from  the  ice  and  fnow  that  overwhelmed 
her  ;  it  was  a  work,  fuchof  the  hands  as  were  able 
purfued  with  great  alacrity:  and  by  the  28th,  the 
cook,  by  pouring  into  them  water  boiling  hot,  and 
that  incefl’antly,  had  fet  both  pumps  free  from  the 
ice,  and  they  delivered  water  very  well  On  the 
29th  it  rained  all  day  long,  which  gave  them  great 
joy,  as  it  was  a  certain  fign  that  winter  was  broke 
up,  and  about  to  give  place  to  a  gentler  feafon  ; 
and  tho’  it  hailed,  fnowed,  and  was  very  cold  the 
30th  and  3 id,  yet  the  rain  had  given  them  fuch 
fpirits,  that  on  May  eve  they  toaded  their  respec¬ 
tive  midreffes  in  the  bed  liquor  they  had,  over  a 
good  fire. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  V. 

In  neighing  up  the  jhip  they  arrive  at  fame  ufeful 
pores  :  they  lofe  two  of  their  men :  the  fnow  begins 
to  melt  fajl :  they  find  their  rudder  :  James's  opi¬ 
nion  with  refpett  to  the  generation  of  mujkettnes  :  the 
fhip  is  launched ,  and  they  prepare  to  quit  IP  inter* s 
For  eft :  the  whole  ifiand  is  jet  on  fire . 

rpHE  thaw  increafed  as  May  grew  old,  thos 
JL  the  weather  was  fo  bitter  on  the  2d, 
that  thofe  who  had  any  Prength  durP  not  Pir  over 
their  threPiold  ;  and  it  made  the  Pick,  who  fwoon- 
ed  at  being  turned  in  their  beds,  fo  very  fore,  that 
they  were  more  peevh'h  than  ever.  On  the  4th,  as  the 
melted  flow  began  to  lie  in  plaPies,  fome  cranes  and 
geefe  made  their  appearance,  but  were  fo  very  fear¬ 
ful  that  there  was  no  getting  at  them  ;  the  captain 
and  furgeon  endeavoured  it  for  above  two  hours, 
but  got  nothing  for  their  trouble,  but  fitch  violent 
aches,  for  they  had  waded  thro’  the  new  thawed 
flow  in  many  places,  that  James  declared  he  thought, 
without  exaggerating,  he  Piould  have  loP  his  legs. 
On  the  6th,  they  buried  John  Warden,  the  maf- 
ter’s  chief  mate,  on  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  fandy 
hill,  which  they  called  Brandon  Hill. 

On  the  9th  they  heaved  out  of  the  hold  five 
barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  four  butts  of  beer,  and 
a  cafle  of  cyder,  which  was  well  flavoured,  and  had 
by  fome  providential  chance  been  finely  preserved. 

On  the  1 2th,  they  came  at  the  flore-fiioes  which 
hack lain  all  winter  in  the  water;  yet,  they  were 
very  ferviceable,  and  every  man  fitted  himfelf  with 
a  pair  when  they  were  dried  by  the  fire  ;  they 
alfo  found  a  tierce  of  wine,  but  hard  frozen  ;  but 
what  they  had  mofi  reafon  to  lament  was  the  lofs 
of  their  rudder,  for  which  they  fearched  among 

the 
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the  ice  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fhip,  to  no 
manner  of  purpofe. 

On  the  14th,  the  boatfwain,  with  fome  hands 
to  help,  laboured  hard  to  get  ready  the  rigging,  and 
clear  it  from  the  ice,  while  the  cooper,  tho’  very 
infirm,  made  up  and  refitted  fome  cafks,  it  being 
the  captain’s  intention,  if  he  could  not  get  the 
fhip  otherwife  eafily  off,  to  pafs  fome  cables  un¬ 
der  her,  and  buoy  her  up  with  cafks.  The  fame 
day  the  captain  having  made  bullets  with  fome 
old  pewter  and  the  aprons  of  guns,  for  they  would 
not  touch  the  carpenter’s  fheet  lead,  went  out  to 
.kill  wild  fowl  for  the  lick:  and  on  the  15th  he 
manured  a  fmall  flip  of  ground  that  was  free 
from  fnow,  and  {owed  it  with  peafe,  in  hopes  to 
have  fome  few  greens  for  the  ufe  of  the  men,  to 
which  they  had  been  {hangers  fin'ce  their  landing 
here. 

On  the  1 8  th  died  William  Cole  the  carpenter,  he 
having  before  his  death  nearly  completed  the  pin¬ 
nace,  which  was  a  well  proportioned  vefTel,  of  a~ 
bout  fourteen  tons  burthen,  twenty-feven  feet  by 
the  keel,  ten  feet  by  the  beam,  and  five  feet  in 
hold  :  this  man  was  buried  clofe  by  the  mailer’s 
mate  on  Brandon-hill.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day,  the  body  of  the  gunner,  who  died  fix  months 
before,  was  difcovered  with  his  head  downwards 
among  the  ice,  juft  under  the  gun-room  ports ; 
the  captain  ordered  it  to  be  dug  out  and  buried 
with  the  reft.  It  was  remarkable^  that  he  fent 
forth  no  noifome  fmell,  the  plaifter  was  flicking 
to  his  wound,  and  he  was  very  little  altered,  ex¬ 
cept  that  his  flefh  hung  very.loofe  on  his  bones. 
The  fnows  by  this  time  were  pretty  well  fallen  all 
over  the  illand  ;  but  there  was  no  lign  of  the  ice 
breaking  in  the  bay,  tho’  the  fun  was  often  pretty 
warm  till  the  24th,  when  it  began  to  crack  with  a 
moft  dreadful  noife ;  foon  after  which  lignal  it  broke. 
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and  drove  with  the  tide,  and  then  appeared  the 
advantage  of  the  barricado  ;  for  it  was  plain  that 
it  protected  the  fhip  from  being  dafhed  to  pieces  ; 
and  A  he  fame  day  one  David  Harmon  driking  his 
lance  down  among  the  ice,  luckily  hit  upon  and 
brought  up  the  rudder.  On  the  30th,  they  launch” 
ed  their  boat,  and  the  p adage  about  the  drip  was 
quite  free  for  her  to  paddle  in,  a  fight  that  gave 
great  joy  to  the  whole  fhip’s  crew.  This  day  they 
found  fome  vetches,  which  were  boiled  for  the 
lick  ;  they  alfo  had  prepared  their  fails  and  rigg¬ 
ing,  dried  their  fifh,  and  aired  their  provifion, 
there  being  only  the  captain  and  mader  able  to 
eat  any  thing  fait. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  there  was  fo  fevere  a 
return  of  cold,  that  things  once  again  froze  under 
roofs;  however,  it  pafled  off;  and  on  thenth* 
after  having  laboured  at  it  five  or  fix  days,  they 
made  a  diift  to  hang  the  rudder;  and  the  vetches, 
which  were  every  day  gathered,  and  divided 
among  the  broth  given  to  the  men,  or  eaten  with 
oil  and  vinegar,  proved  wonderful  redoratives  : 
they  began  daily  to  recruit,  they  were  able  to  eat 
beef,  their  teeth  being  refadened,  and  the  fwelling 
of  their  gums  reduced. 

O11  the  10th  of  this  month  there  was  fome  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning,  and  the  weather  was  fo  hot, 
that  feveral  of  the  failors  diverted  themfelves  with 
fwimming :  in  the  ponds  were  plenty  of  a  fort 
of  frogs,  which  the  men  feared  eating,  led  they 
diould  have  proved  toads :  the  ground  fwarmed 
with  ants,  and  the  air  was  full  of  butterflies,  and 
feveral  other  fpecies  of  dies,  particularly  mulkettoes, 
which  were  exceffively  troublefome  :  it  was  the 
opinion  of  captain  James,  that  they  revived  from 
the  rotten  wood,  in  which  the  winter’s  cold  con¬ 
fined  them  in  an  inactive  date. 


On 
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On  the  1 7th,  they  made  a  ffiift,  having  lighten¬ 
ed  the  (hip  of  every  thing,  to  heave  her  off  into  & 
foot  and  a  half  deeper  water,  where  they  moored 
her ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  2 2d,  they  towed  her 
into  her  old  anchoring  place,  where  fhe  had  rode 
the  preceding  year,  taking  care  to  keep  her  clear 
of  the  driving  fea.  The  23d,  they  fhifped  fome 
proviiions,  being  forced  to  wade  to  the  boat  with 
them,  at  leaft  a  mufket  iliot’s  length  ;  and  on  the 
24th  they  made  a  crofs  of  one  of  the  higheff  trees 
in  the  ifland,  to  which  they  affixed  the  pictures  of 
king  Charles  and  his  queen,  well  drawn,  but  clofe 
-  wrapped  in  lead,  fo  that  no  air  could  poffibly-  af- 
fedt  them ;  and  underneath  were  inferred  his  titles, 
viz. 

Charles  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France, 
and  Ireland,  alfo  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  terri¬ 
tories  to  the  weffward  as  far  as  Nova  Albion  j  and 
to  the  northward  to  the  latitude  of  eighty  degrees. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  lead  they  nailed  a  {hilling 
and  a  fixpence  of  king  Charles’s  coin,  and  under 
it  his  arms,  beneath  which  were  thofe  of  Briffol 
city,  both  neatly  caft  in  lead.  This  crofs  thus 
ornamented,  they  eredled  over  their  dead  compa¬ 
nions  on  the  top  of  Brandon  Hill ;  at  the  fame 
time  taking  poffeffion  of  the  land  in  his  molt  facred 
majeffy’s  name. 

On  the  25th,  the  boatfwain  with  fome  of  the  belt 
hands  to  affiff  him,  fet  about  rigging  the  {hip,  and 
putting  the  provifions  and  other  neceffaries  on 
board.  About  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  fame 
day,  captain  James,  accompanied  by  one  of  the 
failors,  took  a  lance,  a  mu  fleet,  and  fome  fewel  to 
kindle  a  fire  near  a  very  high  tree,  which  they 
called  the  Watch-tree,  and  ufed  often  to  climb, 
becaufe  it  afforded  a  good  profpedf.  It  was  the 
captain’s  intention  to  obferve,  while  the  fire  was 
burning,  whether  it  would  be  anfwered  by  another 

fire 
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fire,  or  any  particular  fignal ;  whereby  he  might 
obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  this 
place  was  inhabited. 

He  had  fcarcely  fettled  himfelf  on  the  top  of  his 
obfervatory,  before  he  perceived  that  his  attendant 
had  unadvifedly  fired  fome  brambles  to  the  wind¬ 
ward  of  him,  which  catching  hold  of  the  dry 
ftubble  or  furze  that  ran  among  the  trees,  com¬ 
municated  the  flame,  which  ran  from  one  to  ano¬ 
ther  with  great  rapidity  ;  bending  its  direct  courfe 
towards  that  in  which  the  captain  had  fixed  his  fia- 
tion,  and  that  fo  quickly  that  it  reached  it  before  he 
could  get  down  ;  wherefore  he  was  obliged  to 
make  a  leap  at  the  hazard  of  his  neck,  and  tho* 
he  made  what  hafie  he  could,  the  fire  feemed  to 
purfue  and  follow  clofe  at  his  heels ;  it  continued 
to  burn,  fpreading  over  the  whole  ifland  all  night 
long;  and  the  wind  fluffing  in  the  morning 
brought  it  down  upon  the  little  village,  if  we  may 
call  it  fo,  of  the  {hip’s  company;  and  they  had 
fcarcely  .  carried  away  all  their  things,  before  it 
laid  hold  of  their  houfe  and  flore-houfe,  which  it 
burned  to  allies.  It  came  down  with  a  violent 
crackling-  noife,  in  breadth  more  than  a  mile,  and 
continued  its  devaluation  for  two  days,  confuming 
all  before  it.  The  26th  at  night,  they  all  lay  on 
board,  and  thought  themfelves  happier  than  ever 
they  had  been  in  their  lives  before.  / 

The  27th,  28th  and  29th,  they  brought  their 
water,  and  timber  for  fewel  on  board,  part  of  which 
was  the  pinnace,  which  having  no  ufe  for,  they 
had  cut  down.  By  this  time  the  bay  was  quite 
clear  of  ice,  no  marks  of  which  were  to  be  feen ; 
it  being  all  gone  to  the  northward.  The  feafon 
was  certainly  very  unwholefome,  for  in  the  day¬ 
time,  the  heat,  which  was  conflderably  increafed 
by  the  fandy  foil,  was  intolerable  ;  yet  at  night  it 

would 
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would  freeze  over  the  ponds  to  the  depth  of  an  Inch  : 
but  no  other  inconveniency  equalled  the  flinging 
of  the  mufkettoes,  againft  which  there  was  fcarcely 
any  defence  to  be  made ;  for  tho’  they  made  bags 
to  put  their  heads  in,  out  of  pieces  of  the  enfign, 
which  they  tore  for  that  purpofe,  thefe  infedts 
would  make  their  way  thro’,  and  raife  hard  pimples 
on  the  fkin,  which  caufed  very  violent  itching. 

CHAP.  VI. 

’They  fnd  fome  fcurvy-grafs ,  and  after  a  few  days 

more  quit  the  if  and.  A  defcription  of  the  place . 

fT^HE  ill  of  July  being  Sunday,  they  horded 
jL  the  fliip’s  colours,  and  adorned  her  in  the 
bed  manner  they  could  ;  after  which  the  crew 
walked  in  procedion  to  the  place  whereon  they  had 
eredled  the  crofs,  which  being  quite  a  fancly  hill, 
had  efcaped  the  conflagration ;  here  having  heard 
prayers  read  by  the  captain,  they  dined,  and  fpent 
the  remainder  of  the  day  in  climbing  the  hills  ;  and 
according  to  the  bed  calculation  they  could  make,  it 
appeared  that  the  conflagration  had  extended  more 
than  flxteen  miles:  in  the  evening  they  found  an  herb 
like  fcurvy  grafs,  of  which  they  gathered  a  large 
quantity,  and  it  proved,  when  boiled,  a  mod 
agreeable  food. 

And  now  they  determined  to  quit  this  place  en¬ 
tirely,  but  fird  the  captain  having  drawn  up  a 
brief  account  of  his  expedition  by  way  of  letter, 
for  information  of  any  perfon  who  fliould  chance 
to  touch  here  after  him,  enclofed  it  in  a  leaden 
cover,  and  affixed  it  to  the  crofs  under  the  king’s 
arms:  then  they  put  off  in  the  boat,  and  they 
never  after  fet  foot  upon  Winter’s  Fored,  or  Charl¬ 
ton  ifland ;  for  to  this  name  they  had  changed  it 

on 
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t>n  the  29th  of  May,  in  honour  of  the  prince  of 
Wales,  afterwards  Charles  the  fecond. 

However,  before  we  attend  them  in  their  voyage 
home,  it  may  perhaps  afford  fome  little  entertain¬ 
ment,  if  we  give  a  fhort  account  of  this  ifland  in 
general,  and  the  manner  in.  which  captain  James’s 
people  made  out  the  winter. 

Charlton  ifland,  we  have  obferved  before,  lies  in 
latitude  fifty-one  degrees  fifty-two  minutes  ;  the 
foil  is  a  fmall  white  fand,  which  drives  like  duff 
before  the  wind,  and  often  proved  extremely  trou- 
blefome;  it  is  covered  with  a  low  white  mofs,  in- 
terfperfed  with  thickets  of  fhrubs,  and  feveral  trees 
of  fpruce  and  juniper,  the  trunks  of  the  largefl  of 
which  were  not  more  than  a  foot  and  a  half  dia¬ 
meter.  They  killed  one  deer,  and  fawa  few  others 
when  they  firfl  landed,  but  had  very  little  or  no 
view  of  them  afterwards  ;  there  were  two  or  three 
other  forts  of  four-legged  animals,  befides  bears, 
and  foxes,  and  they  killed  fome  dozen  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  which  were  boiled  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick,  be¬ 
ing  caught  in  traps :  here  were  alfo  fome  few 
ducks,  geefe,  and  white  partridges  in  the  month  of 
May,  fome  of  which  they  (hot  ;  but  their  ammu¬ 
nition  chanced  to  be  foon  exhauded.  As  for  fifh 
they  feemed  to  be  unknown  to  the  climate,  there 
not  being  the  flighted:  mark  of  any,  except  two  or 
three  cockle  fhells,  which  had  nothing  in  them. 

The  place  which  James  chofe  to  winter  in,  was 
a  tuft  of  thick  trees  under  cover  of  a  fouthern 
bank,  which  protected  him  from  the  violence  of 
the  north  wind.  At  fird  he  found  much  difficulty 
to  ereft  any  fort  of  habitation ;  for  to  try  finking 
a  room  under  ground  was  fruitlefs,  there  being- 
water  every  where  within  two  or  three  feet  of 
the  furface :  they  could  get  no  dones  to  raife 
a  wall,  for  the  few  that  appeared  on  the  illand, 
were  on  his  fird  coming  hither  buried  beneath  the 
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fnow ;  and  there  was  no  earth  with  which  they 
could  form  mud  walls ;  for  the  fand  was  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  it  could  be  wrought  to  no  confiftency. 
However,  they  remedied  thefe  great  inconveniencies 
as  well  as  poflible,  by  driving  flakes  into  the  ground 
pretty  clofe  to  each  other,  and  running  wattles  be¬ 
tween  them,  which  when  beaten  down  hard,  form¬ 
ed  a  fort  of  bulwark  againfl  the  feverity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  ;  this  was  about  fix  feet  high,  and  at  each  end 
was  left  a  large  hole  almoft  reaching  to  the  top  of 
the  building,  which  ferved  for  the  different  purpofes 
of  admitting  light,  affording  an  exit  to  the  fmoke, 
and  an  entry  to  the  inhabitants  :  at  a  little  diflance 
were  laid  piles  of  trees  fix  feet  high,  and  fix  a 
crofs,  befides  which  at  both  ends  thick  rows  of 
bu flies,  and  over  all  thefe  were  hung  the  main 
yard  and  other  fails,  which  reached  clown  to  the 
ground,  and  were  no  inconiiderable  addition  to  the 
warmth  of  the  place,  which  was  quite  fquare,  be¬ 
ing  twenty  feet  every  way.  Withinfide,  in  the 
very  middle,  was  an  hearth  for  firing ;  and  round 
about,  the  men  eredled  bedfleads  fupported  by 
flakes,  more  than  a  foot  from  the  ground,  oh 
which  over  the  fpare  fails  they  fpread  their  beds 
and  bed-deaths  ;  on  the  door  they  laid  boards  to 
prevent  as  much  as  poffible  the  damps  from  affect¬ 
ing  them,  at  leaf!  within  doors. 

At  the  diflance  of  twenty  feet  from  this  was 
ereded  a  fecond  habitation,  not  quite  fo  large  as 
the  firft  ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which,  inilead  of 
flakes,  there  was  a  pile  of  fea-chefls,  and  here  all 
the  viduals  were  dred,  and  the  fubordinate  crew 
generally  fpent  the  day. 

Twenty  paces  from  this  was  a  fort  of  flore- 
houfe,  in  which  was  kept  bread,  fifh,  and  other 
provifion,  laid  about  two  feet  from  the  ground, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  preferve  them  dry  :  this  lafl 
houfe  was  only  a  rough  large  tree  fuflained  by 

rafters, 
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rafters,  and  Prong  boughs,  and  covered  over  with 
the  new  fuit  of  fails. 

Their  provifion  confided  of  fait  beef,  pork, 
filh,  &c.  of  which  they  had  a  Pock  that  would 
ferve  for  eighteen  months  and  longer,  if  hufbanded, 
as  it  certainly  was,  with  care.  The  manner  in 
which  the  cook  dealt  it  out  was  this.  On  Sunday, 
he  gave  them  for  dinner  pork  and  peafe,  and  for 
fupper  beef  and  porridge,  which  had  been  boiled 
fufficiently.  on  Saturday  night  to  frePien  it,  and 
when  re-heated,  proved  an  excellent  cordial,  after 
this  they  generally  had  a  courfe  of  filh ;  and  in 
the  fame  manner  the  beef  which  was  provided  for 
any  particular  day,  was  got  ready  the  preceding 
night  :  thofe  who  by  the  forenefs  of  their  mouths 
were  prevented  from  (haring  the  mefs,  fed  either  on 
oatmeal  or  pounded  bread  fried  in  oil,  or  peafe 
boiled  to  pap  :  their  common  drink  was  water ; 
but  the  weak  and  fickly  were  allowed  a  pint  of 
alicant  daily,  and  a  dram  of  brandy  every  morning, 
tho’  the  fpirit  of  both  thofe  liquors  was  almoP 
deProyed  by  their  being  frozen  ;  a  misfortune 
which  nothing  could  prevent.  However,  when 
they  had  a  mind  to  make  merry,  they  mixed  one 
quart  of  wine  with  feven  quarts  of  water,  and 
tho’  this  was  a  very  weak  potion,  they  found  it 
exhilarated  their  fpirits  in  fome  meafure. 

Monday  July  the  2d,  all  hands  were  up  early  in 
the  morning,  and  having  put  all  things  to  rights, 
they  weighed  anchor  chearfully,  and  Pood  over 
for  Danby  ifland  to  take  in  more  wood,  the  wind 
being  north-weP  ;  and  the  Piip  wearing  gallantly, 
to  all  appearance  free  from  damage,  and  fuffici- 
endy  able  to  outlaP  their- intended  voyage. 

While  the  men  were  employed  in  gathering 
wood  on  Danby  ifiandf  the  captain  pulled  up,  to 
examine  them,  fome  Pakes,  that  feemed  to  have 
been  cut  (harp  at  both  ends  with  a  hatchet  or  fome 
Vol.  IV.  E  other 
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other  iron  tool ;  with  the  head  of  which,  it  wias 
apparent,  they  had  been  driven  into  the  ground, 
about  a  place  where  there  were  evident  marks  of 
Ere :  and  this  difcovery  whetted  the  captain’s  defire 
to  come  to  a  conference  with  fome  of  the  favages, 
whereby  he  hoped  to  be  enabled  to  increafe  his 
knowledge  of  the  fituation  of  thefe  parts,  and 
perhaps  ftart  fome  commerce  that  might  turn  out 
beneficial  to  his  country  ;  but  this  was  a  hope  that 
he  vainly  indulged,  for  no  inhabitants  of  any  fort 
appeared. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  he  returned  on 
board,  and  the  wind  coming  about  contrary,  he 
came  to  anchor  for  that  night  off  Charlton  ifland  ; 
from  whence  he  bore  away  to  the  weft  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  and  about  noon  difcovered  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  ice  to  the  northward,  and  foon  after  faw 
the  weftern  land  all  frozen  :  the  channel  in  which 
they  now  were  was  very  dangerous,  full  of  rocks 
and  fhoals ;  wherefore  they  were  obliged  to  keep 
the  lead  continually  going. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Various  obfervations  made  in  their  voyage  hotr.e^  and 
fome  reafom  offered  a  gain  ft  the  probability  cf  a 
north-weft  paffage. 

F  R  O  M  the  5th  to  the  2 1  ft,  they  made  very 
little  way,  being  either  retarded  by  fogs  fo 
thick  as  almoft  to  blind  them,  or  by  the  ice,  which 
drove  againft  them  with  fuch  force,  that  they  of¬ 
ten  feared,  from  the  repeated  fhocks,  their  Chip 
would  be  lhattered  to  pieces,  but  file  happily 
outrid  it  all  with  great  fteadinefs ;  indeed  the 
hatches  were  kept  open,  that  the  men  might  have 
frequent  opportunities  of  examining  and  repairing 
any  damage  that  might  befall  her. 


The 
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The  22d,  after  a  rough  boiflerous  night,  and 
a  {linking  thick  fog,  as  it  cleared  up,  they  faw 
land,  and  knew  it  to  be  Cape  Henrietta  Maria  $ 
they  flood  in  for  it,  and  the  captain  and  fome  of 
the  men  went  afhore,  with  the  dogs  and  arms,  in 
hope  to  have  taken  or  killed  fome  deer,  of  which 
they  faw  many  herds ;  but  tho’  they  endeavoured 
to  furprize  them,  they  could  not  bring  down  one, 
for  the  game  took  care  to  keep  beyond  the  reach 
of  gun-fhot,  and  eafily  outftripped  the  dogs.  Cap* 
tain  James  turned  them  both  adrift  upon  the  bland, 
being  a  dog  and  a  bitch,  one  of  them  having  a  cob 
lar  round  the  neck  ;  the  reafon  he  gave  for  leaving 
them  here,  was  that  he  had  brought  them  out  for 
the  purpofe  of  catching  deer,  in  which  flnce  it  was 
plain  they  could  not  be  ferviceable,  keeping  them 
longer  on  board  was  to  no  purpofe ;  they  being 
troublefome  and  inconvenient,  healing  the  meat 
out  of  the  water  in  which  it  was  left  to  fteep, 
and  being  in  many  other  refpedls  mifchievous. 

In  the  evening,  they  returned  on  board,  and 
hood  out  to  fea,  the  wind  blowing  fair  from  the 
fouth  ;  they  foon  fell  in  amongh  fhattered  pieces  of 
ice,  and  came  into  hioal  water,  but  tacking  a  little 
to  the  northward,  it  deepened  again  :  as  the  ice 
bore  very  hard  upon  them,  all  hands  were  ordered 
upon  deck  to  man  the  poles,  to  each  of  which 
there  was  a  neceffity  for  having  four  men  ;  and 
with  thefe  they  made  a  fhift  to  keep  it  pretty  well 
off,  tho’  it  often  overmahered  their  utmoh  efforts, 
and  came  with  violent  fhocks  againh  her  fide, 
two  of  the  poles  being  broken  off  fhort.  In  ex¬ 
tremities  of  this  fort,  they  laboured  for  more  than 
fix  weeks,  every  day  expofed  to  the  rtideff  affanlts, 
fometimes  uffng  their  fails,  and  having  fometimes 
recourfe  to  their  anchors,  when  they  could  get  a 
little  into  open  watef ;  fometimes  they  were  en- 
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tirely  furrounded  with  ice,  and  at  other  times  the 
wind  blew  fo  exceffive  hard,  that  they  did  not  ex¬ 
pert  to  live  more  than  an  hour  upon  the  furface; 
while  the  nights  were  fo  extremely  dark,  there 
was  no  feeing  what  was  to  be  done ;  nor  was  it 
much  better  in  the  day  time,  the  fogs  were  fo 
very  heavy. 

The  nights  were  long  and  fo  extremely  cold, 
that  it  was  almoft  impoffible  to  handle  the  fails  and 
rigging  without  differing  feverely ;  the  fudden 
violent  gufcs  of  wind  that  now  and  then  fprung 
up,  one  of.  which  lahed  three  days,  threatened 
unavoidable  definition:  winter  was  again  coming 
on  fah,  and  the  fea  feemed  fo  firmly  covered  with 
ice,  that  no  courfe  appeared  more  unattainable, 
than  that  of  making  Hudfon’s  Straits ;  befides, 
there  was  a  necefiity  for  better  weather,  even 
to  attempt  it  if  the  fea  was  clear,  which  was  not 
now  to  be  hoped  for.  The  fhip  was  befides 
fo  leaky,  that  they  were  forced  to  ply  the  pump 
every  hour,  a  talk  extremely  fatiguing ;  and  fhe 
was  moreover  fo  very  much  bruifed  with  dafhing 
againh  the  rocks  and  ice,  that  fhe  was  certainly 
not  to  be  truffed  much  longer. 

Ah  thefe  reafons  confpired  to  induce  the  officers 
of  the  fhip  to  requeft  in  form  of  the  captain  to 
fleer  a  homeward  courfe,  now  that  it  feemed  to 
them  impoffible  to  make  any  advantage  by  conti¬ 
nuing  longer  in  thefe  feas  ;  this  they  did  in  a 
writing,  on  the  26th  of  Augufl,  to  which  they 
all  figned  their  names ;  and  in  confequence  of  this 
follicitation,  he  ordered  the  pilot  to  put  about  the 
helm,  and  go  upon  another  courfe. 

The  27th,  the  wind  came  about  at  north-weft 
with  fhow  and  very  cold  weather,  during  which 
many  huge  concretions  of  ice,  fome  reaching  above 
the  top-mafi  head,  fwept  by  them  :  the  31ft  of  this 
month  they  were  in  the  narrowed:  part  of  the 
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Strait,  and  faw  the  land  covered  with  ice,  and 
much  more  to  the  leeward. 

The  beginning  of  September,  they  cleared  the 
Straits,  and  met  with  various  winds,  and  fuch 
bitter  cold,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  men 
could  take  in  the  top  and  fprit  fails  in  an  evening. 
O11  the  8  th,  they  had  a  tumbling  fea,  the  wind  com¬ 
ing  in  fqualls,  and  the  ffiip  rowling  fo  very  much, 
they  were  afraid  ffie  would  have  brought  her  maids 
by  the  board ;  befides,  her  feams  gaped  fo  much 
that  all  hands  lay  wet,  and  her  leaks  required 
a  conftant  attention  to  the  pump ;  however,  after 
this  day  they  faw  no  more  ice,  the  wind  was  in 
their  favour,  and  the  fhip  made  indifferently  good 
way  ;  coming  to  anchor  without  having  met  with 
any  thing  elfe  very  remarkable,  in  the  Briftol  road 
on  the  22d  of  October.  When  they  examined  her 
defects,  on  her  being  brought  into  harbour  and 
haled  affiore,  it  was  wonderful  to  think  how  ffie 
had  ever  made  her  defired  port ;  for  befides  other 
fignal  damages,  ffie  had  lofb  fourteen  feet  of  her 
keel,  her  ftern,  and  great  part  of  her  ffieathing ; 
her  timbers  were  cracked  within  the  board,  and 
on  one  place  had  been  pierced  by  a  ffiarp  rock, 
a  fair  inch  and  half  above  the  ffieathing. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  captain  James  when  he  re¬ 
turned  from  this  expedition,  that  there  was  no  north- 
weft  paffage  at  all ;  and  his  reafons  for  it  are  thefe : 
there  is  a  conftant  tide  fets  into  Hudfon’s  Straits, 
the  flood  coming  from  the  eaftward ;  the  fea  pro¬ 
duces  fcarcely  any  fifh,  nor  the  fmalleft  flgns  of 
it;,  it  is  covered  over  with  ice,  which,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  is  generated  by  fhoals  and  bays ;  and  this 
ice  would  have  certainly  been  broken  and  dif- 
junff,  if  there  was  the  free  ocean  beyond  it,  for 
he  found  this  the  cafe  in  palling  thro’  the  Straits 
into  the  fea  to  the  eaftward  ;  and  laftly  he  had 
obferved,  that  the  ice  drives  out  always  to  the  eaft- 
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ward  at  Hudfon’s  Bay  :  nor  does  he  think  that  it 
would  anfwer  any  very  profitable  end,  if  fuch  a 
paffage  was  really  found  out  ;  for  the  multiplicity 
of  dangerous  ice  and  fhoals  in  thofe  latitudes, 
make  it  unfit  for  a  veffel  to  try  them  with  any  va¬ 
luable  cargo*  Beddes,  he  fays,  to  the  fouthward, 
a  thcufand  leagues  may  be  fooner  made,  than 
an  hundred  here,  and  with  lefs  hazard ;  and  to 
the  fouth,  and  about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
there  are  fine  opportunities  of  recruiting  the  lick  ; 
whereas  here,  there  is  not  the  flighted:  refrefhment 
to  be  had,  and  fcarcely  any  thing  but  pain  and 
diforder  to  be  acquired.  Nay  even,  fays  he,  if 
thefe  Straits  were  to  be  freed  from  ice,  yet  would 
it  prove  but  of  little  advantage,  for  the  winds, 
which  in  Auguft  and  September  are  wefferly  and 
very  boiderous,  would  caufe  the  veffel  to  be  longer 
on  her  voyage,  than  if  die  went  the  common 
courfe.  He  concludes  with  obferving,  that  from 
the  nature  of  the  climate,  thefe  northern  parts 
can  afford  nothing  beneficial  in  trade  :  however,  he 
very  modedly  advances  thefe  things  only  as  his  own 
private  opinion,  and  not  with  any  view  of  difcou- 
raging  future  adventurers  from  trying  what  may 
be  done  in  the  fame  courfe  ;  not  doubting  but  the 
more  ingenious  may  be  crowned  with  greater  fuc- 
cefs  than  what  he  met  with. 


The 


The  Voyages  and  Adventures  of  Mr* 
John  Nieuhoff,  in  the  Eaft-Indies5 
and  feveral  Other  Parts  of  the  World. 


chap.  I. 

Mr.  Nieuhoff ’  s  birth :  he  embarks  in  the  Weft- Inch  a 
company's  fervice ,  and  fails  from  the  Texel ;  meets 
%vith  and  fights  two  Turkifh  pirates ,  and  arrives 
on  the  coaft  of  Brafil :  the  ifland  of  Fernando  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  reception  of  tranfported  felons  :  the 
fituation  and  foil  of  Si *  Thomas' s  ifle  :  the  climate 
very  def tru  Ft  me  to  foreigners :  the  town  of  Pavacfa 
taken  by  the  Dutch  :  Brafif  its  fir  ft  difcovery ,  and 
whence  named :  of  its  divifion  by  the  Portuguefe  : 
part  of  it  fuPdued  by  prince  Maurice :  Olinda 
formerly  a  moft  magnificent  place :  Pernambukoy 
Garazuy  and  Receifi.  de  Scribed:  great  improve¬ 
ments  made  here  by  count  Maurice. 

MR.  John  Nieuhoff,  born  at  Ufen  in-  the 
earklom  of  Benthem,  and  defcended  from 
a  reputable  family,  engaged  in  the  Weft -India 
company’s  fervice,  as  fupercargo,  on  the  24th  of 
October  1640,  and  failed  the  fame  day  out  of 
the  Texel,  in  a  fhip  called  the  Roebuck,  of  twentjr 
eight  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  men : 
Nothing  remarkable  occurred  till  the  6th  of  No¬ 
vember,  when  they  were  attacked  by  two  Turkiflr 
pirates,  whom,  after  a  very  warm  engagement, 
they  obliged  to  fheer  off ;  which  fuccefs  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  good  conduct  and  determined 
refolution  of  Mr.  Nieuhoff,  who  a£ted  as  com- 
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mander  of  the  fhip,  the  mailer  being  rendered 
incapable  of  his  duty  by  a  fevere  indifpofition. 

After  a  voyage  of  feven  weeks  and  one  day, 
without  any  other  material  incident  than  that  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  and  a  ftorm  or  two  which  they 
weathered  with  no  great  damage,  they  made 
the  coall  of  Brafil,  having  in  their  courfe  touch¬ 
ed  at  an  illand  called  Fernando,  fifty  leagues 
from  thence  ;  which  illand,  about  the  year  1630, 
was  inhabited  by  the  Dutch,  but  deferted  by  them 
a  few  years  after,  on  account  of  rats  that  fwarmed 
there,  and  plundered  the  earth  of  its  produce  ; 
after  the  Dutch  had  forfaken  this  land  of  vermin, 
the  council  of  Brafil  appointed  it  the  receptacle  of 
malefactors,  who  on  being  exiled  there,  were  fur- 
nilhed  with  inflrmrients  neceffary  to  work  a  fub- 
fiflence  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

About  the  latter  end  of  Augufl  1643,  ^r* 
NieuhofF  was  ordered  on  a  trading  voyage  to  the 
illand  of  St.  Thomas,  for  which  purpofe  he  was 
furnifhed  with  a  fhip,  and  a  cargo  of  fullers  earth, 
to  be  there  exchanged  for  black  ginger  and  fugar, 
the  principal  commodities  of  the  place. 

St.  Thomas  is  thirty  fix  leagues  in  compafs,  of 
a  circular  form,  and  very  fertile  in  fugar  and  black 
ginger  :  in  the  midfl  of  this  illand  there  are  moun¬ 
tains  conflantly  covered  with  fnow,  tho’  the  adja¬ 
cent  valleys,  as  may  be  expefled  under  the  line, 
are  fcorched  with  exceffive  heat.  The  air  is  ren¬ 
dered  unhealthy  by  vapours,  fo  obnoxious  that 
fcarce  one  foreigner  in  ten  efcapes  immediate  death, 
and  even  thofe  whofe  happy  conlfitutions  with- 
ftand  the  firfl  attacks  of  the  climate  in  epidemical 
fevers,  feldom  reach  fifty  years  ;  neverthelefs,  the 
inhabitants  and  negroes  live  to  a  very  advanced 

age* 

Pavaofa,  the  principal  city  of  this  illand,  is  fitu- 
ated  on  a  rivulet  j  it  contains  about  eight  hundred 
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houfes,  and  three  churches.  This  place,  together 
with  the  whole  ifland,  was  conquered  by  admiral 
Tol,  after  a  fiege  of  forty  days,  O&ober  the  16th 
1641  ;  fhortly  after  which  period,  he  and  feveral 
commanders,  with  a  large  number  of  feamen,  were 
fwept  away  by  the  pedilential  air. 

After  a  voyage  of  three  months,  Mr.  NieuhofE 
arrived  fafe  at  .Brafil,  having  fulfilled  .the  purpofe 
for  which  he  had  embarked. 

As  an  introduction  to  thofe  remarkable  occur¬ 
rences  which  happened  before  Mr.  NieuhofPs  ar» 
rival  in  Brafil,  and  during  his  refidence  there  for 
eight  years,  let  us  take  a  curfory  view  of  the 
country  which  has  furnifhed  matter  for  thefe 
travels. 

Brafil,  fo  called  by  the  Portuguefe  from  the  wood 
of  that  name  which  abounds  there,  was  originally 
difcovered  in  the  year  1500  by  Pedro  Alvarez  de 
Cabral,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Santa  Cruz : 
as  to  its  extent,  geographers  materially  difagree; 
but,  according  to  the  moil  authentic  calculation,  it 
meafures  from  the  river  Para  to  the  river  Capibari, 
fituated north  and  fouth,  three  hundred  and  feventy 
five  leagues  ;  the  extent  from  eafl  to  well  is  more 
doubtful,  but  computed  at  feven  hundred  and 
forty  two  leagues. 

The  Portuguefe  have  divided  Brafil  into  four¬ 
teen  dillriCts,  which  they  called  Kapitanias  or 
captainfhips,  each  of  which  is  watered  by  fome 
confiderable  river,  with  other  ftreams  of  Idler 
note  ;  the  river  named  St.  Francis,  claims  prece¬ 
dence  of  all  others  in  this  country  in  point  of  fize; 
yet,  tho’  it  is  broad  and  deep,  (hips  of  burthen 
ire  prevented  from  entering  it  by  fands  which 
choakup  its  mouth.  In  the  lake  whence  this  river 
takes  its  rife,  there  is  a  large  quantity 'of  gold, 
dud;  found,  fuppofed  to  be  walhed  down  by  the 
rivulets  which  glide  through  the  caverns  of 
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the  Peruvian  mountains*  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation, 
that  the  river  St.  Francis  rolls  a  fuller  Aream  at 
that  feafon  of  the  year  when  rains  feldom  fall* 
than  when  the  clouds,  according  to  Dryden,  fhake 
their  fleeces  over  the  earth,  which  peculiarity  is 
mod  properly  attributed  to  the  vail  quantity  of 
fnow  diflolved  by  the  vigour  of  the  fummer  fun 
upon  the  mountain  tops. 

Six  of  the  captainfhips  already  mentioned. 
Were  under  the  government  of  the  Dutch  Weft 
India  company,  before  the  Portuguefe  revolted  ; 
and  were  diAinguilhed  from  the  other  eight  by 
being  Ailed  the  northern  Brafil  ;  thofe  belonging 
to  the  Portuguefe  were  called  the  fouthern. 

The  Dutch  captainfliips  extended  along  the  fea 
coaA  from  north  to  fouth,  one  hundred  and  fixty 
or  one  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  ;  each  of  them 
being  divided  into  feveral  fmaller  diflrifts,  called 
by  the  Portuguefe  Fregelias,  and  by  the  Dutch 
Fregefien. 

The  captainfhip  of  Seregippe  del  Rey,  likewife 
called  Carigi  from  a  lake  of  that  name,  lies  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  Brafil,  upon  the  river  of  St. 
Francis  n?ar  the  fea  coafr,  in  extent  thirty  two 
leagues,  and  has  in  it  a  Fregafie  called  Porto  Calvo, 
in  which  there  is  a  village  named  Villa  de  Bon 
Succeffo  de  Porto  Calvo,  fituated  upon  a  riling 
ground,  near’four  leagues  from  the  fea  fhore,  and 
fortified  with  two  forts  built  by  the  Dutch  :  the 
village  contains  two  Areets,  and  is  fupplied  with 
good  air  by  the  fea  breezes  that  fan  it. 

This  captainfhip  was  fubjefled  to  the  Spaniards 
or  Portuguefe,  by  Chrifiovan  Barros,  who  was 
rewarded  for  his  fervice  with  a  confiderable  trafl 
of  land,  and  a  power  to  fettle  colonies  on  it  ; 
many  perfons  repaired  thither  ftom  the  Bay  of  All 
Saints,  and  fhortly  built  a  fmall  town,  which  was 
on  the  24th  of  December  1637,  laid  waAe  by  the 
"  /  Dutch, 
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Dutch,  who  were  provoked  thereto  by  the  incur- 
Hons  made  on  their  territories  by  Benjola  the 
Spanifh  general:  in  the  year  1641,  count  Maurice 
reduced  this  place  to  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Weft 
India  company,  erefted  a  fort,  and  encom palled 
the  town  Sergippe  del  Rey  with  a  ditch. 

Parnambuko,  one  of  the  largeft  Dutch  captain* 
fhips,  which  derives  its  name  from  the  hidden 
rocks  and  fhelves  that  lurk  in  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  ftretches  above  fixty  leagues  along  the 
fea  coaft,  and  is  Subdivided  into  eleven  fmaller  dif- 
tridfs,  among  which  thofe  called  Olinda  and 
Garazu  are  the  principal. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Receif  or  Maurice 
town,  on  the  north  fide  lie  the  remains  of  that 
once  celebrated  city  Olinda,  from  whence  for¬ 
merly  the  whole  trade  from  Brafil  to  Europe  was: 
carried  on. 

This  city,  which  flood  upon  divers  hills  of  eafy 
afcent  towards  the  fea,  but  fteep  and  craggy  to¬ 
wards  the  land,  contained  two  thoufand  inhabi¬ 
tants,  befides  the  clergymen  and  Haves  •  on  the 
land  fide  it  was  defended  by  fever af  baftions, 
which,  from  the  unevennefs  of  the  ground  they 
flood  upon,  were  not  ftridtly  uniform  ;  however*, 
their  fituation  gave  them  additional  force.  Here 
flood  a  convent  of  elegant  ftruclure,  founded  by 
Sebaftian.  king  of  Portugal,  who  alio  endowed  it 
with  very  confiderable  revenues  ;  there  were  alfo 
two  other  convents,  one  for  the  Capuchins,  ano¬ 
ther  for  the  Dominicans,  and  two  churches,  one 
named  St.  Salvador,  the  other  St.  Peter. 

The  whole  diftridl  of  Pernambuko  is  well 
Hocked  with  various  kinds  of  fruit  and  cattle  ;  the 
vallies  afford  excellent  pafturage,  and  the  moun¬ 
tains  teem  with  richer  minerals  than  are  to  be 
found  in  any  other  of  the  captainfhips, 
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Garazu,  properly  Ailed  a  village,  lies  about  five 
leagues  from  Oiinda,  upon  the  flaore  oppofite  to  the 
Ifle  of  Tamarika,  and  upon  a  nver  of  the  fame 
name  ;  it  was  formerly  inhabited  by  Portuguefe 
mechanics,  but  being  fubjedfed  to  the  Dutch  in 
1633,  feveral  rich  families  of  that  people  fettled 
there. 

The  Receif  from  the  latin  word  recipere,  to  re¬ 
ceive,  in  point  of  fituation  is  the  firongefi  place  in 
Brafii,  befides  that  it  has  the  advantage  of  feve¬ 
ral  contiguous  forts ;  but  to  give  as  clear  an  idea 
as  poflible  both  of  this  place  and  Maurice’s  town, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  whole  coafi 
of  Brafil  is  bordered  by  a  thick  and  flat  ridge  of 
rocks,  which  in  feme  places  is  twenty,  and  in 
others  thirty  paces  broad ;  however,  there  are 
paffages  thro’  which  the  fhips  approach  the  fhore, 
one  of  thefe  paffages  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
to  the  north  of  Receif.  Between  the  rocky  ridge 
and  the  fhore,  there  is  a  fmall  ifland  of  a  league 
In  length,  and  two  hundred  paces  in  breadth, 
which  the  Dutch  call  the  fandy  Receif,  to  diflin- 
guifli  it  from  the  other  named  the  flony  Receif. 
On  the  fouthern  point  of  this  little  ifland,  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  built  a  village;  hither,  after  Oiinda  was 
forfaken  by  its  inhabitants,  many  of  them,  efpe- 
cially  merchants,  came  and  fettled.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  Dutch,  no  more  than  two  hundred  houfes 
were  found  here  ;  however,  the  number  was  foon 
■Increafed  to  two  thoufand,  for  the  defence  of 
which  three  bulwarks  were  raifed.  On  the  ex¬ 
treme  point  of  the  flony  Receif,  to  the  left  as  we 
enter  the  harbour,  there  is  a  large  flrong  caflle 
well  fupplied  with  artillery,  which  from  the  com¬ 
plicated  flrength  of  art  and  nature  is  deemed  im¬ 
pregnable. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  Receif,  and  oppofite  to  it, 
lies  the  ifle  of  Anthony  Vaez,  a  title  deiived  from 

its 
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its  original  poflfeflbr,  which  in  circumference  mea- 
fures  about  half  a  league  on  the  eaR  fide.  Count 
Maurice  laid  the  foundation  of  a  city,  which  he 
honoured  with  his  own  name ;  and  the  decayed 
churches  and  monaReries  of  deferted  Olinda  fur- 
nilhed  materials  for  building  on  this  more  fa* 
vourite  fpot :  on  the  weft  fide  ’tis  environed  with 
a  morafs,  on  the  eaR  bounded  by  the  fea,  and  to 
the  north  and  fouth  fecured  by  bulwarks. 

Maurice’s  town  was  defended  by  two  forts,  cal* 
led  Frederic  Henry,  and  fort  Erneftus. 

The  ifle  of  Anthony  Vaes  being  joined  to  the 
continent  by  a  bridge,  it  was  alfo  thought  necef- 
fary  to  conned!  the  Receif  to  the  faid  ifland  by 
another  bridge,  to  facilitate  the  carriage  of  fugar 
chefls,  which  could  not  be  tranfported  but  with 
extreme  hazard,  except  at  low  water.  The  ne- 
ceflity  of  fuch  a  bridge  being  admitted,  the  great 
council  and  governor  count  Maurice,  at  a  very 
confiderable  expence,  effected  the  work  in  about 
two  months,  and  impofed  a  toll  on  all  paflfengers 
to  reimburfe  the  public  funds. 

The  river  Kapivaribi,  fo  called  from  a  kind 
of  fea  hogs  often  found  in  it,  fkirts  Maurice’s 
Town;  upon  a  branch  of  this  river,  which  runs 
into  one  called  AfFogadoes,  Rand  two  forts,  named 
Fort  William  and  Fort  Baretta.  In  the  middle  of 
the  ifland  count  Maurice  erected  for  himfelf  a 
moR  magnificent  palace,  that  coR  him,  as  is  re¬ 
ported,  fix  hundred  thoufand  florins,  adjacent  to 
which  he  laid  out  elegant  gardens,  well  Rocked 
with  curious  exotic  and  native  plants,  as  well  as 
trees  from  all  parts  of  the  world ;  alfo  with  fifli- 
ponds,  wherein  were  all  kinds  of  frefii  water  fifh. 
Befides  this,  count  Maurice  had  another  feat,  chiefly 
appropriated  to  the  fummer  feafon,  at  the  foot  of 
the  bridge  over  the  river  Kapiviribi,  which  the  Por- 
tuguefe  called  Baa-vifla,  i.  e.  Fair  Profpedt.  Upon 

the 
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the  {andy  Receif  Rand  two  other  forts,  one  the 
Sand,  another  Bncin  Fort;  and  a  third,  called  War- 
denburgh,  Rands  between  the  continent  and  Sandy 
Receif. 

In  the  diRridt  of  Parnambuko  are  two  woods, 
called  by  the  Portuguefe  the  Great  and  LeRer 
Palmairas  or  Palm-tree  woods.  The  LeRer  Pal- 
maira  is  inhabited  by  near  fix  thoufand  negroes, 
who  dwell  in  a  village  compofed  of  three  fireets, 
each  half  a  league  in  length  ;  they  live  in  huts 
made  of  firaw  twified  together,  and  plunder  the 
Portuguefe  of  their  Raves ;  and  Rich  as  they  Real 
from  the  Portuguefe  muR  remain  in  Ravery  till 
they  purchafe  liberty  by  healing  each  of  them  ano¬ 
ther  Rave  ;  but  fuch  as  voluntarily  quit  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  are  rewarded  with  immediate  freedom,  and 
the  common  privileges  of  that  people.  Dates,, 
beans,  meal,  barley,  fugar  canes,  tame  fowl, 
(which  are  very  plenty)  and  fiRi  compofe  their 
general  fuRenance  :  they  have  two  harveRs  in  a 
year,  after  each  of  which  they  have  a  week’s  re¬ 
joicing. 

In  the  greater  Palmaira,  the  main  body  of  in¬ 
habitants  number  eight  thoufand  ;  befides  which,, 
there  are  fevexal  fmaller  parties  of  one  hundred  or 
fifty  each,  fcattered  up  and  down:  their  habita¬ 
tions  lie  Rragling  ;  they  fow  and  reap  in  the  woods,, 
and  retire  to  caves,  in  cafe  of  necefiity.  Among 
thefe  people  it  is  cuRomary  to  count  their  numbers 
every  night ;  after  which  muRex,  if  none  are  want¬ 
ing,  they  conclude  the  evening  with  dancing  and 
beat  of  drum  :  thefe  alfo  fend  firong  parties  to 
Real  or  force  Raves  from  the ,  Portuguefe.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  government  of  count  Maurice,  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  were  very  troublefome,  till  he  fent  a  body  of 
eleven  hundred  men  to  fupprefs  them. 

The  captain  ftiip  of  Parnambuko  contains  feve- 
ral  other  fubdivifions,  which  having  nothing  wor¬ 
thy 
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thy  of  particular  obfervation,  for  the  fake  of  brevity 
are  here  omitted. 
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Tamarika  defcribed ;  alfo  the  if  and  of  Magioppe , 
and  city  of  P or ayb a  :  the  P or tugueje  beaten  out  of 
the  laft  mentioned  place  by  the  Dutch  under  prince 
Maurice. 

TO  the  north  of  Parnambuko  lies  the  diflridf 
of  T amarika,  fo  called  from  an  ifland  of  that 
name  which  compofes  the  chief  part  of  this  diffridt, 
tho’  it  extends  thirty-five  leagues  along  the  fea 
coaff  upon  the  continent. 

The  ifland  of  Tamarika  lies  in  the  fea,  two 
leagues  north  of  Pornorello  ;  it  is  eight  leagues  in 
length,  and  near  feven  in  circumference,  tolerably 
fertile,  and  productive  of  cocoa-nuts,  cotton,  fu- 
gar,  reeds,  melons,  brafil  wood,  and  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  timber  for  fhipping  ;  it  was  looked  upon 
by  the  Dutch  as  of  great  confequence,  and  was 
propofed  as  a  place  of  trade  to  the  Receif : 
which  propofition  was  rejected  for  feveral  fub- 
ftantial  reafons,  fuch  as  its  being  lefs  convenient 
than  the  Receif  in  many  refpedls,  and  having  no 
advantage  over  it  but  in  regard  of  frefh  water, 
wherewith  this  ifland  abounds  :  neverthelefs,  in 
the  war  with  the  Portuguefe,  it  proved  of  fignal 
fervice  ;  for  being  vafily  flrong,  it  afforded  fhelter 
on  any  prefling  emergency,  and  alfo  contributed 
greatly  to  fupport  the  Receif  with  provifions. 

There  were  fome  pieces  of  fortification  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  fuch  as  a  quadrangular 
fort  called  Orange,  and  a  hornwork  ;  the  latter 
much  decayed. 

In  the  ifland  there  was  a  fmall  town  near  a  morafs 
and  the  entrance  of  the  river.  The  town  which 
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was  mofily  inhabited  by  foldiers,  with  the  whole 
Ifland,  was  taken  from  the  Portuguefe  by  gene¬ 
ral  Schoppe,  who'  commanded  the  Dutch,  and  call¬ 
ed  from  him  Schoppe’s-town.  Somewhat  higher 
tip  the  river  Tamarika  lies  an  ifland  called  Magiop- 
pe,  where  is  found  abundance  of  mandihoka  roots. 

Between  Pomorello  and  Tamarika  rolls  a  river 
from  the  continent  called  Marafarinha ;  and  half 
a  league  within  the  river  Tamarika  falls  another 
called  GarrafTore:  befides  thefe,  there  are  in  the 
diAri<B  we  now  view,  three  others  diBinguifhed  by 
the  names  of  Goyana,  Auyay,  and  Gramane.  Three 
leagues  within  the  river  Goyana,  Bands  a  town 
of  the  fame  name,  where  the  judicial  court  of  this 
captainfhip  is  held  ;  to  which  place  it  was  tranf- 
ferred  from  the  ifland  Tamarika. 

The  captainfhip  of  Parayba  borrows  its  name 
from  its  capital  city,  or  more  properly  from  a  ri¬ 
ver  fo  called  on  which  the  city  Bands.  This  is 
deemed  one  of  the  moB  northerly  diBrifls,  lying 
about  five  leagues  difiant  from  the  fea :  it  for¬ 
merly  belonged  to  the  French,  who  were  difpof- 
fefled  of  it,  and  many  other  harbours,  by  Martin 
Leyton  a  Portuguefe  general. 

Five  leagues  up  the  river  Parayba  Bands  the 
city  of  that  name,  which  was  founded  by  the 
Portuguefe,  and  named  after  the  king  of  Spain, 
Filippen,  and  Nafla  Senhora  de  Vives,  or  Parayba, 
which  laB  and  moB  general  name  the  Dutch,  af¬ 
ter  their  conqueB  of  this  captainfhip  in  1633, 
changed  to  that  of  Frederic’s-town,  in  compliment 
to  the  prince  of  Orange.  In  this  place  the  court 
of  judicature  for  this  diBrict  was  kept  before  the 
rebellion  of  the  Portuguefe. 

The  captainfhip  of  Parayba  is  divided,  and 
watered  by  two  large  rivers,  the  Parayba  and 
Mongopoa,  or  St.'  Domingo.  Parayba  lies  under 
the  fixth  degree  twenty-four  minutes,  four  leagues 

to 
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to  the  north  of  Cabo  Blanco,  and  difcharges  itfelf 
by  two  branches  into  the  fea.  I11  the  winter  this 
river  frequently  overflows  the  adjacent  country,  at 
fuch  times  often  deftroying  men  and  cattle  :  in  the 
mouth  of  this  river  are  three  confiderable  forts, 
named  Catarina,  St.  Antonio,  and  Reftinoa.  Two 
leagues  farther  to  the  north  there  is  a  large  and 
commodious  bay,  where  fliips  of  burthen  may  be 
lafely  Rationed,  which  the  Portuguefe  call  Porto  Li- 
cena,  and  the  Dutch  the  Red  Land,  from  the  colour 
of  the  foil  hereabouts.  Half  a  league  farther  north 
is  the  river  Mongopoa,  which  has  the  peculiarity  of 
being  wider  at  the  fource  than  the  mouth,  before 
which  latter  there  are  two  find  banks  ;  and  at 
Receif,  two  leagues  more  north,  there  is  another 
bay  called  by  the  Portuguefe  Bahaia  de  Treycano, 
or  Treafon  :  feveral  more  there  are,  which  being 
immaterial  we  iliall  not  particularife. 

There  are  feven  villages  in  Parayba ;  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  which  is  called  Pinda  Una,  wherein  were, 
in  the  year  1634,  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  no 
other  village  containing  above  three  hundred  ;  the 
buildings  are  very  long,  with  many  fmall  doors. 

The  principal  commodities  of  Parayba  are  fu- 
gar,  brafil  wood,  tobacco,  hides,  cotton,  &c. 
Near  the  river  fide  a  low  plain  country  prefents 
itfelf  to  view ;  however,  the  fight  is  relieved  by 
gradual  and  agreeable  rifings,  which  appear  at  a 
moderate  diflance,  and  ferve  to  vary  the  profpedh 

About  the  latter  end  of  November,  1 634,  the 
Dutch  projected  the  conqueft  of  Parayba  ;  and 
colonel  Schoppe  being  furnifhed  with  thirty-two 
fhips  and  two  thoufand  three  hundred  fifty-four 
men,  the  expedition  was  undertaken.  Colonel 
Schoppe  landing  with  fix  hundred  men,  put  the 
Portuguefe  to  flight,  and  was  very  near  making 
their  leader  Anthony  Albuquerque  prifoner  :  hav¬ 
ing  raifed  a  battery,  and  being  joined  by  the  re¬ 
mainder 
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mainder  of  bis  fmall  army,  he  obliged  Simon  Al¬ 
buquerque  to  furrender  the  fort  of  St.  Margaret  : 
fort  Antonio  was  foon  after  given  up  ;  upon 
which  the  Dutch  immediately  marched  for  Paray- 
ba,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  it  without 
any  oppotttion,  the  Spanitti  commander  Banjola 
retreating  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  his 
whole  force,  after  he  had  nailed  up  the  cannon, 
and  fet  fire  to  the  fhips  and  warehoufes.  Upon 
this  conqueft  of  Parayba,  count  Maurice  ordered 
the  feveral  forts  to  be  put  in  a  more  defenttble 
condition. 

The  captainttiip  of  Porcigi,  called  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe  Rio  Grande  from  a  river  of  that  name, 
and  by  the  Dutch  North  Brattl,  borders  to  the 
fouth  upon  Parayba,  and  to  the  north  upon 
Siara. 

In  the  year  1597  the  French  were  matters  of 
this  captainttiip,  but  were  difpottetted  by  Felici- 
ano  Creca  de  Tharvalattio ;  it  is  marked 'out  into 
four  divifions,  called  after  four  rivers  which  run 
thro’  them,  viz.,  Kunhao,.  Goyano,  Mumpobu,  and 
Potegy. 

The  river  Rio  Grande,  called  by  the  Brattlians 
Potegy,  lies  at  the  mouth  in  five  degrees  and  for¬ 
ty-two  minutes  fouthern  latitude  ;  it  empties  itfelf 
four  leagues  above  the  fort  Theulen,  and  is  navi¬ 
gable  to  fhips  of  conliderable  burthen  :  there  are 
feveral  bays,  and  fome  other  rivers  of  lefs  note  in 
this  captainttiip. 

Fort  Theulen  and  the  whole  captainttiip  was 
conquered  by  the  Dutch  in  the  year  1633,  under 
the  command  of  Matthias  van  Theulen,  affitted  by 
feveral  approved  captains ;  among  whom  were 
Lichthart  Byma  and  others., 
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CHAP.  m. 

Of  the  captainjhips  of  Potigi  and  Star  a  :  people  with 
very  long  ears :  the  commodities  in  which  they  dealt, 
this  country  in  the  hands  cf  the  Portuguefe i  who 
are  difpoffeffed  hy  the  Dutch,  at  the  dejire  and  invi¬ 
tation  of  the  natives ,  who  prove  treacherous  to  their 
deliverers :  a  new  fettlement  made  at  Rio  Grande 
with  indifferent  fuccefs :  a  fhort  char  after  of  Bra fil 
confidered  in  a  commercial  light :  fevers  common 
here  ;  their  caufe :  fetting  of  the  tides :  of  theeccle - 
faftical government  and  different  religions  cf  Brafil  i 
difputes  between  the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe  :  out¬ 
rages  committed  by  Paulo  de  Runha :  a  peace  be¬ 
tween  the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe  at  Brafil  for  ten 
years  agreed  upon. 

THE  captainfhip  of  Potigi,  Potingi,  or  Po- 
teingi,  was  fubjeff  to  frequent  incurfions 
of  the  Tapoyers  or  mountaineers,  who  were  at 
conftant  enmity  with  the  Portuguefe.  In  July  164  c, 
thefe  Tapoyers,  having  notice  that  the  Portuguefe 
intended  to  revolt  from  the  Dutch,  marched  againfl 
them,  under  one  Jacob  Rabbi,  and  did  consider¬ 
able  mifchief. 

Siara  is  one  of  the  moft  northerly  captainfhips, 
fituated  upon  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  and  border¬ 
ing  to  the  north  upon  Maranhaon :  the  extent  of 
this  diflridf  is  not  above  ten  or  twelve  leagues  :  the 
river  Siara  empties  itfelf  about  feven  leagues  and  a 
half  to  the  north  of  the  bay  Mangorypa,  under 
three  degrees  and  forty  minutes  fouthern  latitude. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  captainfhip  are  of  large 
ffature ;  their  features  are  difagreeable,  and  their 
ears  fo  large,  that  they  hang  down  on  their  fhoul- 

ders. 
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ders.  The  produce  of  the  country  is  fugar,  reeds, 
cryftal,  cotton,  See. 

In  the  year  1630,  part  of  this  country  was  go- 
verned  by  one  of  their  native  kings,  called  Algo- 
doi,  who  was  in  fome  fort  tributary  to  the  Portu- 
guefe,  they  having  built  a  fort  on  the  river  Siara, 
and  pofTefTed  themfelves  of  all  the  fea-coafts  there¬ 
about  ;  neverthelefs  they  were  perplexed  with  in- 
tefline  broils  until  the  year  1638. 

Count  Maurice  and  his  council  being  follicited 
by  the  inhabitants  to  deliver  them  from  the  oppref- 
lion  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  having  received  two 
youths  of  their  bell  families  as  hodages  for  their 
faith  and  alliflance,  fent  a  body  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  colonel  John  Garfhnan,  a  refolute 
and  experienced  leader,  to  accomplish  the  deSign. 

The  colonel  being  furnifhed  with  men,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  all  other  neceiTaries  for  fuch  an 
expedition,  fet  fail  for  the  river  Siara,  where  he 
was  met  by  Algodoi,  and  joined  by  two  hundred 
of  the  inhabitants  ;  with  thefe  he  proceeded  imme¬ 
diately  againff  the  fort  already  mentioned,  which, 
after  a  brave  refinance  from  the  Portuguefe,  he  took 
by  fform,  making  mod;  of  the  garrifon  prifoners, 
among  whom  were  fome  perfons  of  note. 

After  this  fuccefs,  the  Dutch  built  a  fmall  fort  upon 
the  river,  and  called  it  Siara,  not  fo  much  for  defence 
of  the  country,  as  for  cultivating  an  intimacy  with 
the  natives  ;  for  which  end  the  great  council  order¬ 
ed  the  commanding  officers  to  treat  them  with  all 
poffible  refpedt  and  friendfhip  ;  and  to  this  civil 
treatment  were  added  feveral  fmall  prefents,  which 
neverthelefs  proved  ineffectual for  in  the  year 
1644  they  killed  feveral  of  the  Dutch,  at  a  place 
called  Komefy,  thirty  leagues  from  Siara. 

In  the  year  1641,  Siara  being  too  populous,  and 
the  did: rift  of  Rio  Grande  a! mod:  void  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  Andrew  Uliifs  propofed  to  the  great  coun¬ 
cil 
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ell,  building  a  village  in  Rio  Grande,  for  fuch  of 
the  Siarians  as  chofe  to  fettle  there,  which  propo¬ 
rtion  was  accepted  of  by  count  Maurice  and  the 
great  council,  who  gave  Uliifs  leave  to  draw  as 
many  from  Siara  as  he  could;  at  the  fame  time 
making  him  chief  captain  of  the  new  fettlement :  this 
fcheme  being  thus  executed,  they  chofe  certain  chiefs 
out  of  the  moft  antient  families  of  each  divifion, 
called  by  the  Portuguefe  Refidoor ;  notwithlland- 
ing  which  the  Brafilians  of  Siara  in  the  year  1 644 
revolted  againft  the  Dutch,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  and  maffiacred  the  garrifon  of  the  fort, 
with  the  commander  in  chief  Gideon  Moretz,  and 
a  great  number  of  workmen  belonging  to  the  fait 
pits,  near  the  river  Upahamma :  they  alfo  murder¬ 
ed  the  mafter  of  a  fhip,  a  lieutenant,  and  fome  fol- 
diers,  who,  ignorant  of  their  treacherous  revolt, 
went  on  fhore,  and  falling  into  their  hands,  be¬ 
came  a  prey  to  their  matchlefs  barbarity. 

Some  have  imputed  this  revolt  to  the  Portuguefe, 
and  the  Brafilians  of  Maranhaon ;  but  the  true 
fource  of  the  evil,  was  the  extortion  and  oppreffi- 
on  of  the  Dutch  officers,  who  by  ill  ufage  roufed 
a  vindictive  rage  that  quenched  itfelf  in  blood. 

Having  firft  pointed  out  the  happy  fituation, 
with  the  many  other  advantages  of  Dutch  Brafil, 
and  defcribed  the  ecclefiaftical  Prate  thereof,  we 
fhall  proceed  to  recapitulate  the  remarkable  occur¬ 
rences  which  filled  up  the  fpace  of  time  that  Mr. 
NieuhofF refided  there. 

Brafil  is  remarkably  fertile  in  every  natural  pro¬ 
duction  that  can  fiourifh  in  fuch  a  climate,  and 
claims  the  precedence  of  all  other  places  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  for  conveniency  of  harbours  to  tranf- 
portfugars,  the  whole  coaft  being  full  of  fmall  ri¬ 
vers,  which  conduce  greatly  to  the  carriage  of  fugars 
at  a  light  expence  :  to  this  we  may  add  the  con¬ 
venience  of  fending  thence  that  commodity  to  Eu¬ 
rope 
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rope  and  Africa,  with  more  eafe  than  from  any 
other  part  of  the  Weft-Indies;  and  that  Brafil  is 
happily  fituated  for  Ead -India  fhips  to  call  at,  and 
take  in  frefh  provifions  ;  in  fhort,  its  great  extent 
and  vad  commercial  advantages,  were  it  diffidently 
peopled,  muff  foon  render  it  a  flourilhing  em¬ 
pire,  great  in  itfelf,  and  terrible  to  neighbouring 
nations. 

Being  fituated  between  the  equinoctial  line  and 
the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  this  country  is  fubjeCt  to 
violent  heat,  which  however  is  fo  well  tempered 
by  ealterly  winds  off  the  fea,  that  the  climate  is 
deemed  very  wholefome  ;  putrid  fevers  fometimes 
prevail,  and  are  attributed  to  the  complicated  heat 
and  moilture  of  air,  alfo  to  the  exceffive  ufe  of  raw 
fruit. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  winds  and  tides  on 
the  coaff  of  Brafil,  which  thofe  who  are  bound 
thither  ought  carefully  to  obferve :  from  Februa¬ 
ry  to  Augud  the  flream  runs  northerly,  during 
which  time  there  is  no  poffibility  of  failing  from 
north  to  fouth  :  from  the  beginning  of  September 
to  the  end  of  November  the  flream  reverfes  its 
courfe ;  confequently  there  is  no  failing  from  fouth 
to  north  :  the  wind  always  blows  with  the  flream. 

The'ecclefiadical  date  of  Dutch  Brafil  was  chiefly 
compofed  of  proteflantifm  ;  however,  the  French 
that  were  there  had  liberty  of  confcience  to  exer- 
cife  their  own  religion  ;  the  Englifh  likewife  had 
a  minifter  of  their  own  :  the  Dutch  were  regulated 
bv  the  prefcriptions  of  the  Dort  fynod.  Great  care 
was  taken  to  catechife  youth ;  the  facrament  was 
adminidred  four  times  a-year  ;  as  a  preparation  for 
which,  thofe  who  intended  to  be  partakers  were 
obliged  to  make  a  confedion  before  the  church- 
council,  or  the  miniders,  who  booked  their  names  ; 
if  drangers,  their  names  were  publicly  read  to  the 
congregation.  The  church-council  was  compofed  of 

fix 
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fix  church-wardens  and  the  minifler,  thefe  fettled 
the  general  run  of  ecclefiaftical  matters  *  but  in  any 
affair  of  particular  confequence,  the  deacons,  fix 
in  number,  were  called  in  as  afliflant  counfellors : 
to  the  care  of  thofe  deacons,  two  of  whom  were 
chofen  monthly,  the  fick  and  orphans  were  given, 
the  latter  being  by  them  taught  to  read  and  write ; 
and  all  other  ordinations  were  exattly  fulfilled,  and 
the  church- difcipline  in  every  refpeft  flridtly  adhe¬ 
red  to. 

In  the  year  1640,  Mr.  Henry  Hamel,  one  of  the 
WeA-India  directors  for  the  chamber  of  AmAerdam, 
and  Mr.  DirckKodde  Vander  Burgh  were,  by  de¬ 
fire  of  the  council  of  nineteen,  deputed  to  fucceed 
Matthias  Van  Keulen,  and  John  Giifeling  as  direc¬ 
tors  of  Dutch  Brafil,  then  under  the  government 
of  John  Maurice  count  NafTau. 

At  the  time  thefe  two  directors  or  counfellors  ar¬ 
rived  here,  Dutch  Brafil  included  the  captainfhips 
of  Pernambuko,  Hamarika,  to  which  Goyana  was 
annexed,  Parayba,  Rio  Grande  and  Siara  being  the 
northern  part  of  Brafil ;  the  Portuguefe  having  pof- 
feffion  of  the  following  diAricRs  which  compofe  the 
fouthern,  Bahia  Heos,  Porto  Securo,  Spirito  San¬ 
to,  Rio  Janeiro,' and  St.  Vincent.  The  ifland  ofMa- 
ranhaon  was  fome  time  after  in  pofleffion  of  the 
Dutch ;  but  in  a  few  years  they  were  obliged  to 
abandon  it,  by  a  combination  of  the  natives  and 
Portuguefe.  * 

Before  the  arrival  of  Meflrs*  Hamel  and  Vander 
Burgh,  a  fleet  was  fent  to  invade  Bahia,  which 
expedition  being  attended  with  fuccefs,  fo  far  as 
the  defign  of  depredation,  the  fame  fquadron,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  admiral  Jol  and  Cornelius 
Lichthart,  was  difpatched  to  intercept  the  Spanifh 
plate  fleet,  but  returned  without  fuccefs  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1640,  having  loA  four  or  five  fhips.  About  the 
fame  time,  colonel  Koin  was  ordered  with  a  body 

of 
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of  land  forces  to  attack  the  captainfhip  of  Rio 
Real,  but  being  very  ill  fupplied  with  neceffaries, 
and  much  harrafled  with  fatigue,  this  expedition 
was  alfo  fruitlefs  ;  and  major  Van  Brande,  who  was 
fent  out  with  a  party  to  provide  fome  cattle,  was 
yet  more  unfortunate,  his  party  being  entirely  de¬ 
feated,  and  himfelf  made  prifoner. 

While  the  Dutch  fquadron  already  mentioned 
was  on  the  watch  for  the  Spanifh  plate  fleet,  the 
directors  of  Dutch  Brafll,  confcious  of  their  weak- 
nefs  at  fea,  were  very  juflly  apprehenflve  of  their 
vindidfive  neighbours  the  Portuguefe,  who  might 
feize  this  favourable  opportunity  for  deftroying  their 
fugar-mills ;  wherefore  they  took  all  precautionary 
methods  to  avert  the  impending  mifchief ;  and  be¬ 
ing  fenfible  that  the  good-will  of  thofe  Portuguefe 
who  lived  in  Dutch  Brafll,  mult  be  very  eflential 
to  the  wifhed  for  fecurity,  they  thought  it  advife- 
able  to  call  an  aflembly  of  the  principal  Portuguefe 
inhabitants,  belonging  to  the  three  captainships, 
Pernambuko,  Hamarika,  and  Parayba,  that  they 
might  concert  proper  meafures  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  pofleflions.. 

The  means  propofed  by  this  aflembly  were  to 
put  their  forts  in  good  order,  and  augment  their 
garrifons ;  as  alfo,  to  place  a  number  of  men  in  the 
fields  adjacent  to  the  fugar-mills  :  thefe  fieps  how¬ 
ever  failed  of  the  intended  advantage ;  for  feveral 
incurfions  were  made  by  the  Portuguefe,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Dutch,  particularly  one  by  a 
party  of  foldiers,  which  the  marquis  Montel- 
vano  the  viceroy  fent  to  burn  the  fugar-reeds.  In 
fhort,  the  charge  of  maintaining  thirty  or  'forty 
foldiers,  for  the  defence  of '  each  fngar-mill,  and 
the  damage  fuftairied  by  frequent  depredation 
greatly  impaired  the  revenues  of  the  Dutch  com¬ 
pany,  nor  were  they  able  to  bring  a  body  of  men 
into  the  field,  fo  many  being  fcattered  about  in  the 
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manner  we  have  already  mentioned :  fuch  was  the 
fickly  Rate  of  Dutch  Brafil  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  1640. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  in  this  fame  year,  ar¬ 
rived  Mr.  Adrian  Van  Bullaeflrete  as  direffor  of 
Brafil,  who  completing  the  great  council,  it  was 
refoived  to  fend  the  Dutch  fleet  to  Bahia  by  way 
of  reprifal  on  the  Portuguefe,  and  to  facilitate  a 
negotiation  for  a  peace  then  on  the  carpet.  The 
council  of  nineteen  alfo  gave  orders  that  fome  large 
drips  fhould  cruife  off  Rio  Janeiro  to  intercept  the 
Spanifh  flota,  which  generally  fets  'out  from  thence 
for  Spain  in  May  or  June  :  during  the  time  of  this 
negotiation,  a  certain  Portuguefe,  named  Paulo  de 
Kunha,  committed  the  mod:  unpardonable  outrages 
in  murder  and  all  forts  of  devaflations,  which  oc- 
cafioned  count  Maurice  to  write  a  letter  of  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  viceroy,  in  which  he  alfo  complained 
of  delays  in  the  negotiation,  that  feemed  calculated 
rather  to  arrmfe  the  Dutch  than  adjuft  the  differen¬ 
ces  then  fubfifting  between  them  and  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  ;  wherefore  he  infilled  on  a  categorical  anfwer. 
Shortly  after  this  remonflrance,  by  the  remarkable 
aiTiduity  of  Vander  Burgh,  who  had  the  management 
of  the  treaty,  it  was  happily  completed  in  February, 
1641  ;  and  in  confequence  thereof,  all  a61s  of  hof- 
tility  immediately  ceafed.  The  treaty  was  publifh- 
ed  by  proclamation  in  each  captainlhip,  and  all  the 
Portuguefe  ordered  to  quit  the  Dutch  territories. 
O11  the  conclufion  of  this  truce,  which  was  for 
ten  years,  the  Dutch,  by  a  friendly  intercourfe  with 
the  Portuguefe,  plainly  proved  that  they  were  re¬ 
foived  to  keep  their  faith  inviolable. 
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CHAP.  IV, 

Trade  begins  to  fiourijh  at  Brafil  under  the  proteSlion 
of  the  Dutch  :  the  influence  of  peace ,  but  foon  de¬ 
clines  on  failure  of  the  company's  magazines  :  great 
variations  in  credit :  planters  fthe  country  dama¬ 
ged  by  an  epidemical  difanper  among  the  negroes , 
and  other  misfortunes  not  to  be  avoided  :  increafed 
by  malecontents  ;  and  great  diforders  enfue  in  the 
company' s  affairs  :  a  corf  piracy  carried  on  by  the 
Portuguefe  againf  the  government  of  Brafl :  the  cc - 
caf bn  and  grounds  of  it  :  an  embaffy  arrives  from 
Angola ;  fent  to  count  Maurice ,  and  the  Dutch 
Eajl-  India  company . 

npHE  council  very  wifely  judging  that  peace 
JL  is  the  nourifhment  of  trade,  refolved  to 
employ  this  happy  interval  in  the  cultivation  of  it, 
thereby  to  promote  the  public  good,  and  that  of 
the  company  in  particular.  For  this  great  and  de- 
fir  able  end  they  gave  all  poflible  encouragement 
to  hufbandry,  which  had  fo  good  an  effeT,  that 
the  fugar-mills  were  fpeedily  rebuilt,  and  the  la¬ 
bourers  wrought  with  fuch  affiduous  emulation  at 

o 

the  crops,  that  large  fums  were  borrowed  on  the 
glorious  profpeft  of  gain  which  induflry  gave  to 
view. 

The  next  care  was  to  eflablifli  wholefome  laws 
.as  the  fource  of  national  health  ;  without  which, 
a  body  politic,  like  a  natural  body  filled  with  cor¬ 
rupted  blood,  muff  inevitably  fall  fpeedily  to  decay. 
In  thefe  laws  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the 
promotion  of  commerce,  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  public  revenues. 

In  conference  of  thefe  proceedings,  trade  be¬ 
gan  to  flourifh,  commodities  were  fold  in  greater 

quantities 
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quantities  fome  time  after  the  truce  than  ever  was 
known  before ;  large  fums  were  dealt  for  in  a  final! 
fpace  of  time,  and  credit  fo  remarkably  good,  that 
merchants  and  factors  frequently  chofe  to  fell  their 
goods  to  fuch  as  paid  only  part  of  the  ftipulated 
price,  preferably  to  thofe  who  would  pay  the 
whole. 

In  the  years  1640  and  1641,  the  revenues  of  the 
company  were  upon  fo  refpedfable  a  footing,  that 
they  bought  up  large  quantities  of  fugar  on  the 
public  account,  which  they  fent  to  Holland  ;  feve- 
ral  handfome  firudfures  began  to  rife ;  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  lived  in  great  plenty  and  magnificence;  all 
debts  were  looked  upon  as  fecure,  and  every  thing 
feemed  to  indicate  a  flourithing  Rate. 

This  pleafing  profpedt  began  to  be  clouded  over 
in  the  year  1643,  anc^  things  wore  a  quite  different 
appearance ;  for  fome  expeditions  againft  Angola 
having  exhaufied  the  magazines  of  the  company, 
and  no  fupplies  arriving  from  Holland  as  was  ufual, 
the  great  council  was  obliged  to  pay  their  officers 
and  gai  rifons  with  what  was  due  to  the  company, 
as  alfo  to  force  their  debtors  to  prompt  payment. 

Befides  the  misfortune  of  exhaufting  their  ma¬ 
gazines  as  already  mentioned,  the  merchants  in 
Holland  began  to  call  on  their  factors  for  large  re¬ 
turns  of  money,  which  occafioned  thofe  factors  to 
prefs  their  debtors  for  the  fums  due,  that  they  might 
fatisfy  the  demands  of  their  mailers  in  Holland  ;  a 
circumftance  which  occafioned  a  great  fcarcity  of  rea¬ 
dy  money,  and  confequently  damaged  trade  consider¬ 
ably.  This  fcarcity  in  a  fhort  time  grew  fo  general, 
that  many  proprietors  of  fugar-mills  were,  for  want 
of  ready  money  to  pay  their  debts,  obliged  to  bor¬ 
row  at  the  rate  of  three  and  four  percent,  a  month, 
which  reduced  many  of  them  to  fuch  extremity, 
that  in  a  fhort  time  they  could  neither  pay  princi¬ 
pal  nor  interefl. 
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What  feemed  to  give  the  firft  rife  tofuch  confufon 
in  trade  and  public  credit,  was  the  praflice  of  the 
Portuguefe,  who  buying  up  large  quantities  of  goods, 
in  hopes  that  a  revolution  would  pay  all  their  debts, 
contracted  fuch  enormous  ones,  that  the  Dutch 
faCtors,  who  indifcreetly  gave  large  credit,  fuhain- 
ed  vaft  Ioffes,  till  their  employers  in  Holland  be¬ 
gan  to  be  very  importunate,  which  occafioned  them 
to  prefs  hard  thofe  country  traders,  thro’  whofe 
hands  the  Portuguefe  had  received  the  goods.  But 
as  the  Portuguefe  had  nothing  to  pay,  the  country 
merchants  fell  to  ruin,  the  faCtors  fought  their  mo¬ 
ney  in  vain,  and  the  merchants  in  Holland  received 
a  very  fevere  fliock  in  trade  :  thefe  circumflances, 
terrible  to  the  public  in  general,  were  neverthelefs 
happy  for  the  lawyers,  as  the  whole  country  was  a 
fcene  of  litigation  ;  feveral  were  caff  into  prifon, 
but  being  maintained  at  the  expence  of  their  credi¬ 
tors,  the  creditors  themfelves  follicited  their  free¬ 
dom,  and  made  the  befl  compofition  they  could. 

To  the  inconveniencies  already  recited,  we  may 
add  another  material  one,  the  mortality  of  the 
negroes  and  Brafilians,  by  an  epidemical  dihemper 
incident  to  the  natives,  called  bexigos,  which  is 
fomewhat  fimilar  to  our  European  fmall-pox.  As 
the  negroes  in  general  were  purchafed  at  the  rate  of 
three  hundred  pieces  of  eight,  upon  an  average,  the 
lofs  of  them  confequently  occafioned  the  ruin  of 
the  planters,  who  were  at  the  fame  time  feverely 
prejudiced  by  vermin  and  inundations,  which  con¬ 
siderably  damaged  the  fugar-fieids.  Such  a  con¬ 
currence  of  misfortunes  in  trade  occafioned  intef- 
tine  broils  among  the  inhabitants  ;  the  moft  clan- 
defline  methods  were  made  ufe.  of  to  evade  and  re¬ 
cover  debts.  Thefe  divifons,  fatal  ill  themfelves, 
were  hill  rendered  worfe  by  the  fomentation  of 
feme  malecontents,  animals  that  always  fifh  in 
the  troubled  Bream  of  perplexity  for  advantage, 

and 
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and  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  a  community  to  fatisfy 
their  malice  or  avarice  :  fuch  cankers  are  in  all 
governments  ;  and  here  they  difeovered  themfelves, 
by  taking  pains  to  perfuade  thofe  who  had  loft 
their  debts,  that  the  regency  and  courts  of  juflice 
were  culpable ;  fuggeffing  yet  farther,  that  the  pub- 
lie  funds  fhould  repair  private  Ioffes. 

Upon  this  occafion,  the  debts  of  the  company 
increafed  every  day  :  for  the  directors,  who  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1 640  had  the  management  of  affairs 
in  Brafil,  fold  mofl  of  the  confifcated  eftates,  fu- 
gar-mills,  merchandizes,  and  negroes  belonging  to 
the  company  upon  credit ;  fo  that  they  flood  pof- 
feffed  of  extenfive  debts,  but  no  cafli  :  the  fucceed- 
ing  members  of  the  council,  MefTrs.  Hamel,  Bullae,-' 
flrete,  and  Van  Burgh  took  all  imaginable  pains 
to  corredl  this  erroneous  management,  and  fold 
their  commodities  for  ready  money,  or  exchanged 
them  for  fugars,  fo  to  eafe  the  company  in  point  of 
their  expenfive  expeditions  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
the  years  1 640,  41 ,  and  42  furnifhed  Holland  with 
much  larger  quantities  than  ever  were  known  be¬ 
fore.  Notwithflanding- which  remittances,  the  vaff 
number  of  negroes  furnifhed  after  the  conqueff 
of  Angola,  ran  the  company  flill  farther  in  debt, 
as  their  debtors  made  very  dilatory  payments  ;  up¬ 
on  which  the  council  of  nineteen  gave  exprefs  or¬ 
ders  that  the  negroes  fhould  be  fold  only  for  ready 
money,  or  exchanged  for  fugar,  which  determi¬ 
nation  they  were  obliged  to  alter,  as  they  found 
it  pregnant  with  the  entire  ruin  of  the  negro  trade  ; 
for  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  deal  upon  cre¬ 
dit  for  their  flaves,  till  they  could  reap  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  labour. 

The  members  of  the  council,  to  be  as  fecure  as 
poffible,  refolved  to  call  upon  their  debtors  exact¬ 
ly  at  the  time  of  the  fugar-harvefiy  and,  upon  de- 
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fault  of  payment,  ordered  proper  officers  to  force 
by  feizure. 

This  method  of  proceeding  occafioned  fuch  a 
multitude  of  law  fuits,  and  fuch  general  perplexity, 
that  the  great  council  very  juflly  feared  an  infur- 
redfion;  upon  which  they  turned  their  thoughts 
towards  a  palliation  of  matters,  and  at  laff  a  pro- 
pofition  for  adjufting  debts  was  made,  viz.  that 
the  company  ffiould  undertake  to  fettle  the  debts 
of  private  perfons,  to  which  end  the  proprietors  of 
fugar -mills  were  to  furrender  the  whole  yearly  pro¬ 
duct  of  their  mills  to  the  company,  till  they  had 
paid  off  their  feveral  debts ;  and  that  the  benefit  of 
thefe  proceedings  might  extend  to  the  company  and 
their  fugar-mills,  as  well  as  to  the  merchants  and 
fadlors,  it  was  refolved  that  certain  articles  ffiould 
be  agreed  upon  for  that  purpofe,  the  company  pro- 
poling  no  other  advantage  to  themfelves  from  this 
fclieme,  than  that  of  having  an  opportunity  of  re¬ 
covering  fome  debts  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  loft. 

The  company  being  veiled  with  the  power 
confequent  to  this  accommodation,  gave  public 
notice  of  their  agreements  with  particular  per¬ 
fons,  in  order  that  inch  perfons  ffiould  not  receive 
any  thing  upon  credit,  without  the  approbation 
of  the  great  council,  and  their  creditors  were  fu ea¬ 
rn  one  d  to  prove  their  debts  in  three  weeks  time, 
on  pain  of  being  excluded  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
trad!. 

As  the  the  moft  prudent  meafures  will,  by  fome 
wrong-headed  or  evil-minded  perfons  be  cavilled 
at,  fo  this  foie  method  of  healing  the  wounds  of 
public  credit. was  by  fome  people  condemned,  and 
pointed  out  as  a  caufe  of  the  Portuguefe  revolt  :  ne- 
verthelefs,  fo  good  an  effedl  had  thefe  proceedings, 
that  induftry  began  again  to  raife  its  head,  and  pro- 
mife  a  flouriffiing  ffate,  free  from  the  encumbrance 
of  debts;  and  the  year  1645  promifed  fo  plentiful 
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a  harveft  of  fugar,  as  had  not  been  feen  for  many 
years  before. 

The  Portuguefe,  partly  from  a  natural  hatred 
they  had  to  the  Dutch,  fuch  a  one  as  the  conquer¬ 
ed  always  entertain  againft  their  conquerors,  and 
partly  with  a  view  of  clearing  away  the  immenfe 
debts  they  had  contracted,  which  debts,  in  fome 
meafure  made  them  defperate,  refolved  not  to  reft 
till  they  had  undermined  the  government ;  for 
which  purpofe  they  determined  upon  a  revolt,  and 
were  fo  confident  as  to  declare,  that  if  they  did  not 
receive  the  fought  for  affiftance  from  Bahia,  they 
would  follicit  fuccours  from  Spain  or  Turley. 

About  the  end  of  the  year  164.2,  they  were  dis¬ 
armed  on  the  rumour  of  an  intended  revolt ;  ne- 
verthelefs  their  arms  were  reftored  fome  time  after, 
and  they  remained  tolerably  quiet,  from  fear,  as  is 
fuppofed,  of  the  Dutch  garrifon. 

The  true  origin  of  their  revolt  may  be  traced 
out  in  the  following  manner. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1642,  one  John  Fer¬ 
nandes  Vieira  appeared  in  the  council-room,  where 
he  faid,  a  certain  Jew  informed  him,  that  he 
and  his  father-in-law  Berengel,  were  charged  with 
having  difpatched  letters  of  an  evil  tendency  to 
the  ftate,  by  Berengel’s  fon,  to  the  king  of  Portu¬ 
gal.  Upon  this  occafion  he  confefled  having  fenf 
a  letter  by  the  perfon  mentioned,  to  the  king,  but 
afterted  that  the  letter  contained  no  more  than  a  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  bearer  to  fome  employment 
at  the  court  of  Lifbon  ;  and  this  afiertion  he  jufti- 
fied  by  the  copy  of  the  letter,  which  being  examin¬ 
ed,  Was  found  to  contain  no  more  than  he  mention¬ 
ed.  Vieira  then  propofed  difarming  the  Portu¬ 
guefe,  particularly  the  captains  de  Campo,  with 
all  under  their  jurifdidfion,  the  Brafilians,  negroes, 
Mulattoes,  and  Mamalukes. 
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Count  Maurice  produced  a  letter  from  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  nineteen,  informing  him,  that  John  Van 
North,  who  had  ferved  fourteen  months  in  Brafil 
as  a  cadet,  declared  to  them  at  Amfferdam,  that  he 
had  been  fervant  in  a  fugar-mill  belonging  to  Fer¬ 
nandes  Vieira ;  that  after  paffing  two  months  in 
that  capacity,  he  was  foliicited  by  Francifco  Beren- 
gel  Labrador,  to  accompany  his  fon  Antonio  Dan- 
drado  Berengel,  as  his  interpreter  to  Holland,  and 
thence  to  Portugal ;  that  being  allured  by  large 
promifes,  he  attended  young  Berengel,  who,  after 
three  weeks  intimacy,  told  him  he  had  a  letter 
figned  by  Vieira,  Francifco  Berengel,  Bernardine 
Karvalho,  John  Biferro,  and  Lewis  Bras  Biferro, 
in  which  they  fignified  to  the  king  of  Portugal, 
that  they  were  provided  with  fufhcient  means  to 
reduce  Brafil  under  his  obedience  :  the  council 
added,  that  on  account  of  this  embaffage,  the  king 
of  Portugal  had  made  young  Berengel  a  captain  ; 
wherefore  they  ordered  a  firict  watch  to  be  kept 
over  the  perfons  mentioned. 

The  great  council  having  met  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1643,  count  Maurice  informed  them, 
he  had  afilirances  that  fome  of  the  principal  Por- 
tuguefe  intended  to  furprife  and  cut  off  the  Dutch 
garrifons  in  the  country  of  Moribeka  and  St.  An¬ 
thony,  as  well  as  in  fome  other  places ;  and  that 
this  defign  was  to  be  put  in  execution  upon  one  of 
their  faints  days,  the  better  to  fcreen  their  inten¬ 
tion,  it  being  ufual  with  them  to  affemble  in  great 
numbers  upon  fuch  fefiivals  :  the  chief  managers 
of  this  affair  lived  in  the  Vargea,  and  they  pro- 
pofed  furprifing  the  Receif;  likewife  concluding 
that  the  garrifons  in  the  country  muff  quickly  yield 
to  the  pofTefTors  of  that,  and  confequently  that 
the  company  being  ffripped  both  of  trade  and  fol- 
diers,  could  not  longer  fubfiff  in  Brafil. 

This  fit  nation  bf  affairs  having  undergone  ma¬ 
ture 
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tnre  deliberation,  a  refolution  was  taken  to  avoid 
alarming  the  country/  by  a  public  apprehenfion  of 
fufpected  perfons  ;  therefore  precautionary  Reps 
only  were  taken,  fuch  as  putting  Rro-ng  places  in¬ 
to  a  better  Rate  of  defence,  and  keeping  a  conti¬ 
nual  watch  on  fuppofed  fecret  enemies.  Several 
letters,  fome  anonymous,  were  fent  to  count  Mau¬ 
rice,  confirming  the  traiterous  intentions  of  the 
Portuguefe,  particularly  one  from  Mr.  Van  Els,  dat¬ 
ed  at  Serinhaim,  importing,  he  was  credibly  in¬ 
formed  that  a  certain  Mulatto,  of  the  company  of 
Augufiine  Hardofo,  being  afked  by  fome  of  the 
people  of  Fregafie,  what  bufinefs  they  had  there¬ 
abouts,  replied,  they  had  been  to  give  letters  to 
certain  perfons  living  near  the  Receif;  adding,  that 
they  would  fpeedily  lee  that  place  taken  without 
any  effufion  of  either  Dutch  or  Portuguefe  blood. 

In  December,  1643,  Don  Michael  de  Krafio, 
Don  Sebafiian  Manduba  de  Sonho,  and  Don  An¬ 
tonio  Ferdinandes,  three  ambafiadors  from  count 
Sonho  in  Angola,  arrived  in  the  Receif,  with  whom 
came  feveral  negroes  as  prefents  to  count  Maurice 
and  the  company :  by  whom  being  admitted  to  an  au¬ 
dience,  they  Signified  that  their  embaffage  was  to  re- 
quefi  that  the  government  of  Brafil  would  not  fend 
any  fuccours  to  the  king  of  Congo,  who,  they  believed, 
intended  to  attack  them  :  in  anfwer  to  which,  they 
were  told,  that  the  council  would  write  to  Mr.  Nieu- 
land  their  director  there,  to  endeavour  at  remov¬ 
ing  all  caufe  of  conteR  between  the  king  of  Congo 
and  their  mafier.  The  council  alfo  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  king  and  count  Sonho,  recommending  peace 
to  them. 

The  ambafiadors  were  extremely  well  treated 
during  their  Ray,  and  fiiewed  themfelves  great  pro¬ 
ficients  in  Latin  and  back-fword  playing  ;  in  which 
latter  exercife  they  difplayed  many  poRures  re¬ 
markably  tenible,  and  diRorted  their  faces  yet 
more  horribly. 
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On  the  departure  of  the  ambalfadors,  they  were 
furnifhed  with  fome  confiderable  prefents  for  the 
'king  of  Congo,  and  others  of  equal  value  for  the 
count  Sonho. 


CHAP.  V. 

So?ne  defigns  carried  an  by  the  Portuguefe  underhand 
againjt  Dutch  Brafjl :  the  council  vejled  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  which  count  Maurice  for  that  purpofe  re- 
figns :  he  fets  Jail  for  Holland :  an  embajjy  fentfrom 
Brafil  to  the  Bahia  ifands ;  the  Jiate  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  in  the  Bahia  ifands :  the  Dutch  Brafil  in 
danger  from  new  machinations :  a  very  material  let¬ 
ter  of  advice  and  intelligence  brought  to  the  great 
council :  meafures  taken  to  prevent  a  revolt  and  pre¬ 
fer  ve  the  peace . 

OCTOBER  the  13th,  1644,  frefh  fufpicion  of 
a  revolt  was  raifed  by  Gafpar  Francifco  de 
Kunha  a  Jew,  and  two  others  of  the  fame  tribe, 
who  fignified  to  the  great  council,  that  they  had 
been  informed  by  fome  Jews  who  kept  a  correfpon- 
dence  in  the  country,  that  the  Portuguefe  were 
plotting  againft  Dutch  Brafil.  The  council  having 
returned  thefe  elders  thanks  for  their  friendly  in¬ 
formation,  proceeded  to  difeover  the  fchemes  of  the 
Portuguefe;  and  having  received  well-grounded  in¬ 
telligence,  that  they  expected  fome  arms  and  am¬ 
munition  by  fea,  the  yacht  called  Nieuhoufe,  with 
a  galliot  and  a  fhallop,  was  ordered  to  cruife  along 
the  coafrof  Dutch  Brafil,  and  obferve  what  veffels 
approached  the  fhore. 

On  the  2 2d  of  April,  the  commifion  from  the 
governors  of  the  Weft  India  company  was  read  in 
the  great  council,  by  virtue  of  which  the  members 
of  the  council  were  to  have  the  adminiflration  of 
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the  government  till  farther  inAruCtions  :  in  order 
to  inveA  them  publicly  with  this  authority,  count 
Maurice  appointed  a  general  affembly  of  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons,  ecclefiaRical,  civil,  and  military,  alfo 
the  chiefs  of  the  Jews,  who  all  met  on  the  6th  of 
May  accordingly,  when  count  Maurice  resigned  the 
government  which  he  had  held  for  eight  years,  paid 
them  fome  compliments  on  their  adherence  to  the 
high  and  mighty  Rates,  as  alfo  their  kind  treatment 
of  him  as  their  governor ;  adding,  that  he  had 
drawn  up  a  memorial  which  might  be  of  fome 
fervice  in  governing  :  for  all  which  the  members 
of  the  council  returned  him  moR  unfeigned  thanks. 
Before  the  council  broke  up,  it  was  debated  who 
fhould  be  prefident  of  it ;  at  laR  it  was  determined 
every  thing  fliould  remain  as  was  ufual,  under  the 
government  of  count  Maurice,  viz.  every, perfon  to 
keep  his  proper  rank,  firR  Mr.  Hamel,  next  Mr. 
BullaeRrete,  then  Mr.  Vander  Burgh,  &c.  Things 
being  thus  regulated,  count  Maurice  left  the  Re- 
ceif  on  the  nth  of  May,  1644,  being  attended  by 
vaR  numbers  of  people,  to  whom  he  gave  the  great- 
eR  demonRrations  of  affechion.  On  the  22d  he  fet 
fail  for  Holland,  with  a  fleet  of  thirteen  fliips  and 
a  large  body  of  foldiers,  leaving  only  eighteen  com¬ 
panies  for  the  protection  of  Dutch  Brafil. 

On  the  departure  of  count  Maurice,  the  grand 
council  proceeded  to  infpeCt  more  narrowly  the  de- 
flgns  of  the  Portuguefe  again  A  the  government;  to 
which  efleCf,  it  was  refolved  in  January,  164 4,  to 
fend  Gilbert  de  Wit  counfellor  of  the  court  of  juf- 
tice,  and  captain  Dirk  HoogArat<p,  then  command¬ 
er  in  chief  of  the  Cape  of  St.  AuRin  to  Antonio 
Telles  de  Sylva,  governor  of  Bahia,  with  inflruc- 
tions  to  the  following  purpofe  :  firR,  having  deli¬ 
vered  their  credentials,  to  compliment  the  governor 
in  the  name  of  the  great  council,  with  a  fokmn 
promife  of  the  moA  inviolable  friendRiip,  then  to 
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acquaint  him  that  many  fubjedts  of  Dutch  Braiil, 
after  having  contracted  confiderable  debts,  both 
with  the  company  and  other  inhabitants,  did  retire 
into  the  Bahia,  and  to  defire  that  for  the  fupport 
of  public  jufiice,  he  would  either  detain  thofe 
bankrupts  in  prifon,  or  give  timely  notice  of  their 
arrival,  to  the  Dutch  government,  that  the  injured 
fubjedls  might  have  an  opportunity  of  profecuting 
them  accordingly.  With  this  fpecious  pretence  were 
the  aforementioned  perfons  fent  in  embaffy;  but 
the  real  defign  of  their  journey  was  to  find  out  the 
Portuguefe  force  by  land  and  fea,  to  difcover  the 
date  of  their  negro  trade,  whether  they  had  any 
commerce  with  the  people  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
chiefly  to  learn  who  cherifhed  the  defign  of  the 
Portuguefe  againft  the  Dutch ;  likewife  to  defire 
that  the  governor  would  not  fufler  fuch  of  the 
Dutch  foldiers  as  deferted  from  the  Receif  to  be 
tranfported  to  Portugal,  but  order  them  back  to 
the  Receif. 

On  the  8  th  of  February  thefe  envoys  arrived  fafe- 
ly  in  the  Bahia,  having  caA  anchor  near  the  city  of 
St.  Salvador,  where  they  were  met  by  two  officers 
deputed  by  the  governor  to  receive  them,  major 
Domingo  Delgados,  and  captain  David  Ventura  ; 
by  thele  two  officers  they  were  conduced  in  con¬ 
fiderable  Aate  to  the  governor,  whom  they  found 
in  a  large  aflembly  of  the  principal  officers.  On 
being  admitted  to  an  audience,  the  envoys,  in  a 
long  and  elaborate  harangue,  fet  forth  the  AriCt 
regard  of  their  mafiers  for  the  Portuguefe,  and  the 
defire  they  had  to  fupport  an  inviolable  friendfhip. 
After  which  they  mentioned  having  matters  of  a 
more  particular  and  private  nature  to  communicate. 
A  fecond  audience  was  appointed  for  this  purpofe ; 
and  the  governor  having  heard  their  propofals, 
gave  a  general  anfwer,  importing,  that  he  would 
confult  his  council,  and  next  day  furnifli  them 
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with  the  refult  of  his  deliberations.  Accordingly 
he  faw  them  next  day,  and  in  very  complaifant 
terms  let  them  know  he  had  confulted.  his  council ; 
and  that  a  letter  he  then  delivered  to  them  for  their 
mailers  was  all  the  anfwer  he  could  poffibly  give  : 
upon  which  the  envoys  obferved,  that  fince  va¬ 
grants  muff  find  fhelter  in  the  Bahia,  they  hoped 
the  governor  would  fignify  their  names  to  the  Dutch 
government,  that  it  might  be  known  whither  they 
are  fled  ;  which  requeh  being  granted  by  the  go¬ 
vernor,  they  took  their  leave  having  been  enter¬ 
tained  with  great  fnendfhip  and  magnificence. 

The  envoys  arriving  fafely  at  the  Receif,  deliver¬ 
ed  governor  Sylva’s  letter  to  the  great  council,  which 
contained  little  more  than  general  terms  of  refpedt 
for  the  hates  of  Holland,  and  thofe  their  fubjecls 
in  particular,  whom  he  then  addrefled  concerning 
the  feveral  points  of  fecret  inhruchions  already  men¬ 
tioned.  The  envoys  gave  a  very  minute  account, 
importing  upon  the  whole  as  follows. 

That  the  Portuguefe  troops,  according  to  the 
beh  information  they  could  obtain,  amounted  to, 
negroes  ancUBrafilians  included,  three  thoufand, 
which  were  fcattered  in  various  garrifons,  St.  Sal¬ 
vador  being  the  principal  ;  that  the  naval  hrength 
was  very  inconfiderable,  confihing  of  fifty  fmall 
veflels  and  yachts  not  in  the  leafl  calculated  for 
war  ;  that  during  their  hay  at  Sr.  Salvador,  two 
Portuguefe  fhips  of  war  arrived  in  Bahia,  on  pre¬ 
tence  of  protecting  their  trade  from  the  privateers 
of  Denmark  and  Cahile;  that  thefe  two  fhips  had 
brought  orders  from  his  Portuguefe  majehy,  to 
forbid  the  building  of  fmall  craft,  and  to  enjoin  his 
fubjefls  to  fit  out  fhips  in  fome  fort  able  to  refih  the 
infults  of  the  enemy,  from  which  the  envoys  feemed 
to  infer  advantage' to  the  Dutch,  as  this  alteration 
muh  render  the  carriage  of  Portuguefe  fugars  dear¬ 
er.  7 
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In  regard  to  the  negro  trade  it  was  found  to 
be  very  trifling ;  however,  they  fuppofed  by  the 
price  being  three  hundred  gilders  each,  that  ne¬ 
groes  were  not  fcarce  :  they  farther  reported,  that 
on  the  8  th  of  February  they  faw  in  the  Bahia  two 
fhips  of  twenty  guns  each,  whofe  deftination  they 
could  not  difcover  with  any  degree  of  certainty ; 
for  which  reafon  they  fufpeffed,  and  juflly,  fome 
fmifler  defign  :  however,  before  their  departure 
they  learned  concerning  thefe  Fhips,  that  they  were 
defigned  for  Angola  to  defend  Mafagoa  and  its 
inhabitants  againif  the  negroes.  The  truth  of  this 
account  they  referred  to  all-explaining  time,  but 
prefumed  that  there  was  fomewhat  more  intended 
'  by  this  expedition,  as  the  greatefl:  care  was  taken 
to  fecrete  it  from  the  envoys,  all  the  Dutch  and 
Germans  being  prevented  from  having  any  con¬ 
ference  with  them  during  their  flay  at  St.  Salvador. 

As  to  Buenos  Ayres  they  reported  there  was 
no  commerce  between  it  and  any  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  captainfliips  ;  and  in  refpeff  of  thofe  per¬ 
sons  who  concerted  and  promoted  defigns  againA 
the  Dutch  Brafll,  they  could  not  gain  the  flighted 
information,  the  envoys  having  thus,  as  far  as  they 
were  able,  fulfilled  each  article  of  their  private 
inftrudtions  ;  to  which  general  account  they  ad¬ 
ded  a  defcription  of  St.  Salvador,  its  inhabitants 
governor,  fortifications,  &c. 

The  flying  report  of  a  revolt  which  was  raifed  and 
quickly  vaniflied  in  the  year  1 640,  was  revived  upon 
more  fubflantial  grounds  in  1645  5  for  it  was  dil- 
covered  and  proved  ^lmofl  to  a  certainty,  that  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  fuccours  from  Bahia,  and  con- 
fldering  the  weak  condition  -of  the  Dutch,  (the 
greatefl  part  of  their  fleet  and  land  forces  having 
gone  with  count  Maurice  to  Holland)  the  male- 
contents  intended  to  take  up  arms.  This  defign 
the  great  council  being  thoroughly  acquainted 
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■with,  they  took  all  imaginable  care  to  prevent  it 
from  taking  place,  and  fent  fpies  to  all  quarters 
with  Rrift  orders  to  found  the  inclinations  of  the 
people,  and  difcover,  if  poflible,  the  ringleaders 
of  fedition.  Thefe  precautions,  however,  proved 
fuccefslefs,  for  no  material  difcovery  could  be 
made ;  but  as  we  have  already  hinted,  the  Dutch 
council  were  convinced,  that  an  infurreftion  was 
ferioully  meditated  ;  for,  befides  that  the  Portu- 
guefe  were  difcontented  as  a  conquered  people, 
their  difference  of  religion  from  the  Dutch,  gave 
a  Rill  keener  edge  to  their  animofity,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  juftified  the  fufpicion  of  them  ;  they  there¬ 
fore  wrote  a  very  long  and  explicit  letter  to  the 
council  of  nineteen  in  Holland,  giving  an  exaff  account 
of  the  Rate  of  things,  a  detail  of  the  informations 
they  had  received  concerning  a  revolt,  the  Reps  they 
had  taken  to  prevent  it,  concluding  with  an  af- 
furance,  that  nothing  Riould  be  wanting  on  their 
fide  to  check  the  infolent  or  treacherous  deflgns 
of  public  or  private  foes. 

The  great  council  were  alarmed  with  a  letter 
and  various  reports  concerning  the  march  of  a 
body  of  Portuguefe  againR  their  captainfhip  of 
Sergippe  del  Rey  ;  but  thefe  reports  appeared  up- 
on  examination  to  be  ill  grounded  :  however,  on 
the  30th  of  May  they  received  a  letter  fubfcribed 
A  Verdade,  under  plus  ultra  ;  which  letter  being 
tranflated  from  Portuguefe,  was  found  to  import 
as  follows  :  That  an  attack  was  abfolutely  intended 
againR  Dutch  Brafil ;  that  Fernandes  Vieira  was 
the  moR  formidable  malecontent,  therefore  ought 
to  be  feized  ;  however,  that  as  he  was  very  much 
upon  his  guard,  great  precaution  was  neceffary  for 
the  apprehending  him,  as  the  difcovery  of  fuch 
an  intention,  previous  to  the  execution,  muR  in 
all  probability  expedite  the  impending  mifchief ; 
that  therefore  ftcrecy  as  well  as  expedition  was 

abfolutelv 
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abfolutely  requifite  :  difarming  the  inhabitants  of 
feveral  Fregafies  was  drongly  recommended  by 
this  letter.  The  writers  of  which  infilled  flrongiy 
on  their  veracity  and  drift  attachment  to  the 
Dutch  government,  obferving  at  the  fame  time  it 
was  then  neceffary  for  them  to  refl  unknown,  but 
that  they  would  difcover  themfelves  when  danger 
was  lefs  imminent.  To  all  which  they  added,  by 
way  of  conclufion,  advice  to  apprehend  Francifeo 
Berengel,  Vieira’s  father-in-law,  Antonio  Kavalkan- 
ti,  and  all  the  chief  of  the  Vergeas.  Such  was  the 
purport  of  the  letter,  wherein,  as  they  themfelves 
remarked,  the  writers  were  as  explicit  as  they 
could  have  been  in  perfonal  conference. 

On  receipt  of  fo  material  a  piece  of  information,., 
the  great  council  called  into  their  affembly,  as  af- 
fiflant  members,  Paul  de  Linge,  prefident  of  the 
council  of  juflice,  Cornelius  Lichthart,  vice-admi¬ 
ral,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Gardman,  to  concert 
the  fpeediefl  and  mod  effeftual  meafures  for  the 
prefervation  of  Dutch  Brafil  from  foreign  and  do- 
medic  enemies.  The  feveral  letters  and  other  pri¬ 
vate  advices  being  taken  under  confideration,  it 
was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  fituation  of 
things  required  the  following  refolutions  to  be 
put  in  practice. 

Fird,  To  provide  all  their  forts  and  other  gar- 
rifoned  places  with  meal  for  two  months,  and  to- 
iffue  drift  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  that 
they  ffiould  be  condantly  upon  their  guard. 

Secondly,  It  was  refolved,  thatjohn  Ledry,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Brafilians,  ffiould  be  or¬ 
dered  to  keep  his  people  in  readinefs  to  take  the 
field  at  an  hour’s  warning :  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  council  determined  to  fend  fpies  to  all  parts 
where  any  intelligence  could  be  hoped  for. 

Thirdly,  It  was  agreed  to  furnmon  John  Fer¬ 
nandes  Vieira,  with  his  fureties  Francifeo 'Berengel 

and 
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and  Bernardin  Karvalho  to  the  Receif,  under  co¬ 
lour  of  a  fecond  agreement  with  him,  which  he 
much  wifhed  for.  This  appeared  the  mo  if  plan- 
iible  method  of  attacking  Vieira,  and  thro5  him 
to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  Portuguefe  plot ; 
wherefore  one  Koin  a  broker,  Vieira’s  agent  in  the 
agreement,  was  prevailed  upon  to  draw  him  into 
the  fnare.  Equal  care  was  taken  by  the  great 
council  for  the  apprehenfion  of  feveral  other  dan¬ 
gerous  perfons. 

C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Attempts  made  to  feize  feme  of  the  principal  malxon - 
tents ,  but  without  fuccefs ;  feveral  of  them  are  at¬ 
tainted  :  two  of  the  chiefs  feize  d ,  who  make  fome 
very  material  dif cover ies ,  and  appear  to  have  been 
in  reality  friends  to  the  Dutch:  they  are  fet  at  li¬ 
berty  :  more  prifoners  brought  in :  great  prepara¬ 
tions  are  made  on  every  fide  for  an  open  attack :  an 
amnejly  offered  to  the  rebels  :  a  rifing  at  Cape  St. 
AugujUne  :  colonel  Hans  inarches  agairfi  the  re¬ 
bels ,  and  has  good  fuccefs :  a  dreadful  con  [piracy  of 
the  Portuguefe  difcovered  :  Vieira  and  the  reji  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  mat econt ents  make  remonftrances  to 
the  council  ineffectual :  the  examination  and  confef 
fion  of  Antonio  Dolivera. 

According  to  the  refolution  taken  by  the  great 
council,  all  poilible  means  were  ufed  to  de¬ 
coy  Vieira  into  the  Receif,  but  without  fuccefs  ; 
upon  which  lieutenant  Denniger  was  fent  to  his 
houfe  with  a  party  of  foldiers  to  apprehend  him  by 
force.  This  attempt  too  proved  fruitlefs,  he  having 
abfconded  three  weeks  before.  Denniger  alfo 
fearched  the  houfes  of  Antonio  Kavalkanti  and 
Antonio  Biferro  without  fuccefs. 

Several  frelh  advices  of  the  enemy’s  being  in 
motion  were  tranfautted  to  the  great  council, 

which 
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which  being  for  the  mod  part  ill  grounded,  ferved 
no  purpofe  but  that  of  perplexing  the  government. 

The  council  being  difappointed  in  their  defign 
of  taking  Vieira,  attainted  a  confiderable  number 
of  perfons  in  the  feveral  provinces ;  and  fearing 
the  inhabitants  of  Parayba,  on  account  of  their 
large  debts,  would  be  foremoR  in  the  revolt,  Mr. 
Paul  de  Linge  was  immediately  fent  thither  as  a 
director,  with  difcretionary  power  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Rio  Grande  as  well  as  Parayba,  and  brief 
orders  to  prefs  a  hundred  men  out  of  the  blips, 
with  provifions  in  proportion,  for  the  defence  of  fort 
St.  Margaret,  and  to  keep  the  inhabitants  quiet. 

As  provifions  were  very  fcarce,  it  was  thought 
necefiary  to  form  a  fmall  camp  near  St.  Lawrence, 
as  well  to  fecure  a  fupply  of  neceffaries  as  to  awe 
the  malecontents ;  accordingly  four  hundred  and 
odd  men  were  ordered  to  the  ground  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  Moribeka  town  being  reviewed,  direc¬ 
tions  were  given  to  {Lengthen  the  fortifications. 
The  fame  day  information  being  given  that  Vieira 
had  been  feen  in  his  mill,  that  night  a  party  was 
immediately  difpatched  thither,  but  returned  with¬ 
out  having  found  him  ;  and  by  the  account  of 
Vieira’s  Reward,  on  being  examined,  it  appear¬ 
ed  that  it  was  impoffible  to  furprize  his  vigi¬ 
lance  ;  however,  thefe  difappointments  were  in 
fome  meafure  atoned  for  by  the  feizure  of  SebaRian 
Kavalho  and  Antonio  de  Bulhous,  two  of  the 
proferibed  perfons,  who  being  made  prifoners, 
were  brought  into  the  Receif,  where  the  former 
was  examined  the  night  of  their  arrival  before  Mr. 
Walbeck  afleflor  of  the  court  of  juRice  ;  upon 
which  occafion  he  made  a  verbal  confefiion  to  the 
following  effedf  : 

-  That  he  was  one  of  the  three  who  fent  the  let¬ 
ter  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter  to  the 
council ;  that  he  had  Rgned  an  aRociation  for  the 

reduc- 
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reduction  of  the  Dutch  Brafil  to  the  dominion  of 
the  king  of  Portugal ;  but  faid,  that  Vieira,  who 
on  all  hands  appeared  to  be  the  life  blood  of  the 
plot,  had  by  threats  frightened  him  thereto  ;  how¬ 
ever,  that  upon  figning  it  he  gave  immediate  no¬ 
tice  thereof  to  Fernando  Vale,  and  a  third  perfon 
in  conjunction  with  whom  the  before-mentioned 
letter  was  written.  This  and  fome  obfervations 
upon  the  plan  of  revolt,  which  perfectly  agreed 
with  informations  already  recited,  made  up  the 
fum  of  Karvalho’s  confeffion. 

The  council  being  now  convinced  of  Vieira’s 
villainous  defigns,  ordered  frefh  attempts  to  be 
made  for  apprehending  him  and  his  faCtor  Manuel 
de  Soufa ;  accordingly  they  were  fought  for,  hill 
to  no  purpofe  :  however,  Cafpar  Periere  who  was 
fuppofed  to  have  drawn  the  affociation,  being  a 
public  notary,  was  by  an  order  of  council  feized. 

Kavalho,  notwith handing  his  confeffion,  was 
detained  prifoner  till  the  4th  of  Auguft  ;  but  hav¬ 
ing  given  the  council  fufhcient  proof  that  he  was 
one  of  the  three  fecret  friends  who  wrote  to  them, 
and  earnefily  foliciting  enlargement,  he  was  fet  at 
liberty. 

The  ftill  nearer  approach  of  danger,  called  for 
all  poffible  preparation  of  defence,  to  which 
end  the  inhabitants  of  the  Receif,  and  thofe  per- 
fons  who  lived  on  the  back  of  the  river,  were  or¬ 
dered  to  furround  their  habitations  with  pallifadoes, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  two  hundred  gilders  ;  the 
fortifications  of  Maurice  town  were  likewife  en¬ 
larged  and  firengthened  ;  admiral  Lichthart  Rati¬ 
oned  two  guardlhips  at  convenient  places,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  furprize  at  low  water  ;  and  to  fupply  the 
deficiency  of  provifions  among  the  garrifons,  or¬ 
ders  were  ifilied  to  the  feveral  military  comman¬ 
ders,  to  take  the  neceffiary  quantity  of  farinha  or 
meal  from  the  inhabitants,  for  which  the  company 

would 
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would  be  anfwerable  :  at  the  fame  time  Paulo 
Lingo  fet  out  on  his  expedition  for  Parayba,  at 
the  head  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  and 
Bernardo  Karyalho,  who  had  ab fconded  for  fome 
time,  was,  upon  felicitation,  allowed  to  come  to 
the  Receif  and  juftify  himfelf ;  John  Peffoa,  ano¬ 
ther  fufpebled  perfon,  alfo  requeued  leave  by 
letter  to  appear  before  the  council,  which  with  a 
fnniliar  petition  from  Father  Lawrence  Alkunha 
was  granted,  as  likewife  thofe  of  feveral  other 
perfons. 

On  the  1 6th  of  June,  intelligence  was  received 
that  Andrew  Vidal,  with  one  thoufand  Portu- 
guefe  and  a  body  of  negroes,  had  polled  himfelf 
above  St.  Anthony,  near  the  fugar-mill  called 
Topekura  ;  the  fame  day,  two  profcribed  perfons, 
John  Karnero  de  Maris,  and  Francifco  dias  del 
Gado,  were  brought  prifoners  to  the  Receif. 

In  this  confufion  of  circumflances,  the  great 
council,  after  fome  deliberation  upon  the  matter, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  remove  the  camp  from  St. 
Lawrence  to  Moribeka,  fo  to  fecure  the  river 
Sangea,  confequently  to  become  mailers  of  the 
country  as  far  as  Cape  St.  Auflin,  and  thereby  to 
Rand  allured  of  a  fafe  paffage  for  their  provifions  ; 
which  Rep  was  deemed  the  more  neceffary,  as 
former  wars  had  fhewn  how  fupplies  from  the 
feu  them  country  to  the  Receif  might  and  cer¬ 
tainly  would  be  cut  off,  if  the  forementioned  poR 
was  not  fecured. 

In  purfuance  of  this  resolution,  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  Moribeka,  and  the  aldermen  of  Mau¬ 
rice  town  were  inRrubled  to  buy  up  all  neceffary  x 
provifions  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  troops  :  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  alfo  iffued,  commanding  the  inhabitants 
of  Serenhaim,  Pojuka,  St.  Antonio,  and  Moribeka, 
to  repair  completely  armed  both  horfe  and  foot  to 
St.  Antonio,  there  to  ferve  under  the  command  of 

colonel 
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colonel  Gafpar  Vander  Ley,  and  lieutenant  colonel 
John  Heck,  for  the  defence  of  the  open  country, 
fuch  who  were  not  able  to  maintain  themfelves 
being  ranked  in  point  of  provifions  with  other 
foldiers  ;  the  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  offered 
to  furnifh  the  garrifons  with  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  meafures  of  farinha  for  ready  money. 

The  great  council  having  great  reafon  to  fufpedt 
the  Brafilians,  under  their  jurifdidtion,  would  be 
tampered  with  by  Kamaron,  refolved  to  treat  with 
their  chief  Liftry,  and  endeavour,  thro’  his  means, 
to  perfuade  thofe  Brafilians  to  fend  their  wives  and 
children  into  the  iiland  of  Tamarika,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  fecuring  them  from  the  danger  of  hofii- 
lities,  but  in  reality  to  keep  them  as  hofiages  for 
the  fidelity  of  their  huibands  and  fathers. 

■  One  Antonio  d’  Olivera  having  fent  advice  to 
the  great  council,  that  a  confiderable  number  of 
Portuguefe  commanded  by  Kavalkanti’s  brother, 
four  hundred  Brafilians  led  by  Kamaron,  three 
hundred  Indeos  Rondelas  from  Sertoa,  and  fifty 
negroes  headed  by  Henry  Dias,  were  deflined  as 
fuccours  from  the  Bahia  to  the  rebels,  Mr.  Slote- 
nifki,  an  enfinn  was  fent  out  with  a  {mail  recon- 
noitering  party,  who  having  ftaid  out  eight  days, 
returned  to  the  Receif  without  having  made  any 
confiderable  difcoveries  ;  however,  he  brought  in¬ 
telligence  which,  with  former  difcoveries,  plainly 
proved  Vieira  to  be  the  main  fpring  of  rebellion. 

On  the  1 7th  of  June,  the  great  council  with 
the  approbation  of  the  council  of  juftice,  iffued  a 
proclamation,  offering  a  general  pardon  to  all  per- 
ions  concerned  in  the  rebellion,  except  the  ring¬ 
leaders,  who  would,  in  five  days  after  faid  procla¬ 
mation,  make  their  perfonal  appearance  in  the 
Receif ;  in  confequence  of  which,  they  fhould, 
having  taken  a  new  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Dutch  government,  be  indulged  with  entire  and 

quiet 
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quiet  poffeffion  of  their  eftates  and  privileges ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  fire  and  fword  in  the  worft 
degree  of  military  execution,  was  denounced 
again  ft  fuch  as  rejected  the  proffered  mercy  :  fe¬ 
ver  al  copies  of  the  proclamation  to  this  effedf, 
tran dated  into  Portuguefe,  were  next  morning 
diftributed  in  various  places. 

Preparations  were  now  making  for  a  vigorous 
defence,  when  the  grand  council  received  certain 
information  that  the  enemy,  to  the  amount  of  four 
thoufand  men  and  upwards,  were  in  motion  and 
had  aftually  begun  hoftilities  in  the  diftridt  of 
Pojuka,  where  they  had  feized  upon  two  boats 
with  paffengers,  whom  they  made  prifoners,  and  af¬ 
terwards  put  to  the  fword, except-one  failor,  who  was 
fortunate  enough  to  efcape  their  barbarity ;  upon  this 
intimation,  the  inhabitants  having  chofe  Tabatinga 
Amador  d’  Arravio  for  their  leader,  rofe  in  arms, 
and  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  Dutch  by 
land  with  Cape  St.  Auftin. 

June  the  20th,  a  Brafilian  arrived  at  the  Receif, 
who  informed  the  great  council,  that  being  dis¬ 
patched  to  them  with  letters  from  captain  John 
Bloar  in  Porto  Calvo,  he  was  fet  upon  near  Kam- 
boa  by  certain  perfons  of  Pojuka,  who  took  from 
him  the  packet  of  letters,  and  killed  a  companion  ; 
to  this  he  added,  that  Kamaron  was  polled  in  the 
diftridt  of  Porto  Calvo,  but  that  captain  Bloar 
poffeffed  the  fort. 

The  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  put  the  coun¬ 
cil  upon  meditating  frefti  expedients  for  defence, 
and  in  confequence  of  their  deliberations,  it  was 
refolved  that  two  companies,  the  whole  force  then 
in  Allenoas,  fhould  be  drawn  from  thence  to  the 
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Receif.  Accordingly  a  veffel  which  lay  ready  for 
cruifing,  was  ordered  to  Porto  Francifco,  there  to 
take  on  board  the  forementioned  troops,  or  fuch 
part  as  fhe  could  contain ;  the  remainder  to  march 

by 
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by  land  to  Rio  Francifco,  and  there  join  captain 
Koin ;  the  garrifon  of  Serenhaim,  efteemed  too 
weak  for  fervice  there,  was  ordered  to  join,  the 
forces  at  St.  Antonio,  and  at  the  fame  time  forty 
recruits  were  fent  to  reinforce  the  ifland  of  Ta- 
marika. 

Mr.  Bas,  and  Mr.  Van  de  Voerde,  counfellors 
of  the  court  of  juflice,  by  order  of  the  council, 
entered  upon  the  examination  of  Gafpar  Periera 
the  public  notary  for  drawing  up  the  inflrument  of 
affociation,  and  John  Kariero  de  Maris,  Francifco 
Dias  del  Gado,  both  mailers  of  fugar-mills  in  Po- 
juka,  and  Sebaflian  Karvalho,  concerning  what  they 
knew  of  the  projected  confpiracy  :  upon  this  exa¬ 
mination,  being  his  fecond,  Karvalho  made  a  con- 
feflion  of  much  the  fame  import  as  that  already  fet 
forth. 

The  fame  day,  the  great  council  received  a 
letter  dated  St.  Antonio,  from  meffieurs  Ley  and 
Hoek,  informing  them  that  the  whole  Fregafie 
had  taken  up  arms,  and  made  fixteen  or  eighteen 
Dutch  inhabitants  prifoners,  and  that  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  from  the  Receif  was  abfolutely  necelfary  to 
prevent  very  ill  confequences ;  this  the  council 
took  into  confideration,  and  tho’  already  weak  in 
numbers  at  the  Receif,  yet  depending  on  their  fleet 
lying  off  Red-land,  for  keeping  Parayba  and  Rio 
Grande  quiet,  they  ordered  colonel  Haus  with  a 
hundred  men  to  Moribeka,  there  to  join  the  forces 
commanded  by  captain  Wiltfc.hutt,  from  thence  to 
proceed  to  St.  Antonio,  and  then  diredtly  to  Po- 
juka,  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  cutting  off  the 
communication  between  the  Receif  and  the  garri- 
fons  in  the  fouth. 

This  expedition  was  attended  with  fuch  great 
fuccefs,  that  the  rebels  were  entirely  put  to  flight, 
colonel  Haus  making  himfelf  mailer  of  the  town 
and  convent,  in  which  latter  he  found  forty  prifo¬ 
ners 
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ners  loaded  with  irons,  whom  he  releafed ;  but  re¬ 
ceiving  intelligence  that  Kamaron,  with  the  main 
body  of  rebels,  came  towards  him,  he  was  obliged 
to  folicit  fuccours  from  the  Receif,  which  how¬ 
ever  neceffary,  the  great  council  could  not  fend, 
having  already  weakened  themfelves  too  much. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  June,  the  great  council  pro¬ 
claimed  a  general  faff  to  be  held  on  the  28 th  of 
that  month,  in  order  to  give  God  thanks  for  the 
timely  difcovery  of  Portuguefe  treachery,  which 
had  plotted  to  deftroy  them  when  they  were  leaft 
aware  of  danger,  in  the  following  manner. 

The  malecontents  intended  on  the  Whitfun-holi- 
days  to  make  folemn  rejoicings,  give  great  feafts 
and  exhibit  tournaments,  to  which  the  principal 
men  of  Dutch  Brafil  both  civil  and  military  were 
to  be  invited,  whom  when  flufhed  with  wine, 
and  lulled  into  unguarded  fecurity,  with  the  moll 
fpecious  hofpitality,  they  intended  to  cut  off  in 
like  manner  as  the  Sicilian  Vefpers  or  Parifian 
wedding;  but  being  prevented  from  perpetrat¬ 
ing  their  villainous  clefigns  for  that  time,  they 
fixed  on  Midfummer  day  as  the  next  proper  period, 
well  knowing  from  concurring  circumftances,  the 
Receif  to  be  then  more  available  than  at  mold 
other  times :  this  dark  defign  being  diicovered  be¬ 
fore  Midfummer  day,  it  vanifned  into  air,  and  in 
confequence  of  the  difcovery,  each  party  betook 
themfelves  to  arms. 

The  Portuguefe  did  not  pretend  to  juftify  thefe 
proceedings,  by  putting  them  on  the  foot  of  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  king,  but  pleaded  liberty  of  confcience  ; 
neverthelefs,  there  was  the  greatefi  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  infurredfion  was  known  and  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  court  of  Portugal  as  well  as  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Bahia,  it  being  very  inconfiflent  with 
reafon  or  probability  that  Kamaron  and  the  other 
ringleaders  would  prefume  to  attack  the  Dutch, 
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tmlefs  encouraged  by  fome  fuperior  power;  be¬ 
ll  des  Mucheron  affected,  that  he  read  in  a  Portuguefe 
commiffion  the  following  words,  4 4  This  revolt 
“  and  war  are  undertaken  for  the  honour  of  God, 

“  the  propagation  of  the  Roman  catholic  faith, 
and  for  the  fervice  of  the  king  and  common  liber- 

“  ty.” - To  this  he  added,  that  he  had  heard  fe- 

veral  Portuguefe  fa}q  that  if  they  mifcarried  in 
their  fecret  defign,  they  would  openly  attack  and 
drive  the  Dutch  out  with  fire  and  fword.  It  has 
been  by  fome  fuggeffed,  that  it  was  very  impro¬ 
bable  the  king  of  Portugal  fliould  draw  on  him- 
felf  a  Dutch  war,  when  his  affairs  were  in  fo  un¬ 
fettled  a  fituation  as  they  appeared  to  be  at  that 
time  ;  neverthelefs,  future  events  contradiffed  this 
opinion  very  fufficiently. 

On  the  22d  of  June  a  letter  was  delivered  to  the 
great  council  from  the  following  perfons,  Fernan¬ 
des  Vieira,  Antonio  Kavalkanti,  John  Pafcoa,  Ma¬ 
nuel  Kavalkanti,  Antonio  Biferro  and  Cofmo  de 
Eraflo  Pafos ;  in  which  letter  they  complained 
heavily  of  being  great  fufFerers  on  account  of  falfe 
accufations  laid  againfl  them  by  certain  jews,  as 
enemies  to  the  government ;  that  being  informed 
their  elfates  and  goods  were  to  be  confifcated  and 
bellowed  upon  certain  Hollanders,  they  humbly 
prayed  that  the  late  offered  pardon  of  five  days 
continuance  might  be  prolonged,  as  too  fhort  a 
fpace  for  the  determination  of  fo  material  a  ifep, 
and  that  the  pardon  might  be  rendered  general, 
by  a  removal  of  all  exceptions.  To  this  the  pe¬ 
titioners  added,  that  if  fo  equitable  a  propofal 
was  refufed,  they  thought  themfelves  before  God 
and  all  catholic  princes  perfeflly  innocent  of  all 
thofe  ill  confequences  and  miferies  which  fuch  a 
refufal  might  give  rife  to. 

The  great  council  having  deliberated  upon  this 
very  model!  lettter,  warm  debates  arofe  j  fome 
Vol,  IV.  G  were 
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were  for  granting  the  folicited  general  pardon* 
others  with  more  ju-ftice  and  refolotion  obferved* 
that  tho’  affairs  were  not  in  the  moft  agreeable  fi- 
tuation,  yet  that  a  letter  pregnant  with  fuch  arro¬ 
gant  and  fandlified  untruths,  ought  to  be  treated 
with  the  greateft  contempt;  it  being  certainly  un¬ 
worthy  of  notice.  During  this  debate  advices  came 
from  colonel  Haus  at  St.  Antonio,  acquainting  the 
council  that  he  hoped  to  attack  the  rebels  the 
next  day,  with  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  fuccefs  ; 
which  by  what  has  been  already  faid,  we  find  the 
colonel  was  not  deceived  in.  This  exprefs  determin¬ 
ed  the  debate,  which  ended  in  a  refolution  to  lay 
afide  the  letter  under  conft deration  till  they  heard 
again  from  colonel  Haus. 

o 

On  the  28  th  of  June,  Mucheron  arrived  in  the 
Receif  with  two  companies  from  Allegoas,  which 
were  on  their  arrival  divided  between  the  Quin- 
queregular  and  Erneftus  forts.  This  definable 
reinforcement  was  attended  with  letters  from  Paul 
Linge  in  Parayba,  which  gave  very  particular  plea- 
fore,  as  they  contained  an  account  that  the  Paray- 
bans  gave  the  moft  folemn  affurances  of  fidelity, 
and  offered  to  take  a  frefh  oath  of  allegiance ;  and 
that  he  had  great  reafon  to  believe  them  fmcere,  as 
the  niceff  infpedfion  could  not  aifcover  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  revolt  or  difcontent. 

June  the  29th,  a  fpecial  commiffion  was  iffued 
from  the  council  for  Balthafar  Vander  Voerden  to 
examine  Antonio  d’Oliveira^  concerning  the  plot 
formed  by  the  Portuguefe  againft  the  gevernment : 
.being  quefeioned,  he  declared  that  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  month  current,  at  the  houfe  of  Se- 
baflian  Karvalho,  being  in  company  with  Francifco 
d 'Oliveira,  Bernardin  Karvalho,  and  Sebaftian  Kar¬ 
valho  a  certain  Portuguefe,  wrell  known  to  them 
all,  delivered  him  a  letter  diredled  to  all  perfons 
prefent,  which  letter  contained  another  piece  of 

paper 
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paper  unfealed,  which  he  began  to  perufe ;  but 
finding  the  contents  run  as  follows — That  the  un¬ 
derwritten  perfons  declare  themfelves  faithful  fub- 
jefts  of  his  Portuguefe  majefly,  Vieira,  Berengar 
and  many  others,  whofe  names  he  did  not  read, 
were  the  fubfcribing  perfons;  he  gave  back  the 
paper  without  figning  it,  and  obferved  at  the  fame 
time  to  his  fon  Francifco  d’Oliveira,  that  it  would 
be  better  for  him  to  fuffer  the  cutting  off  a  limb 
than  to  fign  that  paper.  He  alfo  depofed,  that  not 
one  perfon  then  prefent  figned  ;  that  he  knew  not 
the  hand  ;  but  thinking  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
difcover  fo  villainous  an  affair,  did  accordingly,  two 
days  after,  acquaint  Matthew  Rey  with  it,  direc¬ 
ting  him  to  make  it  known  to  the  great  council. 


C  H  A  P.  VIL 


Diego  Lopes  Lyete  examined  before  the  great  council : 
a  party  of  the  Dutch' are  defeated ,  and  the  people 
of  I guerfu  revolts :  proceedings  of  the  council  there* 
hprn  :  ftps  taken  by  colonel  Haus  :  Vieira  leaves 
nothing  untried  to  increafe  his  party  :  pardon  offer¬ 
ed  to  fuch  of  the  rebels  as  Jhall  chufe  to  fu bruit :  Fer¬ 
dinand  Vieira ,  Antonio  Kavalkantf  and  Amador 
d' Arouje  are  outlawed:  a  fecond  deputation. fsnt  to 
the  Bahia  if  ands)  which  is  treated  by  the  governor 
with  great  rejpedl  :  plain  proofs  appear  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe  treachery  :  military  proceedings  in  the  mean 
tune  :  fome  remonf trances  of  the  ringleaders  of  the 
rebellion  treated  with  great  contempt ,  and  fome  fa¬ 
vour  craved  for  their  families  denied :  the  rebels  lay 
fiege  to  Cape  St.  Antonio >  but  retire  on  the  approach 
of  colonel  Haus. 


MESSIEURS  BuliaeftreteandDortmont  taking 
one  Diego  Lopes  Leyte  under  examina¬ 
tion,  upon  the  30th  of  June,  he  confeffed  to 
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the  following  purport,  viz.  That  when  the  defign 
of  the  portuguefe  revolters  was  firfl  fet  on  foot, 
the  faid  rebels  had  by  letter  folicited  fuccours 
from  De  Silva  governor  of  the  Bahia,  declaring  if 
he  refufed  the  requeued  aid,  they  would  furrender 
themfelves  to  the  Turks,  as  they  preferred  any 
mailers  to  the  Dutch ;  that  neverthelefs  he  had 
heard  many  dreadful  imprecations  uttered  again!! 
the  fomenter  of  thefe  difturbances,  Vieira,  who  by 
feveral  was  looked  on  as  a  confummate  villain, 
whofe  only  motive  for  promoting  the  projected  in- 
furredfion,  was  to  clear  himfelf  of  thofe  exorbitant 
debts  he  owed  the  company. 

The  fame  day  a  fmall  party  of  Brahlians,  who 
were  fent  to  bring  in  a  considerable  quantity  of 
meal  from  St.  Lawrence,  were  entirely  routed,  but 
few  efcaping  with  the  account  of  this  difagree- 
able  circumflance.  The  council  received  an  ex- 
prefs  containing  matter  yet  more  irkfome,  that  fome 
inhabitants  of  Iguarafu  had  taken  up  arms  a- 
gainlf  them. 

It  being  judged  neceffary  to  draw  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  of  Maurice-town  into  a  Smaller  compafs,  and 
to  Strengthen  that  place  by  a  new  line  with  a 
breaft-work,  the  fame  was  accordingly  executed 
by  the  negroes  under  the  infpedlion  of  admiral 
Liehthart. 

The  fomenters  of  rebellion  in  Iguarafu  were 
pointed  out  to  the  council  by  the  names  of  John 
Lawrence  Frances  and  John  Dias  Leyte.  Advice 
alfo  came  from  the  magistrates  of  that  country, 
Signifying  that  Vieira  had  caufed  papers  of  very 
evil  tendency  to  be  polled  up  in  the  fugar  mills, 
which  however  they  ordered  to  be  torn  down, 
being  refolved,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  rebellion,  which  they  had  great 
reafon  to  believe  many  of  the  inhabitants  ripe  for. 
At  the  Same  time  letters  came  to  the  council  from 
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captain  Sleuffer  In  the  iiland  of  Tamarika  with 
intelligence,  that  certain  Brafilians  from  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  St.  Michael  and  Naffau,  to  the  number  of 
eighty  men,  one  hundred  and  ten  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  were  arrived  there,  and  that  the  Brafilians 
of  Otta  intended  the  like.  With  thefe  letters  came 
difpatches  from  the  Portuguefe  magiftrates,  and 
principal  inhabitants  of  Goyana, alluring  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  loyal  adherence. 

Ferdinandes  Vale,  a  perfon  already  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  three  who  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
council,  revealing  the  Portuguefe  plot,  being  ex¬ 
amined  before  meffieurs  Vander  Voerde  and  Bas, 
made  confeffion  of  what  has  been  already  fet  forth 
in  the  depofition  of  Sebaffian  Karvalho,  without 
any  confiderable  variation  or  addition. 

The  council  being  alarmed  with  a  rumour,  that 
the  Portuguefe  of  Bahia  would  fend  a  fleet  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  rebels,  ordered  four  £hips  from 
the  Red  Land  to  the  Receif,  and  fent  difpatches 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Haus,  who  had  taken  and 
caufed  a  ringleader  of  the  rebellion  to  be  hanged,-’ 
containing  orders  for  his  return  to  the  Receif  with 
all  the  forces  that  could  be  fpared  from  Pojuka. 

While  colonel  Plans  was  labouring  to  quiet  mat¬ 
ters  in  Pojuka,  Vieira  and  Antonio  Kavalkanti, 
who  now  Riled  themfelves  heads  of  the  war,  ufed 
not  only  perfuafion,  but  force,  to  augment  their 
party,  carrying  cruelty  fo  far  as  to  put  fome  to  the 
(word  who  refufed  to  join  them.  The  fame  law- 
lefs  proceedings  were  carried  on  by  Amador  d’A- 
rouje  in  Pojuka  ;  fo  that  by  difpenfmg  provifions, 
dealing  out  large  promifes  of  reward,  and  intimi¬ 
dation,  they  formed  a  confiderable  body  in  the 
Vergea.  In  order  to  curb  as  much  as  poffible  this 
infolent  treachery,  the  great  council  ordered 
captain  Blaar  to  march  out  from  the  Receif  with 
all  imaginable  fecrecy,  at  the  head  of  three  hun- 
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dred  men,  which  he  was  directed  to  place  in  ambufh 
near  certain  paffes  where  the  enemy  might  be  inter¬ 
cepted,  not  quedioning  but  home  prifoners  mud  be 
taken,  by  which  means  difcovery  would  probably 
be  made  of  Vieira’s  utmod  drength,  where  his  main 
body  lay,  and  what  diccours  were  expected  from 
Bahia.  Orders  were  alfo  difpatched  .to  colonel 
Halts  to  march  with  all  poffible  expedition  to¬ 
wards  the  Vergea,  there  to  join  captain  Blaar,  and 
endeavour  to  bring  the  rebels  to  an  engagement, 
as  one  fuccefsful  blow  on  the  government’s  fide 
mud,  in  all  probability,  extinguish  the  dame  of  re¬ 
bellion. 

It  being  debated  in  council,  whether  the  juncture 
of  affairs  did  not  demand  a  general  pardon  for  all 
rebels  without  exception,  who  fubmitted  to  fue 
for  it,  the  argument  was  determined  in  the  affir¬ 
mative  ;  this  being  edeemed  the  mod  piaudble  me¬ 
thod  of  quieting  many  of  the  malecon tents. 

Letters  were  received  by  the  great  council  July  2d, 
from  captain  Blaar,  importing  that  he  was  prepared 
and  refolved  to  attack  the  rebels  wherever  he  met 
them.  Colonel  Haus  alfo  acquainted  the  council 
by  exprefs,  July  the  4th,  that  having  difpofed  of 
every  thing  in  Pojuka  to  the  bed  advantage,  he 
was  on  his  march  to  Moribeka,  where  he  would 
remain  in  expectation  of  their  farther  orders. 

The  inhabitants  of  Goyana  having  fortified  them- 
felves  in  the  houfe  of  the  chief  magidrate  Lidry, 
folicited  the  great  council  for  a  fupply  of  forty 
mufquets  to  arm  thofe  who  were  unprovided, 
which  requed  was  immediately  granted  ;  and  or¬ 
ders  were  fent  to  Servaes  Karpentier  to  difarm  all 
the  Portuguefe  either  by  fair  or  foul  means  :  to 
which  command  he  replied,  that  he  would  ufe  his  ut- 
mod  endeavours  to  difarm  them  by  gentle  methods, 
as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  ufe  compulfion  ;  he  be- 
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fides  obferved  that  every  thing  had  hitherto  re¬ 
mained  quiet  in  Goyana,  except  that  fome  a<5ts  of 
violence  had  been  committed  by  the  Brafilians 
again  if  the  Portuguefe  inhabitants  :  he  aifo  in¬ 
formed  the  council,  that  moil  of  the  rebellious 
Portuguefe  had  left  their  wives  and  children  be¬ 
hind  them  ;  in  which  cafe  feveral  friends  of  the 
government  thought  it  very  neceffary  to  oblige  their 
families  to  follow  them,  which,  as  they  obferved, 
would  incumber  the  rebels  with  ufelefs  mouths  to- 
confume  their  provifion,  and  confiderably  impede, 
their  marches,  aifo  remove  a  number  of  perfons, 
who  in  their  prefent  fituation  ferved  as  fpies. 
Which  reafons  being  maturely  weighed,  the  coun¬ 
cil  blued  a  proclamation,  that  the  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  all  thofe  concerned  in  the  rebellion  fhould 
quit  their  refpeffive  dwellings,  and  repair  to  their 
hufbands  and  fathers  within  fix  days,  unlefs  the 
faid  hulbands  and  fathers  ‘within  that  time  fur- 
rendered  themfelves,  and  fued  for  mercy  from  the 
council. 

About  the  fame  time,  near  one  thoufand  Brafr- 
lians,  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  of  the  number 
being  men,  the  reff  women  and  children,  had  re¬ 
tired  to  the  bland  of  Tamarika,  there  to  fhelter 
themfelves  from  the  rebels,  arid  Mr.  Dortmont 
eounfellor  of  the  finances  was  fent  thither  as  ab¬ 
solute  director  of  Iguarafu. 

July  the  cth,  a  proclamation  was  blued,  conEf- 
eating  the  eftates  arid  effects  of  Fernandes  Vieira, 
Antonio  Kavalkanti,  and  Amador  d’Arouje,  as 
traitors  to  the  bate  :  by  this  proclamation  they 
were  aifo  outlawed,  and  a  reward  of  one  thoufand 
Charles’s  gilders  promifed  to  any  perfon  or  per¬ 
fons  who  fhould  apprehend  or  kill  either  of  the 
a  or ef aid  rebels,  befides  exemption  from  all  previ¬ 
ous' crimes;  and  if  a  Have,  freedom  was  to  be  his 
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reward,  for  the  meritorious  aft  of  cutting  off  fuch 
treacherous  difturbers  of  public  tranquillity. 

While  the  great  council  were  thus  labouring  to  . 
crufh  rebellion,  a  frefh  alarm  rofe  of  a  fleet  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Bahia  to  aflifi  the  rebels ;  upon 
which  it  was  determined  once  more  to  fend  an 
embafly  to  Antonio  Telles  da  Silva,  complaining  of 
fo  manifefi  an  infringement  of  the  truce  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  king  of  Portugal  and  the 
States  General. 

The  perfons  fixed  for  this  embafly  were  Bai- 
thafar  Vander  Voerde  counfellor  of  the  court  of 
jnftice,  and  Dirk  van  Hoogftrate,  then  captain  in 
chief  to  the  Cape  of  St.  Auftin,  having  Francis 
Jurymen  Springapple  appointed  their  fecretary, 
with  Gerrard  Dirk-Laet,  Alexander  Sylve  and  Ja¬ 
cob  Swearts  as  attendant  gentlemen. 

The  infiruftions  given  by  the  great  council  to 
thefe  ambafladors  were  to  lay  open  the  occafion  of 
the  rebellion,  and  to  pry  into  the  real  intentions  of 
the  governor,  by  preferring  complaints  againA  the 
fuccours  fent  to  the  rebels  by  land  thro’  Rio  St. 
Francifco,  and  to  deiire  them  to  recall  Kamaron 
and  Henry  Dias  with  their  troops  from  Dutch 
jBia.ni,  men  10  pumm  them  according  to  their  de¬ 
fer  ts  ;  and  the  aforefaid  ambafladors  were  inflruft- 
ed  to  declare,  in  cafe  the  governor  did  not  give 
fome  proofs  of  real  friendfhip,  that  the  afts  of 
hoAility  which  had  been  already  committed  would 
certainly  be  looked  upon  as  a  breach  of  peace  ; 
and  that  the  Dutch  thought  themfelves  innocent  of 
all  the  ill  confequences  which  might  enfue  from 
taking  up  arms  in  their  own  defence,  as  they  had 
taken  fo  much  pains  to  compromife  matters  by  rea- 
fonable  remonfirance. 

The  ambafladors,  upon  their  arrival  in  the  Ba¬ 
hia,  were  received  on  the  part  of  the  governor  by 
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lieutenant-colonel  Andrew  Vidal  and  captain  Pedr& 
Kavalkanti,  who  conducted  them  to  the  palace, 
where  they  delivered  their  credentials  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  acquainting  him,  that  he  would  find  in 
them  the  feveral  points  which  they  were  empower¬ 
ed  to  negotiate.  The  governor  having  perufed 
their  credentials,  replied,  that  he  was  ready  to 
hear  their  propofitions ;  upon  which  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  follows. 

That  many  of  the  States  General’s  Portuguefe 
fubje&s  having  taken  up  arms  againd  the  govern¬ 
ment,  had  folicited  others  to  join  them,  under  co¬ 
lour  of  being  powerfully  affided  from  abroad  ; 
that  Kamaron  and  Henry  Dias  at  the  head  of  their 
negroes  and  Brafilians  being  on  a  march  in  a  hof- 
tile  manner  to  Pernambuko,  feveral  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  malecontents  Vieira,  Kavalkanti,  Arouje,  &c. 
immediately  quitted  their  habitations  to  join  with 
foreign  troops,  in  conjunction  with  whom  they  en¬ 
deavoured  at  fubverting  the  Dutch  government. 
To  which  the  ambaffadors  added,  that  their  m af¬ 
ters  wanted  not  power  to  repel  fuch  treacherous 
infolence,  but  were  fomewhat  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  the  hodile  entrance  of  foreign  troops  into  their 
territories  during  a  time  of  peace  :  that  the  great 
council  and  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  being  con¬ 
vinced  of  governor  Silva’s  wifdom  and  probity, 
could  not  admit  a  thought  fo  injurious  to  his  cha¬ 
racter,  as  to  fuppofe  he  would  encourage  any  per- 
fons  under  his  jurifdiCtion  to  give  rebels  the  leaf! 
abidance,  but  were  certain  that  on  the  contrary  he 
would,  as  became  a  good  neighbour,  exert  his  ut- 
mod  power  towards  the  fuppreffion  of  fuch  law* 
lefs  proceedings. 

In  anfwer  to  this  remondrance  the  governor  re¬ 
plied,  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  fuccours  fent 
to  the  rebels  ;  that  thofe  Brafilians  and  negroes 
who  appeared  in  arms  againd  the  Dutch  govern - 
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snent  were  no  more  than  banifhed  vagrants,  who 
having  committed  mifdemeanours  in  the  Bahia, 
took  thofe  methods  of  efcaping  legal  profecution  ; 
that  tho’  many  fuch  like  perfons  came  from  Per- 
riambuko  to  the  Bahia,  he  never  entertained  the 
leaf!  doubt  of  the  Dutch  government’s  fmcerity 
and  friendfhip.  To  this  the  governor  added,  that 
be  was  extremely  glad  to  find  the  great  council 
entertained  a  good  opinion  of  his  integrity  ;  that 
lie  would  continue  to  deferve  it,  tho’  the  illegal 
capture  of  a  Portuguefe  fhip  had  given  him  juft 
caufe  of  complaint ;  and  tho’  he  had  great  reafon 
to  believe  that  this  embafiy,  as  well  as  the  firft,, 
was  merely  calculated  to  found  his  intentions  and 
difcover  his  ftrength  ;  that  neverthelefs  he  would 
lay  the  letters  of  the  Dutch  regents  before  his  council, 
and  give  the  ambafiadors  a  fpeedy  anfwer.  Thus 
ended  their  firft  audience. 

At  the  fecond  audience  of  the  ambafiadors,  the 
governor  told  them,  that  having  perufed  the  great 
council’s  letter  to  him,  he  found  it  perfectly- con¬ 
sonant  with  what  they  propofed  to  him  at  their 
firft  audience ;  wherefore  the  fame  anfwer  would 
{£rve  for  the  prefent,  but  that  he  would  for  greater 
fatisfadtion  of  their  mafters  fend  a  written  reply 
by  them,  and  Ihortly  after  difpatch  envovs  to  the  Re- 
ceif,  who  fhould  declare  his  fentiments  more  at  large. 
In  confequence  of  this  promife,  the  ambafiadors 
were  furnifhed  with  a  letter  for  the  great  council; 
and  having  taken  their  leave  on  the  20th  of  July 
failed  for  the  Recief,  where  arriving  the  28  th, 
they  acquainted  their  mafters  with  their  negotia¬ 
tions,  and  delivered  to  them-  the  governor’s  letter, 
which  contained  folemn  afturances  of  friendfhip 
on  his  part :  however,  he  fet  forth  many  caufes  of 
complaint  againft  the  Dutch,  fuch  as  unjuft  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  conqueft  of  Angola,  &c.  and  feem- 
ed  to  fay  that  the  regents  had  too  readily  liftened 
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to  the  information  of  Jews,  as  he  obferved,  the 
fworn  enemies  of  Chriflians ;  and  in  confequence. 
of  what  they  had  malicioufly  faid,  atts  of  hoffility 
were  committed  againft  the  Portuguefe  inhabitants, 
who  were  obliged  upon  the  principles  of  felf-de- 
fence  to  quit  their  dwellings  and  feek  for  fafety  in 
arms :  then  continued,  that  as  to  their  lordfhips 
propofltion  of  obliging  Kamaron  and  Henry  Dias 
with  their  followers  to  quit  their  arms  and  return 
to  the  Bahia,  he  had  not  power  to  fulfil  it  by 
compulfion ;  however,  that  to  fhew  his  friendfhip, 
he  would  ufe  his  utmofi  power  of  mediation,  and 
fend  deputies  to  their  lordfhips  for  a  farther  proof 
of  his  pacific  intentions,  and  defire  to  cultivate  a 
good  opinion  and  correfpondence  with  the  Dutch. 

This  letter  being  delivered  to  the  council,  Mr. 
ttoogfirate  proceeded  to  give  them  a  fecret  verbal 
account  of  the  following  import :  that  fhortly  after 
his  arrival  at  the  Bahia,  three  Portuguefe,  Andrew 
Vidal,  captain  Kunha,  and  John  de  Soufa  attempt¬ 
ed,  by  promifing  of  a  large  reward,  to  corrupt 
him  ;  that,  as  being  commander  of  St.  Auflin,  they 
might  fo  far  prevail  on  him  as  to  gain  that  fort  for 
the  Portuguefe  king,  offering  in  lieu  of  the  quiet 
furrender  thereof,  to  repay  the  obligation  with  vail 
pofieflions  and  employments;  to  confirm  which  pro- 
pofal,  they  told  him  he  might  have  a  private  inter¬ 
view  with  the  governor,  to  which  he  was  accord¬ 
ingly  introduced,  with  great  caution  and  privacy. 
When  the  governor  fainting  him  with  great  marks 
of  affability  and  friendfhip,  recommended  to  him 
the  acceptance  of  Soufa’s  propofals ;  for,  fays  he, 
we  do  not  intend  to  declare  war  again  if  the  Dutch, 
but  to  recover  what  indifpatably  belongs  to  the  king 
our  mailer  r  then  continued,  that  he  could  not,  for 
fear  of  caufing  fufpicion  in  Hoogflrate’s  colleague' 
VanVoerde,  be  fo  explicit  on  this  occafion  as  he 
would  wifh,  but  that  he  would  fhortly  fend  two 
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deputies  to  the  Receif,  captain  Kunha  one,  and 
that  the  faid  Kunha  fhould  be  empowered  to  treat 
with  him  at  large  upon  Soufa’s  propoftion,  pro- 
railing  that  whatever  agreement  Kunha  fhould  make, 
would  certainly  be  ratified  by  the  king  their  mailer. 

The  military  tranfadlions,  during  the  abfence  of 
the  ambaffadors,  were  as  follows.  July  the  5th,  it 
was  debated  in  council,  whether  the  Tapoyers  of 
Rio  Grande,  under  their  king  John  Duvy,  fhould 
be  employed  againfl  the  rebels  :  however,  forefee- 
ing  the  inconvenience  that  muff  accrue  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  from  a  march  of  fuch  barbarous  irregu¬ 
lars  thro’  the  flat  country,  it  was  refolved  not  to 
determine  this  point  till  colonel  Haus  had  been  con- 
fulted,  to  whom  a  letter  on  this  fubjeff  was  imme¬ 
diately  difpatched. 

On  the  7th,  an  exprefs  from  colonel  Haus  to  the 
council  arrived,  which  informed  them  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  march  the  next  day  from  Moribeka  to 
St.  Lawrence,  there  upon  his  junction  with  captain 
Blaar  to  attack  the  rebels.  The  fame  day  the  coun¬ 
cil  received  a  letter  from  lieutenant  Fleming  in 
Po’uka,  to  inform  them  that  Kamaron  was  march¬ 
ed  againft  them,  and  that  two  companies  of  the 
enemy  were  come  fo  near  as  the  fugar-mill  of  Pik- 
dora ;  upon  which  the  council  difpatched  inftruc- 
tions,  directing,  that  if  he  could  not  maintain  his 
.poll  in  the  monailery,  he  fhould  immediately  re¬ 
treat  to  St.  Antonio. 

Enfign  HartRein  was  alfo  difpatched,  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  ninety  foldiers  and  thirty  Brafilians,  to 
join  colonel  Haus  ;  and  on  the  8th,  two  companies 
more  were  ordered  to  join  him.  The  council  judg¬ 
ing  this  expedition  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance* 
the  next  day  advice  came  that  captain  Blaar  had 
joined  the  colonel ;  to  which  latter  the  council  Rnt 
an  account  of  the  intelligence  they  had  received 
from  Pojuka,  defiring  him  that  he  would  fend  as 

many 
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many  firelocks  and  Brafilians  to  the  aid  of  St.  An¬ 
tonio.  Two  letters  from  John  Fernando  Vieira,  and 
Antonio  Kavalkanti  were  received  by  the  council, 
complaining  againfi  the  feverity  of  the  two  lafi  pro- 
clamations  :  however,  thefe  two  letters  were  taken 
no  notice  of,  which  contempt  was  the  more  efpe- 
dally  fhewn,  as  Amador  d’Arouje  had  fome  two 
days  before  retreated  from  the  pafs  of  Pinderama. 

Mr.  Hoeck,  governor  of  Rio  Grande,  informed 
the  council,  that  hitherto  there  had  not  been 
any  commotions  in  that  part  as  yet ;  however, 
that  he  had  difarmed  the  Portuguefe,  and  that  the 
Tapoyes  s  appeared  well  inclined  to  the  government  s, 
orders  were  immediately  fent  him  to  cultivate  a 
good  underfianding  with  theTapoyers,  to  further 
which  they  fent  prefents  to  John  Duvy.  At  the 
fame  time  feveral  Portuguefe  inhabitants  of  Dutch 
Brafil  petitioned  the  council,  that  the  time  of  fix 
days,  appointed  by  the  lafi:  proclamation,  for  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  revolters  to  leave  the 
country,  might  be  prolonged,  till  the  ways  which 
overflowing  rivers  rendered  impaflable  were  in  fome 
meafure  mended :  however,  as  the  rebels  proceed¬ 
ed  with  fuch  violence  as  to  force  the  inhabitants 
to  join  them,  the  petition  was  rejefled. 

On  the  1 3th  of  July,  the  council  received  advice 
from  colonel  Haus,  that  he  had  paffed  the  river  Ka« 
pivaribi,  and  marching  thro’  the  Matta  had  met 
with  four  hundred  rebels,  who  on  his  approach 
fled  to  Moribeka,  fome  of  their  men  being  cut  off 
in  the  retreat ;  that  he  was  then  marching  to  St. 
Lawrence,  and  would  there  wait  the  council’s  fur¬ 
ther  orders.  Upon  this  the  council  fent  him  infiruc- 
tions  to  purfue  the  rebels  immediately,  fo  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  coming  to  ahead;  after  which  they 
advifed  him  to  fix  his  head-quarters  in  fome  place 
where  he  might  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  as 
they  could  not  fpare  him  any  from  the  Receif ;  how¬ 
ever. 
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ever,  the  colonel  had  of  himfelf  taken  precaution- 
ary  Peps  in  this  cafe,  having  fent  a  reinforcement 
of  an  hundred  foot,  and  a  company  of  Brafilians, 
to  Mr.  Ley  governor  of  Moribeka  and  St.  Antq- 
nio. 

Orders  were  difpatched  to  the  governor  of  cape  St„ 
Atiftin,  to  {Lengthen  the  fortifications,  he  having 
received  Advice  from  St.  Antonio,  that  the  rebels 
under  Amador  d’Arouje,  and  Pedro  Marinha  Fal- 
kao  had  poifed  themfelves  within  fight  of  Mr.  Ley, 
from  whence  he  expected,  when  he  received  cer¬ 
tain  fuccours,  to  diflodge  them,  Arouje  having  in 
vain  attempted  to  force  thofe  of  Pojuka  to  take  up 
arms  againff  the  government. 

Whilft  colonel  Haus  was  bulled  anainff  the  re- 
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bels  in  the  Vergea,  Pedro  Falkao  gathered  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  ,  of  rebels  to  block  up  St.  Antonio, 
where  the  garrifon  were  fupplied  by  the  adjacent 
country,  in  which  dilemma  the  council  ordered 
colonel  Haus  to  haften  thither  to  relieve  the  fort ; 
to  which  purpofe  the  colonel  marched  the  fame 
night  he  received  thofe  orders,  leaving  a  company 
and  ail  the  fick  at  St.  Lawrence,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  captain  Wietfchut. 

Paul  de  Linge  governor  of  Parayba,  by  letters 
dated  July  the  12th,  informed  the  council  that 
things  as  yet  remained  quiet  in  his  diffriff ;  but 
that  he  had  confiderable  trouble  in  keeping  the 
Brafilians  from  plundering  the  Portuguefe  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  on  their  fide  complained  much,  that 
feme  of  the  Brafilians  and  Tapoyers,  who  had  done 
them  confiderable  mifehief,  were  difeharged  out  of 
cuffody.  Upon  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  coun¬ 
cil  ordered  him  to  mediate  matters  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  fent  a  proclamation  to  the  following  ef¬ 
fect  to  be  publifhed  there,  that  no  military  perfon 
fjiould,  on  pain  of  the  government’s  utmofl  difplea- 
f'ure,  prefume  to  invade  the  lead  property  belong¬ 
ing 
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mg  to  any  of  the  Portnguefe  fubje&s  who  had  tak¬ 
en  a  new  oath  of  allegiance. 

July  the  15  th,  the  council  was  advertifed  by  Mr, 
Ley,  that  the  rebels  had  killed  fome  of  the  garri- 
fon  of  St.  Antonio,  who  were  fent  out  to  fetch  in 
fome  cattle,  and  had  blocked  up  the  place  fo  clofe- 
ly  that  the  garrifon  could  not  get  any  provifions  * 
and,  as  they  had  not  neceffaries  for  above  a  few 
days  longer,  were  in  the  utmofi:  danger  :  upon: 
which  the  council  ordered  colonel  Haus  from  St, 
Lawrence,  with  feveral  fmall  parties  to  join  him  to 
relieve  fort  Antonio  ;  or  if  the  colonel  did  not  think 
k  fo  prudent  to  go  in  perfon,  captain  Blaar  was 
to  undertake  the  expedition  in  his  Read,  as  the  pre* 
fervation  of  cape  St.  Auftin  was  dependent  upon 
that  place. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  orders,  colonel  Haus 
proceeded  on  his  march,  which  had  fo  happy  an 
effefi,  that  Pedro  Falkao,  on  the  firft  notice  of  his 
approach,  raifed  the  fiege,  and  with  fmall  parties 
collefted  from  St.  Antonio,  Pojuka,  and  Moribeka, 
to  the  amount  of  about  fix  hundred,  retired  to 
the  main  body  of  the  rebels  in  the  Vergea  of  Mo- 
rtbeka. 
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CHAP  VIE 

Inftrufiions  of  the  council  to  colonel  Haus  :  king  fohn 
Duvy  offers  to  raife  forces  and  march  againft  the 
rebels :  proportions  made  for  raifmg  men  by  Mr . 
Ley  :  the  Tapoyers  murder  thirty- five  Portuguefe 
who  had previou fh  laid  down  their  arms  :  the  rebels 
are  defeated  \  but  in  their  turn  obtain  a  very  fignal 
victory  over  the  Dutch  troops  commanded  by  colonel 
Haus:  they  alfo  harrajs  them  in  different  quarters  : 
remonftrances  fent  to  Holland  of  the  neceffuy  of  fuc- 
cours  from  Europe  :  deceitful  conduct  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Bahia  iflands :  an  engagement  between 
the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch  fleets  in  which  the  for¬ 
mer  are  entirely  defeated:  reports  raifed  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Dutch  5  but  contradidled  by 
their  admiral . 

THE  council  were  informed  by  letters  from 
colonel  Haus,  that  he  was  obliged  to  put 
the  men  into  quarters  of  refrefhment  in  Moribeka, 
they  having  been  lately  much  fatigued  with  tedious 
marches ;  however,  that  he  had  fent  captain  Blaar 
with  a  body  of  the  ableft  and  frefheft  men  to  feize 
two  boats  laden  with  ammunition,  which  Pedro  de 
Kunha  had  landed  in  Puerto  de  Gallinas,  On  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  advice  the  council  fent  their  appro¬ 
bation  of  his  conduct  to  the  colonel,  and  at  the 
fame  time  furnilhed  him  with  inftrudtions  to  keep 
a  ftridl  watch  upon  the  rebels,  who  were  retired 
into  the  woods,  but  that  in  cafe  they  grew  too 
ftrong  for  him  he  fhould  retire  into  the  Receif :  he 
was  likewife  advifed  that  Amador  d’Arouje,  with 
the  feveral  parties  of  rebels  gathered  in  St.  Anto¬ 
nio  and  Pojuka,  had  marched  the  day  before  from 
Moreno  Gardo,  to  join  their  troops  with  thofe  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Fernandes  Vieira. 
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Rio  Grande  being  threatened  with  an  invafion 
by  Kamaron  on  the  fouth,  and  by  the  Brafilians  of 
Siara  and  Maranhaon  on  the  north,  the  Portuguefe 
inhabitants  were  all  difarmed,  and  their  weapons 
fecured  in  Fort  Keulen,  and  one  Antonio  Vitello, 
with  his  fon,  were  taken  into  cuftody  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  king  Duvy,  who  charged  them  as  concern¬ 
ed  in  the  murder  of  the  Dutch  at  Siara,  and  other 
adls  of  rebellion.  Complaints  were  preferred  to  the 
great  council  againft  feveral  Portuguefe  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  for  opprefting  the  Dutch  thereabouts  ;  and 
they  were  at  the  fame  time  informed  that  king 
Duvy  was  ready  to  lead  his  Tapoyers  againft  the 
rebels. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  Mr.  Ley  came  to  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  made  feveral  propofitions  to  them,  import¬ 
ing  as  follows:  that  he  thought  it  expedient  to 
force  feveral  able  young  men  of  Maurice  town  and 
St.  Antonio  to  take  arms  againft  the  rebels,  there 
being  a  confiderable  number  thereabouts  who 
would  not  enter  as  volunteers ;  that  it  would  be 
good  policy  to  draw  out  the  garrifon  of  Porto  Cai¬ 
ro,  as  a  more  formidable  appearance  might  by  that 
be  made  in  the  field  ;  alfo,  to  divide  the  land- 
forces  into  two  parties,  the  better  to  maintain  them- 
felves  in  the  open  country,  and  to  ftrengthen  the 
garrifon  of  St.  Antonio  ;  which  latter  was  the  only 
point  they  agreed  to,  for  they  would  by  no  means 
fuffer  force  to  be  ufed  in  refpedt  of  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Antonio,  Pojuka,  orMoribeka,  but  empower¬ 
ed  Mr.  Ley  and  Heck  to  eniift  all  who  offered 
themfelves  volunteers  for  four  months  at  nine  gil¬ 
ders  per  month.  In  refpedt  of  Porto  Calvo  they 
thought  it  of  too  much  confequence  to  venture  it 
without  a  garrifon ;  and  as  to  the  propofed  divi- 
fion  of  the  land-forces,  they  determined  to  confult 
colonel  Haus, 
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By  letters  dated  the  18th  and  27th  of  July  from 
Hans  Vogel,  at  Sergippe  del  Rey,  the  council  were 
informed  that  the  faid  Vogel  having  fent  a  party 
out  to  gain  intelligence  of  Kamaron,  they  took  a 
fingie  Portuguefe,  charged  with  a  pacquet  of  let¬ 
ters  for  Rio  Francifco,  which  Portuguefe  told  him, 
that  Kamaron  had  marched  into  Sergippe  del  Rey, 
and  that  three  or  four  fmall  veffels  witli  troops 
aboard,  under  the  command  of  Andrew  Vidal, 
were  failed  from  the  Bahia  to  MarShaon  and  Tiara. 
The  letters  taken  from  the  forementionedPortuguefe 
being  examined  in  council,  furnifhed  very  confider- 
able  proofs  that  thofe  of  Bahia  were  at  leaf!  accef- 
fary  to  the  rebellion  :  as,  among  many  others,  there 
was  found  a  letter  from  the  bifhop  of  that  place 
to  a  friar  of  the  Receif,  wherein  he  hoped  to  be 
with  him  ere  long.  This  difcovery  occaiioned  an 
order  to  the  fifcal  to  examine  the  matter,  and  find 
out,  if  poffible,  the  bottom  of  this  fecret  corre- 
fpondence  between  the  two  clergymen.  While  thefe- 
matters  were  under  confideration,  the  Tapoyers  of 
Rio  Grande  murdered  thirty-five  Portuguefe  in  the 
fugar-mills  of  Kunha,  which  circumftance  eauied 
the  greater  uneafmefs,  as  they  were  of  the  number 
who  had  laid  down  their  arms,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  council’s  proclamation,  and  confe- 
quently  this  accident  muff  give  advantage  to  the 
rebels  by  frightniog  many  over  to  their  party;  w  here- 
fore  Mr.  Linge  folicitecl  a  reinforcement  to  awe  the 
Tapoyers  ;  upon  which  the  council  ordered  a  detach- 
ment  to  con  duff  the  Tapoyers  to  the  Receif. 

'  By  this  time  the  troops  of  Blaus  being  fufficiently 
refrefhed,  he, by  eonfent  of  the  council,  went  in  queffc 
of  the  rebels,  came  up  with,  and  attacked  them  fo 
fuccefsfully,  that  they  retired  from  place  tp  place 
till  the  3d  of  Auguft,  when  they  took  fhelter  in 
an  entrenchment  on  a  fleep  hill,  acceffible  only 
on  one  fide.  Thither  the  colonel,  flufhed  with 
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hopes  of  a  complete  and  deciiive  victory  purfued 
them,  but  the  ill  confequence  of  fo  imprudent,  thos 
daring  an  attempt  plainly  evinced,  that  courage 
without  conduct  is  but  a  very  trifling  or  rather 
dangerous  attribute  for  a  commander,  the  rebels, 
from  the  advantage  of  their  lituation,  and  fuperior 
numbers,  obliging  him  to  retreat  with  the  lofs  of 
an  hundred,  or  as  fome  fay,  five  hundred  men, 
and  one  captain  Lor. 

In  confequence  of  this  defeat,  and  being  apprifed 
that  the  rebels  expected  fuccours  from  the  Bahia,. 
Hans  thought  it  neceflary  to  retreat  into  the  Re- 
ceif,  knowing  likewife  that  his  troops  were  abfo- 
lutely  wanted  to  defend  the  place. 

On  the  iff  of  Augult,  two  Portuguefe,  Confalvo 
Cabral  de  Kaldos,  and  Thomas  Pais,  were  con¬ 
demned  as  abettors  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  the  fame 
day  letters  came  from  Serenhaim,  which  informed 
the  council  that  many  rebels  appeared  thereabouts, 
who  had  made  themfeives  mafters  of  the  river, 
Raved  all  the  boats,  plundered  D’Ingenio  Formofa, 
and  killed  all  the  beads  belonging  to  the  Dutch, 
leaving  thofe  which  belonged  to  the  Portuguefe 
unhurt. 

The  council  being  thus  alarmed  and  perplexed 
with  difagreeable  accounts  from  all  quarters,  and 
rightly  judging  that  nothing  but  force  could  reduce 
the  rebels  to  reafon,  which  means  they  did  not 
find  themfeives  poflefled  of,  efpecially  as  the  Dutch 
troops  diminiflied  daily,  refolved  to  fend  Mr.  Bal- 
thafar  Vander  Voerden  to  Holland,  to  acquaint  the 
council  of  nineteen  with  the  true  Rate  of  Dutch 
Bralil :  accordingly  the  faid  Vander  Voerden  being 
furnilhed  with  the  neceflary  inflruftions,  failed 
from  the  Receif,  taking  with  him  a  letter,  fetting 
forth  in  an  explicit  manner,  the  perfidious  beha¬ 
viour  of  Antonio  Telles  de  Silva,  who  under  a  fpe- 
cious  mafic  of  friendfhip  endeavoured  fecretly  to 

corrupt 
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corrupt  one  of  the  Dutch  officers  ;  and  alfo  fent 
fuecours  to  the  rebels  :  thefe  proceedings  the  great 
council  of  Brafil  fubmitted  to  the  council  of  nine¬ 
teen,  requeuing  that  their  lordfliips  would  take  all 
pofiible  and  fpeedy  methods  to  ward  off  impending 
deftruftion,  by  a  timely  fupply  of  thofe  fuecours 
neceflary  for  defence  of  the  fettlements. 

Having  taken  a  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Dutch,  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  Bahia,  where  it 
appears  that  immediately  after  the  departure  of 
Mefirs.  Vander  Voerden  and  Hoogflrate  from  thence 
on  their  return  home,  governor  Silva  ordered  all 
the  fea  and  land-forces  that  could  be  colleffed,  to 
embark  on  board  of  twelve  fhips  which  were  ready 
to  receive  them,  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
vifions  necefiary  for  the  intended  invafion,  Hiero- 
nymo  Serao  de  Payvo  being  appointed  commander 
of  the  fleet,  and  colonel  Martin  Moreno  of  the  land- 
forces. 

This  armament  got  ready  under  colour  of  for¬ 
cing  the  rebels  to  obedience,  was  ordered  to  fail 
as  fecretly  as  poflible  from  the  Bahia  to  Pernam- 
buko,  where  the  land-forces  were  to  be  put  on 
fliore  at  the  moll;  convenient  harbour,  which  was 
accordingly  done  at  Tamandre,  when  the  fleet, 
according  to  order,  failed  for  the  Receif,  admiral 
Payva  being  inflruffed  to  deliver  a  letter  from  the 
governor  to  the  great  council  with  his  own  hands. 

The  land-forces  put  on  fhore  the  28th  of  July, 
under  the  command  of  colonel  Martin  Moreno 
and  Andrew  Vidal,  numbered  between  eighteen 
hundred  and  two  thoufand  men,  among  whom 
were  many  well  experienced  officers,  the  whole 
body  being  extremely  well  furniflied  with  every 
military  appointment. 

The  Portuguefe  fleet  under  admiral  Payva  be¬ 
ing  joined  by  another  fleet  from  Rio  Janeiro,  com¬ 
manded 


MR.  JOHN  NIEUHOFF.  14* 

manded  by  admiral  Salvador,  fleered  their  courfe 
towards  the  bay  of  Pernambuko. 

The  firfl:  intelligence  the  great  council  received 
of  thefe  motions  on  the  fide  of  the  Portuguefe,  was 
from  the  mafter  of  a  fmall  veffel  who  had  met 
their  fleet  to  the  amount  of  twenty  eight  or  thirty 
fhips  off  Una,  three  of  which  purfued  and  fired  af¬ 
ter  him :  about  the  fame  time  major  Hoogfirate  fent 
letters  from  cape  St.  Auftin,  intimating,  that  a  bo¬ 
dy  of  troops  landed  at  Una  had  marched  to  Seren- 
haim,  taken  the  place,  where  they  gave  quarters 
to  the  Dutch,  but  cut  the  Brafilians  to  pieces  ; 
whereupon  the  council  fent  orders  to  Mr.  Ley  to 
leave  Fort  Antonio,  and  march  with  the  garrifon 
thereof  to  cape  St.  Aufiin,  whither  alfo  they  fent 
a  fupply  of  provifions  ;  and  for  the  better  defence 
of  their  territories,  they  gave  orders  for  getting 
the  fmall  fleet  the  Dutch  had  there  in  immediate 
readinefs  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  intelligence  of  the 
enemy’s  arrival  was  difpatched  to  the  governors 
of  the  feveral  diftricfs. 

The  Portuguefe  fleet  coming  to  anchor  over 
night  off  the  Receif,  next  morning  their  admiral 
fent  two  deputies  on  board  the  Dutch  admiral,  with 
whom  he  fent  four  letters,  two  from  the  governor 
of  Bahia,  one  from  each  of  the  admirals  Salvador 
and  Payva ;  befides,  a  letter  from  governor  Silva 
to  Vieira  and  Kavalkanti.  Admiral  Lichthart  hav¬ 
ing  carried  the  deputies  afhore,  they  delivered  the 
letters  to  the  council,  which  after  being  tranflated 
were  read,  and  found  to  contain,  exclufive  of  ma¬ 
ny  fair  words  and  friendly  protefiations,  nothing 
more  than  fome  fophifiical  arguments  to  perfuade 
the  Dutch  council,  that  their  very  good  friend  go¬ 
vernor  Silva  had  fent  them  fuccours  both  by  land 
and  fea  to  crufh  rebellion,  tho’  they  had  fignified 
to  him  that  a  fevere  proclamation  iflued  by  him 
againfl  the  rebels  would  better  pleafe  them :  to 

this 
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this  the  deputies  added,  that  the  governor  would 
be  obliged  to  the  great  council,  if  they  would,  by 
a  letter  to  his  matter  the  king  of  Portugal,  fignify 
his  manner  of  proceeding. 

In  taking  a  View  of  governor  Silva’s  evafive  con¬ 
duct,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  his 
letter  to  Vieira  and  the  reft  of  the  rebels,  he  ftyled 
them  the  king’s  fubjeffs,  for  whofe  defence  he  had 
fent  the  neceffary  fuccours  ;  but  with  this  paltry  re- 
ftridtion,  that  they  were  to  ufe  all  gentle  means  in 
bringing  the  rebels  to  obedience  of  the  Dutch  go¬ 
vernment. 

From  a  comparifon  of  circumftances  it  appearing 
manifeft,  that  governor  Silva  adted  contrary  to  the 
council’s  intereft  and  intentions;  and,  inftead  of  re¬ 
calling  the  Portuguefe  fubjecls  who  had  joined  the 
rebellion,  fent  forces  to  aid  them ;  and  likewife  oau- 
fed  fo  formidable  a  fleet  to  appear  before  the  Receif, 
for  no  other  end  but  that  of  fpiriting  up  the  rebels  ; 
they  very  juftly  viewed  him  as  a  treacherous  and 
deep  fcheming  enemy :  wherefore  the  prefence  of 
the  Portuguefe  gave  great  uneafinefs,  efpecially  as 
the  Dutch  naval  force  in  that  part  of  the  world  was 
only  dive  flips  ;  that  number  "was  indeed  ready  for 
failing,  but  very  indifferently  manned,  and  fcantily 
provided  with  ammunition,  efpecially  gun-powder. 

The  council,  upon  mature  deliberation  of  the 
prefent  circumftances,  unanimoufly  refolved  to  thank 
admiral  Salvador  for  the  propofed  fuccours  ;  and  to 
defire  him,  for  feveral  reafons  then  fet  forth,  to 
quit  the  harbour  with  his  fleet  :  in  confequenoe  of 
this  refolution,  a  letter  was  difpatohed  from  the 
great  council  to  the  admiral,  which  at  worft  might 
gain  time  for  the  preparation  of  two  fhips  then  get¬ 
ting  ready  to  strengthen  the  Dutch  fleet,  which  in 
cafe  the  Portuguefe  proceeded  to  hoftilities,  might 
give  fome  probability  of  ftanding  againft  them : 

however. 
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however,  to  remove  all  doubts,  the  Portuguese 
fleet  got  under  fail  the  14th,  by  break  of  day. 

It  being  now  agreed  on  all  Sides,  that  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Bahia  endeavoured  only  to  amufe  the 
great  council,  till  a  fair  opportunity  prefented  itfelf 
to  Subvert  their  government,  orders  were  given  to 
admiral  Lichthart  to  treat  the  Portuguefe  as  ene¬ 
mies  wherever  he  could  meet  them. 

Intelligence  being  received  that  the  Portuguefe 
•intended  to  land  Some  men  at  the  bay  of  Frackona, 
Mr.  Linge  was  ordered  to  colled!  all  the  fpldiers 
and  Tapoyers  he  could,  to  prevent  their  jundfion 
with  the  rebels  in  that  captainfhip.  A  debate  was 
alfo  held  whether  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  fend 
Some  fhips  under  the  command  of  admiral  Lich¬ 
thart  thither,  with  peremptory  orders  to  attack  the 
Portuguefe  as  Soon  as  poffibie ;  but,  after  various 
arguments,  if  was  agreed  to  wait  till  the  naval 
power  was  rendered  as  flrong  as  poffibie,  by  get¬ 
ting  ready  all  the  fhips  and  helping  the  deficiency 
of  Sailors  with  a  number  of  able  land-men  to  be 
collected  in  the  Receif. 

Affairs  being  brought  to  the  prefent  Serious  criffs, 
all  poffibie  preparations,  offenfive  and  defenfive, 
were  made  by  the  council ;  and  the  fleet,  when 
ready,  failed  under  the  command  of  admiral  Lich¬ 
thart  to  the  bay  of  Tamandre,  where  th  ey  attacked 
a  Portuguefe  Squadron,  admiral  againft  admiral ; 
when  after  a  warm  engagement,  above  Seven  hun¬ 
dred  Portuguefe  were  killed,  their  admiral  made 
prifoner,  and  Several  of  their  fhips  deffroyed ;  of 
which  fuccefs  Lichthart  acquainted  the  council  by  a 
letter,  wherein  he  promifed  a  Speedy  return  to  the 
Receif,  there  being  no  appearance  of  any  future 
adfion  where  he  then  was. 

A  report  having  prevailed,  that  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  between  the  fleets,  the  Dutch  had  behaved 

with 
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with  great  cruelty,  the  Portuguefe  admiral  Payva 
wrote  a  letter  to  Andrew  Vidal,  juftifying  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  Dutch,  and  highly  commending 
their  humane  generous  treatment  both  of  the  pri- 
foners  and  wounded. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Fort  Serenhaim  taken  by  the  Portuguefe ,  who  are  guil¬ 
ty  of  many  barbarities ;  which  they  endeavour  to  ex- 
cufe :  their  publications  are  refuted  by  the  Dutch  : 
the  Portuguefe  attack  cape  St.  Auftin  ;  which ,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  whole  gar rij on  is  betrayed  for  a  fum 
of  money  :  the  character  of  the  traitor  canvaffid : 
colonel  Haas  retreats  with  the  forces  under  his  com - 
?nand :  reflation  of  the  Brafilians :  feveral  Dutch 
officers  made  prifoners :  their  treatment :  Zifeers  and 
Bruckhaufen  in  danger  of  affaffi  nation  :  the  former 
is  put  to  the  rack  ;  but  at  la}t  both  get  off  to  Hol¬ 
land:  bad  news  from  Rio  St.  Francifco  :  an  am - 
nefty  publijhed  by  the  Dutch  council. 

IN  anfwer  to  the  admiral’s  letter  in  favour  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  Dutch,  Andrew  Vidal  replied, 
that  many  flagrant  inftances  might  be  produced  of 
the  moil:  violent  abufes  committed  againfl  his  Portu¬ 
guefe  majeily’s  fubjedls,  for  which  he  hoped  fpeedy 
and  fevere  vengeance  might  be  taken :  at  the  fame 
time  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  great  council,  teeming 
with  complaints,  and  requesting,  or  indeed  rather 
ordering  them  to  take  care  of  their  future  conduct 
towards  the  Portuguefe,  left  he  fhould  be  under 
a  neceffity  of  making  reprifals. 

Upon  the  taking  of  Fort  Serenhaim,  a  fpecious 
declaration  was  made  by  the  Portuguefe,  import¬ 
ing  that  they  came  into  the  Dutch  territories  mere¬ 
ly  as  mediators ;  but,  finding  their  countrymen 

treated 
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treated  with  moil;  unparalleled  barbarity,  and  even 
fearing  their  own  fafety  tho’  they  came  as  friends, 
they  were  forced  to  take  precautionary  Heps  againH 
Dutch  treachery :  neverthelefs,  it  foon  appeared, 
that  the  complainants  were  moft  guilty ;  for,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  furrender  of  Serinhaim,  in  direct 
oppofition  to  the  terms  of  that  capitulation,  they 
began  to  lord  it  over  the  country  as  undoubted  maf- 
ters  thereof.  Thirty  poor  Brafilians,  tho’  protected 
by  treaty,  they  put  to  death,  and  committed  many 
other  a<Hs  of  violence  equally  unjufl,  tho’  not  quite 
fo  cruel ;  however,  fafe-guards  were  furnifhed  to 
the  Dutch  inhabitants,  but  two  of  whom  quitted 
the  diHrift  of  Serinhaim  tho’  affairs  wore  fo  unfa¬ 
vourable  an  afpeft. 

The  Portuguefe  commanders  Hill  labouring  more 
and  more  to  varnifh  over  the  face  of  guilt,  wrote  a 
long  letter  to  the  great  council,  wherein  the  com¬ 
plaints  already  mentioned  were  repeated  with  great 
exaggeration,  and  many  new  ones  added  befides, 
as  a  proof  of  their  friendly  intentions.  At  the 
time  of  their  landing  with  this  letter,  they  iffued 
a  proclamation,  requiring  all  Portuguefe,  of  what 
degree  foever,  to  appear  before  them  in  eight 
days,  to  the  end  that  they  might  reHore  public 
tranquillity  by  a  reconciliation  of  contending  par¬ 
ties.  To  this  letter  the  great  council  determined 
upon  a  very  fhort  anfwer,  and  ordered  the  two 
counfellors  De  Wit  and  Moucheron,  affiHed  by 
by  Mr.  Walbeck,  to  refute  the  proclamation  ;  by 
another,  evincing  that  the  diforders  then  fubfiding 
deduced  their  origin  from  the  rebels  and  their  ad¬ 
herents  only,  whereby  the  condiuH  of  the  council 
in  Brafd  might  be  cleared  up  and  juHified  to  the 
council  of  nineteen  in  Holland. 

After  thefe  quibbling  preparatives  to  aftion,  the 
Portuguefe  troops,  lately  landed  from  the  Bahia, 
marched  towards  Cape  St*  AuHin,  where  being  join- 
Vo;u  XV.  U  ’  ed 
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ed  by  Kamaron  Dias,  and  the  inhabitants,  they  re- 
folved  to  befiege  the  fort  Vander  Duffen ;  which 
defign  the  great  council  being  previoufly  informed 
of,  they  fent  Mr.  Bullaedrete  and  admiral  Lich- 
thart  to  review  the  fortifications,  and  caufe  them 
to  be  put  in  as  defenfible  order  as  the  circumfcance 
of  things  would  admit ;  which  commiffion  they  exe¬ 
cuted  with  all  poffible  diligence;  but,  as  it  after¬ 
wards  appeared,  to  very  little  purpofe ;  for  major 
Hoogdxate,  whofe  integrity  the  council  greatly  re¬ 
lied  on,  fold  the  fort  for  the  fum  of  eighteen  thou- 
land  gilders,  and  the  command  of  a  regiment  of 
Dutch  deferters.  Thus  a  place  of  the  utmod  con- 
fequencowas  betrayed  by  a  man,  whoiometime  be¬ 
fore  appeared,  in  his  fecret  difcoveries  to  the  coun¬ 
cil,  beyond  the  power  of  corruption  ;  a  man  who 
derived  his  fortune  entirely  from  the  patronage 
of  the  company  ;  yet  he  not  only  fold  the  fort,  in 
return  for  their  favours,  but  conferred  on  them 
the  additional  obligation  of  carrying  over  the  whole 
garrifon  to  the  enemy :  and  to  aggravate  his  trea¬ 
chery,  if  fuch  matchiefs  ingratitude  could  admit  of 
aggravation,  feveral  letters  were  difcovered,  which, 
proved  beyond  doubt,  that  he  had  fchemed  his 
villainy  ever  fince  the  time  he  went  envoy  with  Miy 
Voerden  to  the  Bahia.  Wherefore  we  may  judiy. 
conclude,  that  his  diicovery  of  the  governor’s  pro¬ 
pofols  to  him  was  to  lull  fufpicion,  and  by  gain¬ 
ing  the  confidence  of  the  great  council,  to  fecure 
the  means  of  becoming  a  traitor  to  his  country  in 
general,  and  to  his  friends  in  particular. 

Colonel  Haus,  being  apprehendve  that  the  Dutch 
forces  which  were  in  camp  mud  hand  in  great 
danger  of  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  propofed 
their  retreating  into  the  Receif,  as  well  for  their 
own  fafety  as  for  the  defence  of  that  place  :  after 
feme  oppofition,  the  colonel’s  propofol  was  agreed 
to ;  and  it  was  refelved,  Aiigud  the  1 5th,  that 

thofe 
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thofe  troops  fhould  retreat  into  the  Receif  with  all 
poffible  expedition  ;  captain  Wiltfchut  and  fifty 
men  being  ordered  to  remain  as  a  protection  to 
the  foraging  parties. 

In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  Haus  went  from 
the  Receif  to  command  the  retreat,  but  was  fo  di¬ 
latory  that  he  let  flip  a  night  and  a  day  without 
doing  any  thing,  which  gave  Andrew  Vidal  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  coming  up  with  him,  whofe  troops 
being  much  fuperior  in  number,  put  Haas  to  flight, 
and  forced  him  into  the  houfe  of  De  Wit,  where  he 
foon  after  furrendred  at  difcretion.  The  misfor¬ 
tune  of  this  defeat  appeared  to  be  entirely  owing' 
to  the  negleCt  or  ignorance  of  Haus,  either  of 
which  was  fevercly  reproved  by  captain  Wiltfchut, 
who  upon  the  colonel’s  afldng  him  what  was  befl: 
to  be  done,  replied,  “  Sir,  as  you  never  afked  our 
“  advice  till  things  were  in  an  almoft  irreparable 
“  Rate,  e’en  do  what  you  think  befl.” 

Here  the  Portuguefe  cruelty  fhewed  itfelf  again  ; 
for  tho’  quarter  was  given  on  capitulation  to  the 
Dutch,  yet  fuch  Brafiiians  as  efpoufed  their  caufe 
were  cut  in  pieces ;  which  barbarity  raifed  fncli 
indignation  and  defpair  in  their  wives,  that  they 
exercifed  a  moft  unnatural  fortitude,  and  dafhed 
out  the  brains  of  their  children  to  prevent  their 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

All  the  Dutch,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty,  with  colonel  Haus,  captains  Blaar  and 
Liflry  being  made  prifoners,  Fernandes  Vieira  and 
many  inhabitants  folicited  Andrew  Vidal  to  deliver 
the  faid  prifoners  into  their  bands,  in  order,  as  it 
is  thought,  to  have  facrificed  them  to  revenge  ;  but 
Vidal  had  generofity  enough  to  deny  this"  requeft, 
and  fend  the  prifoners  under  a  proper  convoy  to  the 
Bahia,  where  they  were  indifferently  well  treated, 
and  allowed  two  fhillings  and  feven  pence  half¬ 
penny  per  week,  with  a  meafure  of  meal  every  ten 
%■  -  Ii  2  days.- 
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days :  however,  tho’  the  main  body  of  Dutch,  by 
Vidal’s  care,  efcaped  adaffination,  yet  fuch  as  by 
ficknefs  or  any  other  accident  were  left  behind,  im¬ 
mediately  fell  a  prey  to  the  mod  infatiate  cruelty. 

The  prifoners  at  the  Bahia  were  indulged  with 
the  liberty  of  the  whole  city,  except  the  colonel  and 
the  captains  :  thefe  were  confined  to  their  lodg¬ 
ings,  and  ordered  not  to  fpeak  with  any  perfon  who 
had  not  fpecial  leave  given  them  for  that  purpofe. 

After  the  furrender  of  Cape  St.  Audin,  the  gar- 
rifon  were  carried  to,  and  difarmed  at  St.  Antonio ; 
among  other  prifoners  were  Ifaac  Zweers,  after¬ 
wards  vice-admiral  of  Holland,  Abraham  Van  Mil- 
lingen,  and  John  Broekheufen,  all  of  whom  the 
traitor  Hoogdrate  endeavoured  to  feduce  into  the 
Portuguefe  fervice,  but  without  effect,  they  being 
men  of  unlhaken  integrity ;  men,  who  indead  of 
accepting  fordid  bribes  even  in  captivity,  laboured 
to  ferve  their  country :  for,  having  obferved  that 
an  attack  was  to  be  made  on  the  ifland  of  Hama- 
rika,  they  determined,  if  poffible,  to  acquaint  the 
great  council  therewith  ;  for  which  purpofe  Ifaac 
Zweers,  with  great  difficulty  and  large  promifes  of 
reward,  prevailed  on  a  Dutch  trumpeter  named 
Stomp  to  bear  the  intelligence  ;  and,  led  any  ac¬ 
cident  fhould  prevent  him  from  fulfilling  his  er¬ 
rand,  another  mefienger  was  fought  out  in  the  per¬ 
fon  of  Peter  Ritvaur,  a  baker,  who  was  alfo  dip- 
patched  thither,  a  letter  being  at  his  own  requed 
given  him,  to  certify  that  he  never  ferved  the  Por¬ 
tuguefe. 

The  prifoners  Zweers  and  Broekheufen  having 
received  intimation  that  their  lives  were  in  danger, 
they  concluded  fome  difcovery  had  been  made  of 
their  fecret  couriers  ;  wherefore  thinking  it  advife- 
able  to  drift  their  ground,  they  afked  colonel  Falkao’s 
leave  to  go  to  the  Algodais,  a  requed  which  he  im¬ 
mediately  granted  them.  However,  they  were  fhortly 
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after  in  the  moll  imminent  danger  ;  for  the  bak^r 
being  intercepted  by  two  Portuguefe,  was  detained 
on  account  of  the  certificate  already  mentioned, 
and  put  to  the  torture,  which  made  fo  much  noife 
among  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Antonio  de  Cabo, 
that  they  infilled  upon  having  Zweers  and  Broek- 
heufen  brought  from  the  Algodais  that  they  might 
be  cut  in  pieces  ;  which  threats  would  certainly 
have  been  executed  but  for  the  interpofition  of  cap- 
tain  Ley. 

The  fecret  thus  in  one  place  narrowly  efcaped 
entire  difcovery;  for  the  baker,  tho’  tortured,  told 
nothing  material :  yet  was  very  near  difclofed  in  an¬ 
other  ;  the  trumpeter’s  wife  having  told  fome  of 
her  acquaintance,  that  her  hufband  was  gone  to 
the  Receif,  though  lire  had  received  repeated 
charges  to  fay  he  was  gone  quite  a  different 
way.  However,  as  a  fecret  mull  work  its  way  out 
of  a  female  breali,  Ike  threw  abide  caution ;  but 
finding  her  error,  fhewed,  by  Handing  the  torture 
without  any  farther  difcovery,  that  a  woman  may 
have  refolution  enough  to  bear  any  pain  but  that 
of  keeping  a  fecret. 

Majqr  Hoogftrate  being  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  keep  the  Dutch  longer  in  Pernambu- 
ko,  the  prifoners  were  all  fent  to  the  Algodais, 
where  they  were  feverally  afked  to  ferve  his  Portu¬ 
guefe  majefty,  fuch  as  refufed  being  told  that  they 
would  be  fent  to  the  Bahia,  a  very  vrearifome  jour¬ 
ney  over-land.  Zweers  and  Broekheufen  being  afk¬ 
ed,  anfwered  as  before  with  a  truly  noble  refolu¬ 
tion,  that  they  would  fooner  die  than  take  up  arms 
againll  their  country  ;  whereupon  they  were  car¬ 
ried  with  other  prifoners  to  Pojuka,  where  they 
had  but  juft  arrived  when  Zweers  was  ordered  back 
to  Cape  St.  Aullin,  where  he  was  put  to  the  rack, 
to  extort  confelfion  from  him  concerning  the  trum¬ 
peter’s  journey  to  the  Receif :  however,  he  had 
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fufficient  refolution  to  withEand  the  torture,  and 
defeat  their  expeditions  of  a  difcovery  ;  whereup¬ 
on,  after  five  weeks  imprifonment,  he  was  fen t  to 
the  Bahia,  where  Mr.  Broekheufen  and  the  reft  of 
the  Dutch  prifoners  arrived  on  the  28th  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  after  a  moft  tedious  and  fatiguing  jour¬ 
ney. 

During  the  time  of  their  refidence  at  the  Bahia, 
Zweers  and  Broekheufen  intercepted  a  letter  from 
HoogErate,  concerning  feveral  material  tranfadfions, 
which  being  difcovered,  they  were  immediately  caE 
into  a  loathfome  dungeon  where  they  underwent 
particular  hardfhip,  being  almoE  Earved  to  death ; 
yet,  after  many  calamities  they  were  at  laE  fent 
to  Portugal,  from  whence  they  took  fliip  for  Hol¬ 
land. 

The  defeat  of  colonel  Hans  already  mentioned, 
put  the  council  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Re- 
ceif  into  fo  Erong  a  conEernation,  that  they  fancied 
the  rebels  juft  at  their  gates ;  wherefore  every 
thought  was  turned  upon  defence  :  Peter  Bas  was 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  Receif,  admi¬ 
ral  Lichthart  had  the  condudt  of  the  artillery,  and 
Moucheron  was  nominated  commander  of  Mauri¬ 
ce’s  town. 

NotwithEanding  thefe  repeated  adls  of  hoEilities, 
Andrew  Vidal  again  wrote  to  the  council,  obferving, 
that  he  had  the  ErongeE  inclination  to  maintain  the 
peace,  but  that  feveral  circumEances  concurred  to 
juflify  the  meafures  he  had  taken  :  to  which  the 
council  peremptorily  replied,  that  they  efteemed, 
on  manifeft  proofs,  not  only  his  declarations  eva- 
Eve,  but  alfo  thofe  of  governor  Silva;  therefore 
proteEed  againE  his  proceedings,  and  required 
him,  if  he  really  had  any  regard  to  treaty,  to  retire 
with  his  troops  to  the  Bahia. 

After  the  defeat  of  Haus,  it  was  judged  advife- 
able  to  endeavour  at  removing  the  garrifons  from 
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the  forts  in  Rio  St.  Francifco,  and  Sergippe  de 
Rey,  where  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  do  any 
confiderable  fervice  to  the  Receif.  When  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  had  given  their  approbation  of  this  flep, 
two  barks  and  a  ihip  were  ordered  to  Rio  Francifco, 
but  being  interrupted  in  their  expedition  by  a  Por- 
tuguefe  veffel,  full  of  armed  men,  the  council  was 
obliged  to  fend  a  yacht  and  three  barks  more  to 
reinforce  them,  captain  William  Lambartz  being  ap¬ 
pointed  commodore,  who  returned  to  the  Receif 
October  ill,  where  he  gave  an  account  of  his  ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  following  import,  viz.  That  three 
days  before  his  arrival,  the  fort  of  Rio  St.  Francif¬ 
co  had,  after  a  fiege  of  twenty-fix  days,  for  want 
of  provifions  and  wood,  furrendered  ;  that  the  ene¬ 
my  had  taken  fuch  meafures  as  mult  inevitably  put 
Sergippe  into  their  hands  ;  and  had  alfomade  them- 
felves  mailers  of  Fort  Dos  AfFagados,  where  Mr. 
Bullaellrete  was  made  prifoner  ;  in  which  terrible 
fituation  of  affairs,  he  thought  it  moil  prudent  for 
him  to  return  to  the  Receif,  not  crowned  Wuh  fuc- 
cefs,  but  as  the  meffenger  of  very  difagreeable 
news. 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation  the  garrifons  of 
Rio  St.  Francifco,  Sergippe  and  Porto  Calvo  were 
to  be  fent  to  the  Receif ;  but,  in  contradiction  there¬ 
to,  were  carried  as  prifoners  to  the  Bahia.  Several 
of  the  foldiers  dreading  fo  tedious  a  march,  enter¬ 
ed  into  the  Portuguefe  fervice,  fixty-four  of  w  hom, 
with  captain  Nicholas  Nicholfon  at  their  head,  fnoft- 
ly  after  deferted  to  the  Dutch  ;  which  accident  fo 
enraged  the  Portuguefe,  that  they  put  all  who  re¬ 
mained  amongfl  them  to  death,  and  flaughtered  alfo 
many  of  the  Dutch  inhabitants. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  rebels  fpiriting  up  the  male- 
contents  of  Parayba,  they  took  arms  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  however,  by  the  wifdom  and  vigilance 
of  Mr*  Linge,  who  had  hitherto  almoff  miracu- 
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loufly  kept  them  quiet ;  their  defigns  were  rendered 
ineffectual,  when  finding  that  force  was  not  likely 
to  prevail,  they  had  again  recourfe  to  artifice,  and 
made  a  propofal  of  nineteen  thoufand  gilders  to 
the  governor  ;  but  he  convinced  them  Hoogflrate’s 
principles  were  not  universal,  by  caufing  the  mef- 
fenger  to  be  hanged. 

The  council,  in  order  to  gain  as  much  addition- 
al  ffrength  as  pofhble,  fent  two  deputies  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  Tapoyers,  reprefen  ting  to  them  the 
neceffity  of  their  joining  forces  with  the  Dutch  for 
mutual  defence ;  and  iffued  a  proclamation  at  the 
fame  time,  offering  pardon  to  all  fuch  as  had  de¬ 
fer  ted  or  entered  into  the  Portuguefe  fervice,  on 
condition  they  would  return,  Hoogflrate  and  fuch 
like  traitors  being  excepted. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

The  rebels  and  Portuguefe  block  up  the  Pece  'if ;  attack 
the  Dutch  near  Hamarika ,  but  are  repufed :  the 
Dutch  rent  them  again :  a  very  beautiful  woman 
made  prifoner  :  Gafpar  Gonfalves ,  a  fpy  in  the  For - 
tugueje  interejl ,  made  prifoner :  defigns  to  burn  the 
Dutch  fleet :  cruelties  and  proceedings  of  Ka  mar  on  ; 
Jacob  Rabbi  treachercufly  murdered:  Colonel  Garfl 
man  put  under  an  arreft :  ftate  of  affairs  between 
the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe  in  Europe  :  captain  Lam - 
hart  killed ;  John  Vieira  d’  Pile  go  as  accufed  of  trea- 
fon ,  convicted  and  punijhed :  the  Receif  in  great 
diftrefs. 

TH  E  rebels  having,  in'  conjunction  with  the 
^Portuguefe,  blocked  up  all  the  avenues  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  Receif,  feemed  determined  to  reduce  it 
by  famine ;  but  finding  matters  too  well  prepared 
againft  them,  they  refolved  to  proceed  againff  Ha- 

ma  rik‘%> 


MR.  JOHN  NIEUHOFF.  153 

marika,  whither  accordingly  they  difpatched  the 
greater  part  of  their  troops,  with  all  pollible  ex-' 
.  pedition  ;  and  having  attacked  the  Dutch  forces  on 
a  hill  near  the  city,  they  forced  them  to  retreat  in¬ 
to  their  entrenchment  near  the  church  ;  upon  which 
they  made  three  vigorous  alfaults,  being  fo  often 
repulfed  with  very  confiderable  lofs  :  Kamaron  and 
Hoogftrate  were  both  wounded,  and  in  confequence 
of  this  defeat  were  obliged  to  quit  the  illand. 

The  great  council  being  informed  that  the  Por~ 
tuguefe  had  been  encouraged  to  attack  Hamarika, 
by  promifes  of  afliftance  from  fome  fecret  enemies, 
thought  it  necefTary  to  remove  captain  Sluyter, 
with  his  company,  whom  they, replaced  with  the  men 
under  captain  Lambartz’s  command,  making  the 
faid  Lambartz  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces 
there  :  about  the  fame  time  the  council  received  let¬ 
ters  from  Andrew  Vidal  concerning  a  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prifoners  ;  and  propofmg  that  fuch  of 
the  Portuguefe  inhabitants  as  were  prifoners  fhould 
be  releafed  for  a  reafonable  ranfom,  which  the  coun¬ 
cil  would  not  agree  to. 

The  enemy  being  difappointed  in  their  hopes  of 
gaining  Parayba  by  treachery,  renewed  their  de- 
fign  of  ftarving  the  garrifon  of  the  Receif  into  ca¬ 
pitulation  ;  however,  the  Tapoyers  in  Rio  Grande 
being  too  powerful  for  the  Portuguefe,  made  that 
country  fur  nidi  fupplies  to  the  Rmceif,  which  odca- 
>  honed  the  rebels  to  fend  out  feveral  parties  by  way 
of  prevention,  but  they  were  fo  unfuccefsful  as  to 
be  obliged  to  retreat  to  Parayba. 

By  the  depofition  of  captain  Nicholfon,  whom 
we  have  already  mentioned,  the  eight  companies 
of  Dutch  who  had  entered  themfelves  in  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  fervice  under  Hoogffrate’s  command,  amount¬ 
ed  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-feven 
men  varioufly  armed  :  the  troops  fentfrom  the  Ba¬ 
hia  he  numbered  at  feven  hundred ;  and  b elides 
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thefe  he  obferved  that  there  were  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  vagrants  of  different  nations. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  letters  came  from  Mr. 
Linge  in  Parayba,  to  the  great  council,  informing 
them  that  Vidal  had  entered  that  captainfhip  at  the 
head  of  two  hundred  men,  and  that  Kamaron  had 
fhrongly  folicited  his  relation  Peter  Potti  to  revolt 
with  his  Brafiiians  :  however,  that  folicitation 
proved  vain,  as  Potti  and  his  party  remained  firm 
in  their  allegiance  ;  of  which  they  gave  the  council 
an  additional  proof,  by  fending  all  letters  of  the  ene¬ 
my  to  them  unopened  to  the  Receif,  which  with 
other  inflances  of  fmcerity  placed  them  beyond  fuf- 
picion. 

November  the  14th,  intelligence  was  received 
that  a  party  of  three  hundred  Dutch,  in  conjuncti¬ 
on  with  forne  Brafiiians,  had,  after  a  very  fmart  en¬ 
gagement,  defeated  eight  hundred  of  the  enemies 
troops,  of  whom  many  fell ;  which  fuccefs  fo  en¬ 
couraged  the  Brafiiians  that  they  over-ran  the  flat 
country,  and  meeting  with  feveral  Portuguefe,  put 
them  all  to  the  fword,  except  a  virgin  of  very  par¬ 
ticular  beauty,  whofe  charms  had  fo  much  influ¬ 
ence  even  upon  enraged  barbarians,  that  they  ufed 
no  farther  violence  than  bringing  her  prifoner  to 
the  fort  of  Parayba. 

Shortly  after  this,  a  detachment  of  three  hundred 
and  fixty  men  were  ordered  to  Kunhao,  to  attack  the 
enemy  that  were  come  to  Rio  Grande  from  Parayba  ; 
but  they  being  informed  thereof  retired  to  a  retrench¬ 
ment  among  fome  bogs,  and  gave  the  Dutch  fo  warm 
a  reception  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire  with 
fome  lofs  to  the  caftle  of  Keulen,  as  well  to  refrefh, 
as  to  prevent  the  Portuguefe  from  penetrating  far¬ 
ther  into  the  country. 

The  council  being  defirous  to  get  fome  intelli¬ 
gence  concerning  the  naval  force  at  the  Bahia,  fent 
thither  a  fhip  to  cruife  oft  the  harbour,  and  take 
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prizes  if  file  met  with  any,  and  at  the  fame  time 
inform  the  Brafilian  chiefs,  that  they  had  received 
a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  befides  intelligence'' 
from  Holland,  that  a  powerful  fleet  would  fhortly 
fail  for  the  protection  of  Dutch  Brafil.  This  artifice 
gave  the  Brafilians  particular  fatisfachion,  as  they  had 
been  fomewhat  intimidated  by  reports  which  the 
Portuguefe  had  very  induftrioufly  propagated,  that 
no  fuccours  were  or  could  be  expected  from  Hol¬ 
land. 

In  the  month  of  December,  one  Gafpar  Gonfal- 
ves  was  taken  prifoner  in  Hamarika,  who  upon  ex¬ 
amination  was  found  to  be  an  agent  for  the  Portu¬ 
guefe,  fent  thither  to  perfuade  the  Brafilians,  that 
the  Dutch  were  privately  felling  their  in  ter  eft  in 
the  country ;  being  determined  to  retire  with  their 
effects  to  Holland,  and  leave  their  friends  to  the 
mercy  of  an  enraged  enemy  :  this  artful  report  had 
fo  far  the  defired  effect,  as  to  caufe  great  difcontent 
among  the  Brafilians,  which  was  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  palliated  by  Caipar  Honyhoufe,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  their  chief  upon  Liftry’s  being  made  pri¬ 
foner. 

Several  unfuccefsful  attempts  were  made  to  burn 
the  Dutch  fleet,  and  three  hundred  men  were  or¬ 
dered  to  attack  Peter  Potti  in  his  entrenchments ; 
however,  fhortly  after,  Potti  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Brafilians  engaged  four  hundred  of  the  enem}7, 
whom  he  put  to  flight,  twenty  being  killed,  and 
feveral  wounded  on  their  fide,  and  but  one  upon 
his. 

The  council  having  received  advice  from  Mr* 
Linge,  that  Kamaro.11,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred 
well-appointed  foldiers,  had  marched  from  Paray- 
ba  to  Rio  Grande,  with  clefign  to  prevent  fupplies- 
of  provifions  going  from  thence  to  the  Dutch  gar- 
rifons,  by  which  means  he  hoped  to  oblige  them 
to  a  fpeedy  furrender,  they,  after  mature  de¬ 
li  d  liberation, 
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liberation,  refolved  to  draw  one  hundred  and  fixty 
men  from  Hamarika,  and  the  like  number  from  Pa- 
rayba,  which,  under  the  command  of  captain  Wel¬ 
ling  and  lieutenant  Brefman,  were  ordered  to  Rio 
Grande,  to  oppofe  and  frubrate  the  enemies  defigns 
on  that  fide. 

Mr.  Bas,  a  member  of  the  great  council,  who  was 
fent  to  Parayba  to  confult  with  Mr.  Linge  about  the 
beb  methods  for  defence,  difpatched  a  letter  from 
the  cable  of  Keulen  in  Rio  Grande,  wherein  he 
fignified  that  a  ftorm  had  prevented  him  from 
landing  his  forces  at  Kunhao,  where  he  hoped  to 
join  captain  Rhinebergh,  but  he  had  put  them  afhore 
near  Peringi,  during  which  time  Kamaron  having 
forced  his  way  thro’  the  Matta,  furprifed  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  all  of  whom,  without  paying  any 
regard  to  fex  or  age,  he  gave  to  the  edge  of  the 
fword.  Then  he  pobed  his  forces,  confiding 
of  four  hundred  foldiers,  as  many  Brablians,  and 
eighty  Tapoyers,  where  he  judged  they  would 
bell  anfwer  the  end  of  cutting  off  provifions  fr6m 
the  Dutch  troops,  who  being  a  thoufand  Prong, 
marched  on  the  23d  of  January  to  attack  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  force  them,  if  poffible,  out  of  Rio  Grande. 
It  being  dubious,  according  to  the  circumftance  of 
things,  whether  the  Portuguefe  would  hazard  a 
battle,  the  council  deliberated,  whether  upon  their 
retreating  to  Parayba  it  would  be  prudent  to  pur- 
fue  them  thither,  and  endeavour  at  the  recovery  of 
that  captainfhip  ;  but  this  being  ebeemed  an  enter- 
prife  of  too  defperate  a  nature,  was  laid  afide,  and 
orders  were  fent  to  Mr.  Bas  and  the  other  com¬ 
manding  officers,  to  aft  with  all  poffible  circurn- 
fpeftion  in  the  recovery  of  Rio  Grande,  without  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  farther. 

According  to  letters  from  Mr.  Bas  at  fort  Keu¬ 
len,  dated  the  30th  of  January,  captain  Rhine¬ 
bergh  had  attacked  the  enemy  hx  feveral  times, 
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and  tho’  he  had  rather  the  word:  of  the  adlion,  ne¬ 
vertheless,  in  confequence  thereof,  they  retreated 
to  Parayba. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  Mr.  Bas,  having  returned 
the  forces  to  Mr.  Linge  which  had  been  drawn 
from  Parayba  fome  time  before,  arrived  with  five 
hundred  men  in  the  Receif,  and  the  following  day 
furnifhed  the  council  with  a  journal  of  his  expe¬ 
dition. 

From  the  9th  to  the  30th  of  March,  frequent 
dcirmifhes  happened,  without  any  remarkable  advan¬ 
tage  on  either  fide :  the  council  was  alarmed 
with  intelligence,  that  Kamaron  had  again  entered 
Rio  Grande  ;  but  colonel  Garfman  eafed  their  fears, 
by  advice  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  without  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  material.  Not  many  days  after, 
the  council  received  information  that  Jacob  Rabbi, 
a  mod  indudrious  agent  and  fanguine  friend  to  the 
Portuguefe  in  gaining  the  Tapoyers  to  their  fide, 
was,  at  the  indigation  of  colonel  Garfman,  treache- 
toudy  murdered,  which  ciixumdance  gave  cond- 
derable  unneafmefs,  as  they  knew  not  how  much 
mifchief  it  might  occafion ;  however,  to  diew  their 
difapprobation  of  fo  illegal  an  acf,  when  colonel 
Garfman  returned  to  the  Receif,  they  ordered  him 
to  be  arreded,  and  put  prifoner  aboard  a  drip  cal¬ 
led  the  Hollandia. 

Some  feditious  papers  difperfed,  to  taint  the  minds 
of  the  Dutch  foldierv,  were  found  and  delivered  to 
the  council,  whereupon  they  iffued  a  proclamation, 
upbraiding  fuch  of  their  countrymen  as  had  entered 
into  the  enemy’s  fervice  with  treachery,  and  ad- 
vifmg  them  to  return  to  their  allegiance.  They  like- 
wife  publilhed  a  copy  of  a  letter,  delivered  by  the 
Portuguefe  ambaiTador  at  the  Hague  to  the  dates 
general,  from  the  king  his  mailer,  with  the  dates 
anfwer  thereto,  hoping,  that  as  the  king  of  Por¬ 
tugal  difowned  the  war,  and  governor  Silva’s,  mea- 
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fures,  the  publication  of  the  faid  letter  would,  in  fome 
meafure,  open  the  eyes  of  the  Portuguefe  inhabi¬ 
tants,  as  it  tended  to  prove  their  hopes  of  affiffc- 
ance  from  Portugal,  vain,  as  alfo  to  create  divifions 
between  them  and  the  Portuguefe  commanders. 

By  the  difpofition  of  the  rebel  forces  and  their 
allies,  provifions  growing  very  fcarce  in  the  Receif ; 
feveral  parties  were  fent  out  for  fupplies,  but  with¬ 
out  fuctefs.  A  fldrmifh  happened  in  Hamarika, 
wherein  fixteen  Dutch  were  killed,  and  twenty-fix 
wounded,  captain  Lambartz  being  among  the  lat¬ 
ter. 

By  a  letter  to  the  council,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
they  received  advice,  that  the  Brafilians  in  Hama¬ 
rika  had  been  prevailed  upon,  by  the  artifices  of 
the  enemy,  to  refufe  their  duty ;  however,  that 
the  interpofition  of  Mr.  Aprifius,  one  of  their  mi- 
niff  ers,  had  reconciled  them  to  their  former  attach¬ 
ment,  and  lulled  to  reft  all  inquietude  for  the  pre¬ 
fen  t.  Provifions  began  now  to  grow  fo  fcarce,  „ 
not  only  in  the  Receif,  but  alfo  in  Hamarika,  Pa- 
rayba,  and  Rio  Grande,  that  fifhing  was  thought  a 
very  neceffary  expedient,  and  was  therefore  much 
encouraged,  Mr.  Hamel  and  Mr.  Bas  giving  or¬ 
ders  to  buy  up  all  the  yarn  that  that  could  be  got, 
in  order  to  make  up  nets.  At  this  juncture  a  Por¬ 
tuguefe,  who  having  committed  man-daughter  in 
Angola,  fled  from  thence  to  the  Receif  for  fhelter, 
gave  information  againft  John  Vieira  d’Allegoas  as 
a  traitor  to  the  date  ;  upon  which  the  faid  Vieira 
was  ordered  into  cuffody,  and  the  Portuguefe  char¬ 
ged  him  with  delivering  to  his  care,  a  parchment 
infcribed  with  certain  characters,  and  a  box  with 
feveral  other  papers  to  be  delivered  to  the  enemy, 
which  parchment  box  and  papers  the  Portuguefe 
produced  in  court ;  whereupon  Vieira  having  de¬ 
nied  the  charge,  was  put  to  the  rack,  yet  dill  re¬ 
mained  refolute  in  his  denial,  till  the  key  of  thofe 

characters. 
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characters  on  the  parchment  being  found  among 
his  papers,  enabled  a  Jew  to  decypher  them,  when, 
it  appeared  that  Vieira  had  given  the  enemy  an  ex¬ 
act  account  how  matters  were  Situated  in  the  Re- 
ceif,  and  alfo  inftruCtions  how  they  might  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  it :  tho’  he  had  withltood  the 
torture,  yet  this  palpable  difcovery  drew  confetti- 
on  from  him  of  what  the  Portuguese  had  alledged  ; 
in  confequence  whereof  he  was  put  to  death. 

About  the  ill  of  June,  the  magazines  were  redu¬ 
ced  to  fo  low  an  ebb,  as  to  be  provided  with  Stores 
for  a  few  weeks  only ;  wherefore  the  bread  was  to 
be  diltributed  only  in  certain  quantities,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  great  council  themfelves  not  being  exempt 
from  the  limitation ;  and,  to  prevent  difcontent 
among  the  Soldiers,  fix-pence  was  paid  them  in¬ 
stead  of  a  pound  of  meat,  and  they  had  in  point 
of  bread  a  iganifell  advantage  ;  for  all  perfons  what¬ 
ever,  except  them,  were  allowed  only  two  pounds 
per  week,  their  portion  being  three. 

The  council  having  received  information,  that 
Garfman  had  endeavoured,  without  their  orders,  to 
lure  the  Tapoyers  into  Rio  Grande,  were  under  no 
Small  furprife  at  fo  imprudent  a  Step,  as  thereby 
their  Supplies  of  provifion,  at  the  moll  very  Scanty, 
were  much  diminished;  wherefore  they  immediate¬ 
ly  took  the  neceffary  Heps  to  draw  the  Tapoyers 
by  fair  means  into  their  habitations.  The  prudent 
conduCl  of  the  council  had  fo  happy  an  effeft,  that, 
by  the  alfiHance  of  Rio  Grande,  the  Receif  was 
tolerably  furniShed  till  the  arrival  of  Supplies  from 
Holland  ;  and  it  was  generally  fuppofed,  that  the 
Said  captainlhip  would  have  furniShed  necelfaries  to 
the  Southern  garrifons  fometime  longer,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  number  of  twelve  hundred  Brafilians, 
who  on  being  reduced  to  the  utmoll  Hraits  in  Ha- 
marika,  were  ordered  by  the  council  to  Rio  Grande, 
there  to  fubiilt  upon  what  the  country  could  af¬ 
ford  ; 
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ford  ;  in  confequence  of  this  difpofition,  Ships  were 
fent  to  tranfport  them  from  Hamarika  to  Rio  Grande. 

In  fuch  a  Rate  of  exigence  and  perplexity,  it  is- 
not  to  be  wondered  that  many  defperate  and  ro¬ 
mantic  propositions  Should  be  made  and  debated  ; 
however,  prudence  was  not  quite  So  effedlually 
difabled  by  diStrefs,  but  that  the  council  was  enough 
tempered  with  proper  refo-lution,  to  wait  the  ex- 
pefted  Supplies  from  Holland,-  rather  than  hazard- 
all  upon  any  particular  effort, 

CHAP.  IX. 

The  Portuguefe ,  under  Andrew  Vidal ,  Jumrnon  Ha¬ 
marika  to  furrender  :  a  conspiracy  detected :  the  in¬ 
habitants  oj the  Receif  reduced  to  vaft  dijlrefs  ;  they 
are  relieved  by  fuccours  from  Holland  :  the  enemy 
retreats  from  Hamarika  ;  they  are  driven  from  the 
pafs  of  Barelta,  which  is  Strengthened  by  colonel 
Schoppe  :  the  old  council  refign  in  favour  of  other 
members  from  Holland  :■  leiters  between  the  new 
council  and  the  governor  of  Bahia  :  a  very  menacing 
meffage  fent  by  Fernandes  Vieira  :  colonel  Schoppe 
attacks  and  reduces  Rio  St.  Francifco  :  a  party  of 
Dutch  defeated  near  Rio  St.  Francijcoy  and  feveral 
cf  their  officers  killed 

H  E  enemy  being  informed,  that  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  Brafilians  from  Hamarika  had 
much  weakened  the  garrifons,  refolved  to  attack 
that -ifland,  and  accordingly  landed  there  to  the 
number  of  two  thoufand  ;  when  Andrew  Vidal  and 
Fernandes  Vieira  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Dortmund, 
in  terms  complaiSant  tho’  haughty  ;  Signifying  that 
they  were  willing  to  treat  with  him  upon  the  rules 
of  war,  and  that  they  could  not  Suppofe  him  So  ig¬ 
norant  of  their  Superior  Strength,  and  the  impossi¬ 
bility  of  his  refilling  them  to  any  end  but  certain 

deffrudtioiq 
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deRruCtion,  as  to  refine  their  proportion,  to  which 
they  required  an  anfwer  the  next  day.  This  fum- 
mons  induced  Mr.  Dortmond  to  folicit  the  coun¬ 
cil  for  immediate  fuccours,  which  in  reality  they 
were  not  able  to  fend  him,  becaufe  they  wanted 
men  much,  but  provifions  more,  at  this  very  difa- 
greeable  juncture,  when  misfortunes  preffed  hard 
on  every  hand.  Some  gunners  were  conviCted  of 
having  taken  money  to  betray  the  fort  of  Orange* 
for  which  treachery  two  of  them  were  very  juflly 
put  to  death,  the  reft  being  fortunate  enough  to 
efcape  the  merited  punifhment. 

The  circumRances  to  which  the  inhabitants  and 
garrifon  of  the  Receif  were  at  laid  reduced,  make 
up  a  picture  of  diRrefs  almoR  beyond  description, 

.  furrounded  not  by  generous,  but  implacable  foes 
without  the  city,  attacked  by  famine  arid  all  its  dif- 
mal  confequences  within  ;  defpair  hung  over  like  a 
cloud,  while  fainting  nature  funk  beneath  the  load 
of  mifery ;  cats,  dogs,  and  even  carrion  claimed 
the  greateft  regard,  and  to  meet  with  a  Sufficiency 
of  either  was  efteemed  happinefs ;  fome  who  had 
bafked  in  the  funfhine  of  life,  and  indulged  luxu¬ 
riant  appetites  with  the  moft  delicate  productions, 
were  now  glad  of  contending  for  fuch  morfels  as 
the  pooreR  beggars  would  defpife,  and  the  brute 
creation  negleCt.  In  this  melancholy  Rtuation,  with¬ 
out  profpeCt  of  relief,  or  what  was  to  be  done, 
life  upon  fuch  terms  appeared  to  all  unworthy  of 
care :  and  it  was  univerfally  agreed,  that  to  die  in 
an  attempt  for  liberty  and  fuRenance  was  far  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  calamitous  Rate  of  Rarving  to  death  ; 
that  as  they  had  Raid  in  expectation  of  lupplies 
till  nature  could  hold  out  no  longer,  they  could 
not  be  deemed  jculpable  for  Setting  their  all  upon  a. 
fmgle  caR.  Wherefore  they  refolved,  council  and 
all,  to  Sally  out  and  truR  their  fuccefs  to  that  de¬ 
fpair  which  urged  them  on ;  but  ere  this  fatal  re- 

Solve 
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folve  was  put  in  execution,  two  veffels  under  Dutch 
colours  appeared  in  fight  of  the  Receif.  This  hap¬ 
py  incident  gave  a  refpite  to  calamity,  and  ftraight 
a  gleam  of  joy  appeared,  which  when  the  fhips  came 
to  anchor,  and  by  a  fignal  of  three  guns  gave  af- 
furance  that  they  came  from  Holland,  increafed  to 
u'niverfal  tranfport,  infomuch  that  thofe  who  could 
not  for  want  of  ftrength  walk,  crawled  to  the  har- 
bour,  where  they  received,  the  comfortable  news1 
that  the  whole  convoy  might  be  hourly  expelled. 
This  providential  fupply  was  not  only  of  the  mod: 
happy  confequence,  in  regard  of  the  famine  at  the 
Receif,  but  alfo  proved  of  lingular  fervice  in  the 
affair  of  Hamarika  ;  for  the  rebels  no  fooner  heard 
of  it,  than  they  quitted  the  ifland,  very  juftly  fore- 
feeing  that  their  retreat  might  be  cut  off  by  means 
of  the  fhips  lately  arrived  from  Holland ;  fo  that 
adverlity  feemed  now  to  move  a  little  off,  and  de- 
fpair  made  way  for  the  fir  ft  comfort  of  life,  hope. 

The  fleet  equipped  in  Holland  lor  the  protection, 
of  the  Receif,  met  with  more  misfortunes  than  were 
ever  crouded  into  the  fame  fpace  of  time;  from 
their  fetting  out,  the  elements  feemed  to  confpire 
againft  them,  elfe  the  relief  would  have  been  much 
more  timely.  Bankert,  admiral  of  Zealand  had  the 
command  of  all  the  fhips,  2nd  colonel  Sigifmund 
Shoppe,  a  very  experienced  officer,  of  the  land- 
forces. 

Befides  the  military  perfons  embarked  on  board  of 
this  fquadron,  there  came  five  new  members  of  the 
great  council  to  relieve  the  old  ones.  All  the  fhips 
being  arrived,  and  intelligence  received  that  the 
enemy  intended  to  ereft  a  for-t  on  the  Baft  of  Ba- 
retta,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  faid  pafs, 
as  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  fhould  be  feized  and 
fortified  againft  them;  to  which  end  colonel  Shoppe, 
with  all  the  forces  he  could  immediately  mufter, 
marched  thither,  ordering  the  materials  for  the  in¬ 
tended 
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tended  fortifications  to  follow  him  the  next  tide: 
on  his  arrival  having  with  eafe  difplaced  the  enemy* 
he  took  poflefiion  of  the  houfe  of  Baretta. 

The  new  members  of  the  great  council  being  all 
arrived  at  the  Receif,  Mr.  Henry  Hamel,  Mr.  Bui- 
laeflrete,  and  Mr.  Bas  ordered  a  general  affembly, 
civil  and  military,  to  be  called ;  at  which  the  old 
members  refigned  the  reins  of  government  to  thofe 
appointed  their  fucceffbrs,  returning  the  feveral 
orders  of  people  thanks  for  their  Ready  attachment 
to  them  while  governors,  and  recommending  per- 
feverance  in  the  fame  towards  the  new  council, 
who  from  that  time  tranfadfed  all  public  affairs  ; 
however,  the  old  members  were  complimented 
-with  a  requeft,  that  they  would  give  their  a  Alliance 
in  all  matters  of  moment. 

A  general  review  being  thought  neceffary,  the 
fame  was  appointed,  and  proper  perfons  fent  for 
that  purpofe  to  the  feveral  garrifoned  places,  and 
at  the  fame  time  a  frefh  proportion  of  pardon  was 
publifhed  and  fent  to  the  enemy,  with  a  letter  to 
the  Portuguefe  commanders  of  thofe  troops  which 
came  from  the  Bahia,  defiring  them  once  again  to 
withdraw  their  forces.  To  this  an  anfwer  came 
Bom  the  Portuguefe  colonel,  which  being  read  in 
the  great  council,  appeared  to  be  little  more  than 
a  collection  of  falfities  and  palpable  evafions  ;  their 
Rrength  was  greatly  enlarged  upon  in  it,  as  well 
as  in  letters  from  Fernandes  Vieira,  directed  to  fe¬ 
veral  Dutch  merchants,  which  arch-rebel  wrote 
in  the  Rile  of  a  conqueror,  remonhrating  to  the 
faid  merchants,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  Dutch 
power,  in  that  part  of  the  world  to  Rand  again  A 
him,  efpecially  as  providence  feemed  to  combat  on 
his  fide,  of  "which  he  enumerated  many  proofs, 
as  he  Riled  them  :  to  this  he  added  moR  fevere 
threats  againR  any  of  the  inhabitants  who  fhould 
appear  in  arms  againR  him  ;  and  complained  hea- 
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vily,  that  an  officer  who  had  been  fent  with  letters 
to  the  great  council,  was  examined  in  a  RniRer  man¬ 
ner  by  them,  and  abufed  for  not  giving  fatisfaclory 
anfwers  :  “  But,  continues  he,  if  they  dare  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  field,  I’ll  try  whether  their  fwords 
“  ate  as  nimble  as  their  tongues,  and  teach  them 
4 4  what  refpeft  is  due  to  the  meffengers  of  thofe 
4,4  perfons  who  have  fupreme  command  here.” 

On  the  14th  of  September,  another  fhip  of  war 
f  rom  Holland  arrived  in  the  Receif,  after  a  paffage 
of  fourteen  weeks  :  about  the  fame  time  the  enemy 
caufed  feveral  infolent  pamphlets  to  be  publiffied, 
wherein  they  haughtily  propofed  terms  of  grace  to 
all  fuch  as  would  feek  their  protect  ion. 

Colonel  Shoppe  having  made  feveral  attacks  up¬ 
on  the  enemy,  moftly  unfuccefsful  ones,  the  Dutch 
forces  were  fo  much  diminiffied  thereby,  that  they 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  cope  with  the  Portu¬ 
guese  near  the  Receif,  which  made  the  council  re- 
folve  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Rio  St.  Francifco, 
the  execution  of  which  enterprife  was  committed 
to  the  management  of  colonel  Henderfon,  who  ful¬ 
filled  his  orders  without  much  difficulty,  as  he  met 
with  very  flight  oppofition. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  the  Rates  fuRained  a 
confiderable  lofs  in  the  death  of  admiral  Lichthart, 
which  was  occa  honed  by  drinking  a  large  quantity 
of  cold  water,  after  having  overheated  himfelf.  Mr* 
Nieuhoff  being  ordered  to  Rio  St.  Francifco,  went 
there  accordingly,  and  well  nigh  efcaped  drowning, 
being  overfet  in  a  boat.  Some  parties  being  fent  out, 
fcoured  the  country,  and  brought  in  feven  hundred 
oxen,  and  three  hundred  calves.  Shortly  after,  a 
Rre  happened  in  the  foldiers  quarters,  by  which 
means  many  of  them  loR  all  their  cloaths,  which 
lofs  however  was  repaired  by  the  order  of  the  co¬ 
lonel  :  this  accident  might,  had  it  happened  by 

eight* 
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night,  have  done  confiderable  mifchief,  efpecially 
as  it  was  fuppofed  an  a£f  of  treachery. 

Intelligence  being  brought  to  the  Dutch  quar¬ 
ters,  that  the  enemy  began  to  appear  in  a  confider¬ 
able  body,  five  companies  were  difpatched  to  at¬ 
tack  them,  and  feize  all  the  cattle  that  could  be 
found  ;  the  firfl  advice  received  of  this  party  was 
that  they  were  unfortunately  clofed  in  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  was  hardly  poflible 
for  one  to  efcape.  This  intelligence  occafioned 
great  conlfernation  ;  to  increafe  which,  news  ar¬ 
rived,  that  the  faid  party  was  entirely  routed, 
the  captains  Schut,  Coufin,  and  La  Montayne, 
with  a  great  number  of  the  men  being  killed  ;  which 
mifhap  was  entirely  attributed  to  the  rafhnefs  of  the 
Dutch  troops,  who,  contrary  to  colonel  Hender- 
fon’s  orders,  upon  firing  threw  down  their  muf- 
quets,  rufhed  upon  the  enemy  fword  in  hand, 
and  were  thereby  drawn  into  an  ambufcade ;  fome 
that  fled  from  their  polls  were  marked  out  for 
death,  but  having  gone  thro’  all  the  terrors  of  prepa¬ 
ration  for  that  awful  period,  were  pardoned.  Cap¬ 
tain  Gyfeling’s  lieutenant  however  met  with  the  due 
reward  of  cowardice  ;  for  being  fent  to  the  Receif, 
he  there  had  his  fword  broke  over  his  head,  and 
was  rendered  incapable  of  ever  ferving  the  compa¬ 
ny  again,  tho’  faithful  fervice  for  feven  preceding 
years  pleaded  in  his  favour.  To  many  other  difa- 
greeable  circumftances,  which  at  this  juncture  con¬ 
curred  in  perplexing  the  company’s  affairs,  we 
may  add  the  revolt  of  the  Tapoyers,  who  quitted 
the  Dutch  inierefl  on  account  of  Jacob  Rabbi’s 
murder  ;  nor  could  the  banifhment  of  the  colonel, 
and  confifcation  of  his  goods,  prevail  on  them  to 
continue  their  friend Aiip. 

Several  propofitions  being  made  for  the  annoy¬ 
ance  of  the  enemy,  the  council  deliberated  upon 
them,  and  finding  that  they  admitted  of  very  ma¬ 
terial 
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terial  objections,  laid  them  afide :  it  had,  among 
others,  been  fuggefted,  that  refuting  quarters  to 
the  enemy  might  prove  ferviceable ;  a  queflion 
that  was  alfo  determined  in  the  negative,  becaufe 
more  likely  to  occafion  a  revolt  of  thofe  who  then 
remained  quiet,  than  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed. 

On  the  30  th  of  December,  intelligence  was  re¬ 
ceived,  that  a  party  of  two  hundred  men,  under 
the  command  of  one  colonel  Rebellia,  was  arrived 
in  an  Aland  near  Rio  Francifco  from  the  Bahia, 
and  that  a  reinforcement  was  expedted  fhortly,  not 
only  from  thence,  but  alfo  from  the  Vargea ;  at  the 
fame  time  advice  was  brought  that  fome  of  the 
Dutch  troops  had  attacked  a  body  of  the  enemy, 
without  any  farther  advantage  than  the  feizure  of 
their  arms,  and  cloaths  ;  however,  fhortly  after,  the 
enemy  returned  with  a  much  fironger  body,  and 
put  the  Dutch  to  flight,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
were  (lain,  among  whom  was  one  captain,  and  five 
fubaltern  officers  were  taken  prifoners. 

A  frefh  confultation  being  held  concerning  the 

o  o 

aflembling  a  large  body  of  troops  to  undertake 
fomeadfion  of  confequence,  and  a  draught  of  troops 
fromParayba  being  propofed  for  that  purpofe,  the 
council  thought  fuch  proceeding  muff  lay  them 
open  to  confidenible  danger  ;  therefore  the  pro- 
poiition  was  rejected ;  and  from  advice,  fhortly  af¬ 
ter  received,  it  appeared  a  prudent  refolution,  for 
the  enemy  entering  Parayba  with  a  powerful  party, 
threatened  ruin  upon  that  fide,  which  they  began 
by  the  daughter  of  fifty  Dutch  and  Brafilians,  fe- 
veral  of  that  number  being  women  and  children  ; 
however,  finding  the  country  in  a  more  defenfible 
fiate  than  was  expedtedy,  they  retreated  from  thence 
in  a  few  days,  after  they  had  entered  it. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  the  enemy  began  to 
batter  a  wooden  fort,  near  the  Baretta,  which,  tho* 
inconfiderable  in  itfelf,  and  hardly  worth  defend - 
7  kg. 
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in g,  was,  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Hamel,  reinforced 
with  five  companies,  and  in  hope  that  the  enemy 
finding  the  reduction  of  this  fort  difficult,  might 
thereby  be  intimidated  from  undertaking  any  thing 
farther  on  that  fide  :  in  confequence  of  a  vigorous 
defence,  the  fiege  was  railed  January  the  24th, 
the  repulfe  being  efteemed  the  more  happy  by  the 
Dutch,  as  they  at  that  time  laboured  under  many 
terrible  inconveniences,  and  among  the  reft  a  de- 
fertion,  which  going  beyond  private  men,  reached 
to  the  officers. 

The  Receif  being  clofely  blocked  up  on  the  land 
fide,  by  the  enemy,  a  fcheme  was  laid  to  conquer 
it  by  treachery  ;  for  which  purpofe  a  certain  Por- 
tuguefe  invited  all  the  principal  commanders  to  a 
grand  entertainment,  he  intended  to  give  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  daughter’s  wedding,  during  which 
fcene  of  merriment  the  enemy  were  to  have  fur- 
prifed  the  city ;  but  this  defign  being  difcovered 
by  fome  Portuguefe  and  Jews,  was  rendered  abor¬ 
tive.  However,  the  fiege  was  carried  on, ,  and  the 
towui  battered  in  fuch  a  dreadful  manner,  that  the 
inhabitants  were  fo  terrified  as  to  feek  for  fhelter 
in  caves,  while  the  wounded,  dying,  and  dead  per- 
fens  preferred  fpeclacles  of  horror  on  every  fide. 
Among  many  tragical  incidents,  one  to  which  Mr. 
NieuhofFwas  an  eye-witnefs,  claimed  particular  no¬ 
tice  and  pity;  that  of  a  very  beautiful  young  lady, 
admiral  Lichthart’s  niece,  being  deprived  of  both 
her  legs  by  a  cannon  bullet,  which  at  the  fame 
time  killed  a  friend  of  hers,  a  new  married  woman 
who  flood  by  her.  During  this  time  colonel  Schoppe 
had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Taperika,  which  he 
deflroyed.  However,  the  flrength  of  the  Dutch 
began  to  be  fo  much  diminifhed  by  many  unfuc- 
cefsful  encounters,  and  there  being  no  profpedt  of 
timely  fuccours,  a  general  atttack  was  refolved  up¬ 
on  ;  which  refclution  was  oppofed  by  colonel 
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Schoppe,  and  feveral  other  officers  ;  however,  their 
opinion  availed  not,  for  a  general  fally  was  con- 
eluded  on,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to 
colonel  Brink,  as  Schoppe’s  wounds,  received  in  a 
late  encounter,  were  not  as  yet  cured. 

The  Dutch  forces  having  marched  out,  attack¬ 
ed  the  enemy  with  great  fury,  and  preffied  them 
hard  for  fome  time ;  but  they,  fluffied  with  fuc- 
cefs  and  their  fuperior  numbers,  repulfed  the 
Dutch,  of  whom  in  the  fight  and  flight  eleven 
hundred  were  flain,  and  among  thefe  colonel  Brink 
and  almoft  every  other  officer  of  note ;  there 
were  alfo  nineteen  pair  of  colours  loft,  with  all  the 
cannon  and  ammunition  the  Dutch  had  brought 
into  the  field.  This  general  defeat  put  an  end  to 
all  contention  in  the  field,  and  all  remaining  care 
was  appropriated  to  the  defence  of  the  Receif, 
which,  however,  without  fupplies  from  Holland, 
could  not  be  long  maintained.  To  make  difagree- 
ahle  circumflances  ftill  worfe,  divifions  arofe  among 
the  members  of  the  government,  the  great  council 
aferibing  the  late  defeat  to  the  mifeondudt  of  the 
council  of  war  ;  the  members  of  which  latter  alledg¬ 
ing,  that  the  former  were  in  fault,  the  foldiers  being 
ill  paid  and  ill  provided  :  in  fhort,  the  Rate  of  affairs 
looked  fo  bad  on  every  fide,  and  wore  fo  much  the 
appearance  of  growing  ftill  worfe,  that  Mr.  Nieu- 
hoff  folicited  a  paffport  for  his  return  to  Holland, 
and  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  obtained  it, 
which  he  had  no  fooner  done  than  he  prepared 
every  thing  neceffiary  for  his  voyage  home. 

Having  thus  run  throvthe  propofed  recapitula¬ 
tion  of  the  material  tranfadlions  during  Mr.  Nieu- 
hoff’s  refidence  in  Brafil,  it  will  not  be  amifs,  be¬ 
fore  we  proceed  with  him  on  his  voyage,  to  give  a 
general  view  of  the  inhabitants,  animals,  and  va¬ 
rious  produ&s  of  that  country. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Of  the  divifion  and  different  claffes  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Brafil :  defperate  adlion  of  a  negroe ;  the  politi¬ 
cal  cruelty  of  the  Portuguefe  while  poffeffed  of  this 
country  :  the  manners  of  the  people  in  general:  their 
arms  ;  their  notions  of  the  Supreme  Being  ;  their 
knowledge  of  futurity ,  &c.  of  their  Jkill  in  for  eery  ; 
their  ujage  of  the fick ,  and  refpeSt  to  the  dead  :  the 
Tapoyers  defer ibed :  two  of  them  engage  and  con* 
quer  a  bull. 


THE  inhabitants  of  Brafil,  properly  divided, 
were  formed  into  two  claffes,  viz.  free-born 
fubjedls,  and  (laves :  the  free  inhabitants  were  made 
up  of  Dutch,  Portuguefe,  and  Brafilians ;  of  thefe 
the  Portuguefe  were  much  the  mod:  numerous,  and 
the  richeft :  the  Dutch  merchants,  felling  their  good* 
at  a  vafl  profit,  would  no  doubt  have  acquired 
large  fortunes,  had  they  not  fold  upon  credit  to  the 
Portuguefe,  who,  as  it  appears  from  what  has  been 
already  related,  were  refolved  never  to  pay  them. 

Among  thofe  free  inhabitants  of  the  Dutch  Bra- 
fill,  who  were  not  in  the  company’s  fervice,  certain 
Jews  claimed  the  foremofi:  place,  as  they  carried 
on  a  more  exten.fi ve  trade  than  any  other  fet  of 
people,  infomuch  that  they  purchafed  feveral  fu- 
gar-mills,  and  raifed  (lately  edifices  for  their  own 
habitations  in  the  Receif :  thefe  people  would  no 
doubt  have  been  a  great  (Irengthning  to  Dutch 
Brafil  had  they  kept  their  traffick  within  reafon- 
able  bounds. 

The  fia-ves  were  partly  negroes,  and  partly  na¬ 
tives,  the  latter  being  either  prifoners  of  war 
bought  in  Maranhaon  ;  or  in  the  country  of  the 
Tapoyers,  where  the  cuftom  was  either  to  fell  the 
Vol.  IV.  I  captives 
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captives  as  flaves,  or  put  them  to  death  ;  all  other 
Brafilians  enjoying  under  the  Dutch  government 
the  fweets  of  perfect  liberty. 

In  the  time  of  NieuhofF  there  were  near  forty 
thoufand  negroes  employed  in  the  fugar-mills,  be¬ 
tween  Rio  Grande  and  St.  Francifco,  mod:  of  which 
were  brought  from  the  kingdoms  of  Congo,  An¬ 
gola,  and  Guinea  :  they  had  a  black  fhining  fkin, 
flat  nofes,  thick  lips,  and  fhort  curled  hair,  thofe 
being  their  marks  of  beauty.  The  price  of  thefe 
negroes  rofe  and  fell  according  to  the  circumflance 
of  things;  when  trade  flourifhed  one  of  them 
would  fell  for  feventy,  eighty,  or  a  hundred  pieces 
of  eight,  fometimes  the  price  flretched  to  fourteen 
or  fifteen  hundred  gilders  for  fuch  as  appeared  to 
be  more  intelligent,  and  more  capable  of  fervice 
than  the  general  run  :  but,  when  trade  fell  into  de¬ 
cay,  forty  pieces  of  eight  was  effeemed  a  confider- 
able  price. 

Thefe  negroes  are  very  dextrous  at  fwimming  and 
diving,  the  latter  of  which  they  are  fo  amazingly 
expert  at,  that  they  will  bring  up  a  piece  of  eight 
from  the  bottom  in  deep  water  ;  they  are  alfo  good 
fifhermen,  and  earn  a  conflderable  deal  of  money 
that  way.  Mr.  NieuhofF  obferves,  that  while  he 
w  as  in  Brafil,  a  certain  negro,  very  famous  at  fill¬ 
ing,  being  fold  three  fever  al  times,  took  fuch  treat¬ 
ment  fo  ill,  that  one  day  when  he  went  out  to  fea, 
he  tied  a  (lone  to  one  of  his  legs,  and  fo  leaping 
into  the  water,  drowned  himfelf. 

The  negroes,  as  has  been  found  on  many  occa- 
fions,  are  of  a  very  vindictive  nature,  and  will  run 
any  length  to  revenge  ill  ufage.  Some  of  them, 
when  old,  have  long  grey  beards,  and  hair  of  the 
fame  colour. 

The  natives  of  Brafil  were  divided  into  four  fe¬ 
veral  nations;  three  of  which  fpoke  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage,  differing  only  in  dialed! :  but  the  fourth, 

named 
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named  the  Tapoyers,  were  fubdivided  into  feveral 
drffrifts,  all  which  differed  both  in  language  and 
manners. 

Thofe  Brafilians  who  refrded  among  the  Dutch 
and  Portuguefe,  were  middle-fized,  of  a  ffrong  ro-. 
buff  make,  with  black  eyes,  wide  mouths,  black 
curled  hair,  and  flat  nofes,  which  latter  circum- 
ffance  is  here  deemed  fo  great  a  beauty,  that  parents 
fqueeze  their  childrens  nofes  flat  while  they  are 
young.  They  paint  their  bodies  with  various  co¬ 
lours  :  their  women  are  likewife  of  a  middle  flature, 
well-proportioned,  and  not  ill-featured  ;  they  have 
black  hair,,  but  are  not  born  black ;  however,  the 
excefflve  heat  of  the  fun  gives  them  a  tawny  co¬ 
lour.  The  Brafilians  arrive  early  at  maturity,  and 
live  to  great  ages,  which  muff  be  in  fome  meafure 
owing  to  the  climate,  as  feveral  Europeans  who  dwell 
there  live  to  an  hundred  or  an  hundred  and  twenty 
years.  There  are  very  few  cripples  or  deformed 
people  to  be  met  among  the  Brafilians,  a  circumflance. 
which  can  be  only  thus  accounted  for  :  they  never 
fwathe  any  part  of  their  children  but  the  feet. 

Before  the  Dutch  got  footing  in  Brafil,  the  na¬ 
tives  were  abfolutely  enflaved  by  the  Portuguefe, 
who  looked  upon  the  extirpation  of  them  as  a 
mafler-piece  of  policy  ;  a  defign  they  put  fo  effectu¬ 
ally  in  execution,  that  the  captainfliip  of  Rio  Grande, 
which  in  the  year  1545,  could  have  turned  out 
one  hundred  thoufand  fighting-men,  in  1645  could 
hardly  produce  more  than  three  hundred,  The 
cruelty  of  thefe  tafk-maffers  occafioned  mortal  ha¬ 
tred  between  the  Portuguefe  and  them,  tho’  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  this  extraordinary  decreafe  of 
the  latter  was  in  part  owing  to  war,  and  fome  epi¬ 
demical  diflempers  which  broke  out  among  them  : 
the  final!  remainder  of  them  live  in  villages  afligned 
them,  where  they  had  their  plantations,  their  dwell¬ 
ing-places  being  made  up  of  wood- work,  covered 
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with  palm-tree  leaves.  The  Brafilians  in  general 
had  among  them  a  great  fpirit  of  liberty,  especial¬ 
ly  the  Tapoyers  :  they  live  among  each  other  in  to¬ 
lerable  harmony,  except  when  drunkennefs,  their 
chief  vice,  occafions  fome  irregularities.  They  are 
very  fond  of  dancing,  naturally  very  indolent,  and 
will  fleep  twenty-  four  hours  together  ;  nor  would 
they  dir  then  if  different  calls  of  nature  did  not 
roufe  them  :  they  keep  fires  in  their  huts  night  and 
day,  by  day  to  prepare  their  victuals,  and  by  night 
to  fend  off  the  cold  air,  v  hich  is  keener  among 
them  than  in  mod;  parts  of  Europe,  becaufe  the 
days  and  nights  are  here  of  an  equal  length,  almod 
thro’  the  whole  year. 

The  inland  Bradlians  of  both  fexes  go  quite  na¬ 
ked  ;  but  nearer  the  fea-diore  they  wear  different 
forts  of  covering  ;  fome  wear  only  Shirts  of  linen  or 
callico  ;  others,  being  more  polite,  chufe  to  drefs  in 
the  European  manner.  The  wives  always  follow 
their  hufbands,  even  to  war  :  the  man  carries  no¬ 
thing  but  his  arms,  the  woman  Supplying  the  place 
of  a  fumpter-horfe ;  for  die  carries  not  only  pro¬ 
visions,  but  fuch  furniture  as  is  judged  neceflary, 
a  child,  or  children,  alfo  a  parrot  or  an  ape  in  one 
hand,  and  a  dog  with  a  firing  in  the  other.  The 
hedges  or  open  fields  are  their  only  places  of  accom¬ 
modation,  and  friendly  dreams  their  only  Supply 
of  drink,  except  what  they  get  Sometimes  in  the 
hollow  of  a  tree,  called  karrageata.  Towards 
night  they  always  hang  their  hammocks  on  trees, 
ok  elfe  fallen  them  to  poles,  and  make  a  Sort  of  de¬ 
fence  from  the  rain,  with  palm-tree  leaves.  When 
at  home,  the  hufband  generally  goes  abroad  in  the 
morning  with  his  bow  and  arrows  to  kill  Some 

O 

birds  or  beads,  or  goes  to  dfh,  while  the  wife  ei¬ 
ther  employs  her  time  in  working  at  the  plantation, 
or  attends  her  hufband  to  carry  what  game  he  may 
kill.  The  wild  beads  are  caught  and  killed  in  va¬ 
rious 
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rious  manners,  fome  by  arrows,  others  by  pitfalls, 
&c.  &c. 

The  Brafilians  are  not  much  burdened  with  fur¬ 
niture  ;  their  hammocks  or  ini,  as  they  call  them, 
are  the  chief  part  of  it;  thefe  are  made  of  cotton, 
like  net-work,  fix  or  feven  feet  long,  and  four  broad : 
the  Tapoyers  make  their  hammocks  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  feet  long,  fo  as  to  contain  four  or  fix  perfons ; 
their  cans,  cups  and  mugs  are  made  of  calabafhes, 
one  of  which  holds  thirty  or  thirty-five  quarts,  but 
they  generally  divide  them.  The  poorer  fort  make 
Rones  into  the  fhape  of  knives,  but  the  better  fort 
ufe  real  ones,  purchafed  from  the  Europeans. 

The  arms  of  the  Brafilians  were  only  bows,  ar¬ 
rows,  and  clubs  ;  their  bows  are  made  of  a  very 
hard  wood,  called  virapariba  ;  the  firings  are  made 
of  twilled  cotton,  and  their  darts  are  made  of  wild 
cane  with  the  points  hardened,  or  armed  with  fifh 
teeth,  called  jacru :  fome  have  feveral  points, 
others  but  one. 

They  reckon  up  their  age  by  laying  by  a  chef- 
nut  for  every  year,  and  they  begin  the  computation 
of  their  years  with  the  rife  of  a  certain  flar  called 
Taku,  or  the  Rain  Star,  which  appears  in  the 
month  of  May  ;  they  alfo  call  the  year  by  the  fame 
name.  Some  of  the  inland  Brafilians  fcarce  know 
any  thing  of  religion,  or  a  Supreme  Being :  they 
have  a  flight  knowledge  of  the  general  deluge,  and 
believe  that  the  whole  race  of  mankind  were  ex¬ 
tirpated  thereby,  except  one  man  and  his  filler, 
which  latter  was  pregnant  before  the  deluge,  and 
thefe  by  degrees  repeopled  the- world.  That  they 
have  no  notion  of  a  God  is  evinced  by  their  not 
having  any  term  for  fuch  a  being,  unlefs  the  word 
Tuba,  which  fignihes  fome  what  mofl  excellent.  The 
thunder  they  Rile  tubakununga,  which  may  be  in¬ 
terpreted,  a  noife  made  by  the  fupreme  excellency  : 
they  are  unacquainted  with  any  particular  Rate  of 

I  3  futurity, 
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futurity,  but  have  a  tradition  among  them,  that 
the  fouls  do  not  die  with  the  bodies,  but  are 
tranflated  to  pleafant  regions  and  vales,  placed,  as 
they  fay,  behind  mountains,  where  they  are  to  en¬ 
joy  great  pleafure,  as  dancing,  kinging,  See,  this 
hate  of  felicity  is  however  confined  to  fuch  brave 
men  and  women  as  have,  during  their  lives,  done 
meritorious  actions  ;  fuch  as  killing  and  devouring 
many  of  their  enemies :  but  fuch  as  have  been  idle 
are  fuppofed  to  be  tortured  by  devils,  whom  they 
diilinguifh  by  various  names. 

Tho’  fo  ignorant  of  any  form  of  religion,  or  par¬ 
ticular  object  of  woifhip,  they  have  perfons  among 
them  whom  they  call  paye  or  prieits,  who  are  ufed 
as  prophetic  inflrudtors,  and  carefully  confulted 
in  all  material  tranfadtions,  efpecially  thofe  of  war. 
They  are  fo  horridly  afraid  of  fpirits,  to  which 
they  give  many  different  names,  that  fome  have 
been  killed  by  the  fhock  of  an  imaginary  appari¬ 
tion  ;  however,  they  do  not  pay  any  devotion  to 
the  fuppofed  fpirits,  except  now  and  then  that  par¬ 
ticular  perfons  pretend  to  appeafe  their  wrath  by 
certain  prefents  faflened  to  flakes  fet  in  the  ground 
for  that  purpofe.  A  nation  among  the  Brafilians 
called  Potiguaras,  are  accounted  fo  well  ikiiled  in 
forcery,  that  they  can  bewitch  their  enemies  even 
to  death. 

Thofe  Brafilians  who  lived  among  the  Dutch 
and  Portuguefe,  did  in  fome  meafure  follow  the 
didlates  of  Chriflianity,  but  feldom  fhewed  any  zeal 
for  them  unlefs  fuch  as  were  inflrucled  in  their 
tender  years ;  fome  Dutch  miniflers  and  Portu- 
guefe  priefts  were  tolerably  fuccefsful  in  making 
converts,  and  feveral  of  the  natives  were  brought 
to  read  and  write  by  the  Dutch  fchoolmaflers. 

Many  diftempers  common  in  Europe  are  entirely 
unknown  in  Brafil :  fuch  as  are  natural  to  their  cli¬ 
mate,  and  arife  from  their  manner  of  living,  they 

cure 
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cure  with  fnnple  medicines,  holding  all  compounds 
in  utter  contempt ;  they  take  great  pains  to  cure 
ficknefs,  but  if,  after  a  certain  procefs,  the  pati¬ 
ent  continues  ill,  he  is  to  be  knocked  on  the  head, 
for  they  deem  it  better  to  die  at  once,  than  linger 
in  pain  to  the  laft  gafp  of  natural  decay ;  when 
dead,  they  exercife  the  fame  cruelty  on  the  remains 
of  their  friends,  as  they  do  upon  their  foes,  tho’ 
from  a  different  motive ;  for  they  tear  them  to 
pieces,  and  eat  them  with  keen  appetites. 

Brafdian  women  are  vaflly  fruitful,  and  have 
very  eafy  labours,  in  fomuch,  that  a  woman,  im¬ 
mediately  after  delivery,  goes  to  the  next  river  and 
there  purifies  herfelf ;  while  the  hufband  goes  to 
bed,  and,  for  the  firff  twenty-four  hours,  is  nurfed 
with  all  the  care  and  ceremony  ufed  with  a  lying-in 
woman  among  Europeans  :  mothers  lament  the 
death  of  their  children  in  exceliive  howling  for 
three  or  four  days ;  and  when  friends  have  been 
long  parted,  they  meet  with  open  arms,  tears,  and 
all  poffible  marks  of  affection ;  the  Brafilians,  tho’ 
faid  to  be  hereditary  men  eaters,  by  mingling  with 
the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe,  have  for  the  moll  part 
laid  afide  that  branch  of  barbarity ;  becoming  as 
affable  and  humane  as  fome  European  notions. 

The  Tapoyers  are  of  much  larger  flature,  and 
•greater  ffcrength  of  body' than  the  other  Brafilians  : 
they  are  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  with  black  hair, 
which  hangs  down  over  their  fhouiders,  being  only 
fhaved  on  the  forehead  parallel  to  the  ears  ;  the 
refl  of  their  bodies  they  keep  clear  of  hair,  even 
their  eye-brows  are  plucked  *,  their  kings  and  chiefs 
are  diftinguifhed  from  the  vulgar,  by  their  hair 
and  quality ;  they  are  great  admirers  of  long 
nails. 

Royalty  is  difliugnifhed  by  hair  cut  into  the 
form  of  a  crown,  and  long  thumb-nails,  which 
latter  is  an  ornament  entirely  appropriated  to  the 
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kings ;  the  princes  of  the  blood  and  grandees  be¬ 
ing  allowed  long  nails  on  their  fingers,  but  none 
on  their  thumbs. 

Thefe  people  having  great  ffrength  and  agility, 
prince  Maurice  ordered  two  of  them  to  attack  a 
wild  bull,  which  they  did  accordingly,  and,  after 
having  galled  him  a  good  deal  with  arrows,  one  of 
them  leaping  on  his  back,  feized  him  by  the  horns, 
and  threw  him  down  ;  upon  which,  being  fecond- 
ed  by  his  comrade,  the  beafl  was  killed  ;  when 
they  roafled  him  under  ground,  with  a  fire  above 
him  as  their  cuftom  is,  and  then  feafled  not  only 
themfelves,  but  feveral  other  Tapoyers,  who  were 
prefent  at  the  combat  as  fpedfators. 

The  Tapoyers  of  both  fexes,  and  all  ranks  from 
the  king  to  the  peafant,  go  quite  naked  to  the  pri¬ 
vities,  which  they  very  carefully  conceal ;  the 
men  wear  a  kind  of  ornament  on  their  heads,  made 
of  the  feathers  of  a  bird  called  guara,  from  which 
fome  long  tail  feathers  of  the  bird  arara  hang  down 
on  their  fhoulders  behind  :  fornetimes  they  only  tie 
a  firing  of  cotton  round  their  heads,  in  which  they 
.flick  party-coloured  feathers  •,  they  have  alfo  cloaks 
made  of  cotton  thread,  framed  like  a  net,  and  or¬ 
namented  with  feathers  of  different  birds  and  co¬ 
lours  ;  which  lie  together  almofflike  fifh  fcales  :  on 
the  infide  of  thefe  cloaks,  there  is  a  kind  of  cap  or 
hood  to  cover  the  heads  ;  fo  that  all  together,  they 
cloath  the  wearer  aimofl  from  the  knees  upwards  : 
but  thefe  may  properly  be  called  holliday  {uits  ; 
tho’  fornetimes  they  wear  them  to  fend  off  rain, 
which  purpofe  they  anfwer  tolerably  w  ell. 

Upon  the  death  of  a  father  or  mother,  the  Ta¬ 
poyers  tear  all  their  hair  off  their  heads :  they  have 
holes  in  their  ears,  lips,  and  cheeks,  from  which 
are  hung  pieces  of  wood,  or  certain  ornamental 
flones ;  their  bodies  are  painted  all  over  with 
brown-coloured  juice,  fqueezed  from  the  apple 
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janipapa ;  befides  which,  with  maffick  or  wild 
honey,  they  Hick  feathers  of  all  colours  upon  their 
bodies,  fo  that,  at  forne  diffance,  they  referable 
large  birds,:  they  wear  round  their  legs  alfo  cer¬ 
tain  bracelets  made  of  the  fruit  of  aguay,  and 
fhoes  made  of  the  bark  kuragua.  Some  of  the 
Tapoyers  have  no  bows  and  arrows,  but  throw 
darts  ;  their  clubs  are  made  of  very  hard  wood, 
broad  at  the  top  and  full  of  very  fharp  teeth  or 
bones  ;  they  have  three  forts  of  wind  inlfruments, 
one  of  human  bones,  another  of  horn,  and  a  third 
of  cane.  The  Tapoyers  are  not  efteemed  fo  good 
foldiers  as  the  other  Brafilians,  as,  in  the  time  of 
danger,  they  are  much  more  inclined  to  exert 
agiiity  than  ftrength,  and  indeed  they  run  with 
fuch  aftonilhing  fwiftnefs,  that  ’tis  hard  to  over¬ 
take  them  ;  they  are  peculiarly  indolent,  for  rather 
than  take  any  trouble  of  cultivation,  they  live  upon 
the  wild  produffs  of  nature :  they  eat  human 
flefh ;  and,  ’tis  remarkable,  that  if  a  woman  mif- 
carries,  fhe  immediately  eats  the  child,  alledging  it 
cannot  have  a  better  grave  than  the  belly  from 
whence  it  came. 

The  Tapoyers,  like  the  Arabians,  lead  a  vagrant 
life,  with  this  difference,  that  they  keep  within  par¬ 
ticular  bounds,  changing  their  habitations  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  different  feafons  of  the  year:  they  are 
great  fporthnen,  and  ufe  their  arrows  fo  expertly 
as  to  bring  down  birds  flying  when  ever  they 
pleafe. 

When  a  woman  has  conceived,  fhe  abffains 
from  her  hulband  till  after  her  delivery ;  nor  is  it 
.  ufual  to  cohabit  while  fhe  gives  fuck:  if  a  married 
woman  is  known  to  have  unlawful  commerce  with 
another  man,  her  hulband  may  turn  her  away; 
but  if  he  catches  them  in  the  aft  of  adultery,  he 
may  kill  them  both.  There  arefome  other  cuftoms 
in  1  ejard  to  w  omen  before  marriage,  the  relation 
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of  which,  tho’  it  might  fatisfy  curiofity,  mull:  of¬ 
fend  modelly,  therefore  we  think  it  better  to  pafs 
on  at  once  from  the  inhabitants  of  Brafil,  to  the 
animals,  and  other  matters  which  may  be  worth  ob- 
fervation. 


CHAP.  XL 

Of  the  various  kinds  of  birds ,  beafts ,  &c.  to  be  found 

in  Brofd. 

THE  firfl  animal  peculiar  to  Brafil,  which 
pomes  in  view,  is  the  iron  pig,  called  by  the 
Brafilians  kuandu  ;  it  is  about  the  fize  of  an  ape, 
its  body  being  entirely  covered  with  fpikes  of  three 
or  four  fingers  length,  initead  of  hair ;  which 
fpikes,  -upon  being  irritated,  this  animal  can  dart 
forth  as  a  porcupine  does  its  quills,  fo  as  to  wound, 
nay  often  kill  a  man  :  its  eyes  are  round,  flaring, 
.and  like  carbuncles  in  colour ;  it  has  long  whilkers 
like  a  cat,  feet  refembling  an  ape,  but  with  four 
fingers  only,  the  place  tor  the  thumb  being  vacant ; 
and  its  fore  legs  are  lefsthan  the  hinder  ones.  This 
creature  ufually  deeps  by  day,  and  goes  in  fearch 
of  prey  by  night,  loves  fowl  vafliy,  and  climbs  up 
trees,  tho’  flowly ;  the  flefh  of  this  creature, 
which  is  of  no  difagreeable  flavour,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  eat  roafled. 

The  fluggirt,  fo  called  from  its  lazy  pace, 
which  cannot  in  fifteen  days  make  the -extent  of  a 
■Clones  throw,  is  about  the  fize  of  a  fox,  its  fore 
legs  being  about  feven  fingers  long  to  the  feet ; 
the  hinder  ones  but  fix  ;  the  head  round  ;  its  mouth , 
which  bears  a  conllant foam,  {mail  and  round.  ;  its 
teeth  little  and  blunt;  its  nofe  black,  high,  and 
fmooth  ;  the  eyes  fmall,  black,  and  heavy  ;  its  body 
is  covered  over  with  afii- coloured  hair.  The  reafon 
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of  its  remarkable  flownefs,  is  becaufe  the  limbs  are 
as  it  were  disjointed  in  the  middle.  It  dwells  upon 
trees,  and  lives  upon  their  leaves,  without  ever 
tailing  any  drink ;  and  is  fo  much  afraid  of  rain, 
that  upon  the  approach  thereof,  it  hides  itfelf. 
Tho’  the  limbs  of  this  animal  are  weak,  yet  its 
claws  will  take  fuch  an  hold  as  is  not  eafily  un- 
loofed ;  the  noife  it  makes,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
iron  pig,  is  fomewhat  like  the  mewing  of  a  cat. 

Of  the  pifmire  eaters,  named  fo  from  their  food, 
there  are  two  forts,  the  great  and  the  final  1 ;  the 
former,  which  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a  middling 
dog,  has  a  round  head,  long  knout,  and  no  teeth. 
To  catch  the  pifmires,  this  animal  lays  its  tongue, 
which  is  twenty-five,  fome times  thirty  inches  long, 
upon  a  dunghill,  till  his  prey  fettle  upon  it,  which 
they  have  no  fooner  done,  than  he  {'wallows  them. 
The  fmall  one  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a  Braftiian 
fox  ;  on  the  fore  feet  it  has  four  crooked  claws ; 
two  broad  black  lids  run  along  the  back ;  it  is  a 
very  favage  creature,  grafps  every  thing  with  its 
paws,  and  upon  being  ft  ruck  with  a  flick,  will  fit 
upwright  like  a  bear,  and  take  hold  of  it  with  its 
mouth  :  it  fleeps  all  day  long  with  its  head  from 
its  fore  paws  under  its  neck,  the  night  being  the 
time  for  it  to  prey ;  when  it  drinks,  the  water  im¬ 
mediately  fpouts  thro’  its  noftrils. 

The  creature  called  the  fhield  hog,  or  armadilla, 
becaufe  it  is  covered  with  fcales  like  a  fhield,  refem- 
bles  our  hogs  in  bignefs  and  fhape  :  it  has  on  the  back 
fe-ven  partitions,  between  each  of  which,  appears  a 
dark  brown  fkin  ;  the  head  is  perfectly  like  that  of 
other  hogs,  and  its  nofe  fharp,  with  which  it  grubs 
up  earth ;  its  eyes  are  fmall,  and  lie  deep  in  the  head  ; 
it  has  a  fmall  fharp  tongue,  and  fhort  dark  brown 
ears,  without  hair  or  fcales ;  the  belly,  the  bread, 
and  legs,  are  likewife  without  fcales  :  this  animal 
is  generally  very  fat,  it  lives  upon  roots,  and  all 
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kinds  of  carrion,  drinks  a  vaft  deal ;  and,  tho’  an 
land  is  its  refidence,  yet  it  chiefly  loves  marfliy 
places  :  it  is  caught  by  fending  a  fmall  dog  after  it, 
who  barks  and  gives  notice  where  it  has  fheltered 
itfelf  under  ground,  when,  by  digging,  it  is  found  ; 
the  flefh  is  good  to  eat. 

In  Brafil,  there  is  a  kind  of  batts,  the  flze  of 
a  crow,  which  are  very  fierce  and  bite  violently, 
with  very  fharp  teeth ;  they  build  in  hollow  trees, 
and  old  walls  ;  there  are  alfo  in  that  country,  a 
kind  of  wild  geefe,  much  like  thofe  in  Europe, 
only  fomewhat  larger,  and  their  feathers  vary  more 
in  colour ;  they  are  water  birds,  and  generally 
prove  both  flefliy  and  well  tailed. 

The  bill  bird,  is  about  the  fize  of  a  wood 
pigeon  ;  it  has  a  faffron  coloured  crop  about 
the  neck,  of  three  or  four  fingers  in  compafs  ; 
its  feathers,  which  are  yellow  on  the  bread, 
and  black  on  all  other  parts,  are  tipped  with  red  ; 
its  bill  is  the  length  of  the  palm  of  a  hand,  and 
very  deep  ;  it  is  yellow  without,  and  red  within, 
being  rendered  managable  by  its  lightnefs. 

The  Brafilians  have  a  bird  among  them  called 
kiokoi,  which  appears  to  be  a  kind  of  crane,  is 
about  the  fize  of  our  fiorks,  and  very  pleafing  to 
fight.  Its  bill,  which  is  of  a  greenifh  yellow, 
meafures  about  fix  fingers  in  length,  is  flraight 
•and  fharp  ;  the  neck  is  fifteen  fingers  long,  the 
body  ten,  and  the  tail  five  ;  its  legs,  which  mea- 
fure  about  fourteen  fingers  in  length,  are  covered 
about  half  way  with  feathers,  the  neck  and  throat 
are  white,  the  head  black,  mixed  with  afh  colour  ; 
on  the  undermoll  part  of  the  neck,  there  are  long 
white  feathers  fit  for  a  plume  ;  the  flefh  of  this 
bird  is  good  and  of  an  agreeable  flavour  ;  there  is 
a  fmalier  kind  of  thefe  birds,-  about  the  fize  of  a 
duck,  the  flefh  of  which  is  alfo  eatable,  and  fome¬ 
what  like  that  of  a  crane. 
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The  barn  bird  is  peculiarly  odd  in  its  appearance, 
having  a  bill  near  feven  feet  and  a  half  long,  and  a 
crown  of  green  and  white  feathers  upon  its  head  ; 
one  half  of  which,  as  well  as  one  half  the  neck, 
has  no  feathers :  it  is  about  the  fize  of  a  flork,  ' 
and  proves  tolerable  food  when  fkinned  and 
boiled. 

Brafd  produces  many  more  forts  of  wild  fowl, 
which  vary  but  little  from  thofe  in  Europe,  one  fmall 
bird  excepted,  namely  the  hummingbird;  which, 
tho’  but  as  big  as  one  joint  of  a  finger,  makes  a  very 
loud  noife,  and  has  feathers  of  fo  variable  a  hue, 
that  turn  the  bird  which  way  you  pleafe,  it  fhews  of 
a  different  colour  ;  wherefore  the  Brafilian  women 
make  one  at  each  ear  fupply  the  place  of  pendants. 

The  rivers  and  lakes,  as  well  as  the  fea  coaft  of 
Brafd,  are  extremely  well  docked  with  variety  of 
fifh  ;  there  are  alfo  in  this  country  feveral  forts  of 
ferpents,  among  the  number  of  which,  we  find 
one  called  gekko,  from  its  condant  cry  ;  the  ding 
of  this  creature  proves  mortal,  unlefs  the  part 
wounded  is  cut  away,  or  burned  with  a  red  hot 
iron  ;  the  blood  is  of  fo  poifonous  a  nature,  that 
the  javanefes,  for  gekkos  are  plenty  in  the  ide  of 
Java,  dip  their  arrows  in  it  to  render  them  more 
mortal ;  and  frequently  tie  one  of  thefe  animals  by 
a  dring  to  the  deling,  that,  by  irritation,  they  may 
caufe  it  to  vomit  forth  a  yellowiih  liquor,  which 
they  catch  in  pots,  and  then  coagulate  in  the  fun  ; 
the  poifonous  quality  of  this  creature  is  particularly 
evinced  by  the  dreadful  effecls  from  an  outward 
application  of  its  urine,  which,  upon  touching  the 
fkin,  caufes  a  blacknefs  and  a  gangrene ;  the  cur¬ 
cuma-root,  which  we  call  turmeric,  is  deemed  by  the 
Brafdians  the  mod  powerful  remedy  for  this  poifon. 

The  rattle- fnake,  fo  named  from  a  noife  which 
its  tail  makes,  moves  with  fwiftnefs  almod  equal  to 
flight ;  the  miudre  of  its  body  is  about  the  thick- 
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nefs  of  a  man’s  arm  at  the  elbow,  and  tapers  both 
towards  the  head  and  tail ;  it  is  of  a  very  poifo- 
nons  nature  :  however,  as  it  may  be  heard  at  a 
confiderable  diflance,  there  is  no  great  danger. 
The  chief  remedy  ufed  by  the  Brafilians  againft  the 
venom  of  this  and  moll  other  ferpents,  is  a  plaifler 
made  from  ferpent’s  heads  bruifed  and  mixed  with 
falling  fpittle. 

The  guaku  or  liboya  is  a  ferpent  of  monflrous 
fize,  fome  of  them  being  eighteen,  twenty-four, 
nay  thirty  feet  long,  and  about  the  thicknefs  of  a 
man  ;  by  the  Portuguefe,  it  is  called  the  roe- buck 
ferpent,  becaufe  they  frequently  fwallow  deers  of 
that  kind,  or  indeed  of  any  other  that  come  in 
their  way  ;  it  is  not  fo  venomous  as  other  ferpents, 
and  the  flelli  is  by  fome  deemed  eatable ;  it  is  a 
very  voracious  ferpent,  and  will  leap  out  of  the 
hedges  upon  men  or  beafls.  Befides  thofe  which 
we  have  already  mentioned,  there  are  many  other 
kinds  of  ferpents  rnoilly  venomous,  and  differing 
only  in  point  of  fize  or  colour. 

The  fenembi  or  land  crocodile  is  a  creature  fre¬ 
quently  met  in  Brafil,  feldom  exceeding  five  feet  in 
length  ;  it  can  live  two  or  three  months  without 
food,  and  affords  flefn  as  eatable  and  as  white  as  a 
rabbit ;  in  its  head  are  found  certain  flones,  which, 
given  by  two  drams  at  a  time,  prove  an  infallible 
remedy  for  the  gravel. 

There  are  lizards  and  fcorpions  in  Brafil,  the 
former  of  which  are  fometimes  four  feet  in 
length  ;  thefe,  the  negroes  eat  with  fafety,  tho’ 
when  alive  their  fling  is  venomous ;  as  is  alfo  that  of 
the  fcorpions,  which  in  this  country  grow  to  a 
very  large  fize.  There  are  alfo  many  forts  of  pif- 
mires  here,  for  the  moil  part  of  a  very  different 
nature  and  conflruction  from  thofe  in  Europe,  be¬ 
ing  vaflly  larger  and  more  deflruclive  to  the  fruits 
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of  the  earth.  Various  kinds  of  bees  are  to  be  met 
with  in  Brafil,  which  ferve  the  fame  purpofe  as 
ours,  that  of  making  honey,  tho’  with  this  diffe¬ 
rence,  that  they  are  not  made,  as  amongd  us,  do- 
meffic  infefts,  by  being  kept  in  hives  ;  but  fix  their 
refidence  in  hollow  trees,  from  whence  the  effect 
of  their  indufiry  is  extradfed  by  different  methods. 

Among  other  forts  of  fpiders,  there  is  one  of  a 
remarkable  large  fize,  generally  found  in  dung¬ 
hills  or  the  cavities  of  hollow  trees,  which  weave 
cobwebs  like  other  fpiders ;  if  provoked,  they 
wound  with  a  fling  fo  fmall,  as  to  be  fcarcely 
vifible,  yet  fo  venomous,  that  it  raifes  a  blueifli 
fwelling,  which  is  very  painful,  and  dangerous  even 
to  death,  if  not  prevented  by  a  timely  antidote. 

Brafil  produces  plenty  of  wild  beads,  among 
the  reft  leopards  and  tygers ;  the  latter  extremely 
fierce,  in  fo  much  that  they  frequently  devour 
men  as  well  as  beads  :  there  is  alfo  another  favage 
-creature,  called  jack  over  fea,  amazingly  nimble* 
and  peculiarly  furious,  tearing,  without  didindlion, 
every  thing  weaker  than  itfelf,.  to  pieees. 

Having  thus  given  a  general  view  of  thofe  ani¬ 
mals  which  are  peculiar  to  Brafil,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  take  notice  of  fome  roots  and  trees  pro¬ 
duced  there.  The  fhrub  Mandioka,  to  which  the 
Brafilians  are  indebted  for  great  part  of  their  fuf- 
tenance,  claims  attention  fird  :  the  fhrub  itfelf  is 
modly  called  maniiba  or  mandiiba ;  there  are  feve- 
ral  kinds,  but  the  root  is  always  named  mandioka, 
which  root  dried,  powdered,  and  afterwards  bak¬ 
ed  in  the  manner  of  European  bread,  ferves  as 
the  common  foood  of  the  inhabitants  of  America : 
this  root  fomewhat  refembles  our  parfiiip  ;  it  will 
only  grow  in  dry  foil,  and  is,  when  ripe,  about 
two  or  three  feet  in  length,  and  the  thicknefs  of  a 
man’s  arm ;  each  fhrub  will  produce  three,  four, 
and  fometimes  twenty  roots,  which  roots  will  not 
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keep  above  three  days  out  of  the  ground,  where¬ 
fore  they  are  always  dried  and  converted  into 
meal ;  the  root  mandioka,  being  prefled,  yields 
a  certain  juice  which  furniffies  a  fediment  that  ferves 
inflead  of  pafle,  and  mixed  with  fugar-rice  and 
orange  flower- water,  makes  a  very  agreeable  con- 
ferve  :  there  are  feveral  other  methods  of  prepar¬ 
ing  this  root  for  ufe,  which,  however,  as  they 
tend  to  the  fame  purpofe,  we  fhall  not  particu¬ 
larize  ;  there  is  one  great  peculiarity  appertaining 
to  the  mandioka,  which  is,  that  eaten  frefh,  it 
proves  a  mortal  poifon  to  the  human  fpecies,  tho’ 
roafted,  it  is  not  of  the  leafl:  ill  confequence  ;  and 
it  is  alfo  a  worthy  remark,  that  tho’  all  kinds  of 
beads  will  eat  and  grow  fat  upon  this  root,  yet  the 
juice  of  it  proves  pernicious  to  them  as  well  as  to 
men.  About  three  bufhels  of  the  meal  made  of 
thefe  roots,  is  deemed  fuffident  to  ferve  a  hard 
working  man  for  a  month  ;  and  a  piece  of  ground 
planted  with  them,  will  produce  four  times  the 
quantity  that  the  fame  fpace  would  do,  if  fown  with 
wheat. 

The  fenfitive  plant  is  alfo  found  in  Brafll,  and 
the  fruit  called  calabafnes,  the  rinds  of  which 
are  fo  thick,  that  when  dried  they  wall  fupply  the 
places  of  cups,  poringers,  &c.  and  what  may  be 
deemed  furprizing  is,  that  they  vary  greatly  in 
ihape,  fome  being  round,  and  others  long  ;  the 
trees  bloflom  and  bear  a  fruit  once  a  month,  which 
is  tolerably  agreeable  to  the  tafte,  but  being  too 
reflringent,  proves  very  unwholefome. 

There  is  a  tree  which  the  Brafllians  call  ima- 
karu,  that  having  no  peculiar  or  remarkable  qua¬ 
lity,  we  only  mention  by  name,  and  proceed  to 
obferve  another  named  pako  kaatinga,  which 
much  refembles  cane  in  its  appearance,  and  bears  a 
fruit  on  the  top  of  its  flem,  not  unlike  a  pine 
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apple  ;  the  ftalk  being  chewed,  draws  rheum  from 
the  head,  and  diflolves  the  Rone  in  the  bladder. 

All  over  Brafil,  but  chiefly  in  the  ifle  of  Ha- 
marika,  grows  a  tree  called  katjou,  which  bears 
two  different  forts  of  blolfom  and  fruit;  the  white 
bloffoms  produce  a  foft  fpungy  kind  of  apple, 
from  whence  the  Brafllians  make  a  fort  of  fider, 
which,  feafoned  with  fugar,  has  much  the  relifh  of 
Rhenifh  wine,  and  is  a  very  heady  liquor,  tho’  not 
unwholfome,  as  it  pafles  off  quickly. 

Chili  lada,  or  Brafil  pepper,  grows  on  knotty 
flalks  of  about  five  or  fix  feet  high ;  the  rind, 
which  is  dark  green,  is  divided  by  white  rings, 
from  whence  fhoot  forth  fmall  branches  of  about 
four  inches  in  length,  which  bear  fmall  white  flow*’ 
ers,  and  thefe  produce  the  pepper  feed. 

The  fugar  canes,  called  by  the  Brafllians  viba, 
are  of  two  forts,  the  one  being  diftinguifhed  by 
fmall,  the  other  by  large  leaves ;  the  latter,  which 
is  efleemed  the  beft,  fprouts  up  a  long  ftetn  about 
the  thicknefs  of  a  child’s  arm  :  thefe  canes  are  pro¬ 
pagated  by  planting  fmall  flips,  which,  if  they  are 
put  into  a  good  foil  and  kept  free  from  weeds,  will 
in  fix  months  produce  a  brown  feed  at  the  top, 
and  then  they  are  fit  to  be  cut ;  if  they  fland  lon¬ 
ger,  their  juice  diminifhes  and  turns  four  :  low 
grounds  are  much  better  for  fugar  canes  than  hills, 
and  they  thrive  particularly  where  the  foil  in  which 
they  are  planted  is  frequently  overflowed  by  fome 
adjacent  river.  The  fugar  produced  from  thefe 
canes,  is  not  extracted  without  much  labour,  but 
being  a  moll  profitable  commodity,  well  repays 
the  labourers  toil  ;  Dutch  Brafil,  is  computed  to 
yield  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  chefls  annually. 


CHAP, 


1 86  THE  VOYAGES  OF 


CHAP.  XII. 


Nimhoff's  account  of  Brafil  concluded . 


R  A  S I L  wood,  well  known  in  Europe,  from 


11  its  utility  in  dying,  is  cut  from  trees  of  two 
or  three  fathom  thick ;  there  is  nothing  very  re¬ 
markable  in  thefe  trees,  but  as  they  cenflitute  part 
of  the  trade  of  the  country,  they  deferve  to  be  men¬ 
tioned,  as  does  alfo  the  tree  named  tiinbo,  which, 
on  account  of  its  flexible  nature,  is  converted  into 
hoops,  at  the  fame  time  that  its  bark  fupplies  the 
place  of  hemp. 

Among  many  forts  of  palm  trees  to  be  found  in 
Brafll,  that  named  pindava  claims  the  preference 
as  faired  and  mod  beautiful  ;  there  is  another 
fort,  called  by  the  Portuguefe  tamar  or  date,  from 
its  bearing  a  fruit  flmilar  to  that  of  the  date  tree  : 
neither  the  fruit  or  timber  of  this  tree  is  any  thing 
confiderable  ;  and  the  pindava  is  for  little  more 
than  ornament ;  however,  indead  of  bark,  it  is  co¬ 
vered  with  a  white  rough  excrefcence,  which  con¬ 
tains  a  fulphureous  fubdance  that  the  Brafilians, 
by  preparation,  convert  into  a  drong  lee,  and  bears 
a  fort  of  fruit  which  is  eatable. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  coco  trees  in  Bra¬ 
fil,  which  generally  rife  very  crooked,  grow  to  the 
thicknefs  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet,  and  reach 
fifty  feet  in  heigh th  ;  it  is  worthy  remark,  that  thefe 
trees  have  no  branches,  but,  in  dead  thereof,  have 
fifteen  or  fixteen  leaves  round  their  tops,  which 
firetch  to  the  enormous  length  of  fifteen  or  fix¬ 
teen  feet. 

Having  thus  fketched  out  a  general  view  of  the 
animal  and  vegetable  produdls  of  Brafil,  we  fliall 
now  return  to  Mr.  Nieuhoff,  whom  we  left  pre¬ 
pared  for  his  return  to  Holland,  in  purfuance  of 
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which,  July  the  23d,  1649,  embarked  on  board 
the  Union,  captain  Albert  Jantz,  and  reached,  with¬ 
out  any  material  intervening  occurrence,  the  bland 
of  Corfu,  which  is  one  of  the  nine  iilands  called 
by  the  Dutch,  Flemming  iflands ;  the  larged:  of 
which,  named  Tercera,  is  about  fixteen  leagues  in 
circumference ;  it  is  fruitful,  tho’  rocky,  and  main¬ 
tains  a  confiderable  quantity  of  oxen ;  there  is  a 
fpring  in  it  of  fo  petrifying  a  quality,  that  it  turns 
wood  into  krone ;  befides  which,  there  are  fever al 
fprings  fo  hot,  that  they  are  capable  of  boiling 
eggs ;  this  bland  is  very  liable  to  earthquakes. 

From  the  ifle  Corfu,  Mr.  NieuhofF  proceeded 
forward  on  his  voyage,  and  reached  Fluffmgen 
fafely,  September  the  19th,  where  he  paifed  five 
days  of  refrefhment,  and  then  continued  his  jour¬ 
ney  to  his  native  country,  where  he  had,  to  recom- 
pence  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  his  voyage  to 
Brafil,  the  unfpeakable  comfort  of  meeting  his 
parents  and  many  friends  in  good  health. 

As  many  difputes  arofe  concerning  the  lofs  of 
Dutch  Brafil,  fome  malecontents  charging  it  to 
the  mifmanagement,  or,  indeed,  treachery  of  the 
great  council,  when  meffieurs  Hamel  Bullaeflrete, 
and  Bas,  were  members  thereof,  an  enquiry  into 
the  circum (lances  of  that  affair  may  prove  fatis- 
fadlory ;  by  exculpating  thofe  unjuffly  charged 
with  guilt,  and  fixing  the  cenfure  where  it  ought 
to  lie. 

Among  many  reafons  affigned  for  the  revolt  of 
the  Portuguefe,  that  of  recovering  their  liberty 
feems  to  be  the  principal,  as  indeed  it  is  the  mod: 
natural ;  where  language,  manners,  and,  above  all, 
religion,  to  which  the  Portuguefe  are  remarkable 
bigots,  differ  fo  widely,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered, 
there  fhould  be  fecret  antipathies,  which  antipa¬ 
thies  excite  the  people  to  deftroy  the  caufes  of 
them ;  add  to  this,  the  weaknefs  of  Dutch  Brafil, 

which 
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which  alone  was  enough  to  create  a  fpirit  of  revolt  \ 
fo  that,  upon  afiriff  examination,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  great  council  were  more  deficient  in  power 
than  wifdom,  integrity,  or  diligence.  It  is  a  firft 
principle  in  policy,  that  a  conquered  country  mult 
be  maintained  by  military  power,  unlefs  the  Por- 
tuguefe  and  Spanifh  method  of  extirpating  the  na¬ 
tives,  by  mafiacre,  is  thought  preferable ;  how 
then  was  it  poffible  to  defend  Dutch  Brafil  again!! 
a  multitude  of  bofom  foes,  when  the  garrifons 
were  not  fufficient  for  keeping  in  awe  the  malecon- 
tents  of  a  fettled  government,  much  lefs  thofe  of 
a  conquered  country,  where  there  were  not  only 
enflaved  natives,  but  alfo  vaft  numbers  of  a  rival 
nation,  who  viewed  the  government  with  jealous 
eyes,  and  watched  for  opportunities  of  difturbing 
the  public  tranquillity. 

On  the  conqueft  of  Brafil  by  the  Dutch,  the 
Portuguefe  were  left  in  quiet  pofieffion  of  their  fu- 
gar  mills  and  plantations,  by  which  the  Dutch 
were  prevented  from  getting  fuch  footing  in  the 
country  as  they  might  have  done ;  there  were  alio 
'  fuch  heavy  taxes  impofed,  that  the  Dutch  fubjeffs 
being  poorer  than  the  Portuguefe,  could  not  bear 
them ;  whereas,  had  there  been  true  policy  ex¬ 
erted,  fuch  immunities  fhould  have  been  granted 
as  would  have  put  the  Dutch  upon  as  refpeftable, 
if  not  a  preferable  footing  to  the  Portuguefe  ;  be- 
fides,  the  military  efiablifhment  was  fo  very  ill 
fupported,  that  tho’  count  Maurice,  in  the  year 
1641,  produced  an  efiimate,  which  proved  the 
neceffity  of  maintaining  at  lead  feven  thoufand 
men  to  defend  the  garrifoned  places  in  that  country, 
the  fiates  of  Holland,  after  the  conclufion  of  a  ten 
years  truce  with  Portugal,  would  allow  no  more 
than  two  thoufand  feven  hundred. 

And  tho’  repeated  remonftrances  were  made 
againil  fo  impolitic  a  reduction,  yet  the  fiates  re- 
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folved  upon  it ;  and  when  intefiine  commotions, 
fpirited  by  foreign  afliflance,  threw  affairs  into  a 
molt  deplorable  fituation,  fuch  trifling  and  tedi¬ 
ous  fuccours  were  fent  from  Holland,  that  things 
grew  worfe  and  worfe  every  day,  till,  by  the  year 
1754,  all  the  fortified  places  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Portuguefe,  which,  by  the  peace  concluded 
in  1660,  they  were  confirmed  in  the  poflefiion  of; 
at  which  time,  among  other  articles,  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  were  fiipulated. 

Firft,  that  in  lieu  of  Dutch  Brafil,  the  Portu¬ 
guefe  fhould  pay  the  Dutch  eighty  tuns  of  gold,  or 
the  value  thereof  in  commodities,  or  by  a  mort¬ 
gage  on  the  Portuguefe  cufioms :  fecondly,  that 
the  places  on  each  fide  fhould  remain  in  the  quiet 
poflefiion  of  thofe  in  whofe  hands  they  were  at 
that  time  :  and  lafily,  that  a  free  trade  fhould  be 
allowed  to  the  Dutch  in  Portugal,  Africa,  and 
Brafil,  without  being  liable  to  any  duties,  but 
fuch  as  were  impofed  on  the  native  Portuguefe. 


Mr.  . 
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Mr.  John  Nieuhoff’s  VOYAGE 
to  the  East-Indies. 


CHAP.  I. 

if dr.  Nienhojf  embarks  for  the  EaJl'Indies ;  arrives 
at  the  ijl'ands  of  St.  Vincent  and  St.  Anthony  :  fo?ne 
account  of  thefe  places  ;  alfo  of  the  foil,  producti¬ 
ons  ,  and  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  to¬ 
gether  with  its  beajis 5  birds ,  i and  f floes  :  of  the 
vaft  f Cupidity  of  the  natives :  their  marriage  cere - 
monies  :  our  author  goes  to  Java 5  thence  to  China 9 
and  returns  to  Europe . 

/%  UGUST  the  23d,  1653,  Mr.  NieuhofF 
embarked  at  Amfterdam  for  the  Eaft  In- 
X  J&.  dies,  on  board  the  Calf,  Cornelius  Juft 
mailer. 

Gftober  the  10th,  they  came  in  view  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  in  the  bay  of  which  they 
came  to  anchor  about  noon,  and  provided  them- 
felves  with  frefh  water  and  goats,  as  well  as  with 
plenty  of  oranges,  lemons,  pumpkins,  and  other 
forts  of  fruit,  which  they  purchafed  at  very  trifling 
rates. 

St. Vincent  is  one  of  the  fait  iflands  ;  it  is  about 
five  leagues  in  circumference,,  and  fubiedf  to  the 
Portuguefe.  The  inhabitants,  who  live  in  a  •moll 
miferable  manner,  have  no  women  among  them,  are 
negroes  fent  thither  from  feveral  neighbouring  co¬ 
lonies  to  catch  wild  goats,  the  Heins  of  which  they 
fend  to  Portugal,  where  they  fell  to  advantage. 


Another 
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Another  of  thefe  iflands  is  called  St.  Anthony, 
and  abounds  with  fruits  of  all  forts,  as  well  as 
plenty  of  wild  fowl.  They  failed  from  this  place 
on  the  26th,  and  on  the  9th  of  March  got  into 
the  Table  bay,  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  about 
noon,  the  wind  blowing  brifkly  from  the  fouth- 
weft :  it  was  well  they  arrived  here  fo  foon,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  plenty  of  medicines  and  refrefhments 
of  all  forts,  for  which  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is 
remarkable,  above  forty  of  their  men  lying  fick, 
befides  eight  that  they  had  loft  upon  the  voyage. 
The  fields  about  the  Cape,  a  little  way  up  the 
country,  are  covered  with  lillies  and  tulips.  Things 
in  general  are  extremely  dear  here,  arrack  felling 
for  fix-pence  a  quartern,  brandy  for  a  Chilling,  and 
a  flzeable  water  melon  at  no  lefs  than  half  a 
crown.  The  Hottentots,  who  are  fometimes  very 
fhy  of  trafficking  with  Grangers,  exchange  their 
cattle  for  tobacco-pipes,  bits  of  copper,  and  other 
toys. 

Olives,  apricots,  oranges,  and  peaches  thrive 
here  very  well :  the  air  in  general  is  wholfome, 
temperate  and  clear  ;  and  tho’  they  have  fome  ice 
in  June  and  July,  which  is  their  winter,  yet  it 
never  comes  to  any  great  thicknefs. 

The  woods  are  full  of  partridges,  pheafants, 
geefe,  quails,  crows,  ducks,  teal,  water-fnipes, 
wild  peacocks,  hawks,  ravens,  magpies,  fp arrows, 
black  and  white  cranes,  and  ofbriches  of  a  pro- 
digious  fize ;  they  are  grey,  and  never  fly,  but  ex¬ 
pand  their  wings  when  they  run,  which  they  do 
as  faff  as  a  horfe  in  full  fpeed. 

The  oxen  here  are  fat,  and  fome  that  have  no 
horns  are  above  a  foot  and  a  half  higher  than  any 
to  be  found  in  Europe. 

The  fea-cow  is  found  in  great  plenty  upon  the 
coaft  ;  it  is  as  large  as  a  heifer,  without  hair  .or 
horns,  having  a  fhort  tail  and  thick  legs  lice  an 

elephant : 
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elephant  :  its  eyes  are  round,  its  ears  long,  and 
Its  teeth  very  large  ;  the  flelh  of  it  will  keep  when 
faked,  and  eats  fomething  like  coarfe  Dutch  beef. 

The  iron  pig,  which  is  a  native  of  the  Cape,  is 
a  very  curious  fort  of  animal :  its  fkin  is  huck 
round  with  fpikes,  which;  by  contra&ing,  it  can 
fhoot  out  againh  its  enemies  ;  and  a  dead  lion 
was  once  found  in  the  woods  with  one  of  thefe 
fpikes  hruck  thro’  him,  which  was  undoubtedly 
the  caufe  of  his  death. 

The  fheep  of  the  Cape  have  no  wool,  but  are 
covered  with  hair  like  goats ;  and  their  tails,  which 
are  a  lump  of  fat,  often  weigh  above  twenty 
pounds. 

The  jackall  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  mok  quick- 
fcented  animals  in  the  world,  and  fo  very  vora¬ 
cious  that  it  will  dig  ten  feet  deep  after  a  dead 
carcafe  :  it  is  fuppofed  often  to  fupply  the  lion  with 
prey. 

The  inland  country  is  full  of  tygers,  lions, 
wolves,  leopards,  rhinoceroes,  and  a  creature 
not  unlike  an  elephant  ;  but  there  being  a  reward 
offered  for  the  head  of  every  wild  beak  that  is 
brought  to  the  Dutch  governor,  there  are  few  now 
to  be  found  on  the  fea-fhore. 

Whales  are  fometimes  found  in  the  Table  bay  ; 
but  they  are  very  lean  ;  and  among  their  fifties, 
to  mok  of  the  fpecies  of  which  we  are  krangers, 
is  the  foal,  the  Hottentot  fifh,  fomething  like  a 
cod  ;  and  the  torpedo,  or  cramp-fifh,  fo  called 
from  its  communicating  that  diforder  to  thofe 
whom  it  chances  to  touch  while  it  is  alive. 

We  have  obferved  elfewhere,  that  the  natives 
of  the  Cape,  who  are  called  Hottentots  from 
their  hammering,  are  the  nakiek  people  in  the 
world  ;  and  the  mothers  always  cut  out  the  right 
tehicle  of  the  male  child  as  foon  as  ’tis  born,  in 
order  to  make  him  the  fwifter  of  foot.  They  are 

for 
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for  the  mold  part  fo  very  Rapid,  that  .if  you  (hut 
them  up  in  a  houfe,  with  the  windows  clofe, 
and  the  door  latched,  they  will  have  no  notion  of 
effecting  an  efcape,  being  in  this  relpedt  inferior  to 
beads,  which  generally  endeavour  to  free  them- 
felves  from  bondage.  Their  attachment  to  their 
own  country  is  furprifmg  ;  for  it  has  been  known 
that  a  Hottentot,  after  his  return  from  Europe, 
where  he  has  lived  for  many  years,  has  rejected  his 
manners  with  his  cloaths,  and  returned  to  his  foot 
and  his  garbage. 

The  maids  are  diftinguilhed  from  the  married 
women,  by  having  green  twigs  tied  about  their 
legs ;  and  thefe  on  the  wedding-day  are  removed 
for  dried  guts. 

When  a  girl  is  married  to  a  man,  the  firfl  joint 
of  her  little  finger  is  cut  off  and  buried,  after 
having  been  fome  time  tied  to  her  huiband’s 
middle  finger. 

They  are  divided  into  many  different  nations, 
the  moll  cunning  of  which  are  thofe  which  inha¬ 
bit  near  the  cape  :  they  have  no  fixed  habitation, 
but  wander  about  like  the  Tartars  and  Arabs, 
carrying  with  them  their  wives  and  children. 

No  place  in  the  world  is  more  fubjedf  to  Jftorms 
than  tie  cape  ;  but  fhips  are  fufficiently  fheltered 
from  their  violence  by  the  feveral  commodious 
bays  wherewith  nature  has  provided  it. 

March  the  13th,  they  quitted  the  cape,  fleer¬ 
ing  their  courfe  weflward,  and  on  the  24th  of 
May  anchored  to  the  north-north-eafl  of  the 
i'le  of  Java,  where  feveral  boats  came  off  to  them 
with  provifions  and  refrelhments  ;  they  left  this 
place  on  the  26th  ;  and  on  the  30th,  about  four 
in  the  afternoon  arrived  off  the  eity  of  Batavia, 
where  our  author  went  afhore,  and  was  fooni  after 
fent  in  the  train  of  an  embaffy  from  the  governor 
of  Batavia  to  China,  in  quality  of  a  Reward.  Af- 
Vol.  IV.  K  ter. 
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ter  his  return  from  thence  he  made  a  voyage  home 
in  a  (hip  called  the  Pearl,  and  arrived  in  Amfter- 
dam  on  the  6th  of  July,  1658. 

CHAP.  II. 

Our  author  reimbarks for  Batavia ,  as  a fuper cargo  in 
the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company's  fervid ;  he  is  fent 
from  thence  to  Jmhoina ;  that  if  and' s  fuhjedion , 
fituaiion ,  commodities ,  but  particularly  the  clove- 
tree  defcribed :  he  arrives  at  'Malacca  ;  a  defer ip- 
tion  of  that  city  ;  it  furrenders  to  the  Portuguefe , 
<70  d  /j  taken  from  the?n  hy  the  Dutch  ;  /Vi  trade , 
•modities ,  inhabitants ,  #/"  //6<?  night  people  :  the 

divifons  of  the  kingdom  of  Malacca  :  long  nails 
a  mark  of  high  birth  :  mifreffes  let  out  by  the  months 
and  very faithful :  an  account  of  the  queen  of  Pa  tan  ; 
her  vaji  magnificence :  the  flip’s  crezv  in  danger  of 
being  poifoned  :  the  cook’ s  roguery  difeovered  :  they 
arrive  at  Wingurla  :  the  queen  of  Golconda  vifits 
Mahomed s  tomb  \  her  attendants  defcribed \  herleai  n- 
ing  and  reception  by  the  Dutch  factors  at  Wingur¬ 
la  :  our  author  comes  to  the  city  of  Gamron :  water 
fcarce  here  ;  heat  intolerable :  how  to  prefrve  Jhips 
from  its  imrufion . 

DEcember  the  22d,  1658,  Mr.  John  NieuhofF 
was  ordered  by  the  Eait  India  company  to 
embark  on  board  a  {hip  called  the  Arnheim,  of 
five  hundred  tons,  carrying  forty  guns  and  four 
hundred  and  thirty  men.  They  came  to  anchor 
before  the  city  of  Batavia,  July  the  18th,  1659, 
where  Mr.  NieuhofF  havinn  delivered  up  his  charge 
as  fupercargo,  was  ordered  on  board  the  Hen¬ 
rietta  Louifa,  bound  for  Amboina,  fome  of  the 
company’s  goods  being  delivered  to  his  care. 
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Amboina  is  by  fome  counted  one  of  the  Moluc¬ 
ca  illands  ;  it  lies  in  three  degrees  of  fouth  lati¬ 
tude,  twenty-four  leagues  from  the  hie  of  Banda  ; 
is  about  twenty-four  leagues  in  circumference* 
and  abounds  with  cloves,  which  were  flrft  planted 
there  in  the  year  1 636.  The  inhabitants  are  entire¬ 
ly  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  and  are  divided  into  villages,  each  of  which* 
is  obliged  to  furnifh  its  annual  quota  of  fpice.  The 
air  of  the  ifland  is  but  indifferent,  and  infedls  the 
body  with  a  fcrophulous  diiorder,  not  unlike  the 
French  pox,  which  is  eafily  cured  in  the  firft 
ftage,  but  is  found  very  flubborn  if  allowed  to 
proceed  to  any  height. 

Amboina  is  fertile  in  mullet,  tobacco,  coco,  po¬ 
tatoes,  oranges,  lemons,  citron,  fugar,  bamboes, 
&c.  The  nutmegs  are  not  fo  good  here  as  in  the 
other  illands  :  its  moil:  remarkable  commodity  is 
the  clove,  the  tree  of  which  has  a  pyramidical  form, 
with  a  leaf  like  a  laurel,  growing  on  a  long  final! 
Hock,  the  flocks  chaffering  together  ;  and  near  the 
extremities  of  the  branches  they  are  of  a  purple 
colour.  The  clove  bloffom  is  at  firfl  white,  then 
turns  green,  then  red,  and  laft  of  all,  a  dark  yel¬ 
low.  They  thrive  belt  in  dry  weather,  and  the 
feafon  of  gathering  them  is  from  September  to  Fe¬ 
bruary.  It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  fay,  that  the  cloves 
attract  the  moiffure  of  the  earth  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  nothing  will  grow  within  its  fhade  ;  for  the  bar- 
renefsof  the  ground  round  them  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  great  care  of  the  owners,  who  grub  up  eve¬ 
ry  thing  near  them,  that  the  nourifhment  may  not 
be  carried  away  by  any  other  channel. 

Part  of  the  ifland  of  Amboina  is  under  the  ju~ 
rifdidtion  of  the  Eaff  India  company,  and  part  of 
it  under  that  of  the  king  of  Tarnate. 

There  was  a  large  crocodile  killed,  during  our 
author’s  refidence,  at  the  port  Victoria,  which  place 
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belongs  to  the  Dutch  :  it  had  lived  a  great  while 
in  the  ditch,  deftroying  the  governor’s  poultry, 
and  once  made  an  attack  upon  his  fecretary,  who 
narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life. 

The  inhabitants  were  formerly  pagans  and  cani- 
bals,  but  at  prefent  they  are  Mahometans  and  Chrif- 
tians.  The  men  are  brave,  but  deceitful,  and  very 
lazy,  with  thin  beards  and  large  whifkers.  Their 
weapons  are  bows,  arrows,  half-pikes,  javelins, 
fcymitars,  and  a  kind  of  poifoned  arrow,  the 
wound  whereof  is  mortal,  and  thefe  they  blow 
thro’  hollow  pipes.  They  are  dextrous  in  manag- 
ing  fire-arms,  and  have  no  covering  but  a  piece  of 
fluff  wrapped  round  their  buttocks  and  belly. 

The  women  are  extremely  lafcivious,  and  very 
fond  of  Europeans  :  if  their  gallants  prove  falfe, 
they  are  fure  to  poifon  them  ;  but,  as  the  dofe  that 
they  adminifter  produces  a  lingring  death,  fhe  who 
gives  it  is  generally  poffeffed  of  an  antidote  which 
can  avert  its  confequences.  Our  author  left  this 
place  on  the  3d  of  May,  and  arrived  at  Batavia 
on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month.  He  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  difpatced  on  a  voyage  to  the  Pifcadore  iflands, 
from  whence  he  went  to  the  ifland  of  Teywan, 
which  place  he  quitted  on  the  1 1  th  of  December, 
and  came  on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month  to  the  city 
of  Malacca,  the  capital  of  a  kingdom  of  the  fame 
name,  which  was  formerly  fuppofed  to  be  joined 
to  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  by  a  fmall  neck  of  land 
that  is  at  prefent  loft  in  the  ocean.  This  city  lies 
in  two  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of  north  lati¬ 
tude;  it  is  populous,  large,  and  clofe-built,  fome 
of  the  houfes  being  of  ffone,  but  moll  of  them  of 
flrong  bamboe-cane.  The  flreets  are  broad  and 
band  feme,  planted  on  each  fide  with  trees. 

Malacca  furrendered  to  the  Portuguefe,  under 
the  command  of  general  Albuquerque  in  the  year 
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1510,  after  an  affiliate  refinance,  the  king  being 
obliged  to  fly  to  the  woods,  where  he  died.  It 
was  re-taken  from  the  Portuguefe  by  the  Dutch  in 
the  year  1 640,  after  a  flege  of  fix  months,  and  in 
it  was  found  a  vafi  booty. 

It  is  a  place  of  prodigious  great  trad^,  in  geld, 
precious  Rones,  and  all  the  rarities  of  the  eafh 
The  harbour  is  one  of  the  fin  eft  in  the  Indies,  and 
always  crouded  with  fhips  from  China,  Japan,  Siam, 
Bengal,  Coromandel,  Banda,  Java,  Sumatra,  &c* 
The  coin  of  this  place  was  formerly  only  tin,  be¬ 
ing  of  great  weight,  but  little  value ;  but  at  pre- 
fent  both  gold  and  fiver  is  current  here,  apiece  of 
eight  palling  for  two  gilders  and  eleven  fivers. 

They  weigh  goods  by  the  great  and  fmall  bar  ; 
the  great  bar  conlifis  of  two  hundred  kattees,  each 
kattee  being  twenty-fix  tayls,  of  thirty-eight  and 
a  half  Portuguefe  ounces,  and  each  tayle  one  ounce 
and  an  half.  A  fmall  bar  contains  two  hundred 
kattees,  each  kattee  weighing  twenty-two  tayls. 

The  natives  of  Malacca  are  tawny,  with  long 
black  hair,  large  eyes,  and  flat  nofes ;  they  go 
naked,  except  a  piece  of  fuff  wrapped  about  their 
middle.  The  women  are  extremely  proud,  very 
fond  of  gold  bracelets  and  ear-rings,  as  well  as  of 
precious  fones  and  fine  fllks. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  men  in  Malacca,  who  can 
fee  only  in  the  dark,  being  blind  all  day,  which 
they  generally  fpend  in  fleeping,  never  riling  till  fin- 
let.  They  are  well  proportioned,  and  in  com¬ 
plexion  fomething  like  the  Europeans ;  their  feet 
are  bent  inward,  and  their  hair  of  a  yellowifh 
hue,  is  extremely  long,  that  of  the  women  hang¬ 
ing  down  to  their  hips. 

The  vaf  tract  of  land  called  Malacca  or  Ma¬ 
laya,  is  the  mof  fouthern  of  all  the  Eaf  Indies, 
comprehending,  befdesmany  other  kingdoms,  thofe 
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of  Pahorn,  Pera,  Queda,  Jor,  Ligoor,  Tan  a  (Ten, 
jor  is  fituated  at  the  Preights  of  Malacca,  and 
abounds  with  lemons,  ananas,  bananas,  citrons  as 
large  as  a  man’s  head,  and  other  Indian  fruits. 
Here  is  alfo  great  Pore  of  pepper,  cinnamon, 
buffaloes,  monkies,  flags,  and  fea-monPers.  The 
Inhabitants  are  brave,  but  lafcivious,  proud,  and 
lying,  civil  and  deceitful :  their  complexions  are 
light  blue  ;  their  nofes  are  crooked,  and  their  teeth 
are  black :  they  wear  their  nails  extremely  long, 
and  paint  them  yellow  ;  length  of  nails  is  among 
them  a  mark  of  quality.  Their  richer  fort  of  people 
wear  poinards  fet  with  precious  Pones;  and  Ra- 
tifpont  king  of  Jor,  who  came  on  board  the  Dutch 
fleet  in  1608,  had  a  poinard  by  his  fide  fet  with 
iapphires  and  diamonds  that  were  valued  at  fifty 
thoufand  gilders.  He  had  three  gold  chains  about 
his  neck,  which  were  alfo  curioufly  adorned  with 


precious  Pones. 


In  the  kingdom  of  Pahan  are  found  nutmegs, 
mace,  pepper,  hogs  Pones,  which  are  a  good  an¬ 
tidote  to  expel  poifon,  camphire,  and  eaglewvood, 


font,  above  all,  gold  and  diamonds. 

The  capital  city,  which  takes  its  name  from  the 
kingdom,  is  fituated  about  a  league  from  the  fea- 
ihore,  and  is  inhabited  only  by  the  nobility,  the 
poorer  fort  living  in  the  fuburbs,  It  is  not  large, 
and  round  it  runs  a  wall  four  fathoms  high,  made 
of  the  trunks  of  trees  joined  one  within  the  other 
very  Prongly  and  compadlly.  The  king’s  palace  is 
of  wGod ;  the  other  houfes  are  of  reed  and  Praw  : 
the  Preets  are  enclofed  on  each  fide  with  hedges 
of  reeds,  planted  with  coco ;  fo  that  the  place 
looks  rather  like  a  garden  than  a  city. 

The  kingdom  of  Potany  is  temperate  and  fruit¬ 
ful,  abounding  with,  rice^  and  fruits  of  all  forts, 
as  well  as  pepper.  They  plough  their  ground 
with  oxen,  and  their  woods  are  Pocked  with  flags, 
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wild  boars,  which  do  a  great  deal  of  mifchief,  buf¬ 
faloes,  elephants,  tygers,  apes,  and  monkeys.  They 
have  alfo  geefe  and  ducks,  and  a  fpecies  of  turtle¬ 
doves,  the  feathers  of  which  are  finely  variegated. 
The  fea  abounds  with  cray-fifh,  oyfiers,  tortoife, 
&c,  and  in  the  hills  are  very  valuable  mines. 

The  natives  of  Potany  are  of  an  afh-coloured 
complexion,  but  well-fhaped,  proud,  and  oflenta- 
tious  :  they  are  however  civil  in  converfation,  arid 
no  great  foldiers.  They  are  extremely  jealous  ; 
and  tho’  adultery  is  frequent  among  them,  the  wo¬ 
men  being  extremely  addifted  to  venery,  yet  it  is 
punifhed  with  death  when  found  out,  the  crimi¬ 
nal’s  neareft  relation,  tho’  it  fhould  be  a  father,  be-’ 
ing  by  the  laws  obliged  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
executioner  ;  yet  fornication  is  thought  little  of. 

The  nobility  keep  many  female  flaves,  whom. 
-  they  let  out  to  hire  as  paramours,  at  fo  much  a 
month;  and  nothing  is  commoner  than  for  aflran- 
ger  to  have  his  choice  of  young  women,  who  will 
make  a  bargain  to  live  with  him  during  his  flay 
amongfi:  them,  for  certain  wages.  This  woman,  by 
day,  does  all  the  neceflary  houfhold  offices,  and 
ferves  as  a  bed-fellow  by  night;  but  then  a  man 
mull  be  careful  to  have  no  commerce  with  any 
other  woman  ;  and  he  may  afiu redly  rely  upon  the 
fidelity  of  her  whom  he  hires.  The  natives  are, 
for  the  moil  part,  lazy  and  idle,  the  traffic  being 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Chinefe.  The  chief 
riches  of  the  natives  confifis  in  lands  and  flaves, 
and  the  foreign  merchants  fupply  them  with  all 
forts  of  rich  commodities. 

Their  cloths  come  from  Bengal ;  they  have  fan- 
dal-wood  from  Java,  camphire,  (laves,  wax,  and 
bezoar  fiones  from  Borneo  ;  rice,  fait,  lead,  and 
gold  from  Siam  ;  porcelain,  iron,  copper,  and  all 
forts  of  white  and  yellow  filks  from  China,  fcymi- 
tars  from  Japan,  &c. 
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From  Patan  the  people  of  Labor  get  rice,  fait, 
fowl,  and  oxen:  thofe  of  Malacca  are  thence  alfo 
fupplied  with  the  bezoar-fione  :  to  Borneo  they 
fend  iron,  Peel,  and  copper ;  to  China,  pepper, 
camphire,.fandal- wood, both  white  and  yellow,  {kins, 
ivory,  fkc.  and  to  Japan,  tin, lead,  lilk,&c.  The  coun¬ 
try  is  fo  populous  as  to  be  able  to  bring  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  thoufand  armed  men  into  the  field. 
It  is  tributary  to  the  king  of  Siam,  and  pays  yearly 
home  fine  deaths,  velvets,  fcarlet-cloths,  and  a  curi¬ 
ous  artificial  flower,  richly  wrought  with  gold. 

This  kingdom  was  governed  in  the  year  1602 
by  a  woman,  who  tho*  a  widow,  was  then  but  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  age ;  her  name  was  Pratie,  and  fire 
kept  in  her  court  a  vaP  number  of  ladies  of  ho¬ 
nour,  none  of  whom  fhe  permitted  to  marry,  tho* 
file  connived  at  their  amorous  intrigues.  When 
ihe  went  abroad,  which  was  very  feldom,  fhe  had 
a  cavalcade  of  two  thoufand  noblemen,  all  drefTed 
in  the  liveries  of  her  deceafed  fpoufe. 

Thirty  leagues  to  the  north  of  Malacca  is  an 
Bland  called  Dingding,  with  two  good  bays,  where¬ 
in  fiaips  may  have  very  fafe  anchorage. 

This  Bland  is  defiitute  of  inhabitants,  but  has 
plenty  of  tortoifes  and  oypers,  many  of  which  are 
feen  to  hang  to  the  leaves  of  trees.  Here  are  plen¬ 
ty  of  water-fowl,  and  a  kind  of  bird,  called  by  the 
Dutch  fhuies-bird,  the  head  of  which  is  without 
any  feathers. 

Our  author  Paid  upon  this  ifland  four  days  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  he  coaPed  along  in  fight  of  the  land  of 
Sumatra. 

In  their  voyage  they  had  like  to  have  been  poifon- 
ed  by  eating  a  fea-bream,  which  appeared  to  the 
eye  as  a  very  fine  fifh  ;  but  were  relieved  by  vomits 
and  other  medicines :  two  cats  who  had  eat  the 
bones  of  this  fifli  died  foon  after  ;  and  the  cook, 
who  could  not  help  licking  his  fingers,  narrowly 
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efcaped  with  his  life  :  tho’  before  he  was  taken  ill, 
being  accufed  on  the  appearance  of  fhort  commons, 
of  having  fecreted  fome  part  of  the  bream,  he  fo- 
lemnly  denied  it. 

This  happened  on  the  14th  of  January,  1662  t 
February  the  3d  they  palled  by  Pontegarle,  after 
having  affifled  admiral  Vandermaeder  in  taking  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Palepatnam,  which  to  their 
great  urprife  they  found  abandoned,  and  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  voyage. 

March  the  5th,  they  palTed  by  the  Bar  of  Goa, 
which  was  then  blocked  up  by  a  Dutch  fleet.  On 
the  6th  they  came  to  anchor  in  the  road  of  Win- 
gurla,  where  they  found  the  Bantam  yachts  wait¬ 
ing  to  tranfport  the  queen  of  Golconda  from  thence 
to  Mocha,  in  her  way  to  Medina,  where  fne  propo- 
fed  vifiting  the  tomb  of  Mahomet.  Her  guards, 
which  had  conducted  her  eighty  leagues,  confided 
of  four  thoufand  cavalry,  with  long  coats  of  mail, 
the  fhoulders  whereof  were  embroidered  with  fer- 
pents  heads,  like  the  antient  Romans  ;  they  had 
bright  polifhed  helmets,  were  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  wore  long  beards,  and  were  mounted 
on  very  fine  Perfian  horfes. 

On  each  fide  of  every  man  of  quality  that  at¬ 
tended  her  was  a  footman  holding  the  bridle ;  the 
queen  and  all  her  ladies  were  carried  in  dole  lit¬ 
ters,  concealed  from  public  view,  and  they  were 
preceded  by  feveral  camels  covered  with  rich  fur¬ 
niture,  on  one  whereof  was  mounted  a  kettle-drum¬ 
mer  who  performed  with  great  dexterity. 

The  Dutch  commodore,  and  the  director  of  the 
Eaff  India  company  met  her  two  leagues  from  the 
town,  in  which,  while  fhe  Raid,  {he  dictated  to 
her  fecretaries  in  feveral  different  languages.  There 
was  a  magnificent  cent  ereded  for  her  011  the  fea- 
fhore,  the  paffage  from  whence  to  the  fhallop,  which 
was  to  carry  her  on  board  her  yacht  was  covered 
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with  calico.  It  was  fuppofed  the  captain  of  the 
yacht  became  a  mahometan ;  for  he  never  returned 
from  the  voyage,  the  fhip  being  brought  back  by 
the  boatfwain. 

Wingurle  lies  in  fifteen  degrees  of  north  lati¬ 
tude  ;  it  is  a  large  village  on  the  fea-fhore  of  the 
kingdom  of  Golconda,  where  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
company  have  a  factory ;  and  moft  fhips  bound  to 
Perfia  are  obliged  to  touch  in  their  paffage  for 
wood  and  water. 

From  ‘Wingurle  our  author  proceeded  to  Game- 
ron,  a  celebrated  city  of  Perfia,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  6th  of  April. 

It  is  the  only  fea-port  of  Perfia,  lying  on  a  flat 
fea-fhore,  in  twenty-feven  degrees  of  north  latitude, 
juft  as  you  enter  the  Perfian  gulph  ;  and  clofe  to 
it  is  a  barren  fandy  mountain,  which  produces  nei¬ 
ther  grafs  nor  tree. 

Gameron  rofe  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  celebrated 
city  of  Ormus  :  it  is  defended  by  three  ftone  bafti- 
ons  on  each  fide,  whereon  are  mounted  many  pieces 
of  iron  cannon.  It  is  very  weakly  fortified  on  the 
land-fide,  as  they  fear  no  enemy  from  that  quar¬ 
ter.  The  houfes  ftand  very  clofe  together,  being 
each  crowned  with  a  very  high  turret,  full  of  air¬ 
holes,  wherein  the  inhabitants  fieep  in  winter :  they 
are  built  of  fquare  pieces  of  earth,  dried  in  the 
fun,  which  foon  become  hard  as  ffones ;  the  out- 
fid  es  of  thefe  are  whitened  with  lime,  made  of 
burnt  mufcle-fheils.  Their  out  houfes  are  covered 
with  palm-leaves,  and  are  rniferable  huts. 

The  ftreets  are  fhort  and  narrow;  and  tho’  the 
houfes  dope  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  almoft  all 
meet  at  top,  they  fcarcely  anfwer  the  pnrpofe  of  ex¬ 
cluding  the  heat,  which  is  here  exceffive.  The  ftreets 
are  not  paved,  but  filled  up  with  earth,  which  being 
continually  watered  to  allay  the  dull  and  heat,  be¬ 
comes  in  time  very  hard. 

The 
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The  Dutch  and  Englifli  have  each  a  factory  in 
this  place,  diflinguifhed  by  their  refpedtive  flags, 
hoifled  on  the  tops  of  their  houfes. 

Water  is  very  fcarce  here,  it  being  brought  by 
the  flaves  from  a  diflance  of  three  leagues  every 
morning,  and  kept  to  cool  in  earthen  veflels  or 
fheep-fkins. 

The  only  tree  produced  hereabouts  is  the  palm; 
but  the  inhabitants  have  plenty  of  Perflan  wine,  of 
a  fweet  flavour,  a  high  red  colour,  and  pretty  flrong ; 
they  have  alfo  arrack  diftilled  from  coco  and  rice, 
and  are  fond  of  a  fherbet,  made  of  water,  lemons, 
and  fugar,  which  if  taken  in  too  great  a  quantity, 
is  apt  to  give  the  bloody  flux. 

Strangers  who  will  venture  to  refide  here  from 
March  to  Odfober,  a  fpace  during  which  the  heat 
is  excefiive,  mull  expedt  to  be  attacked  with  an 
ague,  which  they  can  hardly  ever  get  rid  of.  Mofl: 
people  then  either  fleep  upon  leather  or  in  their 
turrets,  with  the  body  immerfed  in  water.  Some 
of  the  richer  fort  of  people  employ  their  flaves  in 
pouring  rofe-water  down  their  necks. 

Such  fhips  as  are  obliged  to  flay  in  this  port  dur¬ 
ing  the  fummer  feafon,  muft  be  clofely  covered  up 
with  thick  fails,  otherwife  the  planks  would  run  the 
hazard  of  fplitting ;  for  the  pitch  and  tar  boils  up 
fo  hot  upon  deck  that  there  is  no  venturing  to 
walk  bare-footed  over  it. 

This  exceflive  heat  is  in  a  great  meafure  caufed 
by  the  city  being  placed  at  the  foot  of  a  barren 
mountain,  diredtly  oppofite  to  the  fouth,  a  quarter 
from  which  the  wind  blows  during  the  bed  part  of 
the  fummer  feafon,  and  the  breezes,  inflead  of  re- 
frelhing,  are  ftifling  to  man  and  beaft. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Gameron  are  merchants, 
who  have  country- houfes  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
from  the  city,  mofl  of  them  lying  upon  the  banks 
of  a  rivulet,  where,  during  the  fummer  feafon,  they 

K  6  merrily 


204  THE  VOYAGES  OF 

merrily  fpend  the  profits  of  the  winter,  leaving 
their  town-houfes  to  the  care  of  their  flaves  until 
the  month  of  October,  when  the  foreign  fhips  and 
merchants  begin  to  arrive,  and  bufinefs  encreafes 
as  the  heat  fubfxdes. 

CHAP.  III. 

The  trade  and  commodities  of  the  city  of  Gamer  on  : 
how  women  of  plea  fur  e  here  are  to  be  difiinguifoed  : 
cf  the  manner  of  their  feeding  cattle  \  their  fifh ,  and 
fowl ,  &c.  the  fepulchre  of  a  Banyan  faint  much  fre¬ 
quented:  of  the  various  fefts  of  bramins ,  and  their 
extraordinary  kinds  of  fpont an eous  penance ;  of  the 
veneration  in  which  they  are  held ,  more  particularly 
by  the  ivornen  :  of  the  danger  to  which  the  governor 
of  Gamer  on  is  annually  expofed  ;  of  their  foot -pofs  : 
of  the  ifands  of  ffueixome^  Kejam^  Sareki  and 
Ormus  ;  the  left  of  thefe  if  ands  more  particularly 
treated  of:  cf  the  antiquity ,  trade ,  former  magni¬ 
ficence  and  prefent  ruinous  condition  cf  the  city  cf 
Ormus  :  of  the  fait  fprings  and  medicinal  well  of 
'  Ormus  :  of  the  finking-wood :  a  conjecture  relating 
to  the  if  and  of  Ormus  having  formerly  been  on  fire 
for  f even  years :  the  power  of  the  kings  of  Ormus 
bow  overthrown . 

THERE  are  caravans,  confining  of  many  thou- 
fand  camels,  dromedaries,  and  afTes,  loaden 
with  all  forts  of  rich  goods,  from  Babylon,  Turky, 
and  Perfia,  brought  in  here  annually  to  be  exchang¬ 
ed  for  Eaft  Indian  wares. 

The  flaple  commodities  of  Gameron  are  cloth 
of  gold,  tapeflries,  pearls,  Per  ban  wine,  the  beff 
rofe -water,  and  fruits  of  all  forts,  as  plums,  raifins, 
currants,  nuts,  dates,  oranges,  citrons,  pomegra¬ 
nates,  peaches,  cSrc. 
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The  women  are  kept  very  clofe,  living  in  fepa- 
rate  apartments  from  the  men,  who  lay  afide  all 
bufmefs  during  the  time  of  amorous  dalliance. 
The  women  who  are  to  be  hired  for  money,  fit  at 
night  upon  benches  at  their  doors,  with  lantherns 
in  their  hands,  and  each  man  may  chufe  among 
them  as  he  likes. 

The  inhabitants  are  of  a  brown  complexion  ;  and 
the  poorer  fort,  if  they  do  not  go  quite  naked,  are 
very  near  it.  The  more  wealthy  afFebt  the  fplen- 
dor  of  the  Perfians  in  their  drefs  ;  but  ffome  few, 
who  are  biaffed  to  antiquity  and  whim,  habit  them* 
felves  like  their  forefathers,  wearing  gold  and  fil- 
ver  rings  in  their  hands,  ears,  and  nofes.  The 
common  people  ufe  dates  inffead  of  rice  or  bread, 
and  dates  and  fifh  are  in  general  their  principal 
food,  not  only  here,  but  all  along  the  coaft ;  even 
their  cattle  are  fed  with  date-hones,  and  the  guts 
and  heads  of  fifh  boiled  and  mafhed  together,  fod¬ 
der  being  extremely  fcarce. 

They  have  plenty  of  tame  fowls,  which  are  in  little 
eflimation,  being  of  a  brakifh  tafte ;  alfo  pigeons, 
partridges,  fheep,  and  hares.  Among  the  variety 
of  excellent  fifh  which  the  fea  hereabouts  yields,  are 
foals,  and  prodigious  fine  oyfters,  the  worth  of 
which  food  they  know  but  little  of,  neglecting 
them  entirely.  Here  they  preferve  fruits  well ;  and 
the  better  fort  of  people,  but  more  particularly 
the  Perfian  governor,  live  in  extreme  pomp  and 
luxury. 

About  a  league  to  the  eafiward  of  the  city  is  the 
fepulchre  of  a  famous  Banian  faint,  lying  under  a 
tree,  the  branches  of  which  bending  downward, 
take  root  again  and  produce  other  trees,  fo  form¬ 
ing  a  naturally  continued  fuccefjion  of  arbours,  to 
which  the  people  repair  in  parties  of  pleafure,  to 
fhelter  themfelves  from  the  heat  of  the  fun.  The 
intermediate  fpaces  of  ground,  which  are  not  en~ 
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groffed  by  the  rooting  of  the  tree,  are  paved  with 
brick,  and  adorned  with  neat  benches  to  acommo- 
date  thofe  who  are  wearied.  Hither  feveral  fedts  of 
Indians  repair  to  offer  facrifice. 

Over  the  fepulchre  is  built  afmall  pagod,  where¬ 
in  are  many  lamps  burning  both  night  and  day  un¬ 
der  a  filken  canopy. 

There  is  a  fedb  of  bramins  who  always  go  naked, 
their  privities  excepted :  they  have  no  dwelling- 
places  of  their  own,  but  deep  on  dunghills,  or  in 
the  porches  of  the  temples.  Thefe  are  oft  to  be 
met  with,  fitting  crofs-legged  on  the  highway. 
They  never  pare  their  nails,  fhave  their  beards,  or 
cut  their  hair;  fo  that  they  have  a  mod  favage  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  d range  penances  which  thefe 
people  inflidl  upon  themfelves  are  almod  incre¬ 
dible,  for,  they  voluntarily  fubjedt  themfelves  to 
miferies  which  one  would  think  human  nature  was 
unable  to  endure. 

Some  of  them  have  been  known  to  continue  in 
devotion  nine  or  ten  days,  without  eating  or  drink¬ 
ing  ;  others  of  them  never  fit ;  and  when  they  in¬ 
tend  to  Deep,  tie  a  rope  about  their  middles,  and 
hang  themfelves  to  the  branch  of  a  tree  ;  a  third  fort 
carry  their  hands  always  above  their  heads,  and 
diflort  their  eyes  drangely,  never  looking  upon 
any  body,  as  if  it  were  criminal  to  didinguifh  ob- 
jefts ;  neither  can  the  flinging  of  the  gnats,  nor 
the  heat  of  the  fun  induce  them  to  alter  their 
mortifying  portions.  They  befmear  their  bodies 
with  allies  and  cow  dung  mixed,  as  well  as  fan- 
dal-wood  and  faffron ;  fo  that  they  cut  a  mod 
naufeous  figure.  Thefe  wretches  are  the  princi¬ 
pal  objedts  of  the  devotion  of  the  Indian  women, 
who  kifs  the  extremities  of  their  fingers  ends,  but 
diredt  their  adoration  particularly  to  the  privities, 
to  which  they  apply  their  lips  with  the  profounded 
refpedt ;  and  if  thefe  miferable  creatures  fhould 
chance  to  rnanifed  the  lead  fenfibility  from  the 
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contact,  they  would  be  no  longer  ranked  among 
the  holy. 

The  governor  of  Gameron  is  accountable  for 
his  condudt  to  certain  commiffioners,  who  are  fent 
yearly  to  examine  into  it  by  the  king  of  Perfia, 
with  a  power  to  take 'his  head  if  he  has  adfed  il¬ 
legally.  He  is  obliged  to  meet  thefe  officers  un¬ 
armed,  but  it  is  very  feldom  he  is  known  to  pay  the 
forfeit.  If  he  is  found  to  have  behaved  well,  he  is 
prefented  with  fome  pieces  of  cloth  by  way  of  re¬ 
ward  ;  and  they  enter  the  city  together,  where 
they  feafi  for  fome  days. 

There  are  foot-pofis  between  Gameron  and  If- 
pahan,  wonderfully  expeditious  :  they  are  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  governor,  who  fiiTb  tries  their  ability  by 
fetting  them  to  run  with  a  fingle  horfeman,  and  if 
they  anfwer  expectation  he  gives  them  the  title  of 
runners,  together  with  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  and  per¬ 
mits  them  to  attend  any  firanger  who  come  hither 
for  hire,  when  he  himfelf  has  no  occafron  for  them. 

The  tanned  fans  of  the  Perfan  fheep  and  goats 
are  in  great  repute;  and  the  fhepherds  manage 
their  flocks,  in  one  of  which  there  are  often  five 
hundred  of  thefe  animals,  with  great  facility,  Drift¬ 
ing  their  pafturage,  which  feem  to  be  in  common 
among  them,  as  the  grafs  is  confirmed. 

The  ifles  of  Queixam,  Kefam,  Larek,  but  more 
particularly  of  Ormus,  are  feen  a  little  to  the  right 
of  Gameron. 

The  ifland  of  Ormus  lies  between  twenty-five 
and  tweny-fix  degrees  of  north  latitude  ;  it  is  in¬ 
terfered  by  a  ridge  of  mountains,  firetching  from 
eafi  to  well  along  the  whole  ifland.  Behind  thefe 
are  feen  nothing  but  white  and  barren  hills,  pro¬ 
ducing  very  fine  fait;  one  of  them  is  pyramidical, 
and  compofed  of  nothing  elfe.  One  the  top  of  an¬ 
other,  which  is  called  the  Mountain  of  the  Dead, 
the  Portuguefe  formerly  built  a  chapel,  facred  to 

our 


2o8  '  THE  VOYAGES  OF 

our  Lady  of  the  Rock,  to  which  the  natives  have 
cut  Reps,  it  being  naturally  very  Reep.  This  chapel 
Is  obferved  to  arife  daily  higher,  the  hrimftone, 
fait,  and  falt-petre  daily  encreafing. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Lucy  is  near  this  mountain, 
rifmg  upon  the  ruins  of  certain  old  towers,  in  which 
the  kings  of  Ormus  ufed  formerly  to  imprifon  their 
brothers,  after  having  bereft  them  of  their  eye- 
fight. 

Here  is  a  large  plain,  in  which  are  kept,  fafely 
locked,  certain  ciRerns  of  rain-water,  there  being 
no  fprings  in  the  ifland  ;  and  this  is  much  better 
than  any  that  is  gathered  either  in  pools  or  ponds, 
tho’  it  don’t  equal  the  freRi  water  brought  from 
Quixome. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  bland  lies  the  city  of 
Ormus,  once  one  of  the  moft  flourifliing  places  in 
the  world,  being  then  frequented  by  people  of  all 
nations  and  of  all  religions,  on  account  of  its 
wealth  it  was  once  faid,  that  if  the  world  were  a 
ring,  Ormus  muR  be  confidered  as  the  diamond.. 

The  Dutch  (hips  ufed  formerly  to  make  a  prac¬ 
tice,  of  tramporting  in  their  own  bottoms,  fuch 
-marble  Rones  as  they  gathered  out  of  the  ruins  of 
the  old  city  of  Ormus ;  but  this  practice  has  been 
lately  countermanded  by  an  order  from  the  Perfian 
governor,  under  a  very  fevere  penalty,  the  Perfi- 
ans  themfelves  applying  them  to  the  building  of 
Gameron. 

Ormus  was  once  one  of  the  moR  famous  cities  in 
the  world,  on  account  of  its  trade,  and  the  conve- 
niency  of  its  Rtuation,  before  a  pafTage  by  fea 
to  the  EaR  Indies  was  difcovered ;  nor  did  the 
Portuguefe,  after  they  had  conquered  it,  negleff 
adding  to  its  beauty  :  for,  fo  far  did  their  orien¬ 
tation  extend,  that  the  very  iron  of  their  doors 
and  windows  was  plated  with  gold :  and  it  was 
faid,  that  had  it  remained  in  their  hands  till  now, 
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they  would  have  turned  it  all  into  madly  gold. 
Upon  an  eminence  they  eredted  a  Rarely  church, 
facred  to  the  holy  Virgin ;  and  an  hofpital  called 
Mifericordie,  adjoining  thereto,  befides  many  mo- 
naileries,  the  bell  of  which  belonged  to  the  Au- 
guftinians  and  Carmelites ;  and  although  the 
Perfians  have  defpoiled  it  of  its  beauties,  there 
Rill  remain  glorious  traces  of  its  former  fplendor ; 
among  which  an  high  Reeple,  admired  for  the 
beauty  of  its  architeclure,  is  not  one  of  the  leall 
of  its  confiderable  ornaments. 

The  fortifications  of  this  city,  when  in  the  hands 
of  the  Portuguefe,  were  but  indifferent.  Round 
the  caftle,  which  was  four  fquare,  ran  a  ditch,  fo 
choaked  with  dirt,  that  it  had  feldom  fix  feet  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  the  commanders  of  it,  who  are  changed 
annually,  as  is  the  Portuguefe  cufiom,  were  but 
poor  engineers:  indeed  their  knowledge  of  mili¬ 
tary  affairs  in  general  was  fcarcely  much  better. 
Two  fides  of  this  cafile  were  w  a  fired  by  the  Per- 
fian  fea,  the  other  two  faced  the  city,  in  the  road 
to  which  was  a  very  handfome  fquare,  whence 
there  was  a  very  pleafant  view  of  the  lea.  The 
Perfians  have  fortified  the  town  much  better  ;  they 
have  deepened  the  ditch,  and  ereffed  an  half¬ 
moon  that  commands  a  good  way  round.  The 
harbour  is  made  by  two  points  of  land  jutting  out, 
on  one  of  which  Rands  a  caRle,  and  on  the  other 
a  church,  built  by  the  Portuguefe  in  honour  of 
our  lady  of  Good  Hope.  This  harbour  was  not 
always  fafe  for  fhipping,  being  too  much  expofed 
to  eaRerly  winds,  whereby  vefiels  are  very  often 
driven  alhore. 

The  governor  of  Ormus  commonly  re  fides  at 
Gameron,  appointing  a  deputy  who  lives  in  the 
city  of  Ormus,  in  the  palace  belonging  to  the  an¬ 
cient  kings. 
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The  pleafantefl  part  of  the  whole  ifland  is  called 
Inrumbake,  lying  betwixt  the  mountains  and  the 
fea. 

Here  was  formerly  an  elegant  country-feat  be- 
longing  to  the  royal  family,  furrounded  with  fine 
walks  of  palm,  but  running  faff  to  decay,  as  being 
entirely  neglected  when  our  author  faw  it. 

In  the  jurifdidfion  of  this  palace  were  two  large 
cifferns,  and  a  bafon  fupplied  by  a  neighbouring 
brook,  and  three  contiguous  ponds,  the  water  con¬ 
tained  in  which  was  very  good. 

The  village  of  Turumbake  is  but  poorly  built, 
confilfing  of  only  a  few  huts,  built  with  reed,  and 
covered  with  palm-leaves  ;  yet  this  place  is  made 
a  fummer  retirement  by  feveral  of  the  chief  fami¬ 
lies  of  Ormus. 

It  fometimes  does  not  rain  in  this  ifland  for  three 
years  ;  confequently,  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
the  foil,  which  is  nothing  but  a  lump  of  fait,  fhould 
be  fertile ;  and  if  we  except  the  products  of  the 
royal  garden,  which  are  moil  of  them  forced,  there 
is  neither  grafs  nor  verdure,  nor  }re^  fcarcely  any 
thing  fit  for  the  fuflenance  of  a  human  creature, 
the  fpontaneous  growth  of  the  ifland.  Sometimes 
indeed  you  may  meet  with  dates,  a  kind  of  thorn, 
and  a  few  flirubs. 

The  mountains  are  full  of  rock-falt,  which  is 
quite  tranfparent.  There  are  feveral  fait  fprings  i%. 
the  ifland,  one  of  which,  faid  to  have  many  me¬ 
dicinal  qualities,  is  called  by  the  inhabitants  Ab- 
darmon,  and  they  refort  to  it  at  a  particular  time 
of  the  year,  to  obtain  relief  in  many  diforders  :  the 
waters  of  this  fpring  are  ffrong  purgatives. 

There  is  a  fort  of  earthen  veiTels  made  out  of 
the  clay  of  the  ifland,  and  a  plaffer  called  gueche, 
of  which  there  are  two  kinds,  the  white  and  the 
red ;  befides  this,  they  prepare  a  plaifler  out  of 
,  making  the  bottom  of  a  dunghill  up  into 
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balls,  which  having  dried  in  the  fun,  they  burn, 
and  then  beat  to  dull:,  mixing  it  immediately  for 
ufe  ;  but  if  they  let  the  afhes  cool  before  they 
temper  them,  they  are  good  for  little. 

Their  cattle  are  fed  in  the  morning  with  balls  of 
black  fugar,  mixed  with  butter  ;  and  they  wafh 
their  teeth  immediately  after,  to  prevent  the  dirt 
flicking  therein.  In  the  day-time  they  feed  them 
with  fuch  herbs  as  the  land  affords,  firft  taking 
care  to  cleanfe  them  well.  Their  meals  at  night 
are  peafe  and  beans  Reeped  in  water,  having  been 
firft  ground. 

The  inhabitants  fiili  up  a  great  deal  of  wood 
from  the  bottomaof  the  neighbouring  fea,  in  which 
it  always  finks,  whereas,  in  all  other  places  it  floats 
upon  the  furface.  This  wood  is  brought  down  by 
the  currents  from  the  Perfian  mountains,  which  are 
not  above  two  leagues  diftant. 

Many  things  concur  to  fupport  the  truth  of  this 
ifland’s  having  formerly  continued  on  fire  for  fe- 
ven  years  together ;  fuch  as,  it  being  often  fubjeA 
to  earthquakes,  the  fouth  winds  which  blow  from 
the  mountains  impregnating  the  air  with  brim- 
ffone,  the  earth  being  in  many  places  black  and  red, 
making  a  moil:  frightful  appearance,  and  the  val¬ 
leys  covered  with  allies,  not  unlike  quick-lime  ; 
there  being  belides  thefe  marks  of  a  fire,  a  fpongy 
kind  of  pumice-ftone  all  along  the  coaff  juft  un¬ 
der  the  water,  and  this  being  light,  brittle,  and 
porous,  eafily  mixes,  when  powdered,  with  the 
water,  caufing  an  excellent  cement,  which  harden¬ 
ing  in  time,  proves  a  fufficient  protedlion  againfl 
the  feverity  of  the  weather.  It  is  not  impoffible 
thefe  Rones  were  caR  out  by  a  burning  mountain, 
there  being  many  of  them  very  black,  thofe  only 
being  white  which  are  found  near  the  fea-fhore; 
where,  befides  having  lain  a  long  time,  they  have 
been  continually  walhed  by  the  water. 
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The  heats  here  are  much  more  intenfe  than  a£ 
Gameron,  continuing  at  leaft  five  months,  and  fome- 
'  times  lading  from  May  to  December.  During  this 
feafon  the  wind  is  fouth-eafl,  and  well  fouth-wefl, 
very  feldom  foutherly.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this 
laff  wind,  tho’  it  don’t  waft  any  great  refrefh- 
ment  to  the  houfes,  yet  cools  the  water,  which 
the  inhabitants  every  where  bathe  themfelves  in  ; 
for  they  feldom  venture  to  fwirn  or  plunge  in  the 
fea,  the  faltnefs  and  heat  of  which  would  excoriate 
the  body. 

The  public  houfes  pay  a  confiderable  licenfe  to 
the  king,  and  fell  a  fweet  liquor  like  muff,  drawn 
from  a  tree,  and  call  it  tari  ;  aifo  a  diflillation 
from  rice  and  fugar,  and  Spanifh  and  Perfian  wines ; 
tho’  the  latter  being  very  dear,  is  found  only  among 
the  better  fort  of  people,  water  being  the  common 
beverage  of  the  meaner  inhabitants. 

Ormus  was  formerly  governed  by  Its  own  kings, 
who  from  cuflom  and  impoffs  railed  prodigious 
treafures,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  extend 
their  con  quells  on  the  continent  ;  but  what  they 
had  gained  here  by  their,  arms,  they  afterwards 
lofl  by  their  negle<5f,  giving  themfelves  up  entirely 
to  voluptuoufnefs,  and  abandoning  the  care  of  pub  ¬ 
lic  affairs  to  favourites,  who,  preferring  their  own 
private  interefl  to  the  advantage  of  their  fovereign, 
and  the  honour  of  their  country,  became  an 
prey  to  the  arms  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  forced 
them  to  pay  tribute,  and  domineered  over  them  till 
the  year  1622,  when  they  were  driven  out  by  the 
Perfians,  affifled  by  the  Englifh,  who,  in  confide- 
ration  of  their  great  fervices,  .were  granted  a  moi¬ 
ety  of  all  the  eufloms  to  be  collected  in  that  port. 

All  the  Indian  commodities  were  formerly 
brought  into  Europe  by  the  way  of  Ormus,. 
from  whence  they  were  carried  down  the  Perfian 
gulph  and.  the  river  Euphrates  to  Baffora ;  from 
,  1  Baffora 
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Bailor  a  they  were  borne  upon  camels  to  Bagdad,  a 
city  upon  the  Tigris,  where  joining  feveral  other 
caravans,  they  made  a  journey  of  forty  days  thro* 
the  defarts  of  Syria,  in  their  way  to  Aleppo.  From 
Aleppo  they  went  to  Tripoli,  which  lies  upon 
the  Mediterranean,  on  which  fea  they  were  em¬ 
barked  for  the  different  ports  of  Europe.  The 
difcovery  of  a  paffage  to  the  Eafl  Indies  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  has  entirely  deftroyed  this  te¬ 
dious  and  expenfive  method  of  carriage,  and  con- 
fequently  been  of  prodigious  detriment  to  the  city 
of  Ormus,  tho’  fome  merchants  Rill  refort  thither  to 
buy  pearl ;  and  a  few  Perfian  filks  are  carried  by 
land  to  Bagdad. 

*  V  • 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  pearl  fijhery  of  the  if  and  of  Baharen  :  of  the 
if  and  of  fpwxo me  \  hut  more  particularly  of  the 
prifonous  Raxana  :  of  the  taking  of  this  if  and  by 
the  Portuguefe  ;  of  their  expulfon  by  the  Perfans 
and  Englifh  :  our  author  quits  the  city  of  Ga?neron%, 
and  proceeds  in  his  voyage :  of  fome  preparations  on 
the  fide  of  the  Dutch  againft  the  city  of  St.  Thomas  ; 
that  city  defer ibed :  the  tomb  of  the  apoftle  St.  Tho¬ 
mas  ;  our  author  reaches  the  city  of  Paliaketta  ;  a 
defeription  cf  it :  of  the  Kcjtices  and  Ka ft  ices  what 
they  are:  Alafulipatnam  defer  ibed . 

* 

AMONG  the  number  of  other  illands  in  the 
Perfian  gulph  is  that  of  Baharen,  famous  for 
its  pearl  filheries,  which  generally  employ  above 
two  hundred  barks  ;  but  of  this  we  have  hereto¬ 
fore  treated  more  at  large. 

Three  leagues  from  Ormus  lies  an  ifland  called 
Qmxome,  which  bears  plenty  of  corn  and  other 
grain ;  and  among  various  forts  of  trees,  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  this  foil  is  one,  the  fruit  of  which  is  reckon¬ 
ed 
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ed  To  poifonous,  that  the  lead  tade  of  it  indantly 
kills,  and  deeping  under  its  diade  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  is  certain  death  :  it  is  called  baxana,  and  the 
fruit  of  it  rabuzit. 

As  there  is  good  frefh  water  in  this  idand,  as 
well  as  grain,  from  whence  the  idand  of  Ormus  was 
fupplied,  the  Portuguefe  feized  upon, it,  and  creel¬ 
ed  a  fortidcation ;  but  they  were  foon  driven  out 
by  the  Perdans  by  land,  and  by  the  Englidi  who 
bedeged  it  by  fea. 

On  the  ide  of  Jarek,  which  lies  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Ormus,  the  Dutch  Ead  India  company  re¬ 
dding  at  Gameron,  have  planted  a  garden,  in  which, 
they  keep  fome  ufeful  vegetables,  and  tame  fowls 
for  their  recreation. 

Having  taken  in  his  lading  at  Gameron,  our  au¬ 
thor  quitted  it  the  jid  of  June,  proceeding  along 
the  coad  of  Malabar,  intending  for  Pnntogale  in 
the  ide  of  Ceylon,  to  the  governor  of  which  he 
had  recommendatory  letters  ;  but  thefe  he  fent  a- 
fhore  by  a  fmall  veffel,  not  chudng  to  land  him- 
felf,  and  went  forward  to  Jafnapatnam. 

The  Dutch  were  about  this  time  preparing  to 
lay  fiege  to  St.  Thomas,  meafures  from  which  they 
were  diverted  by  that  idand’s  being  fold  to  the  Pa¬ 
gans  by  the  Portuguefe. 

The  city  of  St.  Thomas,  otherwife  called  G3U1- 
mena,  and  by  the  natives  Maliapor,  lies  upon  the 
coad  of  Coromandel  ;  it  is  one  of  the  handfomed 
towns  in  all  the  ead,  whether  wre  condder  it  with 
refpedt  to  the  magnificence  of  its  buildings,  or 
the  number  and  wealth  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is 
fortified  with  a  done  wall,  and  feveral  badions, 
having  three  hundred  villages  and  towns  under  its 
jurifdidion,  and  being  one  of  the  mod  convenient 
harbours  in  all  the  Ead  Indies.  Here  was  a  church 
in  the  time  of  the  Portuguefe,  belonging  to  the  ca¬ 
puchins,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Francis,  beddes  fe¬ 
veral 
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*veral  other  handfome  public  edifices,  and  'a  col¬ 
lege  in  the  hands  of  the  Jefuits,  who  in  the  year 
1604,  were  faid  to  have  converted  one  hundred 
thoufand  Mahometans  and  Pagans  in  this  town  only. 
The  body  of  St.  Thomas  the  apoftle  is  faid  to  be 
buried  here,  his  fepulchre  being  fhewn  in  a  little 
chapel,  upon  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  which 
may  be  feen  a  great  way  out  at  fea,  The  fpot  in 
which  St.  Thomas  is  fuppofed  formerly  to  have 
faid  his  prayers  is  furrounded  with  iron  Reps  hand- 
fomely  built.  Upon  the  whole,  the  chapel  is  beau¬ 
tifully  ornamented,  and  being  vaRly  efteemed  as  a 
relick,  the  wood  is  often  carried  away  by  the  de¬ 
vout  pilgrims  and  fet  in  gold. 

From  Jafnapatnam  our  author  proceeded  to  Ne- 
gapatnam,  which  is  compounded  of  two  Malabar 
words,  fignifying  ferpent  and  city,  and  is  fo  named 
from  the  abundance  of  ferpents,  called  cobro  ca- 
pellos,  that  fwarm  hereabouts.  It  lies  in  nine  de¬ 
grees  and  forty-five  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and 
was,  when  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe,  from 
whom  the  Dutch  took  it  in  1658,  handfomely  or¬ 
namented  with  feveral  good  churches  and  other 
edifices,  fcarcely  much  more  than  the  remains  of 
which  are  now  to  be  feen.  It  is  however  well  for¬ 
tified,  and  furrounded  with  a  good  moat,  being 
pretty  populous,  and  moR  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
tawny  complexion,  fprung  from  a  mixture  of  Moors 
and  ChriRians.  The  chief  trade  is  carried  on  by 
Mahometans. 

Our  author  having  fettled  his  bufinefs  at  this 
port,  coaRed  along  the  fhore,  which  is  flat  and 
fandy,  till  the  15  th  of  June,  when  he  arrived  at 
Paleakatte,  where  he  accounted  with  the  EaR  India 
director,  Laurence  Pit,  for  the  cargo  of  gold  and 
filver  that  he  had  taken  in  at  Perfia. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  company  have  a  Itrong 
fort  here,  called  Jeldree,  with  four  Rone  baRions. 

The 
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The  town  is  inhabited  partly  by  Hollanders,  and 
partly  by  pagan  natives,  called  Jantives ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  for  the  mod  part  trade  in  painted  and  white 
calicoes  and  linen. 

The  country  about  it  abounds  with  rice  and  other 
grain,  of  which  there  is  here  a  weekly  market. 

In  the  river  is  plenty  of  fifh,  which  are  cured 
and  tranfported  to  foreign  markets,  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  take  care  to  catch  them  before  the  fet- 
ting  in  of  the  fummer  heats,  whereby  they  are 
often  deftroyed  in  the  water. 

The  principal  inhabitants  are  compounded  of 
meftices  and  kaftices  ;  the  former  are  the  children 
of  Europeans  and  the  natives,  and  the  kaftices  are 
the  children  of  the  meftices. 

Here  are  alfo  fome  rich  Jews,  Thomifts,  and 
Banians. 

Having  fettled  his  affairs  at  Paleakate,  our 
author  quitted  it  on  the  20th  of  July,  and  drop 
ped  anchor  before  Mafulipatnam,  there  to  take  on 
board  wood  and  water.  This  city  lies  upon  the 
river  Kifn,  a  few'-  leagues  from  Nagapatnam,  and  is 
intirely  furrounded  by  water  on  the  north-weft  of 
it ;  to  the  land  fide  is  a  Handing  pool,  over  which 
is  a  bridge,  forming  communication  between  the 
country  and  the  city,  two  thoufand  paces  long, 
and  on  the  middle  of  this  bridge  Hands  a  houfe 
wherein  travellers  may  reft  themfelves  if  weary. 

The  river,  in  winter,  rifes  fo  very  high,  that 
the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  fail  thro’  the  ftreets 
in  boats ;  but  in  fummer  the  ftream  may  be  wa¬ 
ded  through,  not  being  more  than  four  feet 
deep  :  it'  is  greatly  infefted  with  crocodiles,  but  is 
however  filled  with  excellent  fifh.  The  city  is 
well  peopled,  and  clofely  built ;  the  houfes,  which 
are  very  neat,  all  of  wood,  covered  with  pan¬ 
tiles,  Hone  buildings  being  forbid  by  a  royal  e- 
dibt,  the  king  imagining  that  ftrong  edifices  would 

en- 
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encourage  his  fubjefts  to  rebel,  confcious  perhaps 
that  his  own  tyranny,  or  inattention  to  buflnefs, 
or  elfe  the  oppreflions  praffifed  by  his  minifter, 
were  fufficient  to  roufe  them  thereto.  The  PeiTian 
Mahometans  have,  however,  been  permitted  to  e~ 
re£I  a  mofque  of  white  free-lfone  in  the  very  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  town ;  and  fome  Portuguefe  capuchins 
have  had  intereft  enough  to  fettle  a  convent ;  but 
mold  of  the  inhabitants,  being  all  merchants3 
are  pagans,  tho’,  like  the  Moors,  they  wear 
white  callico  veils  and  turbans. 

They  ufe  rice  inftead  of  bread,  their  common 
drink  is  water,  and  they  have  plenty  of  flfh,  ducks, 
geefe,  and  wild  and  tame  fowl  of  all  kinds.  The 
Dutch  and  Englilh  Eall-India  companies  have  each 
a  factory  here. 

The  country,  to  the  weft  of  Mafulipatnam,  is 
level  and  champaigne  ;  to  the  eaft  it  abounds  with 
palm  and  other  trees,  the  profpedf  being  bounded 
by  afpiring  hills  from  this  place.  Mr.Nieuhoff  re¬ 
turned  to  Paliakatte,  where  he  took  in  a  lading  of 
fuch  wares  as  he  knew  were  then  faleable  at  Bata¬ 
via,  whither  he  was  already  prepared  to  direfl  his 
courfe,  when  he  was  obliged,  by  an  order  from 
the  company,  to  join  a  fleet  fent  from  Europe,  a- 
gainfl  feveral  places  in  pofleflion  of  the  Portuguefe, 
lying  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar  :  in  this  expedition 
he  was  witnefs  to  the  taking  of  the  cities  of  Co¬ 
king,  Cranganor,  and  fome  other  places,  of  which 
we  have  difcourfed  more  fully  in  the  preceding 
memoirs  of  Baldeus. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Dutch  reflored 
the  lawful  king  of  Cochin  to  his  throne,  from 
whence  he  had  been  driven  by  the  Portuguefe  to 
make  way  for  one  of  his  aunts,  who  was  in  their 
interelf  :  his  name  was  Momadavil ;  he  was  a  con- 
verflble  fort  of  a  man,  fpeaking  the  Malabar  and 
Portuguefe  tongues  indifferently  well :  he  gene¬ 
va  ql.  IV.  L  rally 
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•'rally  had  a  gold  chain  hanging  round  his  neck, 
large  rings  of  that  metal,  on  his  fingers,  and  was 
commonly  drefTed  in  white  callico. 

This  prince,  while  the  Dutch  laid  fiege  to  Co¬ 
chin,  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Nieuhoff, 
•who  relying  upon  his  honour,  and  that  of  the 
queen  of  Colang,  permitted  him  freely  to  vifit 
her.  After  his  return  from  which  interco'urfe,  he 
was  taken  extremely  ill,  and  died  on  board. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  a  brother,  whofe  crown 
was  of  gold,  having  engraven  upon  it  the  arms  of 
the  Eaft -India  company.  This  prince  kept  his 
court,  which  was  really  magnificent,  in  a  molt 
agreeable  fituation,  at  a  fmall  diffance  from  Co¬ 
chin. 

CHAP.  V. 

Ivlr.  Nieuhcff  is  appointed  the  company's  agent  to  fet¬ 
tle  a  frnndly  correfpondence  zvith  the  Malabar 
princes  ;  he  arrives  at  Calcolang  ;  his  reception 
there :  a  character  of  the  king  and  his  firft  mi¬ 
ni  ft  cr  \  he  goes  from  thence  to  Porkd ;  the  country 
defcribcd ,  and  the,  king's  palace  :  concludes  a -treaty 
with  the  king  cf  Porka :  C'hriftianity  encouraged 
here:  the  diforders  incident  to  the  inhabitants j 
their  traffic ;  our  author  eppofed  in  his  negotiation 
at  the  court  of  Maria  ;  carries  his  point  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  i  he  has  an  audience  of  the  king  of  Pravan- 
koor  ;  his  dominions  defer  iked  j  his  interview  with 
the  queen  cf  Coidang. 

AFTER  the  furrender  of  the  lafl  mentioned 
city,  it  appearing  neceffary  to  confirm  an 
alliance  with  home  of  the  neighbouring  princes 
who  inhabit  the  fea-coalt  of  Malabar,  Nieuhoff 
was  pitched  upon  by  Mr.  James  Huflart,  chief 
counfeilor  of  the  Indies,  for  that  weighty  depart^ 
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meat;  and  being  fupplied  with  credentials,  and 
all  necefTary  inftrudtions,  he  fet  out  on  the  21ft  of 
January,  1 664,  for  the  city  of  Calcolang,  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  ferjeant,  an  interpreter,  and  feveral  foi- 
diers. 

On  his  arrival  in  that  city,  notice  being  given 
of  it  to  the  king,  he  and  an  under-faftor  of  the 
Eaft-India  company,  whofe  name  was  Willing, 
were  introduced  to  the  royal  prefence,  and  met 
with  a  reception  both  refpectful  and  fatisfa&ory. 
His  majefiy  had  the  character  of  an  honed:  fincere 
man ;  to  the  belief  of  which  his  countenance  in¬ 
vited,  and  his  adlions  confirmed  it. 

The  principal  affairs  of  this  kingdom  were  ma¬ 
naged  by  one  of  his  rafidoors,  a  principal  favou¬ 
rite,  who  like  moft  other  miniffers  of  Rate,  never 
feparated  private  interefi  from  public  advantage, 
but  upon  the  whole,  was  rather  fwayed  by  the 
former. 

From  this  place,  our  author  fet  out  to  vifit  the 
king  of  Porka,  whom  he  followed  to  his  country 
feat,  about  ten  leagues  up  the  country,  which  was 
flat,  having  a  number  of  dykes  cut  thro’  it,  like 
the  province  of  Holland  ;  the  land  on  each  fide 
bearing  crops  of  rice,  or  being  ornamented  with, 
flately  trees  ;  and  here  being  no  high  roads,  molt 
people  travel  by  water. 

Our  author  embarked  for  Kudda  Malair,  other- 
wife  Korornallo,  for  fo  was  the  palace  called,  up¬ 
on  a  narrow  fluice,  which  opened  into  a  large 
lake,  two  leagues  broad  ;  from  whence  he  pafled 
into  a  channel,  the  entrance  of  which  was  very 
narrow,  and  fo  choaked  up  with  flaggs,  that  there 
were  fcarcely  room  to  manage  their  oars.  From 
hence  they  pafled  into  a  broad  river,  with  very 
pleafant  fields  of  rice  on  each  fide,  and  fome 
mountains  at  a  difiance,  whereon,  amongft  many 
other  trees,  there  flourifhed  a  few  bearing  pepper, 
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together  with  feveral  handfome  houfes,  gardens 
well  laid  out,  which  with  groves  here  and  there  in- 
terfperfed,  form  a  moft  agreeable  landfcape. 

Kuddan  Mallair  lies  upon  the  right  fide  of  the 
river,  in  a  village  inhabited  by  Chriftians  of  the 
feet  of  St.  Thomas.  In  their  pailage  up  this  river, 
they  fired  at  a  large  crocodile,  which  lay  funning 
himfelf  upon  a  bank,  but  he  efcaped  into  the  wa¬ 
ter.  This  voracious  animal  was  greatly  dreaded 
by  the  country  people,  and  had  done  a  great  deal 
of  mifehief. 

The  king  was  rebuilding  his  palace,  which  was 
an  old  fafhioned  fquare  flrudlure,  wherein  there 
was  a  vafl  number  of  apartments,  fome  of  them 
ornamented  with  good  carved  work,  and  the  win¬ 
dows  being  either  twilled  canes  or  tranfparent 
fhells  of  mother  of  pearl.  In  it  were  alfo  fome 
very  fine  bathing  rooms,  which  were  to  be  afeend- 
ed  by  broad  flone  Heps,  fome  whereof  were 
twenty  feet  in  length,  and  a  foot  and  a  half  thick. 

Mr.  NieuhofF’s  coming  having  been  fignihed  at 
court  before  his  arrival,  he  was  received  upon  the 
fhore  by  a  great  officer  of  ftate,  who  conducted 
him  to  the  royal  prefence,  and  he  found  the  king 
extremely  well  inclined  to  the  Dutch  interefi.  His 
majeHy  attended  him  to  the  door,  at  his  departure, 
and  the  officer  of  Hate  who  had  introduced  him 
afterwards,  brought  him  into  his  own  apartment, 
where  he  had  provided  an  handfome  entertainment 
for  him  and  his  attendants.  Mr.  NiduhofF  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  this  monarch,  which  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing  ;  this  done,  he  departed  from  Co¬ 
chin  to  give  an  account  to  Mr.  Huflart  of  his  man¬ 
ner  of  proceeding  ;  by  whom  he  was  again  dif- 
patched  to  the  king  of  Porka,  to  put  the  Hniffiing 
hand  to  this  negotiation,  which  chiefly  regarded 
the  pepper  trade  ;  and  fo  much  rcfpedl  was  paid  to 
him  on  account  of  the  character  in  which  he  ap¬ 
peared,, 
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peared,  that  he  had  an  audience  of  the  king  an 
hour  after  his  arrival,  who  received  him  very  mag¬ 
nificently  dreffed,  and  royally  attended. 

After  he  had  delivered  his  credentials,  the  king, 
who  fpoke  good  Portuguefe,  conferred  with  him 
m  private,  and  granted  every  thing  that  he  de¬ 
manded  in  behalf  of  the  company,  in  confi dera¬ 
tion  of  a  fum  of  money  to  be  paid  him  at  a  cer¬ 
tain  time.  His  rnajedy  was  an  abfolute  prince,  in¬ 
dependent  of  any  other  power,  and  fo  Severely 
juft,  that  no  man  in  his  dominions  dared  be  guilty 
of  the  mod:  trifling  theft  whatfoever.  lie  was 
well  made,  had  a  good  fliare  of  natural  under- 
danding,  and  was  not  above  thirty  years  old.  He 
was  mailer  of  above  five  hundred  fmall  craft,  and 
in  thefe  Confided  his  principal  flrength. 

The  kings  of  Forka  were  formerly  idolaters, 
worshipping  at  lead  nine  hundred  idols.  Chridi- 
anity  was  introduced  here,  and  has  prevailed  lately 
pretty  much,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fixteenth  cen¬ 
tury. 

He  who  reigned,  when  our  author  was  there, 
was  an  encourager  of  it,  and  had  granted  to  the 
Jefuits  considerable  privileges ;  fuch  as  that  of  build¬ 
ing  churches  with  erodes  on  their  tops,  and 
fteeples  with  bells  in  them  ;  and  in  thefe,  Chrifli- 
ans  were  allowed  freely  to  exercife  their  religion. 

The  kingdom  of  Porka  is  about  twelve  leagues 
long,  having  Cochin  to  the  northward,  Calcolang 
to  the  Southward,  thefea  to  the  wed,  and  Takkeiv 
Berkenker  to  the  north-ead.  The  land  is  in  gene¬ 
ral  fruitful,  but  the  air  not  wholefome.  The  in¬ 
habitants  are  much  afflicted  with  blindnefs,  ari- 
fmg  from  their  eating  hot  rice  ;  and  thick  Swelled 
legs,  caufed  by  their  drinking  brackifli  water.. 
They  live  by  hufbandry,  and  vending  their  pepper, 
which  ufed  formerly  to  be  bought  up  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  but  is  at  prefen t  wholly  engroded  by  the 
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Dutch,  to  whom  the  king  may,  in  fome  meafure, 
be  looked  upon  as  tributary. 

From  Porka  our  author  and  Mr.  George  Henry 
Willing  fet  out  on  horfeback  for  the  city  of  Marta, 
or  Mar  tan,  which  is  the  metropolis  of  a  kingdonx- 
of  the  fame  name,  lying  three  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Cochin. 

About  noon  the  fame  day,  they  arrived  at  the 
Dutch  Eafl  India  fadlory  in  that  city,  which  is  a 
handfo'me  building,  eredled  in  the  Malabar  tafle  ; 
with  good  gardens,  and  walks  planted  with  palm. 

Our  author  was  introduced  to  the  king,  but  was 
flrongly  oppofed  in  his  demands,  which  were  to 
forbid  the  importation  of  pepper ;  all  which 
branches  of  trade  the  company  wanted  to  engrofs 
to  themfelves.  •  ; 

Some  Mahometan  merchants,  in  whole  hands 
this  traffic  was  particularly  veiled,  ufed  all  their- 
in  ter  ell  with  ’the  king,  to  prevent  our  author  from 
carrying  his  point  ;  in  which,  however,  after  a 
toilfome  negotiation  of  two  days,  he  fucceeded, 
he  not  having  infilled  on  the  grant  of  peeling  wild 
cinamon. 

When  matters  were  adjufled  to  the  mutual  fa- 
tisfaflion  of  the  king  and  the  fadlor,  articles  of 
agreement  were  drawn  up,  and  figned  by  them 
both,  in  an  area  before  the  court ;  an  incredible 
number  of  people  having  flocked  together  to  be 
witneffes  of  this  ceremony.  Mr.  NieuhofF,  in  the 
management  of  this  treaty,  fliewed  himfelf  a  man 
of  very  great  abilities  ;  for  had  he  not  been  mafter 
of  a  great  deal  of  penetration,  and  known  very 
well  how  to  time  his  generofity,  he  would  have 
ftood  a  very  poor  chance  of  fucceeding. 

The  kingdom  of  Marten  extends  as  far  as  Porka,’ 
which  bounds  it  to  the  northward  ;  on  the  fouth, 
it  has  the  Indian  fea,  and  is  terminated  to  the 
eaftward  by  very  high  mountains.  It  is  populous 
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and  fruitful,  abounding  with  pepper.,  having  plenty 
of  peafe,  beans,  and  other  vegetables,  with  good' 
fields  of  rice,  and  fome  fait  pits. 

The  reigning  king  was  a  perfon  about  fixty  years 
old,  a  large  limbed  {fern  looking  men,  wearing  a 
fcariet  turban  lined  with  calico,  and  keeping  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  negroes  in  pay. 

There  is  a  good  number  of  Chriftians  in  this 
kingdom,  and  the  jefuits,  in  the  year  1581,  had  in- 
tereft  enough  to  procure  leave  to  build  a  church, 
which  they  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  ;  the  flniilung 
hand  having  been  put  to  it  on  the  day  facred  to 
the  memory  of  this  faint. 

Our  author  returned  from  Marten,  on  the  oth  of 
February,  to  Kalcolang,  the  monarch  of  which 
place  prefented  him  with  a  very  rich  brocaded 
gown  made  after  the  Indian  fad'd  on  ;  and  expretled 
great  pleafure  when  he.  heard  the  fuccefs  of  his 
negotiation. 

Fehr-uary  the  1 2th,  Mr.  NieuhofF  embarked  in  a 
vefTel,  prepared  purpofely  for  him,  for  Attingen, 
which  place  was  the  reddence  of  the  king  ofTra- 
vankoor.  About  break  of  day,  he  landed  at  a. 
village  about  five  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Coulahg, 
called  Napoli,  being  carried  afliore  in  an  Indian 
boat ;  for  the  fea  ran  then  fo  high,  that  the  veflef 
in  which  he  was,  would  have  been  endangered, 
had  it  not  kept  aloof. 

From  Napull  he  travelled  for  about  a  league, 
with  the  fea  all  the  while  in  view,  till  he  came  to  a 
large  river,  where  he  embarked  on  board  a  boat, 
which,  after  three  hours  rowing,  brought  him 
fafely  to  the  court  of  the  king  of  Tra'vankoor; 
one  of  whofe  great  officers  met  him  on  the  flairs 
as  he  afcended,  and  conduced  him  into  the  royal 
prefence,  where  he  was  very  refpeftfully  received  ; 
and  having  delivered  his  credentials,  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  wait  for  an  anfwer  in  the  gardens  of  the 
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palace,  to  which  he  was  conduced,  in  order  that 
lie  might  fee  them,  being  attended  by  fome  of  the 
principal  nobility,  and  refrefhed  with  pyfang. 

After  fome  delay  in  this  place,  he  received  a 
meffage  from  the  king,  to  inform  him,  that  in  an 
affair  of  fo  much  confequence  as  that  negotiation 
now  depending,  his.  majeffy  could  not  determine 
till  the  following  day ;  and  his  anfwer  then  was  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  Mr.  Nieuhoff  had  room  to 
fufpedf,  that  the  company  would  find  no  very  good 
friend  in  the  king  ;  but  he  had  a  meffage  fent  pri¬ 
vately  by  the  queen,-  affuring  him  of  her  good  in¬ 
clinations  to  the  Dutch,- which  fhe  would  exert  in 
endeavouring  to  haften  a  peace  between  them.  In 
fine,  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty  was  adjourned  to 
Coulang,  to  which  place  our  author  returned  on 
the  1 6th  of  February. 

The  kingdom  of  Travankoor  is  about  twenty- 
four  leagues  long,  it  takes  its  name  from  the  capital 
city,  and  abounds  with  pepper,  rice,  wild  cina- 
hion,  &c.  The  inhabitants,  who  are  pretty  nu¬ 
merous,  drefs  after  the  Malabar  fafhion.  The 
king  is  ferved  in  great  ffate,  maintaining  abun¬ 
dance  of  commanders,  whom  they  call  mandegals, 
and  many  counfellors,  called  pullas. 

The  pepper  about  Attingen  is  not  fo  large  as  in 
the  valleys  of  Coulang  and  Cochin,  the  foil  that 
produces  it  being  flrong  and  red. 

The  hills  are  divided  into  fields  of  rice,  rifing 
one  above  another  like^  ffeps,  and  watered  by  many 
pleafant  little  ffreams. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February,  our  author  fet  out 
from  Coulang,  in  company  with  Mr.  Seaward 
Baker,  for  Gaenree,  in  order  to  conclude  a  treaty 
with  the  queen  of  that  place  ;  but  on  his  arrival  at 
Caligoli,  he  was  informed,  that  the  queen  was  gone 
upon  a  pilgrimage  into  the  country  of  Paratali, 
whence  fhe  would  not  return  in  lefs  than  a  month, 
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it  being  five  days  tedious  journey,  without  any 
conveniency  of  carriage  ;  befides  the  roads  being 
fo  rocky,  they  were  fcarcely  pafTabJe.  This  dif- 
appointment  induced  him  to  give  over  his  defign  of 
going  after  the  queen,  and  to  leave  a  letter  with 
one  of  her  refid oors,  inviting  her  to  accept  of  the 
proffered  friendfhip  of  the  company  as  the  other 
Malabar  princes  had  done. 

Soon  after  this  tranfaflion,  Mr.  Nieuhoff  was 
met  at  Coulang-China,  by  one  of  the  king  of 
Travankoor’s  refidoors,  who,  after  fome  alterca¬ 
tion,  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  him,  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  company. 

March  the  2d,  Mr.  Nieuhoff"  fet  out  for  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  the  queen  of  Coulang,  whom  he  found  at¬ 
tended  by  feven  hundred  foldiers,  and  extremely 
well  inclined  to  accept  of  all  his  overtures;  fhe 
prefented  him  with  a  golden  bracelet  taken  from 
her  own  arm.  She  was  a  middle-aged  woman, 
very  capable  of  managing  public  affairs.  Her  com¬ 
plexion  was  brown,  and  her  hair  black,  tyed  be¬ 
hind  in  a  knot,  round  her  middle  was  wrapped  a 
ifrip  of  calico,  another  flowed  carelefly  over  her 
fhoulders  ;  the  upper  part  of  her  body  was  naked, 
and  fhe  had  a  fort  of  white  cap  on  ;  her  neck  and 
arms  were  ornamented  with  golden  bracelets  fet 
with  precious  ffones,  and  file  had  very  valuable 
pendents  in  her  ears,  which  were  very  long. 

Our  author,  on  his  return  to  Coulang,  paid  a  vi- 
fit  to  admiral  Houfiart,  to  whom  he  gave  a  full 
account  of  all  his  proceedings,  and  who  exprefied 
himfelf  extremely  well  pleafed  at  his  conduct. 

About  this  time,  commodore  Bitter’s  lady  was 
introduced  to  the  queen  by  Mr.  Nieuhoff,  in  whofe 
palanquin  fhe  was  conduced  to  court,  where  file 
was  extremely  well  received,  and  the  Malabar  wo* 
men  were  as  curious  to  have  a  fight  of  her,  peep¬ 
ing  into  the  palanquin  as  die  palfed  along,  on  ac- 
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count  of  her  being  an  European,  as  fhe  could  pof- 
fibly  be  to  have  an  interview  with  the  queen  of 
Coulang  and  her  ladies. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Our  author  quits  Coulang ,  and  is  ordered  to  Touteko- 
rin  ;  and  after  fome  time  remanded  back  to  Coulang  ; 
a  defcription  of  Toutekorin ,  and  a  character  of  the 
inhabitants :  of  an  extraordinary  fort  of  mice :  the 
boldnefs  of  the  ferpents  of  Madure  :  Jhowers  of 
fand  very  dangerous :  the  manner  in  which  the 
nayk  of  Madure  fecures  the  fidelity  of  his  principal 
officers :  of  the  pearl  fijhery  :  the  manner  of  diving 
for  pearls  :  of  an  animated  horn  called fianco  :  our 
author  croffes  the  Balligate  mountains  \  in  danger  of 
being  plundered  by  robbers :  he  comes  baek  to  Cou • 
lung,  but  quits  it  on  account  cf  a  difpute ,  and  em¬ 
barks  for  Holland:  his  conduct  approved  of  $  he  is 
appointed  a  fabler  for  the  Eajt  India  company 
again . 

OUR  author  having  fettled  the  company’s  af¬ 
fairs  upon  a  good  footing,  and  fecured  their 
trade,  by  concluding  treaties  with  feveral  of  their 
princes  upon  the  coall  of  Malabar,  fet  out  from 
Coulang,  where  he  had  chiefly  refided  more  than 
two  years,  for  Toutekorin,  there  to  Ripply  the 
place  of  the  company’s  chief  director,  who  was 
ordered  to  Periia  upon  very  important  bufmefs. 

March  the  12th,  our  author  embarked  for  that 
city,  where  he  arrived  on  the  18th,  having  been 
harraffed  by  contrary  winds.  He  (laid  here  about 
fix  months,  and  was  then  remanded  back  to  Cou¬ 
lang,  where  he  was  fappofed  to  be  in  high  efli- 
mation,  to  take  upon  him  once  again  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  company’s  trade  in  that  city;  leaving 
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to  Mr.  Laurence  Piil,  the  care  of  their  interefl;  at 
Toutekorin. 

Toutekorin  is,  properly  fpeaking,  no  better  than 
the  chief  village,  there  being  fix  others  upon  the 
coaft  of  Madure,  which,  in  all,  are  fuppofed  to 
contain  about  twenty  thoufand  fouls.  It  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  fea-port,  fituated  on  a  flat,  ornamented  with 
fome  good  flone  buildings,  among  which  are  three 
Chriflian  churches,  a  convent  of  Francifcans,  and 
a  Proteftant  chapel. 

The  inhabitants  are  rather  Heathens  than  Chrif- 
tlans,  tho*  they  feem.  very  attentive  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  divine  fervice,  of  which,  however,  they 
underhand  but  little.  They  are  flrong  and  black, 
deceitful,  cunning,  and  amorous,  paying  but  little 
refpeft  to  their  wives,  and  keeping  generally  many 
favourite  miftrefles.  They  feed  upon  meat  and 
rice,  drink  nothing  but  water,  and  fubfifl  upon 
pearl  fifhing,  weaving  and  painting  of  calicoes. 

The  captains  and  governors  of  thefe  (even  vil¬ 
lages,  who  are  chofen  annually,  fwear  fidelity  to 
the  Dutch  Eafl  India  company.  They  are  princi¬ 
pally  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  nayk  of  Madure, 
whofe  country  is  about  feventy-five  leagues  long, 
and  thirty  broad,  the  fea-coaft:  being  full  of  pearl ; 
the  land  void  of  any  fort  of  verdure,  houfeleek 
and  thiftl.es  excepted ;  nor  will  even  the  coco, 
which  fprings  up  almofl:  any  where,  fiourifh  in' 
this  foil. 

Here  are  hares,  the  flefh  of  which  is  tough, 
alfo  red  partridges ;  here  are  alfo  two  forts  of  mice, 
both  which  are  an  overmatch  for  a  cat,  the  {mailer 
fort  is  red  and  very  fierce  ;  the  larger  fort  in  colour 
and  fhape  like  the  European  mice,,  but  they  have  a 
rough  lkin,  withou  t  any  hair.  Thefe  are  as  large  as 
cats,  fight  fioutiy,  and  do  confiderable  damage* 
by  digging  holes  in  the  merchants  wardioufes, 
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The  country  is  full  of  venomous  creatures ;  and 
fo  fearlefs  are  their  ferpents,  that  one  of  them 
caft  its  fkin  in  the  night  at  the  feet  of  our  author’s 
bed. 

In  O&ober,  November,  and  December,  the 
wefterly  winds  are  peftiferoufly  hot,  bearing  with 
them  fuch  fhowers  of  light  fand  from  the  moun¬ 
tains,  that  it  is  dangerous  walking  in  the  fields,  for 
fear  of  being  fmothered  by  them. 

The  nayk  is  mailer  of  feveral  confiderable  pro¬ 
vinces,  each  of  which  has  its  peculiar  governor, 
of  whofe  fidelity  he  allures  himfelf  by  detaining 
their  wives  and  children  under  a  guard  of  eunuchs, 
in  a  cafiie  about  feven  leagues  from  Mad  lire  ;  nor 
are  the  hufkands  permitted  to  fee  them  without  a 
particular  licence,  which  generally  limits  their  fray 
to  two  or  three  days  :  for  this  reafon,  many  of  his 
chief  nobility  content  themfelves  with  harlots. 
We  fhould  have  obferved  before,  that  the  word 
nayk,  figiiified  governor  or  viceroy  formerly,  tho’ 
at  prefent  it  is  awarded  to  thofe  .who  bear  the 
royal  power. 

The  pearl-fifhery  lies  between  the  coafl  of 
Madure  and  the  illand  of  Ceylon.  Some  of  the 
banks  whereon  the  oyfrers  are  laid,  are  fix  or  feven 
fathom  under  water,  and  double  that  diftance  from 
the  fhore.  The  pearl-banks  are  rather  rocks  of 
white  coral:  the  oyflers,  when  they  come  to  be 
fix  years  old,  vomit  out  their  pearls,  which  are 
confequently  loft.  October  is  the  beft  feafon  to 
full  for  them,  the  weather  being  then  calm,  and 
the  fea  pretty  quiet.  The  divers  are  covered  with 
a  thin  waiftcoat,  having  gloves  on  their  hands, 
and  nets  tyed  about  their  necks  ;  into  which  they 
put  the  oyfters  they  pick  up  from  the  rocks.  To 
each  of  them  is  appended  a  ft  one  of  about  fifty 
pounds  weight,  whereby  they  are  carried  more 
fwiftly  to  the  bottom  ;  and  this  ftone  is  drawn  up 
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as  foon  as  they  give  the  fignal  of  their  having 
touched  the  ground  :  they  then  go  to  work  asfaft 
as  ever  they  can,  fcraping  the  fhells  wherewith 
they  fill  their  nets  from  the  rocks.  When  they 
find  themfelves  unable  to  flay  any  longer  under  wa¬ 
ter,  they  are,  upon  pulling  the  rope  which  ties 
them,  one  end  of  it  being  held  by  a  perfon  in  the 
boat,  immediately  drawn  up.  Thefe  boats,  which 
are  called  toniis,  together  with  their  crews  and 
divers,  are  hired  for  lo  much  a  day. 

All  the  oyfiers  that  are  brought  on  fhore  are 
laid  in  an  heap  till  the  time  of  fifliing  is  over,  and 
then  they  are  opened  in  a  wooden  houfe  ere&ed 
for  that  purpofe,  before  a  factor  belonging  to  the 
company,  and  one  of  the  nayk’s  agents.  It  often 
happens,  that  the  bad  fmell,  arifing  from  their 
having  been  kept  too  long,  communicates  an  in¬ 
fectious  diftemper.  In  fome  fhells  are  often  found 
no  pearls,  in  others,  fix  or  feven,  nay  fometimes 
eight.  They  are  brightened  before  they  are  fold, 
by  rubbing  them  with  powdered  rice  and  fait. 

Befides  the  pearl-oyfiers,  they  catch  upon  this 
coaft,  a  certain  animated  horn  called  fiancos  ;  of 
thefe  they  make  bracelets  and  thumb-rings,  pre¬ 
ferring  them  to  ivory.  Among  them  is  fometimes 
catched  one  much  more  valuable  than  the  refi,  on 
account  of  its  bignefs  and  colour,  being  red  and 
green  ;  which  is  called  the  king’s  horn  :  but  there 
is  fcarcely  found  more  than  one  of  thefe  in  a  hun¬ 
dred  years.  The  divers  and  fifiiermen  are  often 
devoured  by  (harks,  agaiiift  which  voracious  crea¬ 
tures  they  arm  themfelves  with  charms  and  in¬ 
cantations,  notwithfianding  their  being  Chrifiians. 

Our  author,  in  his  journey  to  Coulang,  eroded 
the  Balligate,  which  is  a  dreadful  ridge  of  moun¬ 
tains,  above  a  hundred  leagues  long ;  the  furface 
of  the  earth  being  of  a  bright  red,  caufes,  by  re¬ 
flection, 
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fleftioii,  a  mod  dreadful  appearance  in  the  Iky* 
upon  a  fundiiny  day. 

As  there  are  no  inns  between  Toutekorin  and 
Coulang,  wherein  travellers  may  red  and  be  re¬ 
freshed,  our  author  was  attended  by  feveral  flaves, 
who  carried  provifions,  and  a  guard  of  foldiers ; 
to  which  lad  addition  to  his  train  he  was  obliged 
for  proteffion  from  a  party  of  Malabar  robbers, 
who,  had  he  not  thus  been  defended,  would  have 
certainly  dripped  him  and  his  people ;  for,  they  had 
the  boldnefs  to  feize  two  of  his  followers,  who 
were  loaden  with  Perfian  wines  :  however,  they 
were  put  to  flight  upon  perceiving  a  file  of  muf 
queteers  ready  to  difcharge  upon  them. 

May  the  25th,  Mr.  Nieuhoff  arrived  at  Coulang, 
where  he  took  meafures  for  fortifying  and  repair¬ 
ing  the  city,  but  having  fome  difference  with  Mr. 
Goens,  who  prefided  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Hou- 
dart,  then  at  Batavia,  he  was  ordered  to  the  city 
of  Columbo  in  the  ifle  of  Ceylon :  from  .which 
place,  having  daid  there  about  a  year,  he  went  to 
Batavia  on  the  20th  of  Augud  1667,  where  he 
remained  three  years  without  being  at  ail  engaged 
in  the  company’s  fervice. 

December  the'  17th  1670,  he  fet  fail  for  Holland 
in  an  Ead  India  fhip,  and  on  the  id  of  January 
got  fight  of  the  ifle  of  Money. 

March  the  6th,  they  made  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  where,  upon  the  8th  of  the  fame  month, 
arrived  the  Mary  yacht,  having  on  board  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Mondeverguin,  a  French  nobleman,  who 
was  governor  of  Madagafcar  and  fome  other  places 
under  the  jurifdiction  of  France. 

They  left  the  cape  on  the  20th,  and  on  the 
9th  of  July,  came  to  anchor  in  the  Texel ;  in  a 
few  days  after,  our  author  went  to  Amderdam, 
where  he  had  a  conference  with  count  Maurice  of 
Haff&u,  who  was  particularly  pleafed  with  the  ob- 
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fermions  that  he  had  made  in  his  various  voyages 
and  travels  ;  nor  were  the  directors  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  lefs  fatisfied  with  his  behaviour  and  con¬ 
duct.  In  token  of  their  approbation,  they  a  third 
time  appointed  him  one  of  their  factors  to  the 
Eaft  Indies ;  but  before  we  follow  him  in  this  his 
laft  voyage,  we  lhall  proceed  to  lay  before  you  his 
account  of  the  illand  of  Java  in  general,  and  the 
city  of  Batavia  in  particular ;  for  no  man  could  be 
more  exa<ft  in  his  obfervations  during  his  hay  upon 
that  illand,  he  having  iived  upon  it  three  years, 
without  being  employed  by  the  Eah  India  com¬ 
pany,  as  we  have|before  obferved  ;  and  his  remarks, 
not  only  abound  with  matter  fufficient  to  entertain 
and  inhruft  a  curious  and  intelligent  reader,  but, 
upon  the  whole,  they  are  allowed  to  be  the  heft 
defcription  of  that  illand,  both  for  truth  and  ex** 
adtnefs ;  that  has  been  hitherto  publilhed. 

CHAP.  VII. 

The  fituation  of  the  ifland  of  Java  ;  its  divifion  and 
chiefs  ;  foil ,  productions?  climate ,  feafons ,  beafts 
wild  and  tame  :  the  natives  of  the  ifland  char  ah  e~ 
rfed  :  the  antient  ftate  of  Batavia  ;  its  modern 
appearance ;  its  ftreets ,  channels ,  and  number  of 
bridges :  its  churches ,  caftle ?  and  other  public 
buildings. 

TH  E  illand  of  great  Java  lies  fix  degrees 
fouthward  of  the  line.  It  is  divided  from 
Sumatra  by  the  hreights  of  Sunda,  the  dihance 
between  them  not  being  more  than  live  leagues. 
Small  velfels  may  pafs  conveniently  between  it  and 
Borneo,  an  illand  lying  to  the  north.  It  is  fe- 
parated  on  the  eaft  from  the  lelfer  Java,  otherwife 
called  Baty,  by  the  channel  of  Balambnam ;  on 
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the  fouth,  it  is  wafhed  by  the  main  ocean.  It  is 
fuppofed  to  be  near  one  hundred  and  forty  leagues 
long,  its  breadth  is  different  in  many  places.  On 
the  north  coaff  of  Java,  are  feveral  good  harbours, 
commodious  creeks,  and  flourifhing  towns,  with 
fome  fmall  iflands  near  the  fhore. 

This  ifland  was  formerly  divided  into  feveral 
petty  kingdoms,  but  they  are  all  at  prefent  united 
under  the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  king  of  Bantam,  who 
is  in  poffeffion  of  the  weffern  part  of  the  ifland, 
and  the  emperor  of  Mataram,  who  governs  the 
eaffern,  and  by  far  the  better  part  of  great  Java, 
whereof  he  is  ftiled  emperor  by  the  Dutch. 

The  land  is  fertile  about  the  fea-coafi,  but  the 
Europeans  have  as  yet  made  very  little  progrefs  in 
the  country,  the  ingrefs  whereof  is  forbid  by 
foreffs  that  are  impaffable,  and  mountains  that 
wrap  their  hoary  heads  in  clouds. 

They  have  plenty  of  rice  and  fait,  with  good 
hogs,  oxen,  fheep,  fifh  and  fowl,  both  wild  and 
tame.  The  woods  are  infefted  with  t}/gers,  rhino- 
cerofes,  and  various  other  forts  of  wild  beads; 
and  crocodiles  lurk  in  almoft  all  the  rivers.  There 
are  no  vegetive  productions  natural  to  the  foil  of 
Malabar,  which  are  not  known  here.  Few  cli¬ 
mates  are  more  temperate  and  wholefome,  the  eaft 
and  weft  winds  blowing  all  the  year  along  the  fea- 
fhore,  befides  the  common  land  and  fea-breezes. 

The  coaft  is  very  dangerous  in  the  month  of 
December,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the  wef- 
terly  winds.  In  February,  the  weather  is  chan¬ 
geable,  with  cafual  Harms  of  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning.  In  March,  they  begin  to  fow,  their  fugar 
and  rice  ripens  in  July,  and  October  furnifhes 
them  not  only  with  plenty  of  fruit,  but  with  every 
thing  neceflary  to  fuftain  life,  as  well  as  to  make  it 
agreeable* 
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The  Iky  is  generally  ferene  from  May  to  No¬ 
vember,  when  it  begins  to  be  overcaff,  and  rains 
fome  time  fo  vehemently  for  three  or  four  days 
together,  that  all  the  low  countries  are  laid  under 
water  ;  yet,  one  conveniency  attends  that  innun- 
dation,  that  of  carrying  off  numberlefs  broods  of 
infefts,  which  would  otherwife  prove  destructive 
to  their  fruit. 

The  natives  of  Java  are  proud,  barbarous, 
cheats,  lyars,  and  impoffors ;  they  have  flat  faces, 
of  a  brown  hue,  with  little  eyes,  like  the  antient 
Chinefe,  from  whom  they  boaA  themfelves  de- 
fcended,  large  eye-brows,  with  big  cheeks,  and 
thin  black  hair  :  the  men  are  ftrong-limbed  and 
robuft,  wearing  a  piece  of  callico  wrapped  feveral 
times  round  their  bodies,  which,  among  the  better 
fort,  is  flowered  with  gold. 

The  women  are  generally  fmall,  having  this 
garment  reaching  from  their  arm-pits  to  their 
knees,  all  below  being  bare. 

The  religion  of  the  Javanefe,  who  live  near  the 
fea-flde,  has  been  that  of  Mahomet  for  near  two 
centuries :  the  red  of  the  natives  are  pagans,  and 
they  are  all  indulged  in  the  liberty  of  having  two 
or  three  wives,  befldes  as  many  concubines  as  they 
can  keep. 

On  the  weflern  part  of  this  ifland,  near  thefea, 
lie  feveral  good  cities,  fuch  as  Batavia,  Taggel, 
Charabaon,  Dermuyaon,  Manuhaon,  Karavaon; 
on  the  eaftern  part  the  cities  of  Balambuam, 
Panarukan,  Paflarvan,  Joartan,  Surabafaya,  Bran- 
daon,  Sydaya,  Tubaon,  Kajaon,  japare,  Pati,  Da¬ 
nina,  Samarang,  and  Mataram,  the  refldence  of 
the  emperor  of  Java. 

Batavia  was  formerly  no  more  than  an  open 
village,  inhabited  by  pagans,  and  furrounded  by 
a  pallifado  of  bamboos  ;  but  flnce  the  Dutch  have 
eflablifhed  a  Settlement  here,  it  is  faid  to  be  one 
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of  the  fineft  cities  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  The  Chi- 
nefe  and  Javanefe  call  it  Kalakka,  from  a  fort  of 
cocoa  fruit,  which  abounds  in  its  neighbourhood  : 
it  lies  in  five  degrees  fifty  minutes  fouth  latitude, 
having  to  the  fouthward  a  fenny  foil,  and  being 
bounded  to  the  northward  by  woods  and  moun¬ 
tains  :  it  is  watered  by  a  beautiful  river,  that  takes 
its  rife  in  a  neighbouring  mountain  ;  and  after 
wandering  thro’  a  thoufand  little  meanders,  col- 
lefis  itfelf  into  a  body  before  it  enters  into  the  ci¬ 
ty  of  Batavia,  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea. 

Batavia  is  of  a  quadrangular  figure,  fortified  with 
a  done  wall,  having  twenty- two  badions  and  four 
great  gates,  two  whereof  are  extremely  magnifi¬ 
cent,  being  the  workmanfhip  of  the  famous  John 
Lifting. 

The  bay,  in  which  it  is  fituated,  has  feventeen 
or  eighteen  iflands  in  and  about  it,  whereby  the 
violence  of  the  waves  and  winds  is  checked  and 
broken ;  fo  that  the  harbour,  which  will  contain 
above  a  thoufand  veffels,  is  one  of  the  fafeft  in  the 
world  ;  and  feveral  barks  may  lie  clofe  under  the 
banks  of  the  river,  in  a  muddy  bottom,  without, 
anchors  :  it  is  (hut  up  every  night  at  nine  o’clock 
by  a  chain,  thro’  which  no  ftiip  is  permitted  to 
pafs  without  paying  a  certain  cuftom,  being  guard¬ 
ed  by  a  ftrong  party  of  foldiers. 

The  ftreets.  of  this  city  run  in  a  ftrait  line,  and 
are  moft  of  them  thirty  feet  broad,  being  paved 
with  brick  near  the  houfes,  which  are  handfome 
and  commodious,  each  having  a  good  flower-gar¬ 
den  handfoinely  laid  out,  and  well  flocked  with 
fruits,  flowers,  and  plants.  There  are  fifteen 
ftreets  which  have  canals  of  water  in  them,  and 
over  one  of  thefe  canals,  which  is  edged  and 
lined  with  ftone,  are  four  fine  ftrong  bridges, 
confifting  each  of  as  many  arches,  every  one 
of  which  being  twelve  feet  broad :  there  are 
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fifty-fix  bridges  in  this  city,  beiides  many  draw¬ 
bridges  without  the  walls,  made  of  wood. 

The  Crofs  church,  which  was  built  in  1640* 
being  of  folid  Rone,  claims  precedency  of  all  the 
other  buildings  of  Batavia;  its  Reeple  is  beauti¬ 
fully  adorned  with  iron  work,  the  Rone  edgings 
in  its  front  being  very  finely  carved,  and  its  top  a- 
domed  with  cherubims  :  however,  thefe  ornaments 
have  been  much  hurt  by  time,  and  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  the  air.  The  firudture,  upon  the  whole, 
is  lightfome  and  lofty,  the  pulpit  and  feats  are 
made  of  ebony,  with  fome  fine  iron  work  round 
them.  The  vefiry  is  of  the  laR-mentioned  wood, 
and  the  body  of  the  church  is  furnifhed  with  five 
very  fine  branches  brought  from  Holland.  The 
foundation  of  another  new  church  was  laid  before 
our  author  left  this  city,  befides  a  third  of  an  oc¬ 
tagonal  form  eredted  in  the  cafile  in  the  year  1644, 
with  a  fiat  top,  and  the  floor  covered  with  white 
and  blue  Rones  handfomely  polifhed. 

The  town-houfe  Rands  in  the  center  of  the  city  ; 
it  is  built  of  brick  tv/o  Rories  high,  the  afcent  to 
the  fecond  Rory  being  by  a  flight  of  winding  Rone- 
Rairs.  The  great  gate  of  this  Rru<Rure,  over 
which  is  a  Roue  gallery,  bounding  the  upper-hall, 
is  of  the  Corinthian  order  ;  the  windows  are  well 
glazed,  lofty,  and  fenced  with  iron  bars.  In  this 
houfe  the  courts  of  JuRice  meet,  as  well  as  the  fe- 
nators,  the  directors  of  hofpitals,  and  other  public 
buildings  ;  criminals  are  executed  upon  a  fcaffold 
ere<Red  before  it  for  that  purpofe :  the  officers  of 
juRice,  and  the  prifon-keeper  have  their  lodgings 
within  the  inner  court,  which  is  furrounded  with, 
a  high  wall  and  a  double  row  of  Rone  pillars. 

In  the  hofpital  for  the  fick,  which  Rands  upon 
the  banks  of  the  great  river,  you  will  fometimes 
fee  two  or  three  hundred  poor  patients,  wrho  are 
provided  with  every  necefiary  in  a  plentiful  man- 
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ner,  at  the  company’s  expence,  being  fupplied  with 
apothecaries,  furgeons,  miniDers,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers,  who  have  good  falaries,  and  are  regulated 
by  three  of  the  principal  people  of  Batavia,  one 
of  whom  takes  it  in  his  turn,  weekly,  to,  examine 
into  the  hate  of  the  hofpital,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  neat.  The  miniDer,  befides  vifiting 
the  fick,  is  obliged  to  fay  prayers  twice  a- day ;  and 
there  is  a  fermon  preached  on  fundays,  at  which 
thofe  who  are  able  are  obliged  to  attend. 

There  is  a  place  called  the  fpin-houfe,  eredted 
for  the  confinement  of  lewd  women,  where  they 
are  kept  continually  at  work,  being,  on  the  negledt 
of  it,  very  feverely  puniflied. 

On  the  brink  of  the  river  fiand  two  Daughter  - 
houfes,  fupported  by  wooden  piles  ;  by  which 
means  the  offals  of  the  beafis  that  are  killed  are 
eafiiy  difpofed  of  in  the  river :  here  they  kill  twice 
a  week,  and  every  butcher  has  a  particular  Dali, 
in  which  he  kills  his  meat,  being  obliged  to  pay  a 
tenth  penny  excife  for  every  beaD,  according  to 
the  value  put  upon  it  by  the  farmer  ;  beef  and 
pork,  in  our  author’s  time,  fold  at  four-pence  a 
pound,  and  mutton  much  dearer. 

Oppofite  to  the  town-houfe,  in  the  fame  fquare* 
is  a  Drudfure  divided  into  Drops,  which  are  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Chinefe,  at  the  rate  of  three  crowns 
a  month  each  fhop  ;  in  thefe  they  fell  all  forts  of 
cloaths  ready  made,  and  Duffs  and  callicoes. 

To  the  eaDward  of  the  town-houfe  is  a  range 
of  Dables  buiit  of  brick,  and  paved  with  Dones ; 
fo  that  the  filth  and  horfe-dung  may  be  eafiiy  waffl¬ 
ed  away,  wherein  are  kept  above  one  hundred  fad- 
dle-horfes,  which  are  the  property  of  the  Dutch 
EaD-India  company,  befides  coach  and  cart-horfes  ; 
thofe  which  are  brought  from  Ferfia  and  Arabia 
are  the  beD  ;  there  are  fome  few  brought  from 
Japara,  which  are  broken-mouthed.  Near  this 
t  place 
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place  is  a  very  handfome  menagery,  wherein  horfes 
are  broke  by  perfons  who  are  maintained  for  that 
purpofe  :  they  are  generally  natives  of  Perfia  ;  and 
5tls  remarkable  that  they  break  their  horfes  with¬ 
out  whip  or  fpur. 

The  Chinefe  hofpital  is  a  neat  brick  building, 
maintained  by  a  tax  laid  upon  marriages,  burials, 
and  public  fhews,  as  well  as  the  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  of  Chinefe  merchants.  In  this  houfe  the 
fick  and  fuperannuated  natives  of  China  find  a 
refuge,  at  lead:  from  abfolute  mifery. 

There  is  alfo  in  the  fame  ftreet  a  foundling- 
hofpital,  and  a  little  farther  off  a  ftrudlure,  in 
which  all  the  artifans  in  the  company’s  fervice  are 
lodged,  and  here  for  fome  time  our  author  took 
up  his  habitation.  In  this  houfe  the  furveyor-ge- 
neral  of  the  workmen,  who  keeps  under  him  two 
clerks,  has  handfome  apartments  ;  here  alfo  fuch 
criminals  as  have  been  condemned  to  chains,  are 
kept  to  hard  labour ;  the  doors  are  fhut  up  every 
night  at  nine  o’clock,  and  a  ftrong  guard  of  flaves 
polled  at  them  to  prevent  any  diforder  :  there  is 
a  furgeon  maintained  to  attend  thefe  people  at  the 
public  expence,  and  a  fchoolmafter,  who  fulfils  the 
duty  of  a  chaplain,  faying  prayers  conflantly  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening.  * 

The  company  maintain  a  great  many  people,  by 
means  of  their  rope-yard,  wherein  the  workmen 
enjoy  an  agreeable  fhade  from  a  row  of  nut-trees 
planted  on  each  fide  of  it. 

To  the  weft  of  the  rope-yard  fland  the  com¬ 
pany’s  warehouses  for  mace,  cinnamon,  eloves,  &c. 

The  fifh-market  of  Batavia  hands  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  river  ;  fupported  by  ftrong  wooden 
piles,  covered  with  pantiles.  About  the  middle  of 
it  is  the  dwelling-place  of  a  ceitain  officer,  who 
ftop^  all  fifhing-boats,  and  immediately  obliges 
them  to  fell  their  cargo  by  public  cant  to  the 
7  faireft 
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fairefl  bidder.  The  purchafers  are  Chinefe,  who 
pay  the  officer  two-pence  in  the  crown  for  every 
bargain  he  makes,  and  they  have  their  different 
flails  at  the  rate  of  two  rials  a  month.  This  market 
is  kept  open  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  four  in 
the  afternoon :  the  fiffimongers,  at  other  hours, 
are  to  be  found  behind  the  fieffi-market  on  the  ri¬ 
ver  fide. 

All  forts  of  grain  are  fold  in  the  corn-market ; 
a  meafure  of  rice,  containing  fomething  more  than 
thirteen  pounds,  being  rated  at  fix-pence :  this 
meafure  is  called  ganting.  All  the  corn  venders 
are  obliged  to  have  their  meafures  and  weights 
examined  twice  a  year,  and  marked  by  a  public 
officer,  appointed  to  this  duty,  in  the  prefence  of 
two  aldermen  ;  and  for  each  of  thefe  marks  they 
pay  two-pence. 

You  may  buy  a  fowl  in  the  market,  near  the 
new  bridge,  for  three-pence  :  here  you  may  alfo 
be  furniffied  with  dried  full,  eggs,  and  coarfe 
earthen  ware. 

From  four  in  the  morning  till  late  at  night, 
there  is  fcarcely  any  paffing,  the  crowds  are  fo 
very  great,  thro’  the  fruit-market,  which  is  flocked 
with  all  forts  of  herbs,  fruits,  &c.  by  the  Chinefe 
and  negroes,  who  are  obliged  to  pay  the  hun¬ 
dredth  penny  excife. 

Befides,  the  public  Latin  and  Greek  fchool, 
which  is  a  plain  handfome  building,  there  are  many 
private  academies  for  the  inflrudlion  of  youth,  and 
the  natives  are  pretty  forward  in  learning. 

A  printing-houfe  was  eflablifhed  in  the  year 
1667,  which  has  met  with  good  encouragement. 

In  the  caflle,  which  is  a  quadrangle  line  upon 
a  flat,  are  apartments  for  all  the  members  of  the 
council  of  the  Indies,  as  well  as  for  moil  of  the 
company’s  fervants ;  fuch  as  the  general  book¬ 
keeper,  the  fecretary  of  the  great  council,  &c>  but 

the 
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the  palace  of  the  governor,  which  is  within  the 
walls  of  the  cafile,  is  extremely  magnificent. 

It  is  a  brick  edifice,  exceeding  in  height  all  the 
other  buildings  of  this  city,  and  an  iron  fhip,  cu- 
rioufly  wrought,  which  crowns  the  turret  infiead 
of  a  weather-cock,  may  be  feen  a  great  way  at  fea. 
The  great  hall  is  ornamented  with  bright  polifhed 
armour,  befides  enfigns,  flags,  and  other  fpcils, 
taken  from  their  enemies  by  the  Dutch,  in  feveral 
engagements  :  it  is  here  that  the  governor  hears 
and  redrefies  complaints,  and  generally  attends  at 
prayers,  which  are  faid  every  night. 

Through  a  pleafant  garden,  in  the  center  of 
which  Hands  a  tamarind  tree,  remarkably  high, 
there  is  a  paffage  by  a  little  gate  belonging  to  the 
curtain,  over  a  bridge  to  a  fummer-houfe,  built 
upon  piles,  in  the  middle  of  the  water,  which  com¬ 
mands  a  full  view  of  the  harbour,  and  takes  in  a 
profpett  of  the  cafile  as  well  as  of  fome  part  of 
the  town. 

From  the  eafi  corner  of  this  fummer-houfe  runs 
a  gallery  leading  to  the  chamber  of  accompts, 
which  is  floored  with  grey  Hone,  and  has  a  flat 
roof;  herein  moH  of  the  company’s  book-keepers 
and  clerks  are  boarded  at  an  eafy  rate,  by  the  trea- 
furer.  On  the  fouth-fide  of  the  cafile  live  the 
members  of  the  great  council ;  the  governor  of 
the  marine  department  has  a  houfe  on  the  north 
fide,  and  near  his  are  the  lodgings  of  the  phyfi- 
.  dans,  furgeon,  apothecary,  factors,  &c.  here  are 
alfo  public  magazines  of  provifions,  wine,  Brunf- 
wic  mum,  Dutch  butter,  oil,  vinegar,  &c.  and  gun¬ 
powder  and  artificial  fire-works  are  kept  in  vaults 
underneath. 

There  are  forts  erefted  all  round  the  city,  tho' 
at  fome  difiance,  to  proted  the  inhabitants  of  the 
plain  from  the  incurilons  of  their  neighbouring 

barba- 
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barbarians,  who,  before  thefe  were  ere&ed,  ufed 
often  to  come  down  and  plunder  their  plantations. 

r ' :  i  f  i 

\  _  ;  ,  . 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  the  public  buildings  of  Batavia  continued ;  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Batavia  ;  of  the  boats  of  the 
favanefe ;  of  the  poifoned  arrows  of  the  people  of 
Macafjor  ;  of  the  religion  of  the  people  of  Ternor 
and  their  arms  ;  of  the- government  and  civil  power 
of  Batavia ,  as  well  as  the  ft  ate  of  the  church . 

THE  country  all  about  may  be  laid  under  wa¬ 
ter  by  fluices  upon  occafion,  and  its  fertility 
appears  by  its  flourifhing  rice  and  fugar-fields,  as 
well  as  its  blooming  gardens  and  fragrant  orchards. 

There  are  four  gun  powder-mills,  a  corn -mill, 
a  paper-mill,  and  a  mill  for  fawing  of  wood, 
eredfed  upon  one  of  the  branches  of  the  river ; 
which  are  all  turned  by  the  force  of  the  water. 

The  public  pefl-houfe  was  built  fome  years  fince, 
to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  an  infection  which  car¬ 
ried  off  numbers  of  people  ;  and  here  the  Tick  were 
provided  with  lodging,  diet,  and  fuitable  reme¬ 
dies. 

Befides  the  foot-garrifon,  there  is  a  troop  of 
horfe  maintained  at  the  company’s  expence,  as  a 
guard  to  the  general.  Thefe  have  great  privileges, 
and  make  a  very  handfome  appearance  on  Sundays. 

The  inhabitants  of  Batavia  are  a  compound  of 
divers  nations,  among  whom  the  Dutch  are  the 
moft  powerful  and  wealthy.  ■  Next  to  thefe  are  the 
Chinefe,  who  are  perhaps  the  moft  ingenious  cheats 
in  the  world.  They  farm  excites  and  cuftom,  and 
have  a  finger  in  every  thing  from  whence  they  can 
derive  profit.  They  live  under  a  governor  of  their 
own,  and  drefs  in  a  filk  or  calico  coat,  with  wide 

fleeves, 
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Reeves,  as  they  do  in  China,  with  their  hair  long 
and  neatly  twilled ;  for  here  they  pay  no  refpect 
to  the  Tartarian  edidls,  which  in  China  oblige  the 
natives  to  cut  all  their  hair  off,  excepting  one 
lock. 

The  Malayans  are  next  in  riches  and  trade  to 
the  Chinefe  *,  they  alfo  live  under  a  governor  of  their 
own  ;  their  houfes  being  covered  with  leaves,  and 
planted  round  with  coco-trees.  They  wear  light* 
filks  and  calicoes,  and  are  continually  chewing  be- 
tel,  or  fucking  tobacco,  through  lackered  fugar- 
canes. 

Mofl  of  the  pedlars  are  Moors,  who  have  little 
flails  in  the  neighbouring  market-towns,  and  fell 
coral  and  glafs-beads  about  the  flreets.  Some  of 
them  have  fmali  veflels  in  the  river,  wherein  they 
import  free-flone  from  the  adjacent  iflands. 

In  one  part  of  the  fuburbs  live  many  natives  of 
Amboyna,  in  houfes  made  of  wooden  planks,  not 
very  low,  and  indifferently  carved.  Their  women 
wrap  a  piece  of  calico  round  their  bodies,  and  an¬ 
other  round  their  fhoulders,  leaving  their  arms 
bare. 

The  natives  of  Amboyna  are  ill -looking,  daring, 
and  quarrelfome ;  they  have  long  black  hair,  and 
are  armed  with  feymitars  and  fhields  of  an  oval  fi¬ 
gure  :  they  are  mofl  of  them  carpenters,  and 
reckoned  very  dextrous  in  their  way. 

The  houfes  of  the  Javanefe  are  built  of  bam- 
boe-cane;  they  maintain  themfelves  by  hufbandry, 
planting  of  rice,  building  of  boats,  and  fifhing ; 
and  their  boats  are  extremely  fwift,  turned  up  in 
the  manner  of  horns,  and  for  their  expedition 
called  flying-boats. 

The  Mardiikers  or  Topaflers  live  both  within  and 
without  the  city  :  they  are  a  people  of  eafy  difpo- 
fition,  accommodating  themfelves,  without  much 
difficulty,  to  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  people 
Vol.IV.  M  amonn 
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among  whom  they  live.  They  have  divers  occu¬ 
pations,  drefs  fomething  like  the  Dutch,  and  their 
houfes  are  well  built  of  flone,  arched  and  covered 
over  with  tiles,  having  courts  before  the  doors,  plant¬ 
ed  with  all  forts  of  Indian  flowers.  Behind  the 
houfe  they  breed  their  pigs,  pigeons,  fowls,  &c. 

In  the  bland,  of  Macalfar  grows  a  tree,  fomething 
like  that  of  the  clove,  in  the  juice  of  which  the 
foldiers  of  Macalfar  dip  their  arrows,  which  thence 
acquire  a  quality  fo  very  poifonous,  that  they  kill 
without  remedy,  whatfoever  living  thing  they  chance 
to  touch.  A  certain  root  growing  in  the  lame 
bland  has  however  fometimes  been  found  an  an¬ 
tidote  againft  this  poifon ;  and  humam  ordure,  im¬ 
mediately  {wallowed,  being  one  of  the  molt  nau- 
feous  recipes  that  can  be  adminiflred,  has  been 
fometimes  known  to  avail,  by  provoking  violent  vo¬ 
miting.  The  arrows  ufed  by  the  foldiers  of  Ma- 
caifar  are  about  a  foot  long,  pointed  at  one  end 
with  a  very  hard  wood,  and  at  the  other  with  the 
tooth  of  a  certain  fifh.  In  the  ifland  of  Temor, 
mahometanifm  and  the  Roman  catholic  religion 
have  lately  made  fome  progrefs.  The  inhabitants 
were  formerly  pagans,  barbarous,  and  warlike, 
armed  with  fwords  of  fandal  wood,  wherewith 
they  can  cut  a  man  thro’  at  one  blow. 

The  inhabitants  of  divers  ifles  near  Macalfar  are 
called  Bokjes  or  Bougifles  :  they  go  for  the  mod 
part  naked,  excepting  a  piece  of  fluff  or  cloth  tie& 
about  their  middle,  and  hanging  down  to  their 
knees.  They  affiled  the  Dutch  in  their  wars 
againfl  the  king  of  Macalfar,  after  which  their  queen 
had  a  magnificent  palace  built  upon  the  brink  of 
the  river  of  Batavia,  adorned  with  dower-gardens, 
vineyards,  and  walks,  appointed  for  her  reception. 

The  government  of  Batavia  is  fettled  upon  the 
fame  bads  as  that  of  Holland,  being  regulated  by 
fix  colleges  or  councils  3  in  the  firil  of  which  all 

matters 
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matters  of  flate  are  tranfadled  under  recognizance 
of  the  members  of  the  council  of  the'  Indies,  over 
whom  the  governor-general  of  the  Indies  prefides* 
In  the  fecond  council  all  matters  relating  to  the 
public  revenue,  cufloms,  and  the  treafury,  are  de¬ 
bated  and  decided.  The  fecretary  of  this  coun¬ 
cil  has  the  care  of  what  money  arifes  from  public 
lines,  of  which  he  mull  give  an  exadt  account,  and. 
he  is  obliged  to  keep  a  regifler  of  all  the  tranf- 
actions  of  this  affembly  without  any  reward  but  his 
falary.  The  door-keeper  attends  while  the  coun¬ 
cil  is  fitting,  being  diftinguifhed  by  a  flick  and  a 
fdver  fhield,  on  which  is  imprefled  the  great  feal 
of  the  council.  His  bufmefs  is  to  fummon  in  their 
turns  fuch  perfons  as  are  cited  to  appear  before 
the  council.  The  third  council  confifls  of  the  al¬ 
dermen  and  fenators,  and  herein  are  determined 
all  difputes  arifing  between  private  citizens  and  the 
company’s  fervants.  This  college  alfo  takes  cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  regulations  of  public  buildings,  and 
.  the  chief  juflice  has  herein  a  decifive  fentence  in 
criminal  caufes. 

The  fourth  council  confifls  of  overfeers  of  the 
orphans  hofpital. 

In  the  fifth  council  prefides  a  member  of  the 
council  of  juflice,  who  licenfes  marriages,  granting 
none  to  men  under  twenty-one  years,  nor  to  wo- 
jmen  under  eighteen  ;  neither  permitting  marriages 
between  Chriflians  and  Pagans,  or  Mahometans  ; 
nor  allowing  Hollanders  to  wed  with  natives  who 
cannot  fpeak  Dutch. 

All  matters  relative  to  the  foldiery  and  militia 
are  determined  in  the  fixth  council  of  Batavia, 
which  is  called  the  council  of  war. 

The  ecclefiaflical  government  of  this  city  is  ma¬ 
naged  by  miniflers,  church-wardens,  and  overfeers 
of  the  parifli. 

M  2 
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The  citizens  have  many  pleafant  retreats  and 
gardens  without  the  gates  of  Batavia. 

On  the  top  of  a  mound  of  earth,  underneath 
which  lie  the  bones  of  a  Chinefe  governor,  enclofed 
with  brick  work,  Hands  a  cup  upon  a  table,  where¬ 
in  the  Chinefe  fometimes  put  money,  and  othei* 
times  victuals,  as  an  offering  to  the  foul  of  the  de- 
ceafed.  It  hands  in  the  midh  of  a  grove  of  beau¬ 
tiful  trees,  without  fide  the  New  Gate. 


CHAP.  IX. 


Of  plants 9  fruits 9  and  other  vegetables  of  Batavia » 
f  L  L  forts  of  vegetables  that  are  natural  to 


Holland,  Perfia,  and  Surat,  thrive  here  ex¬ 


tremely  well. 

For  bloody  fluxes,  which  are  common  to  the 
climate,  they  have  the  beil  aflringents.  Their  ra- 
difhes  are  better  than  in  Europe,  fome  of  them 
boil  like  turneps,  and  others  of  them  are  pickled 
by  the  Chinefe.  Their  trefoil  and  clover  is  ex¬ 
tremely  fine,  as  well  as  their  afparagus,  endives, 
lettuces,  and  a  fort  of  mandragora,  called  by  the 
Italians  beiladone,  which  is  reckoned  efficacious  in 


fevers. 


All  along  the  roads,  about  Batavia,  grows  a  cer¬ 
tain  plant,  with  Email  branches,  not  unlike  hops, 
fpreading  plentifully  on  the  ground,  or  rifing  as 
tall  as  our  French  beans  ;  whofe  leaves  referable 
thofe  of  rofe  trees.  The  flowers  are  of  a  lovely 
fky-blue,  yellow  in  the  middle,  but  the  fruit  is 
not  regarded  ;  being  of  a  rank  tafle. 

Indian  beet  grows  in  the  gardens  of  Batavia,  its 
leaves  referable  forrel ;  fome  of  the  flowers  are 
white,  others  a  mixture  of  purple  and  green.-  -All 
forts  of  garden  herbs  are  in  great  efleem  among 
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the  Indians,  who  believing  the  tranfmigration  of 
fouls,  will  not  eat  the  flefh  of  any  living  creature  ; 
neither  will  they  eat  herbs  of  a  red  colour,  be- 
caufe  they  referable  blood. 

The  fruit  called  fokky-fokky,  is  Aiaped  like  a 
pear ;  it  is  fometimes  a  yard  long,  and  as  thick  as 
a  man’s  arm.  It  contains  many  fmall  feeds,  and 
the  rind  is  fo  thin,  fmooth,  and  bright,  that  the 
face  is  to  be  feen  therein  as  in  a  looking-glafs. 
This  fruit  is  one  of  the  bed  and  molt  elleemed 
in  all  the  Indies,  being  of  a  delicious  tafle,  very 
nourifhing,  and  good  again!!  the  gravel. 

In  the  plains  of  Java  grows  a  tree,  whofe  fruit 
is  called  jamboes  by  the  Malayans,  and  by  the 
Dutch  floes,  or  {mall  plums.  Thefe  are  very  af- 
tringent,  and  the  juice  of  them  taken  inwardly  fs 
good  againA  the  bloody  flux. 

The  fruit  called  cuheber  and  quabeb,  grows  in 
the  ifle  of  Java  only.  The  tree  which  bears  tills 
fruit,  is  fomething  fmaller  than  our  apple-tree, 
whofe  leaves  and  branches  it  refembles.  It  is  fo 
much  efleemed  by  the  Javanefe,  that  they  will  not 
permit  it  to  be  tranfported  unboiled,  for  fear  it 
fhould  be  cultivated  in  fome  other  places.  The 
fruit  is  round,  fmaller  than  pepper,  of  a  dark 
brown  colour,  and  if  pinched  with  the  nail,  emits 
a  certain  liquor  fmeliing  like  cloves.  The  Java¬ 
nefe  and  other  Indians  fleep  them  in  wine,  in  or¬ 
der  to  warm  their  flomacks  and  excite  them  to  ve- 
nery. 

Aflafetida  is  much  ufed  by  the  Javanefe  in  their 
fauces,  by  reafon  of  its  ftrong  fcent,  which  caufes 
the  Eafl  India  fhips  bound  to  Java  and  other  Indi¬ 
an  ports  to  bring  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it  hi¬ 
ther  from  Perfia ;  and  they  exchange  it  here  for 
fome  other  commodity,  the  product  of  Java. 

Cardamome,  an  excellent  fpice,  grows  alfo  in 
the  ifle  of  Java.  ’Tis  of  a  pleafant  hot  tafle, 
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grateful  to  the  Bomach,  and  promoting  urine, 

Monlit-belek  grows  in  the  gardens  of  Batavia, 
This  plant  ileeped  in  vinegar  is  a  good  remedy 
againft  St.  Anthony’s  fire. 

Indian  for'rel,  which  has  no  refemblance  to  that 
an  England,  is  eat  by  the  Malayans  among  their 
fall  ads,  and  its  leaves  mixed  with  faw-duB  of  fan* 
dal  wood,  &c.  is  made  into  a  cataplafm  for  the 
tooth-ach. 

The  plant  called  nardus,  grows  in  great  plenty 
about  Batavia.  It  is  Beeped  in  vinegar,  and  their 
made  into  a  fyrup  with  fugar  ;  which  fyrup  cures 
the  flings  of  ferpents  and  fcorpions,  when  applied 
outwardly,  and  taken  inwardly  at  the  fame  time. 

Pyzang  or  Indian  figs,  grow  on  a  tree,  the 
trunk  of  which  rifes,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months, 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  high.  The  circumference 
is  about  four  feet,  and  it  is  fo  foft,  that  it  may  be 
cut  like  a  cabbage  Balk.  It  fpreads  its  branches 
very  loftily,  bearing  leaves  of  a  foot  and  half 
broad,  and  fix  and  feven  feet  in  length  ;  green  on 
the  uppermoB  fide,  and  of  a  dark  colour  under¬ 
neath.  The  fruit  is  like  a  cucumber  in  fliaue,  and, 
when  ripe,  yellow  in  fide  and  out.  Neither  tree 
jnor  fruit  produces  any  feed,  but  a  very  handfome 
Bower  as  large  as  an  ofirich’s  egg.  The  fruit 
grows  in  clufiers,  wherein  are  contained  a  hundred 
and  fometimes  two  hundred  figs.  They  are  fome- 
times  dried  in  the  fun,  and  their  tafie  is  as  pleafant 
■as  the  Portuguefe  figs.  The  Dutch  efieem  them 
mightily  fryed  with  butter  and  eggs.  Thus 
drefied,  they  are  accounted  nourifhing  and  open¬ 
ing.  Raw  they  are  an  afiringent,  and  are  naufe- 
ous  to  the  fiomach,  but  are  not  difagreeable  if 
plucked  before  they  are  quite  ripe. 

This  fruit  cut  thro’  the  middle,  appears  fiamp- 
e.d  with  the  figure  of  a  crofs.  The  leaves  of  the 
Indian  figs  are  made  ufe  of  in  packing  of  goods, 
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mftead  of  matting.  They  ferve  for  difhes,  nap¬ 
kins,  and  drinking-cups  in  many  places ;  and  our  au¬ 
thor  tells  us,  that  in  the  ifle  of  Buro,  they  preferred 
drinking  out  of  the  fig-leaf  to  the  ufe  of  glair. 
It  is  a  tree  that  thrives  bed  in  a  fat  foil,  and  re¬ 
quires  but  little  cultivation.  Some  affirm  it  to  be 
the  fruit  brought  out  of  the  land  of  Promife,  into 
the  camp  of  the  Ifraelites,  by  the  fpies ;  others  are 
of  opinion  that  with  the  leaves  of  them,  Adam 
and  Eve  covered  their  nakednefs  after  the  fall ;  and 
forne  cafuifts  pretend  to  maintain,  that  they  were 
the  forbidden  fruit,  whence  they  are  called  para- 
dife  apples. 

The  bambo  grows  all  over  Batavia,  being  firait 
reeds,  clove  in  two  at  the  upper  end,  and  having 
no  root  fafiened  in  the  ground,  but  grow  without 
the  leaf!  portion  of  earth  from  the  furface  of  the 
water,  having  on  the  bottom  a  thick  knob,  from 
whence  fprout  forth  fmall  twigs  like  threads, 
which  being  nourifhed  by  the  air,  bring  forth, 
leaves  and  flowers.  Its  flowers  are  white,  having, 
five  long  leaves,  fomewhat  crumpled,  not  unlike 
white  lillies  ;  they  have  alfo  a  very  odoriferous 
fcent,  and  a  yellow  feed  within.  The  leaves  fprout 
forth  at  the  extremity  of  the  twigs,  bending  down¬ 
wards. 

The  flower  called  by  the  Malayans  borago  foe- 
fan,  by  the  Javanefe  bumbang  lingo,  and  li- 
enhoa  by  the  Chinefe,  the  Portuguefe  call  fule  de 
botano,  i.  e.  the  button  flower,  from  its  refem- 
blance  to  a  button.  It  is  much  cultivated  in  the 
gardens,  by  reafon  of  its  pleafmg  purple  colour, 
which  remains  even  after  its  being  dried  ;  but  it  has 
no  fcent. 

The  leaves,  flowers,  and  fcent  of  the  white 
fweet  briar  of  Batavia,  refemble  thofe  of  our  rofe  ; 
it  was  brought  hither  from  Perfia  by  the  Dutch, 
who  from  it  diflii  an  offence  like  rofe  water. 
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The  jakka  tree  grows  as  high  as  our  oak, 
the  upper  fide  of  the  leaves  are  green,  the 
other  fide  blue ;  the  fruit,  which  is  rough  like 
the  pine  apple,  fprings  from  the  Hem,  without 
any  flavour,  weighing  fometimes  nine  or  ten 
pounds,  and  being  yellow  when  ripe ;  when  cut, 
it  appears  to  have  certain  diviflons  like  thofe  of  an 
honey- comb,  each  containing  a  kernel,  of  a  yel- 
iowifli  colour  and  an  agreeable  tafte,  about  as  big 
as  the  joint  of  a  man’s  thumb.  Too  much  of  this 
fruit  is  unwholfome  if  eaten  raw,  but  boiled  like 
a  chefnut,  they  are  more  eaflly  digefted,  and  a 
provocative  to  venery.  The  jakka  is  not  only 
common  in  the  ifle  of  Java,  it  is  alfo  found  in  Cey¬ 
lon  on  the  Malabar  coafl. 

In  all  the  gardens  about  Batavia,  is  found  a 
tree,  growing  fometimes  to  the  height  of  twelve 
feet,  having  thick  oily  leaves,  white  on  the  extre¬ 
mities,  but  yellow  near  the  flock,  and  fometimes 
ftained  with  red  fpots  ;  from  whence  fprings  the 
flower  of  iiampin,  or  of  camboja,  for  fo  it  is  called 
by  forne  naturalifl?  ;  the  fcent  whereof,  tho’  flron- 
ger,  is  not  fo  fweet  as  our  May-flower.  The 
wood  is  grey. 

Katfiapiri  fprouts  out  of  a  pale  green  bud, 
which  grows  upon  a  tree,  fomething  higher  than 
the  palm,  with  larger  leaves-  Thefe  flowers,  on 
account  of  the  fweetnefs  of  their  fmell,  are  fome¬ 
times  fold  for  two  pence  a  piece. 

The  rice-flower  has  a  white  leaf,  flreaked  with* 
in,  and  a  pointed  fprout  in  the  middle. 

The  pompion  is  a  fort  of  gold  coloured  apple, 
the  inflde  of  which  is  red,  and  tafles  not  unlike  a 
cherry.  Upon  the  whole,  they  refemble  an 
orange,  but  exceed  it  infinitely  in  bignefs  ;  a 
Angle  pompion  weighing  ten  or  twelve  pounds. 
This  fruit  continues  aimofl  all  the  year  round, 
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and  will  keep  four  or  five  months  after  it  is  ga¬ 
thered. 

The  mango-fruit  rifes  out  of  a  white  flower, 
which  fprings  from  a  fmall  twig,  that  fhoots  out 
of  a  tree,  every  way  as  large  as  the  Englifli  oak. 
They  are  rather  ufed  for  pickling  than  any  thing 
elfe ;  being  fomewhat  crabbed  in  tafte,  tho’  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  eye.  The  mango,  moderately  ufed,  is 
good  againR  the  bloody-flux,  and  mixt  up  with 
eggs,  butter,  and  fugar,  is  grateful  to  the  palate, 
and  lies  light  upon  the  ftomach. 

The  mangoflan  is  one  of  the  moll  delicious- 
fruits  to  be  found  in  India.  It  is  a  fpecies  of  apple, 
growing  on  a  tree  fomething  like  a  plum  or  mul¬ 
berry  tree.  On  the  top  of  the  apple  is  a  coronet 
with  feveral  points,  equalling  the  number  of  ker¬ 
nels  contained  in  the  fruit,  which  runs  from  fix  to 
eight.  It  is  a  great  cooler,  and  fcarcely  any  body 
was  ever  known  to  have  furfeited  by  eating  of  it. 
It  is  accounted  medicinal  in  agues. 

This  laft  mentioned  fruit,  and  kattaper,  are  the 
only  ones  that  our  author  remembers  to  have  feen 
in  the  Indies  at  any  time,  quite  bare  of  leaves. 

The  kattaper,  or  Indian  almond,  is  a  kernel, 
growing  within  a  hard  fhell,  covered  by  a  hairy 
fubflance,  which  turns  yellow  and  flirinks  as  the 
fruit  ripens.  The  tree  that  bears  it  is  tall  and 
leafy,  with  a  number  of  branches  that  afford  a 
very  agreeable  Ihade. 

The  Japonefe  rattan  grows  here  wild:  it  feems 
to  be  a  fort  of  reed,  being  divided  into  joints, 
and  creeping  in  fpiral  lines  round  the  higheft  trees, 
where  they  fometimes  die  for  want  of  air.  They 
bear  a  kind  of  brown  fruit,  of  a  white  colour, 
but  unpleafant  tafle.  Of  thefe,  the  Chinefe  make 
a  good  pickle,  and  draw  from  them  an  oil,  which 
is  faid  to  be  a  help  in  the  cure  of  wounds.  Thefe 
rattans  are  much  ufed  in  India  for  walking-flicks.’ 
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The  tree  called  by  the  Portuguefe  and  DuteB 
arrecy  bears  a  fruit  which  is  full  of  feed,  very  pa¬ 
latable,  and  refembling,  when  opened,  a  rotten 
medlar,  emitting  a  fcent  like  rofe-water  ;  which  is 
prodigioufly  reviving.  It  is  about  the  bignefs  of 
a  Chinefe  apple,  of  a  bright  yellow,  beautifully 
fhaded  with  orange. 

Dates,  when  green,  are  extremely  delicious.  The 
free  that  bears  it  continues  all  the  year  in  full  vigour* 
There  is  a  male  and  female  date-tree,  the  latter 
of  them  being  the  only  one  that  bears  fruit.  They 
have  male  and  female  trees  of  many  other  forts  in 
the  ifLe  of  Java,  which  are  not  worth  mentioning. 

Some,  of  the  water-melons  of  this  ifland  are 
white,  but  the  red  ones  are  vaftly  better.  The 
plant  that  bears  them,  creeps  along  the  ground, 
and  one  of  thefe  fruits  is  fufficient  for  three  or  four 
perfons.  They  are  extremely  refrefhing,  and  fharp 
in  the  ftomach,  being,  if  moderately  taken,  not  at 
all  hurtful. 

The  ripe  anana  is  a  very  delicate  fruit,  and  if 
fliced  into  Spanifh  wine,  has  many  more  good 
qualities  than  when  eaten  raw.  Thefmellof  this 
fruit,  when  fir  ft  plucked,  is  beyond  conception  fra¬ 
grant.  It  taftes  fomething  like  our  ftrawberry, 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  eaten  very  carefully  ;  a 
furfeit  of  them  ulcerating  the  mouth  and  palate, 
and  often  giving  a  mortal  bloody-flux.  This  fruit 
was  firft  brought  into  the  Eaft  Indies  from  Brafil  ; 
the  plant  producing  it  loves  the  fhade,  and  thrives 
beft  in  a  fat  foil.  Sometimes  a  fingle  anana  will 
weigh  five  or  fix  pounds  ;  below  and  round  about 
the  flock  of  which,  fhoot  forth  certain  carved 
leaves  or  aloes,  and  this  is  called  the  crown 
of  the  the  anana ;  which  is  better  known  to  us 
by  the  name  of  the  pine-apple.  They  are  ferved 
up  at  moll  great  tables  as  a  deftrt,  and  have  of 
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Jate  years  been  produced  in  England,  and  other 
parts  of  Europe,  by  the  means  of  hot  beds. 

Among  other  Indian  plants  of  great  benefit  to 
the  human  fpecies,  is  the  betel,  called  by  the  Ma¬ 
layans,  firy ;  and  fo  generally  ufed  in  India,  that 
one  would  think  there  was  no  living  without  it  : 
for  it  is  ferved  up  at  every  vifit.  It  generally  pro¬ 
duces  a  giddinefs  in  the  head  of  thofe  who  have 
not  been  accuflomed  to  take  it,  but  this  is  foon 
cured  by ‘rubbing  the  gums  with  fait.  It  is  a  great 
aflringent,  and  provokes  fpitting,  being  chewed 
folded  up  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  lime  and  arek. 
Raining  the  lips  red,  cheering  the  fpirits,  doling 
the  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach,  diffufmg  the  va¬ 
pours  arifing  from  drunkennefs,  correcting  a 
Ranking  breath,  curing  the  tooth-ach,  and  fatten¬ 
ing  the  teeth,  which  it  blackens,  an  ornament 
much  efleemed  by  the  Indians ;  yet  if  chewed  in 
,  too  great  a  quantity,  it  corrodes  and  loofens  the 
teeth  ;  chewed  without  lime,  it  gives  the  fpittle  a 
green  colour,  and  people  of  fafhion  mix  with  it 
camphire,  mufk,  or  ambergreafe. 

The  areka,  fo  called  by  the  Indians,  named  tan- 
fel  by  the  Arabians,  and  pynang  by  the  Malayans, 
is  a  nut,  produced  by  a  fpecies  of  palm,  accord¬ 
ing  to  fome  naturalifls,  which  is  well  known  all 
over  India,  growing  as  high  as  the  coco,  with  a 
body  not  above  fix  or  feven  inches  diameter, 
which  tho’  the  fport  of  every  blaff,  is  feldorn  or 
ever  feen  to  break.  The  iniide  wood  is  fpungy, 
but  of  the  bark,  which  is  very  hard,  they  make 
laths,  wherewith  they  cover  their  houfes.  The 
fruit,  when  pulled,  which  is  very  hairy,  refembles 
an  acorn,  but  is  four  times  as  large ;  but  when 
cleared  from  its  outfide  hairy  coat,  it  appears  not 
bigger  than  a  nutmeg. 

Round  the  pynang-trees,  which  are  planted  in 
many  places  in  regular  rows,  there  often  winds 
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to  a  great  height,  a  plant,  the  leaves  and  branches 
of  which  are  like  the  beetle,  and  the  fruit  being 
green  and  chequered,  containing  a  white  kernel 
with  fmall  feeds,  is  as  long  as  a  palm,  but  fcarce 
an  inch  thick,  and  often  ufed  with  the  kernel  of 
the  pynang  and  calcined  oyfter  fhell,  inftead  of 
betel,  being  much  more  efteemed  among  people  of 
fafnion,  becaufe  it  is  fcarcer. 

There  has  been  a  tree,  tranfplanted  hither  from 
the  Moluccas,  called  dap-daff  or  dap-dap,  which 
is  of  a  pleafant  tafte ;  a  medium  between  fweet 
and  four,  and  of  a  cooling  quality.  They  are 
much  hurted  by  pifmires.  The  kernel  of  it, 
which  is  inclofed  in  a  white  rind,  is  of  a  delici¬ 
ous  tafte ;  and  the  fruit  itfelf,  which  is  bent  like 
a  cucumber,  is  of  a  reddifh  colour,  mixed  with 
oval  fpots  of  black ;  and  the  fkin  of  it  ragged. 

The  takkatak,  called  by  the  Dutch  the  red 
currant,  from  which  it  is  very  different,  tho’  in  fome 
refpe&s  refembiing  it,  grows  in  clufters  upon  a 
very  high  tree,  and  is  gf  a  fourifh  tafte ;  yet  in 
great  efteem  at  Batavia. 

The  tree  called  by  the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe 
Hioringo,  and  by  the  Malayans  ramongy,  requir¬ 
ing  very  little  labour  to  rear  it,  is  found  aimed  at 
every  door ;  the  leaves  of  it,  which  are  cooling 
and  agreeable,  are  often  ufed  with  meat  inftead  of 
/fpinage  ;  it  has  a  white  bloftom  with  yellow  feeds, 
and  the  fruit,  which  grows  in  long  round  hufks, 
like  French  beans,  has  many  good  qualities. 

The  tree  called  torre  by  the  Malabars,  rum- 
Bangjuri  by  the  Javanefe,  and  the  hufk-tree  by 
the  Dutch,  is  by  the  inhabitants  reckoned  a  fove- 
reign  remedy  againft  the  bite  or.  fting  of  a  ferpent, 
when  mixed  with  a  little  fait. 

The  devils  leaf,  fo  called,  becaufe  it  over-runs 
every  place  wherein  it  is  produced,  is  faid  to  be 
good  againft  many  diforders.  There  are  two  forts 
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of  them,  one  having  green  leaves,  and  the  other 
fprouting  up  to  a  height  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
feet ;  with  leaves  hreaked  like  our  red  cabbage. 
It  produces  a  fruit  which  is  good  eating,  and  re^ 
fembles  a  chefnut. 

The  broad  nomerado,  called  by  the  Malayans 
bajandierdier,  is  greatly  efleemed  for  the  beauty 
of  its  leaves,  which  partake  of  all  the  colours  of 
a  tulip.  There  is  another  fort  of  the  nomerado, 
fold  by  the  Chinefe  in  the  markets  of  Batavia,  ei¬ 
ther  to  be  boiled  with  meat,  or  hewed  by  itfelf  ; 
in  both  which  cafes  ’tis  very  agreeable. 

The  Javanefe  cotton-tree  grows  pretty  high, 
fpreading  its  branches  out  on  all  fides  ;  and  at  the 
extremities  of  which,  grow  a  fruit,  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  hen’s  egg,  two  of  them  generally 
hanging  together,  which  turns  brown  as  it  ripens ; 
when  it  opens  and  difcovers  the  cotton,  which  is 
ufed  in  fluffing  of  bolflers,  beds,  quilts,  &c.  and 
produces  a  confiderable  profit.  It  is  not  long  enough 
either  for  combing  or  weaving,  and  if  it  chances 
to  catch  fire,  fcarcely  any  water  can  quench  it. 

The  flowers  of  the  jambo  tree,  which  by  the 
Portuguefe  is  called  rofado,  have  a  prodigious 
fine  bloom,  and  are  greatly  efleemed  in  fallad. 
The  fruit  of  it  is  of  an  oval  figure,  growing  in 
cluflers,  fome  red  and  fome  white,  of  a  very  fweet 
fmell,  being  good  upon  the  flomach,  if  hewed 
with  wine  and  fugar.  The  jambo-tree  does  not 
bear  till  the  fourth  year,  after  which  it  produces 
annually  three  crops. 
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CHAP.  X. 

The  account  continued,  of  the  plants ,  fruits ,  and 

trees  of  Batavia. 

TH  E  fruit  called  by  the  Dutch  a  wild  plum, 
and  by  the  Portuguefe  nalyka,  is  four  upon 
the  tongue,  and  tho’  in  no  great  eftimation,  yet  is 
Hot  intirely  infipid. 

During,  the  time  that  acorns  fall  from  the  Canary 
or  Indian  oak,  the  rangers  of  the  foreft  keep  a 
ftrift  look  out  for  wild  boars,  which  repairing  in 
great  numbers  to  feed  upon  the  acorns,  are  eafily 
fhot ;  fo  that,  during  that  feafon,  wild  boar's  flelh 
is  cheap  in  the  Batavian  market.  Within  the 
acorn,  which  is  fo  hard  that  it  mud:  be  broken 
with  a  hammer,  there  is  a  white  well- tailed  kernel, 
covered  with  a  thin  fkin. 

There  is  a  flower,  found  in  the  gardens  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  called  fulo  di  madre ;  in  fcent  and  figure,  it 
is  like  our  camomile,  but  whether  it  partakes  of 
the  fame  medicinal  virtues,  Mr.  Nieuhoff  does  not 
take  upon  him  to  aflert. 

The  four  lights  is  a  flower  fpringing  from  a 
fmall  bud  of  a  fine  red  colour  ;  it  is  fomething  like 
our  gilliflower,  being  compofed  of  four  carved 
curling  leaves,  on  which  is  freaked  the  fhape  of  a 
heart ;  it  is  rather  ornamental  than  ufeful,  for  it 
fades  very  foon. 

The  alii  is  a  flower  of  a  pale  green  colour 
without,  and  white  within  ;  it  riles  from  a  large 
bud,  and  is  found  in  the  ditch  between  Ansjol, 
and  Jacatra ;  indeed  there  is  fcarce  a  ditch  or 
Bream  hereabouts,  to  which  there  is  not  fome  fort 
of  flower  peculiar,  the  qualities  and  nature where¬ 
of  have  not  been  yet  difcovered. 
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The  basjan  is  a  kind  of  wild  mango,  being  of 
a  green  colour,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  lemon ; 
within  it  are  certain  kernels,  not  very  palatable, 
being  of  a  harfh  bitter  tafle ;  the  fcent  of  them  is 
fo  very  flrong,  that  the  odors  of  every  flower  and 
herb  in  the  market  at  the  fame  time  are  therein 
buried.  The  tree  bearing  this  fruit  is  pretty  to 
look  at,  having  a  dark  green  leaf  fomething  lar¬ 
ger  than  thofe  of  the  almond  tree. 

Here  is  alfo  found  a  fpecies  of  nightfliade  or 
henbane,  which  is  thought  to  excite  madnefs,  but 
not  with  any  certainty  :  it  is  a  plant  called  by  the 
Javanefe  and  Malayans  ratflobonk,  duroa  by  the 
Indians,  and  flutter  by  the  Dutch  ;  it  grows  wild 
in  the  woods  to  the  height  and  thicknefs  of  a  red 
cabbage,  producing  flowers  lhaped  like  a  bell, 
white  within  and  yellow  without,  which  open  in 
the  morning  and  clofe  up  at  noon ;  to  thefe  fuc- 
ceeds  the  fruit,  which  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
palm,  with  a  green  rind  covered  with  thorny 
prickles,  and  filled  with  yellow  feed. 

The  highefl  tree  in  the  gardens  of  Batavia  is 
the  kananga,  round  which  the  betel  often  winds, 
they  being  planted  near  each  other  generally  for 
that  purpofe.  Its  leaves  are  of  a  very  fprightly 
green  colour,  and  the  monflrous  bats  with  which 
this  climate  abounds,  are  fo  fond  of  its  crooked 
branches,  they  fometimes  hang  thicker  round  it 
than  leaves;  however,  they  are  feared  not  only 
from  this  tree,  but  from  the  other  produdls  of  the 
garden,  by  having  fmall  wind-mills  placed  in  the 
uppermofi  branches  of  it. 

The  oak  of  India  is  as  durable  as  any  that  can- 
be  found  in  Europe,  being  not  only  proof  againA 
worms,  but  alfo  againA  mice,  which  gnaw  a  paf- 
fage  thro’  almoA  every  other  fort  of  wood.  The 
leaves  of  this  tree,  boiled  in  water  till  one  half  of 
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it  be  confumed,  is  adminiflered  often  inwardly  by 
the  natives,  with  fuccefs,  in  pleurifles. 

The  fruit,  which  the  Dutch  call  a  water  pompion, 
and  the  Javanefe  katolas,  grows  on  a  fmall  creeping 
branch,  that  fpreads  even  over  the  tops  of  the 
houfes,  and,  with  the  help  of  the  bamboo  cane, 
the  Indians  form  arches  of  it  over  their  baths,  to 
repel  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun.  Of  the  fruit 
of  this  creeper,  there  are  two  fpecies,  one  growing 
to  the  ufual  fize  of  pompions  ;  another  fcarcely  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  bignefs  of  a  fmall  melon,  or  cucumber, 
and  this  laffc  is  the  bell ;  the  rind  of  this  fruit  often 
inclines  to  yellow,  but  the  feed  and  whole  inflde 
of  it  are  white. 

The  champaka  of  Siampaka,  has  a  large  veined 
wrinkled  leaf ;  it  grows  to  the  height  of  the  peach 
or  pear  tree ;  and  from  its  branches,  which  grow 
in  a  {freight  line  from  the  tree,  bending  at  their 
extremity,  fprings  a  flower  not  unlike  the  orange 
bloflom  of  Spain,  the  fcent  of  which,  partaking 
of  the  fweetnefs  of  the  rofe  and  the  violet,  is  in¬ 
conceivably  fragrant ;  with  thefe  flowers,  which 
are  of  two  forts,  the  green  and  orange-coloured,  the 
Indians  adorn  their  garlands,  and  the  women  drefs 
their  hair,  and  it  is  a  principal  ingredient  in  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  ointment  called  borbory  ;  this  tree  alfo 
produces  a  fort  of  fruit,  cluflering  and  coloured 
like  grapes,  but  good  for  nothing. 

There  are  fever al  forts  of  beans  found  in  Batavia, 
among  which  the  Moors  bean,  tho’  neglected  by 
the  Dutch  as  diftafleful,  is  much  efleemed  by  the 
Chinefe ;  they  run  up  to  a  great  height,  being  com¬ 
monly  planted  for  that  end,  near  the  pynang  tree ; 
the  hulk  of  it  is  about  a  foot '  long,  and  an  inch 
broad. 

The  bean  of  the  Gondola,  which  runs  high, 
and  affords  a  good  fhade,  will  keep  three  or  four 
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years ;  its  leaves  ‘  flewed  or  boiled  are  reckoned 
very  cooling. 

The  kadjang  of  the  Javanefe,  called  by  the 
Chinefe  petau,  is  a  large  wholefome  pea,  of  great 
fervice  in  fhips  provifion,  being  very  grateful  to 
the  ftomach,  either  ferved  up  with  bacon  or  but¬ 
tered. 

One  of  thefe,  put  into  a  pot  of  earth,  and  care¬ 
fully  watered,  will  in  twenty-four  hours  fprout  up 
and  yield  an  excellent  fallad. 

The  makandou,  is  a  fruit  refembling  the  pine¬ 
apple,  but  neither  is  it  fo  hard,  nor  pointed  at 
the  end  ;  befides,  when  it  is  ripe,  being  then  of  a 
yellowifh  colour,  it  is  quite  taflelefs  and  infipid; 
the  Malayans  ufe  it  roafled  in  the  allies,  as  a  re¬ 
medy  againft  the  bloody  flux,  the  pleurify,  and 
aflhma. 

The  leaves  of  a  certain  tree  that  grows  in  this 
country,  and  refembles  alh,  are  good  to  cleanfe 
and  prepare  wounds  for  healing ;  and  the  juice  of 
them  preffed  out,  is  excellent  againfl  worms ;  its 
fruit,  if  fqueezed,  emits  a  fcent  flronger  and  more 
difagreeable  than  aha-foetida  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
applied  to  the  noflrils  of  fuch  perfons  as  are 
troubled  with  fits  ;  in  the  heart  of  this  fruit  is  a 
nut,  containing  a  kernel  of  a  binding  quality. 

A  decoftion  of  the  daulentes,  which  over-runs 
the  woods,  flopping  up  the  paffage,  wherefore 
they  mu  ft  be  carefully  grubbed  out,  is  a  remedy 
againft  a  rheum,  and  a  provocative  of  women’s 
monthly  terms.  It  has  a  leaf  like  the  balfamina, 
and  bears  coronets  of  flowers  like  thofe  of  the 
elder-berry,  which  tafle  very  bitter,  and  are  en¬ 
dued  not  only  with  the  fcent  but  the  virtues  of  the 
camomile. 

The  fruit  called  mangam,  produced  by  a  tree 
that  flourifhes  upon  the  graves  of  the  kings  of 
java,  is  as  large  as  the  coco,  and  faid  to  be  a 

better 


THE  VOYAGES  OF 

better  antidote  again#  poifon,  than  the  bezoar- 
#one5,  or  Maidive  nut,  &c.  It  is  thought  a  great 
favour,,  if  the  king  of  Bantam,  when  he  drinks  to 
any  body,  fir#  puts  his  cup  upon  this  fruit. 

The  finbar-mangiram  of  the  Javanefe,  by  the 
Malayans  called  teunida  roufa,  fp rings  not  from 
any  root,  but  from  a  fort  of  a  lump  growing  un¬ 
der  #ones  or  hollow  trees,  and  fhooting  out 
leaves  on  every  fide  of  it.  It  is  very  juicy  and 
ever  green;  fo  that  if  one  of  the  leaves  happens  to 
wither,  another  is  produced  in  lefs  than  a  day’s 
time  in  the  fame  place ;  this  applied  outwardly, 
allays  tumours :  it  kills  worms  when  laid  to  the 
navel,  and  taken  inwardly,  is  a  purgative. 

The  fulo  de  tanke,  or  flower  of  the  lake,  grows 
in  every  pool,  to  the  height  of  a  fathom  or  more 
above  the  furface  of  the  water ;  wrhen  it  fir#  be¬ 
gins  to  open,  it  emits  a  mo#  delightful  fmdl ;  it 
feems  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the  water-lilly,  and  being 
reckoned  cold  in  the  third  degree,  the  decoflion  of 
it  is  admini#ered  in  burning  fevers,  frenzies,  bloody 
fluxes,  and  other  hot  difeafes ;  when  the  leaves, 
which  are  of  a  bright  green  colour,  fome  of  them 
as  broad  as  the  brim  of  a  man’s  hat,  fall  off,  there 
appears  upon  the  #alk,  a  hulk  as  big  as  a  man’s 
hand,  wherein  are  found  about  thirty  beans  cir¬ 
cularly  placed,  each  of  them  enclofed  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  coat,  being  about  the  bignefs  of  an  hazel* 
nut,  like  which,  they  in  fome  meafure  ta#e,  being 
pretty  fweet ;  thefe  nuts  are  counted  phlegmatic, 
and  are  daily  expofed  to  fale  in  the  markets  of  Ba¬ 
tavia. 

The  fhoe-flower  or  fulo  de  fapato,  is  fomething 
like  the  common  rofe,  and  takes  its  name  from 
yielding  a  juice  when  chewed,  which  is  excellent  for 
blackening  fiioes  ;  a  water  may  be  di#illed  from 
this  flower,  which  is  reckoned  good  again#  raging 
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fevers,  and  outwardly  applied  to  the  forehead, 
promotes  fleep. 

There  is  alfo  a  fpecies  of  this  flower,  of  an  ifa- 
bella  colour,  growing  upon  a  fort  of  briar,  of 
which  the  inhabitants  compofe  arbours  ;  and  its 
twigs  are  ufed  in  bafket- making.  A  decoftion  of 
thefe  leaves,  after  they  have  been  fleeped  in  vine¬ 
gar,  is  good  againft  a  loofenefs,  and  outwardly  ap¬ 
plied,  heals  bruifes. 

The  garden  fage,  rofemary,  and  feme  other" 
herbs  common  in  Europe,  are  foon  killed  here  by 
the  heat  of  the  climate. 

The  fruit  of  the  tree  called  lancen  by  the  Portu- 
guefe  and  Dutch,  and  kakafean  by  the  Javanefe, 
grows  in  duffers  as  grapes  do  ;  it  is  fomething 
like  a  plum,  the  outfide  being  a  yeUowifli  red 
hue,  the  infide,  which  is  very  lufeious,  tailing 
fomething  like  currant,  being  white ;  the  skin  of 
It  muff  be  peeled  off,  and  the  pulp  fucked  from  the 
kernels,  of  which  it  has  two  or  three ;  both  the 
skin  and  kernels  being  bitter. 

The  karambolas,  otherwife  kamozia,  or  karra- 
belli,  or  chamarah,  &c.  grows  on  a  tree  as  high  as 
the  common  cherry  tree,  is  a  fruit  fhaped  like  a 
pumpion,  being  yellow  when  ripe ;  and  thofe  of 
them  that  are  right  good,  are  unconceivably  deli¬ 
cious  :  fome  of  them  are  indeed  fourifh  and  affrin- 
gent ;  when  cut  thro’  the  middle,  a  liar  is  found 
figured  withinfide  of  them. 

The  rambuflan  fpriags  immediately  from  a  green 
bud,  the  tree  never  bearing  a  flower ;  it  hangs 
in  cluflers,  of  a  purple  colour,  not  unlike  a 
chefnut ;  within  it  is  a  fmall  ffone,  and  the  pulp 
has  an  acid  agreeable  tafte. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  wild  palm  well  known  in 
Ceylon  as  well  as  Java,  called  the  huntfman’s  tree, 
the  fruit  of  which  yields  a  fyrup  or  fugar  that 
is  fold  by  the  natives  to  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries. 
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tries.  From  this  tree  may  be  drawn  a  liquor  of  an 
Intoxicating  quality,  which  is  fweet  and  palatable 
when  boiled,  otherwife  it  foon  turns  four ;  the 
wood  of  it,  which  they  are  forced  to  fplit,  it  be¬ 
ing  too  hard  for  the  faw  or  axe,  is  very  durable ; 
of  its  twigs  the  Indians  make  bows,  and  the  Chi- 
nefe  ufe  the  leaves,  which  are  about  three  inches 
broad,  and  a  yard  long,  indead  of  fans,  to  cool 
themfelves.  Upon  the  fuperficies  of  thefe  leaves,, 
the  Malabars  write  letters  with  an  iron  pencil,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  characters  are  almoft  in¬ 
delible,  and  thefe  leaves  they  ftring  together  by 
a  hole  made  in  the  top  of  each,  one  after  another, 
in  proper  order  till  they  have  finilhed  their  fubjeCt. 
Thefe  are  fo  very  lading,  that  water  will  not  pu- 
trify  them. 

Nature  fcarcely  affords  a  more  beautiful  fight 
than  a  row  of  the  trees,  when  in  bloffom,  the  fruit 
whereof  is  called  by  the  people  of  Java,  billing- 
bing  ;  the  flowers  are  red,  of  the  lilly  fhape,  and 
the  fruit  about  three  inches  long  and  an  inch  thick, 
refembling  a  cucumber,  quenching  third,  remov¬ 
ing  any  ill  tade  from  the  mouth  ;  and  a  fyrup  of 
its  juice  is  prefcribed  by  phydcians  in  cafe  of  the 
blood  or  liver  being  overheated. 

O 

The  Indian-houfe-leek  is  two  inches  long,  full 
of  feeds  like  barley,  and  tailing  rather  infipidly 
than  otherwife  ;  of  its  leaves  and  dowers,  which 
are  white  and  aromatic,  is  made  a  conferve  which 
cheers  the  heart  and  prevails  againd  the  cramp ; 
an  extract  of  it  is  alfo  prefcribed  as  an  antidote 
againd  putrefactions  and  poifons,  and  is  adminif- 
tered  particularly  to  thofe  perfons  that  have  been 
wounded  by  an  arrow  or  weapon  dipped  in  the 
blood  of  the  newt,  called  by  the  Dutch  gekko, 
which  is  faid  to  give  a  mortal  infeCtion. 

The  juice  of  the  herb  called  by  the  Europeans 
veronica,  and  by  the  Javancfe  oribat  matta,  allays 

inflammations 


MR.  JOHN  NIEUHOFF.  261 

inflammations  in  the  eyes,  is  good  againd  confump- 
lions  and  coughs,  and  is  prefcribed  in  cafes  of  the 

the  Moors 

and  Arabians  kolkas,  is  madb  a  fort  of  meal* 
which  is  often  ufed  indead  of  rice  ;  but  this  root 
mud  be  fird  diced  and  deeped  in  water,  therein 
to  purge  out  a  certain  dime  adhering  to  it,  the  na¬ 
ture  whereof  is  poifonous.  They  are  alfo  boiled, 
the  fird  decoction  of  them  being  thrown  away, 
and  then  eaten  by  the  Chinefe  and  Malayans,  with 
pepper,  vinegar,  and  oil  of  coco.  The  people  of 
Batavia,  when  befieged  by  the  Dutch  in  1629,  ^e" 
ing  reduced  folely  to  fubfid  upon  this  root,  were 
fwept  away  in  numbers  by  the  bloody  dux,  of  a 
mod  pediferous  nature. 

In  the  dalk  of  the  hound’s  foot  of  Batavia, 
there  is  a  milky  juice,  a  few  drops  of  which  poured 
into  the  ear,  cures  any  aching  in  that  part.  This 
plant  grows  wild,  and  is  only  ufed  medicinally  ; 
the  Chinefe  call  it  kautfu,  and  the  Javanefe  furoe. 

There  are  two  forts  of  the  melancholy  or  night 
tree;  one  fort  bears  a  dower  that  expands  itfelf  im¬ 
mediately  after  fun-fet,  and  at  fun-rife  {huts  itfelf 
up ;  the  other  fort  bloffoms  in  the  morning,  and 
lofes  its  leaves  at  night. 

There  are  many  other  kinds  of  curious  vege- 
tatives  natural  to  the  foil  of  Java,  a  review  of  all 
which  would  be  tedious  and  burthenfome ;  where¬ 
fore  we  fhall  proceed  to  an  account  of  its  land  and 
water  animals,  the  latter  of  which  we  diall  drd 
examine  and  deferibe. 
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CHAP.  XL 

Of  the  various  forts  of  fijhes  of  fay  a* 

THE  fieBi  of  the  fea-porpoife  or  hog-fiBi,  which 
is  about  fixteen  inches  long  and  feven  broad, 
is  white,  and  when  boiled  is  very  palatable  ;  the 
Ikin  of  it  is  thick,  and  covered  with  Bales  that  are 
almoB  impenetrable  till  it  is  dreffed  ;  it  has  large 
brown  Aiming  eyes,  and  a  fmall  mouth,  with  two 
rows  of  teeth  ;  there  is  a  fharp  fin  on  its  back, 
which  it  can  eredf  at  pleafure,  and  another  under 
its  belly,  which  is  of  a  filver  colour,  changing,  by 
degrees,  upon  the  fides,  to  a  yellow,  and  being 
quite  brown  on  the  back. 

The  Amboyna  fifh,  fo  called  becaufe  it  is  moB 
peculiar  to  that  ifiand,  is  found  fometimes  in  the 
market  of  Batavia,  and  is  eBeemed  a  great  dainty ; 
it  is  about  a  fpan  long,  refemblinga  perch  both  in 
ihape  and  tafle ;  the  fins  about  its  mouth  are 
blue,  and  there  are  blue  Breaks  under  its  head, 
but  the  Tides  of  it  are  green  and  fpeckled.  There 
is  the  fhrinker,  and  the  Bone  bream ;  the  for¬ 
mer  takes  it  name  from  its  fhrinking  upon  the 
Belli  of  it  being  cut  ;  the  latter  is  often  four 
feet  long,  having  large  eyes,  a  wide  red  mouth, 
and  fins  at  the  extremity  of  the  tail  ;  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  taken  by  a  hook,  being  feldom  or  never  catch- 
ed  in  a  net. 

The  bald-pate  is  very  good  eating  ;  it  is  found 
in  rivers  as  well  as  in  the  fea,  and  its  name  it  de¬ 
rives  from  there  being  no  fcale-s  upon  its  head  or 
neck,  whereas  the  body  is  covered  with  them  ; 
the  colour  of  it  is  grey,  the  mouth  is  fpotted  with 
red,  being  very  wide,  and  the  eyes  are  yellow, 
large,  and  Barling  almoB  out  of  the  head. 
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The  fea  bleak  is  not  fo  long,  but  rather  broader 
than  the  herring,  like  which  fifh,  thefe  fwim  in 
fhoals,  and  are  cured  with  fait ;  they  are  fo  plenty 
on  the  coafl  of  Malabar,  that  the  corn-fields  are 
dunged  with  them,  nor  do  they  prove  bad  manure  ; 
it  has  a  forked  tail,  with  large  eyes  and  a  wide 
mouth,  its  back  being  green  and  its  belly  white.  * 
The  body  of  the  turd  fifh  is  full  of  brown  fpots ; 
the  belly  of  it  is  blue,  it  delights  in  dirty  places, 
whence  it  derives  its  name ;  and  tho’  it  is  very 
fweet  and  good  eating,  it  is  intirely  neglected ;  it 
is  very  flat,  being  near  a  fpan  long  and  the  fame 
breadth. 

The  yellow  tail  has  fharp  prominent  teeth;  it 
is  as  large  as  a  bream,  which  it  nearly  refembles  in 
fhape ;  the  belly  of  it  is  mofily  blue,  the  fins  of 
it  are  red,  and  the  back  and  tail  yellow. 

The  keelt  fifh  is  a  fort  of  pike,  with  a  mouth 
full  of  fharp  teeth,  and  very  bright  eyes  ;  it  is  a- 
bout  a  foot  and  a  half  long,  thick  and  plump,  with 
a  brown  back  and  a  purple  tail  and  belly  ;  it  taftes 
well,  and  fwims  very  fwiftly. 

The  raven  is  a  firm  fait- water  fifh,  about  a  fpan 
long,  with  a  red  back  and  tail,  a  yellow  belly,  and 
two  yellow  breaks  on  each  fide,  which  vanifh  by 
degrees ;  it  takes  its  name  from  its  mouth  being 
fomething  like  a  raven’s  bill. 

The  king  fifh  is  very  voracious  ;  its  mouth  is 
wide,  and  it  feeds  upon  carrion ;  the  belly  of  it  > 
is  white,  and  its  back  and  fides  fpotted  brown  : 
fome  of  them  are  five  feet  long ;  their  tails  are 
forked,  and  they  are  called  king’s  fifh  by  way  of 
pre-eminence,  being  reckoned  one  of  the  moft 
wholefome,  as  well  as  moft  toothfome  fifhes  of  the 
Indies. 

They  have  feveral  forts  of  eels  upon  this  coafl, 
many  of  which,  tho’  eaten  by  the  natives,  are 
thought  to  be  fpecies  of  water-ferpents ;  the 
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mof  remarkable  among  thefe  is  one  that  delights 
in  rocky  places,  having  a  long  head,  and  teeth 
very  fharp,  but  fo  fmall  they  are  fcarce  difcern- 
able  ;  thole  who  kill,  or  excoriate  this  eel,  are 
feized  immediately  with  a  trembling,  and  often 
with  a  fainting,  from  whence  it  may  be  inferred, 
and  not  unjufiy,  that  there  is  fomething  poifonous 
in  the  nature  of  this  fifh,  which  it  frives  to  exert 
when  in  the  pangs  of  death. 

The  fkin  of  the  fea  cock  glifers  like  f  iver,  and 
its  fins  are  red,  there  being  five  long  ones,  of  ^dif¬ 
ferent  dimenfions,  on  its  back ;  it  has  a  forked 
tail  of  a  brown  colour,  and  the  belly  of  it  is  yel^ 
low  ;  it  is  rather  a  monfter  than  a  fifh,  being 
firangely  fhaped,  very  broad  and  thick,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  it  being  head. 

The  grunting  fifh  is  a  fmall  plump  fifh,  freaked 
with  brown  and  yellow,  and  taking  its  name  from 
a  growling  noife  made  by  it  when  taken. 

There  is  another  kind  of  grunting  fifh,  the 
body  whereof  is  almofi  round,  with  a  fmooth 
brown  fkin,  freaked  with  black ;  it  has  a  fhort 
thick  head,  a  large  mouth  and  red  eyes.  . 

The  fea-loufe  is  a  fhell  fifh,  feldom  eaten  by 
the  Chinefe  or  Javanefe ;  it  is  about  a  foot  long, 
very  lumpy,  with  a  large  tail  and  feveral  legs. 

Acrofs  the  middle  of  the  back  of  the  elephant’s  nofe, 
which  is  prettily  fpotted,  runs  a  broad  freak;  it  is  a 
thick  falt-water  fifh,  in  taf  e  like  a  fmelt,  but  of  an 
odd  fhape,  with  the  under  jaw  as  fharp  as  a  pin. 

The  belly  of  thejacob  everfon  is  blue,  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  it  is  brown,  and  near  the  head  and  tail  are 
many  red  fpots  ;  this  fifh  is  often  ten  feet  long, 
and  weighs,  perhaps,  four  hundred  pounds. 

The  crooked  back,  fo  called  from  its  wry  fhape, 
is  a  very  delicate  fifh;  the  tail  and  fins  of  it  are 
yellow,  and  its  fkin  is  fmooth,  free  from  fcales  : 
the  common  length  of  it  is  four  feet. 
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The  horn  fifh  is  about  a  foot  long,  above  one 
half  of  the  body  being  taken  up  by  the  head,  the 
mouth  whereof  is  very  fmall ;  it  appears  varioufly 
coloured,  according  to  the  different  reflections  of 
light  from  its  body 5  its  fkin  is  very  bright,  its 
fins  and  tail  yellow  ;  the  belly  and  the  back  inclin¬ 
ing  to  a  blue. 

On  the  top  of  the  head  of  the  horn  fifh  is  one 
horn,  and  two  underneath  it,  which  are  fo  very  brittle 
and  poifonous,  that  if  they  leave  a  wound,  there 
are  ten  chances  to  one  againfl  its  being  healed  at 
any  rate. 

The  flounders  of  this  country  differ  from  ours 
only  in  their  having  teeth,  wherewith  they  faften 
upon  any  thing  within  their  reach. 

The  flac-fifh  is  about  a  foot  long  ;  it  is  found  in 
frefli  water,  without  fcales,  and  its  fkin  is  fmooth, 
-  fhining  like  filver  ;  it  has  a  fmall  fin  on  the  back, 
one  on  each  fide,  and  a  fourth  under  the  belly, 
which  it  ufes  inflead  of  a  tail  ;  it  is  full  of  fmall 
bones,  therefore  not  much  fought  after. 

The  red  fifh,  fo  called  from  being  of  a  dark  red 
colour,  has  a  long  fliarp  head,  yellow  eyes,  a  thick 
body,  and  a  blue  belly  ;  it  is  a  fort  of  bream,  ge¬ 
nerally  about  four  feet  long. 

The  parrot-fifh  is  feldom  more  than  a  foot  long  ; 
it  is  firm  and  well  tailed  ;  its  name  it  fakes  from 
the  fimilitude  of  its'  mouth  (the  infide  whereof  is 
armed  with  teeth)  to  a  parrot’s  bill ;  with  this  it 
not  only  bites  off  the  hooks  that  happen  to 
lay  hold  of  it,  but  alfo  cracks  the  fhells  of  oyf- 
ters  and  mufcles,  to  come  at  the  meat  contained 
within  them,  whereof  it  is  very  fond  ;  it  is  of  a 
green  colour,  chequered  with  yellow,  but  more 
particularly  near  the  head ;  the  eyes  of  this  fifh 
are  large  and  fprightly,  being  of  a  bright  blue. 
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The  fins  and  belly  of  the  Ihort-nofe  are  yellow  % 
it  talks  like  a  haddock ;  the  body  of  it  is  round,  and 
the  mouth  lies  juft  under  its  nofe,  which  is  extreme* 
ly  ihort. 

The  bone-filh  has  a  forked  tail  and  broad 
fcales;  it  differs  from  a  carp  no  where  but  in  the 
head ;  it  is  difregarded  becaufe  of  its  being  very 
bony. 

The  fand-fmelt  is  a  well  flavoured  fea-fifli, 
fliaped  like  a  whiting,  with  a  round  body  and  a 
yellow  belly. 

The  pock-filh  is  very  long,  with  a  forked  tail, 
and  very  fiiar p  teeth  ;  it  has  no  fcales,  but  a  very 
bright  fmooth  fidn,  that  affumes  various  colours 
from  its  various  pofitions  with  refpect  to  light,  ap¬ 
pearing  fomedmes  to  be  red,  fometimes  blue,  fome- 
times  green,  &c„ 

The  pit-fifh  is  very  nimble,  and  will  fpring  to  a 
good  diitance  ;  it  is  of  the  fize  of  a  large  fmelt,  with 
a  round  body,  full  of  green  and  yellow  fpots  ;  the 
eyes  feem  ready  to  flart  from  their  fockets ;  but 
the  animal  can  draw  them  in  confiderably  ;  there 
are  (harp- pointed  fins  on  its  back,  and  it  is  a  well- 
tafied  fifh,  though  delighting  in  muddy  places. 

The Chinefe-fifh  is  catched  in  frelh water  ;  iris 
round,  and  about  a  fpan  long,  having  a  long  tail, 
Imall  eyes,  with  a  white  belly  and  a  green  back. 

The  mullet,  which  is  a  very  fine  fifh,  being  found 
only  in  fome  certain  parts  of  India,  is,  when  dried 
and  cured,  tranfported  to  others,  when  in  feafon  ; 
it  Is  one  of  the  molt  delicate  fillies  that  can  be 
eaten,  except  at  a  particular  time  of  the  year, 
when  they  are  peftered  with. Worms  ;  thefkin  of  the 
mullet  is  white,  beautifully  chequered  with  purple: 
this  filh  is  a  very  nimble  jfwimmer,  and  fo  active, 
that  it  will  bound  not  only  over  the  net,  but  even 
over  the  fuhing-boat. 


The 


MR.  JOHN  NIEUHOFF.  2 67 

The  fea-fnipe  is  about  five  feet  long,  having  a 
head  like  a  hog,  with  large  bright  eyes,  and  a 
mouth  like  a  fnipe’s  bill ;  the  body  of  it,  from  head 
to  foot,  is  fpotted  varioufiy,  and  covered  with  fins. 

The  koret  is  fix  or  feven  feet  long,  with  eyes  of 
a  bright  yellow,  and  fins  that  look  like  filver ;  the 
tail  of  it  forked,  and  the  belly  blue,  inclining  to 
green :  it  is  a  great  refrefiiment  to  failors,  being 
well  flavoured  and  wholfome. 

The  fea-d evils  have  eyes  on  one  fide,  and  the 
mouth  in  the  concavity  below  the  head ;  the  tail 
is  like  that  of  a  roach,  with  two  teats  on  each  fide, 
pointed  towards  the  end ;  the  Ann  on  the  head  is 
full  of  brown  fpots  ;  fome  are  near  feven  or  eight 
feet  long,  but  afford  very  coarfe  food. 

The  flip  fifli  has  a  fkin  full  of  fpots,  is  well 
tailed,  and  taken  generally  with  hooks,  near  the 
Hie  of  St.  Vincent. 

The  fea  pigeon  has  got  its  name  from  the  re- 
femblance  of  its  head  to  that  of  a  pigeon,  and  from 
its  breaft’s  protuberating  like  thofe  creatures  :  this 
filh  is  without  fcales,  but  not  without  divers  fpots  ; 
it  is  but  rarely  catched,  and  none  of  the  belt  tail¬ 
ed. 

The  fea  hedge-hog  is  juffly  fo  called  from  its 
ffiarp  fins  about  the  head  and  mouth,  which  is 
round,  and  has  very  large  eyes  ;  they  can’t  fwim 
very  fwiftly,  and  confequently  would  foon  fall  a 
prey  to  other  fifli,  were  it  not  that  nature  has  arm¬ 
ed  them  with  thefe  pointed  fins. 

The  fuckers  are  blue,  with  bright  yellow  eyes, 
a  fmooth  fkin  without  fcales  ;  they  have  no  teeth, 
but  broad  lips,  wherewith  they  will  fuck  and  ad¬ 
here  fo  clofe  to  other  filh,  that  they  will  rather  be 
killed  than  let  go  their  hold  ;  they  will  flick  fo 
clofe  to  the  (hark,  that  they  are  often  catched  with 
them  :  they  are  eaten  fometimes  for  want  of  better 
food,  and  are  but  of  an  indifferent  taffe. 
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Some  fharks  are  eight,  ten,  or  fourteen  feet  long; 
their  fidn  is  rough  and  fharp,  and  they  have  a 
double  row  of  teeth,  and  fome  three  or  four  rows, 
which  are  covered  with  the  gums ;  their  eyes  lie 
forward  near  the  mouth  :  it  is  a  very  pernicious 
fifh,  which  oftentimes  bites  off  an  arm  or  a  leg  of 
thole  that  divert  themfelveswithfwimming.  The 
fharks  bring  forth  their  young  ones  alive,  which 
follow  the  fhe  fhark  wherever  fhe  goes,  and  in  bad 
weather  creep  into  her  belly,  and  come  out  again 
after  the  dorm  is  over.  It  is  obfervable,  that  cer¬ 
tain  fifties,  of  a  foot  long,  always  fwim  after  the 
fhark,  which  are  plainly  to  be  feen  in  hill  weather. 

The  klip  fifh,  or  foldier’s  fifh,  is  a  kind  of  bream, 
but  fometimes  grows  not  above  the  length  of  a 
fpan  ;  it  is  hat,  and  of  a  pale  colour  ;  on  the  back 
it  has  fharp  fins  like  a  roach,  a  fharp  tail,  and 
yellow  eyes  :  it  is  one  of  the  beh  fifties  in  the  In¬ 
dies,  of  a  very  delicious  tahe. 

The  fea-eagle  is  an  odd  kind  of  fifh ;  it  has  a 
tail  like  a  roach,  with  large  fins  like  wings,  a  thick 
head,  and  tahes  like  a  roach. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Of  the  fi/hes  of  Java  continued* 

Til  E  fea-cat  is  a  round  fifh,  a  fpan  in 
length,  of  a  very  odd  fliape ;  the  hinder- 
mofl  part  of  the  body  being  an  oval  lump,  on 
which  hangs  the  head  ;  it  has  long  and  large  eyes, 
a  fmooth  ikin,  inclining  to  blue,  but  brown  upon 
the  belly.  The  entrails  of  this  fifli  contain  a  cer¬ 
tain  gum,  out  of  which  the  Chinefe  make  their 
ink  :  they  dry  this  fifh  in  the  fun,  as  the  Dutch  do 
the  plane,  and  it  is  in  great  requelf  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  tho’  of  no  eafy  chgefiion, 
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The  leaping-fifh  is  fo  called,  becaufe  they  leap 
and  play  continually  upon  the  furface  of  the  water ; 
they  are  of  the  bignefs  of  a  herring,  and  are  with¬ 
out  fins  on  the  back,  from  the  head  to  the  tail ; 
they  have  a  knotty  head,  and  the  body  of  a  greyifti 
colour,  with  black  fpots  ;  but  towards  the  belly  they 
begin  to  be  white ;  they  look  very  fierce  before 
they  begin  to  leap :  they  are  fea-fifhes,  and  of  a 
very  good  tafte,  efpecially  broiled. 

The  fifh  pampus  is  above  a  foot  long,  and  about 
a  fpan  in  breadth  ;  for  the  reft,  in  colour  and  fhape 
not  unlike  our  plaife,  with  a  fmooth  fkin  ;  the  eyes 
ftand  on  both  Tides, and  the  mouth  ftraight  forwards ; 
it  is  a  well  tailed  fifh,  efpecially  if  dried  and  eaten 
as  the  Dutch  do  plaife. 

Peyxe-kok,  i.  e.  the  fifh-cock,  fo  called  by  the 
Portuguefe,  becaufe,  when  taken,  it  makes  a  noife 
or  found  like  a  cock  *  it  is  taken  near  the  ;fie  of 
St.  Vincent,  and  is  but  an  indifferent  fifh. 

The  blowers  are  huge  fifties,  which  appear  now 
and  then  in  the  open  fea  ;  they  have  got  this  name 
•  from  their  drawing  in  of  the  water,  and  {pouting 
it  out  again  with  great  force  into  the  air. 

The  white  fifh  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a  whit¬ 
ing,  with  around  hanging  belly,  a  ftraight  back  and 
turned  up  mouth  ;  its  tail  is  forked;  it  has  one 
barge  fin  upon  the  back,  and  abundance  of  fmall 
ones  betwixt  the  belly  and  the  tail ;  it  is  full  of 
ftreaks  all  over  the  body,  and  on  the  mouth  it  has 
two  long  teats  ;  it  is  of  a  very  good  tafte. 

The  five-finger  fifh  has  got  its  name  from  five 
black  fpots  on  each  fide,  refembling  the  prints  of 
fingers  :  its  length  is  about  a  foot  and  a  half,  with 
a  fmall  head,  large  mouth,  and  brown  pointed  fins 
towards  the  tail  ;  it  is  of  a  fhining  blue  colour, 
mixed  with  purple,  without  fcales  ;  it  is  of  a  pretty 
good  tafte,  and  taken  in  the  fea  all  over  the  In¬ 
dies. 

■  N  3  Karappa, 
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Karappa,  or  round -fifii,  is  not  unlike  a  whiting, 
of  a  very  good  tafie  ;  it  has  but  a  fmall  head  and 
tail,  but  a  pretty  bulky  belly  ;  below  it  has  fome 
tins  not  unlike  thofe  of  an  eel. 

Some  of  the  flying- fifh  are  near  as  big  as  a  co- 
rette,  of  a  bluifh  colour  on  the  back,  but  inclin¬ 
ing  to  a  brown  towards  the  tail ;  they  have  large 
eyes,  and  large  yeHowifh  fins,  refembling  in  fliape 
our  fmelts  ;  they  are  of  an  agreeable  tafie,  but  not 
eafy  to  be  catched,  except  when  they  fly  again  ft 
the  fails,  which  they  frequently  do,  and  fo  fall  up¬ 
on  the  flip’s  deck. 

The  fork-tail  is  a  long  and  round  fifli,  with  a 
very  long  forked  tail,  whence  it  has  got  its  name  ; 
its  head  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  herring,  with  a 
long  teat  on  the  top  of  it,  and  two  more  below, 
near  the  mouth,  like  thofe  of  the  flirimps,  but 
larger. ;  they  keep  them  clofe  to  the  body  when 
they  are  fwimming  ;  they  are  of  the  bignefs  of  a 
mackarel,  but  of  no  extraordinary  good  tafie. 

The  bonitos  are  not  unlike  the  corettes,  but  with 
idler  fins,  and  blue  breaks*  which  vanifh  by  de¬ 
grees  towards  the  tail  ;  the  back  is  of  a  dark 
brown,  and  the  belly  white  ;  the  eyes  blue,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  yellow  circle  ;  fome  are  a  foot  and 
half  long,  and  very  bright  when  firfi  taken,  which 
is  done  without  much  difficulty,  becaufe  they  follow 
the  fhips,  and  are  very  greedy  after  a  bait;  they 
eat  befi  if  they  are  faked  a  little  before  they  are 
broiled. 

The  fword-fifh  has  a  very  odd  head,  not  unlike 
that  of  an  owl,  with  a  very  wide  mouth  ;  the  fkin 
is  hard,  the  back  grey,  the  belly  white,  without 
any  fcales :  on  each  fide  of  the  fword,  which  is 
above  five  feet  long,  are  twenty-feven  teeth  ;  their 
whole  length,  including  the  fword,  is  generally 
twenty-five  feet,  and  fo  thick,  that  fcarce  two 
men  can  grafp  them :  near  the  eyes  they  have  two 
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noftrils,  thro’  which  they  draw  the  water  in  and 

out. 

The  fifh  called  fiap  by  the  Javenefe,  is  a  river 
filh  in  great  requelf  among  them,  and  is  taken  in 
confiderable  quantities  near  Batavia. 

The  pyed-fifh  has  got  its  name  from  its  colour ; 
its  tail  and  fins  being  brown,  fpotted  with  pale  blue 
fpots ;  it  is  about  a  foot  long,  and  pretty  thick, 
without  fcales  ;  the  eyes,  which  are  yellow,  are 
furrounded  by  a  blue  circle ;  underneath  the  throat 
hangs  a  crop,  extending  itfelf  to  the  tail ;  it  has  a 
little  mouth,  and  on  each  fide  a  yellow  fin  :  it  is 
in  great  efieem  among  the  inhabitants,  and  well 
tailed,  but  contains  a  certain  venomous  matter, 
which  muff  be  carefully  taken  out  when  they  are 
gutted. 

The  five- eyes  have  got  their  name  from  five  black 
eyes,  inclofed  in  yellow  circles,  which  are  in  the 
fins  near  the  tail ;  they  are  fmooth  and  yellow, 
without  fcales,  pretty  thick,  with  a  fmall  head  and 
fharp  nofe,  which  turns  over  the  mouth,  near 
which  they  have  two  red  fins  5  they  are  catcher!  in 
the  rivers  and  are  wTell  tailed. 

The  fea-bat  has  got  its  name  from  its  refem- 
blance  to  a  bat ;  it  has  two  yellowifn  wings  fireak- 
ed  with  three  blue  Breaks,  a  long  tail,  thick  head, 
and  large  mouth  ;  by  its  taffe  it  feems  to  be  a  kind 
of  thornback. 

The  gudgeons  of  Java  are  of  the  length  of  a 
finger,  but  fcarce  an  inch  thick ;  they  are  fpeckled 
with  pale  blue  and  other  colours,  without  fcales  ; 
they  have  fmall  forked  tails,  are  eatched  in  the  ri¬ 
vers,  and  are  exceeding  well  tailed  ;  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  kind  of  them  taken  in  the  fea,  in  fuch  prodi¬ 
gious  quantities,  that  they  fell  a  whole  canoe  full 
for  eight-pence  or  ten-pence,  and  fatten  their 
ducks  and  geefe  with  them. 
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The  Indian  carps  are  taken  in  the  rivers,  being 
not  in  the  lead:  different  from  ours,  either  in  fhape 
or  taffe. 

The  fea  monfter  is  an  odd  kind  of  fiSh,  having 
a  knobby  flair  upon  the  head,  and  upon  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  excrefeence  refemblmg  a  biihop’s  mitre  ;  from 
the  Sides  of  the  head  iffue  two  fins  of  the  fame 
length  with  the  body  of  the  m  on  tier ;  it  has  a 
dreadful  wide  mouth,  and  a  broad  tail,  wherewith 
It  guides  itfelf  in  fwimming. 

They  have  divers  forts  of  Shrimps  and  cray¬ 
fishes  in  the  Indies  ;  and  of  the  latter  fort  a  cer¬ 
tain  kind  which  has  teeth  like  a  faw  on  the  back  ; 
fome  of  them  are  of  that  bignefs  as  to  weigh  fix 
pounds,  of  a  delicious  taffe,  and  very  whoiefome, 
being  accounted  good  for  fuch  as  are  troubled  with 
the  affhma,  or  (pitting  of  blood.  The  feafhrimps 
are  a  falt-water  fiSh,  the  biggeff  of  which  are  near 
a  fpan  in  length,  and  have  Shells  like  ours,  of  a  fal¬ 
low  colour,  with  a  red  forked  tail  :  out  of  the 
head  come  forth  divers  fins,  on  which  hang  two 
fro  all  thin  horns  ;  they  are  very  well  tailed,  and 
five  or  fix  are  fufficient  for  one  man’s  meal. 

The  river  Shrimps  are  about  the  bignefs  of  our  fea 
Shrimps,  of  a  blue  colour,  with  afmall  head  and  thick 
body  ;  out  of  the  head  come  two  long  fins,  as  fine 
as  a  thread  ;  their  Shell  is  not  fo  hard  as  the 
former,  neither  are  they  fo  well  tailed.  The  ri¬ 
vers  here  afford  alfo  abundance  of  cray-fiShes, 
which  are  taken  in  holes  among  the  oyffers  ;  they 
are  better  tailed  than  our  lobfters. 

The  fea-ffar  is  an  odd  Shaped  fifh,  with  five 
branches,  forming  a  ftar  ;  they  are  of  a  pale  red 
colour,  an  inch  thick,  covered  with  a  knobby 
Skin,  underneath  which  are  many  finall  bones  • 
they  have  a  hole  in  the  middle,  thro"  which  they 
draw  their  fuffenance  5  they  are  never  to  be  feen 
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at  fea,  except  in  calm  weather,  and  are  taken  and 
kept  rather  for  curiofity’s  fake  than  any  other 
ufe. 

The  fea  crabs  are  in  length  about  a  fpan,  of 
a  moll  curious  colour,  the  fhell  being  Ipeckled 
with  yellow  fpots  ;  befides  which,  they  have 
three  purple  fpots  enclofed  within  white  rings. 
Their  claws  are  yellowifh  towards  the  body, 
afterwards  white,  and  at  the  extremities  of  a 
high  purple  colour ;  their  eyes  are  fixed  without 
the  head. 

There  is  alfo  a  kind  of  blue  crabs,  fome  of 
which  are  a  foot  and  a  half  long.  They  are  of  a 
purple  colour,  fpotted  with  white.  The  claws 
are  blue,  and  of  a  purple  colour  towards  the 
body.  Their  eyes,  like  thofe  of  the  former,  fband 
a  finger’s  length  without  the  head.  They  are  a 
fait- water  fifh,  and  very  wrell  tailed. 

There  is  another  kind  of  lobflers,  not  quite  fo 
large  as  the  former,  which  run  very  fwiftly. 
Their  eyes  hand  likewife  about  two  inches  breadth 
without  the  head,  efpecially  whilil  they  are  run¬ 
ning,  but  other  wife  they  can  draw  them  back,  and 
lay  them  clofe  under  two  fins.  Their  bodies  are 
marbled  with  divers  colours,  the  claws  of  a  purple 
hue ;  behind,  they  have  two  fmall  round  and 
blue  fhells,  edged  with  yellow.  Some  are  of  a 
confiderable  bignefs,  and  of  a  very  good  tafle. 

There  is  another  fort  of  fea  crabs,  of  the  fame 
bignefs  as  the  blue,  lobflers,  but  eafily  to  bediftin- 
guifhed  from  them  by  their  colour,  which  inclines 
to  a  green  ;  their  claws  are  red,  and  their  taile  is 
exceeding  delicious.  ■  Their  eyes  hand  likewife  an 
inch’s  breadth  without  the  head..  Some  fear 
crabs  here  are  of  a  prodigious  bignefs,  and,  like 
all  other  fhell-fifh,  befl  in  the  increafe  of  the 
moon..  Some  crabs  here  call  their  fneils,  and  dur- 
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ing  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year,  abide  under  ground 
till  they  grow  again. 

The  Indian  oyfters  are  preferred  before  thofeof 
Europe. 

The  mufcles  of  the  Indies  are  like  ours,  but 
fomewhat  larger ;  the  fhell  is  brown  both  in  and 
outfide.  There  is  another  fort  of  mufcles  called 
tail  mufcles  by  our  people,  thefe  are  of  a  greenifh 
Colour.  They  have  on  that  end  where  they  open, 
two  fharp  horns,  and  on  the  other  end,  a  pale  yel¬ 
low  tail,  wherewith  they  can  fallen  themfelves  in 
the  mud.  They  are  of  the  fame  tafte,  and  ufed 
like  ours,  as  well  as  thofe  we  commonly  call  St. 
James’s  mufcles.  Of  oyfters,  they  have  alfo  feve- 
rtl  forts,  the  largeft  adhere  to  the  rocks,  others  to 
the  roots  of  the  trees  that  grow  in  the  water. 
They  are  all  of  a  very  good  tafte,  and  are  either 
ft e wed  with  fpices,  or  eaten  raw  with  lemon  juice 
and  pepper. 

Abundance  of  purple  fnails  are  found  in  the 
ill  arid  s  over  againft  Batavia.  The  fcallop  or  fhell 
is  of  a  yellow  colbur,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  good 
citron,  with  various  breathings  at  one  end.  Within 
this  fhell  is  the  fnail,  which  is  round,  plump,  and 
yellow,  ftreaked  with  black.  They  are  boiled 
;  and  eaten  by  the  Chinefe,  who  have  a  way  of  po- 
11  thing  the  iliells,  and  pick  out  of  the  middle  of 
the  fnail  a  certain  purple  coloured  fubftance, 
which  they  life  in  making  and  colouring  red 
ink.  There  is  alfo  another  kind  with  green  ftiells, 
ftreaked  with  black,  white  within,  and  of  the 
iize  of  a  child’s  head.  The  fnail  is  of  the  fame 
colour,  and  not  ill  tailed.  Another  fort  has  a 
fftell  of  a  pale  red  colour,  marbled  with  white, 
and  curi Ou fly  twilled,  of  the  bignefs  of  an  orange  , 
the  fnail  is  of  the  fame  colour^  eaten  as  we  do 
our  periwinkles,  but  hard  of  digeflion. 
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The  quallen  are  a  certain  produdf  of  the  fea,  of 
a  mucilaginous  fubfiance,  without  head,  tail,  or 
entrails.  They  commonly  are  of  the  bignefs  of  a 
trencher,  tho’  fometimes  lefs.  They  have  purple 
edges  all  round  them,  wherewith  they  fwim.  In 
the  midft  is  a  certain  fpot,  which  is  fometimes 
white,  at  other  times  blue,  wherein,  perhaps,  their 
victuals  are  contained.  If  they  are  forced  afhore, 
they  are  difordered.  The  Chinefe  have  a  certain 
way  of  difiilling  arrack,  or  firong  water,  out  of 
them,  which  is  excefiive  hot,  lharp,  and  unwhol- 
fome,  caufing  exulcerations  in  the  body.  For  if 
this  fubfhmce  happens  to  adhere  to  the  bare  (kin  of 
a  man  in  fwimming  or  otherwife,  it  burns  with 
great  violence,  and  raifes  blifiers  immediately. 

The  dorades,  by  fome  called  fea  breams,  area 
kind  of  dolphins.  They  have  long  and  (harp  fins 
on  the  back,  and  a  very  long  tail ;  underneath  the 
belly,  they  have  three  fins,  the  lafl  of  which  ex¬ 
tends  as  far  as  the  tail.  Some  are  four  or  five  feet 
long,  and  rather  broad  than  thick.  They  eat  to¬ 
lerably  well,  if  falted  before  they  are  drefTed  ;  but 
are  hard  of  digefiion.  They  are  fometimes  ta¬ 
ken  with  the  hook,  but  not  eafily  catched  with 
the  harpoon,  by  reafon  of  their  nimblenefs,  which 
is  Inch,  that  they  will  fometimes  leap  five  or  fix 
feet  high  above  the  water,  after  the  flying-fifh. 

The  Indies  afford  exceflive  long  thornbacks, 
fome  of  which  are  as  big  in  circumference  as  a  mo¬ 
derate  table,  and  will  iiifEce  to  dine  forty  people. 
They  have  vafi  long  tails,  but  are  of  the  fameco- 
lour  with  ours,  of  the  fame  tafie,  and  hard  of  di- 
geftion ;  tho’  the  young  ones  are  much  better. 
Their  fins,  which  are  very  large,  are  of  a  purple 
colour.  All  fifn  with  leaks  caff  their  fpawn,  but 
thofe  without  feales,  bring  forth  their  young  ones 
alive. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Of  the  birds  and four-footed  beafts  of  Java. 

IN  the  ides  of  Sumatra,  Banda,  and  the  other 
Molucca  idands,  is  to  be  found  a  certain 
bird,  called  emen,  or  eme,  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  cafnaris  by  the  Dutch.  He  walks  condantly 
with  his  head  draight  upright ;  he  is  about  five 
feet  high,  and  about  three  in  length  from  the 
bread  to  the  tail.  The  head  is  in  proportion  to 
the  body,  but  fmall,  very  fmooth,  and  of  a  dark 
blue  colour.  Before  on  the  neck,  hang  two  red 
teats  or  bags.  The  eyes  are  large  and  fierce  ;  be¬ 
hind  thefe  are  the  ear- holes,  and  aimed  at  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  bill  two  nodrils  ;  from  the  midd  of 
the  bill  to  the  crown  of  the  head,  grows  a  hard 
yellow  fubdance  like  a  cockle-diell,  efpecially  in 
the  males.  They  have  very  long  and  thick  legs, 
covered  with  a  yellowidi  rough  fkin ;  their  feet 
are  thick,  knobby,  and  without  fpurs,  indead  of 
which,  they  have  on  the  forepart  three  long 
horny  claws,  in  which  they  differ  from  the  of- 
t  riches,  whofe  feet  are  cloven  both  before  and  be¬ 
hind.  They  are  covered  all  over  with  feathers,  or 
ratlier  with  plumes,  of  a  dark  red  mixed  with 
black.  Thole  upon  the  bread  and  thighs  grow 
two  and  two  together,  but  thofe  on  the  tail  are 
much  longer  and  dronger. 

Underneath  the  feathers,  which  grow  on  both  ddes, 
are  hidden  certain  pins,  which,  by  dimulating,  ferve 
them  in  running;  for  thefe  birds  are  fcarce  able  to 
r.aife  thexnfelves  from  the  ground.  They  tire  exceed¬ 
ing  greedy,  devouring  every  thing  they  meet  with, 
even  to  iron  and  burning  coals,  all  which  they  evacu¬ 
ate  by  the  intedines  without  any  alteration ;  nay,  they 

7  fometimes 


MR.  JOHN  N  I  EU  HOFF.  277 

fometimes  throw  out  what  they  have  eat,  In  a  year 
after,  without  the  leaft  figns  of  having  digefted  it. 
For  the  reft,  they  live  upon  herbage.  Their 
ftrength  connfts  in  their  legs  and  feet ;  they  run  fo 
faft,  that  no  man  can  overtake  them,  and  when 
exafperated,  kick  with  their  feet  backwards  and 
Tideways  like  a  horfe.  They  lay  greenifh  eggs 
upon  the  ground  among  the  fhrubs,  fcarce  fo  big 
as  our  hen’s  egg,  fpeckled  with  dark  green  fpotg. 
The  yolks  thereof  are  eaten  by  the  inhabitants. 
Thefe  have  neither  tongue  nor  tail. 

Among  the  feveral  forts  of  flitter  mice,  or  bats, 
that  which  by  fome  is  called  a  flying  cat,  may  well 
challenge  a  place.  Its  head,  tail,  nay  the  whole 
body  and  bulk  refembling  a  cat.  It  differs  from 
the  bats  in  this,  that  whereas  they  hang  on  cer¬ 
tain  tacks,  this  hangs  on  its  claws,  and  hides  itfelf 
within  its  wings.  The  hair  is  of  a  brownifh  red 
colour,  except  on  the  back,  where  it  is  black. 
Betwixt  the  fore  and  hind  legs,  grow  two  mem¬ 
branes,  a  little  hairy  on  the  outflde,  which  ferve 
them  for  wings 

There  is  alfo found  a  fort  of  flying-apes*  thefe 
have  very  fharp  teeth  and  claws,  and  very  lively 
eyes. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  Indies,  you  meet  with  a 
certain  bird  called  the  hunter’s  bird.  The  breafl: 
and  the  whole  body  of  it  is  black,  but  the  tail  is 
greyifh.  The  head  is  dark  yellow,  but  without 
feathers.  Below  the  neck  hangs  a  bag,  not  unlike 
thofe  of  our  turkeys  ;  the  bill  is  diftinguifhed  by 
certain  twifted  rings,  by  which  they  difcern  their 
age,  every  year  producing  one,  like  our  ox’s  horns. 
On  the  top  of  the  bill,  grows  a  horny  fubftance ; 
they  are  looked  upon  as  a  rarity,  and  fold  at  a  dear 
rate. 

In  the  ifle  of  Mauritius,  you  meet  with  a  certain 
bird  called  dronte  by  the  inhabitants,  and  dodaers 
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by  the  Dutch.  In  fize,  it  is  betwixt  an  oflrich 
and  a  large  turkey,  and  has  alfo  fome  refemblance 
to  them  in  his  feathers  and  tail.  His  head  is  very 
large,  not  unlike  that  of  a  cuckoo ;  but  covered 
all  over  with  a  fkin.  The  eyes  are  large  and  black, 
the  neck  crooked  and  very  thick.  The  bill  is  long, 
thick,  and  of  a  pale  blue  colour,  except  towards 
the  extremities,  the  uppermoft  whereof  is  black- 
ifh,  and  the  undermoff  yellowifh  :  but  both  Iharp 
and  bent.  He  is  very  thick  and  round  of  body, 
covered  with  foft  grey  feathers,  like  thofe  of  the 
oflrich.  The  belly  and  hindermoff  part  are  fo 
thick,  as  to  touch  almofl  the  ground,  which  is  the 
reafon  he  is  eafily  catched.  On  both  iides,  he 
has  certain  quills  inftead  of  wings,  of  a  pale  yel¬ 
low  hue,  and  inftead  of  the  tail,  five  curled 
plumes  of  the  fame  colour.  His  legs  are  ftiort 
and  thick,  with  four  large  claws.  The  meat,  ef- 
pecially  that  of  the  breaff,  is  fat  and  toothfome 
enough,  and  three  or  four  of  thefe  creatures  afford 
a  meal  for  one  hundred  perfons.  In  his  ftomach 
is  fometimes  found  a  porous  hard  Hone. 

The  paraquitos  are  of  a  green  colour,  of  the 
bignefs  of  a  flarling;  their  bills  are  yellow,  the 
neck  red,  mixed  with  green,  and  the  wings  yel¬ 
low  at  the  extremities.  They  are  found  in  vaft 
numbers  in  the  woods,  and  are  eafily  tamed  and 
taught  to  fpeak.  There  are  divers  forts  of  them, 
of  different  colours. 

The  martins  here  are  as  big  as  our  magpies,  of  a 
black  colour,  with  a  yellow  bill,  and  a  yellow  tuft 
upon  the  head.  The  middle  part  of  the  wings  is 
white,  the  feet  yellow,  with  large  crooked  daws. 
The  Javanefe  are  great  admirers  of  this  bird,  and 
teach  him  to  whiffle  and  fpeak,  which  he  does  as 
diftihdly  as  a  man,  but  with  fomewhat  a  rougher 
voice.  There  is  another  fort  of  thorn  not  fo  big 
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as  thefe,  found  all  over  the  Indies,  which  feed 
upon  rice  and  other  fruits  of  the  earth. 

The  Indian  crows  are  of  a  pale  blue,  in  fhape 
between  a  heron  and  flork.  The  head  and  neck  is 
fomewhat  of  a  dark  colour,  with  a  curled  tail 
and  fharp  bill.  They  live  mofl  in  wildernefles, 
and  make  excurfions,  as  they  fay,  fometimes  as  far 
as  Europe,  under  a  certain  chief,  which  flies  fome¬ 
times  before  and  fometimes  behind. 

The  bird  rubus  is  of  the  bignefs  of  a  darling, 
with  a  blue  bill  and  legs,  the  back  and  tail  red, 
and  white  and  black  wings.  The  head  is  green, 
and  in  his  tail  he  has  two  large  feathers,  like  the 
paradife  birds. 

In  divers  parts  of  the  Indies,  are  very  large 
bats,  exceeding  in  bignefs  our  cats.  In  the  ifle  of 
Java,  are  feme  of  the  ordinary  fort,  no  bigger 
than  a  pigeon  ;  they  live  in  the  woods,  and  are  ac¬ 
counted  a  dainty  by  the  Javanefe.  In  the  night¬ 
time,  they  will  get  fometimes  into  the  chambers, 
if  the  windows  be  left  open,  and  draw  blood  from 
fuch  as  are  afleep  there. 

There  are  two  forts  of  the  bird  called  gwira; 
both  which  are  white,  mixed  with  fome  brown  fea¬ 
thers.  One  fort  has  a  red  belly,  and  the  other  a 
blue  tall  with  one  very  long  feather  in  it. 

The  poero  is  a  long  but  {lender  bird,  of  a  fpan 
in  length,  including  the  bill  and  tail.  The  bill  is 
fomewhat  crooked,  and  the  tail  like  that  of  the 
bird  gwira.  His  feathers  are  bluifh,  mixed  with 
yellow,  and  his  feet  very  fmall.  He  feeds  upon 
pifmires. 

In  Java,  you  meet  often  with  cormorants,  not 
unlike  our  geefe,  except  that  they  are  much  larger. 
Underneath  their  bill,  hangs  a  large  bag,  which  they 
can  extend  and  draw  together  at  pleafure,  and  in  it 
they  keep  fuch  Hfh  as  they  have  {wallowed.  Their 
feet  are  like  thofe  cf  the  fwan,  and  their  bills  are 

crooked 
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crooked  towards  the  extremities.  They  are  fa 
greedy  after  prey,  that  they  rufh  out  from  among 
the  flags  with  fuch  violence,  that  they  are  eaflly 
taken.  They  fwallow  oiflers  with  the  fhells,  and 
keep  them  in  their  bags  till  they  open,  when  they 
fpew  them  out  again,  and  pick  out  the  oyflers.  They 
are  frequently  found  in  the  iflaadof  Din  Ding,  and 
foon  difcovered  by  their  noife.. 

All  over  the  Indies,  you  meet  with  ducks  ill 
great  numbers,  refembling  ours  both  in  flze 
and  tafle.  They  are  generally  of  a  dark  yellow 
colour,  with  black  bills  and  legs,  large  bellies,  and 
tufts  on  their  heads.  But  whereas  the  Weft  India 
ducks  have  hanging  bellies,  thefe  carry  them  more 
upright.  By  reafon  of  the  exceflive  heat  they  are 
not  eaflly  brought  to  lit  upon  their  eggs,  which 
are  generally  laid  under  hens,  or  fomented  in 
horfed ung  or  ovens.  T heir  meat  is  very  wholefome. 
provided  they  are  well  fed* 

The  wide-bill  has  got  his  name  from  his  bill, 
which  reaches  up  on  both  Aides  to  the  eyes.  He. 
is  fcarce  of  the  bignefs  of  a  pigeon,  of  a  pale, 
black  colour,  with  black  wings,  and  underneath 
the  eyes  and  bill  he  is  white.  They  are  brought 
to  market  in  great  quantities  at  Batavia,  their  meat 
being  well  tailed. 

The  ftrand  bird  is  a  kind  of  fnipe,  of  the  big¬ 
nefs  of  our  woodcocks.  Their  feathers  are  green 
mixed  with  black  ;  they  are  fold  in  great  numbers 
at  Batavia ;  and  in  tafte  are  not  unlike  our  wood- 
fnipes. 

The  Indian  turtles  are  not  altogether-  fo  big  as 
ours,  and  of  a  yellowifh  colour,  mixed  with  grey. 
They  have  a  black  feather  in  each  wing ;  under, 
the  neck  they  are  fomewhat  brighter,  and  the 
breaA  ahnoA  red.  They  are  taken  in  great  quan¬ 
tities  in  the  rice  fields,  and  are  fat  and  well  tailed. 
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The  Indian  geefe  are  much  finer  and  larger  than 
thofe  of  Europe,  refembling  rather  our  fwans ; 
their  necks  being  exceffive  long,  of  a  yellowifh 
colour,  but  their  bills  black.  Along  the  back, 
upon  the  wings  and  tail,  they  have  dark  grey  fea¬ 
thers  mixed  with  fome  light  ones  ;  but  on  the  belly 
they  are  white.  They  have  not  fo  fhrill  a  voice  as 
our  geefe,  but  differ  not  in  the  leaf!  from  them  ei¬ 
ther  in  fhape  or  tafle  ;  their  feet  being  likewife  red. 
They  have  both  wild  and  tame  ones. 

In  divers  places  of  the  Indies,  are  great  quanti¬ 
ties  of  birds  of  prey,  as  eagles,  hawks,  kites,  and 
fuch  like,  which  do  prodigious  mifchief  both 
among  the  wild  and  tame  fowl,  and  are  of  fuch 
ftrength,  that  they  carry  fometimes  young  pigs 
away,  and  devour  them  in  the  woods  among  the 
rocks. 

There  is  a  certain  bird  of  prey  here  which  you 
fee  moving  in  the  air  without  Aiming  its  wings  ; 
and  another  called  jin  by  the  Chinefe,  exceeding 
all  the  reA  in  nimblenefs.  It  is  greenifh  on  the 
back,  but  white  on  the  belly.  The  eyes  are  quick 
and  red,  and  the  bill  yellow,  bent  like  a  hook  at 
the  end.  Their  feet  are  likewife  yellow,  armed 
with  long  and  very  fharp  claws. 

The  kobby  is  the  leaf!;  of  ail  the  birds,  being 
no  bigger  than  a  horfe-fly.  It  has  a  very  fharp 
bill,  wherewith  it  fucks  its  fuflenance  out  of  the 
flowers,  tho’  fome  are  of  opinion  it  feeds  upon 
the  dew.  It  has  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow, 
and  its  wings  are  not  unlike  thofe  of  pigeons  or 
ducks.  It  builds  a  neA  to  the  fouth,  under  the 
branches  of  orange,  lemon,  or  cotton  trees,  to  de¬ 
fend  itfelf  againA  the  injuries  of  the  north  winds. 
Its  eggs  are  no  bigger  than  peafe.  There  is  ano¬ 
ther  which  lings  exceeding  fine,  but  is  not  fo  well 
coloured  ;  it  weighs  not  above,  twenty-four  grains. 

Idie 
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The  kokoy  is  a  kind  of  heron,  but  much  ex¬ 
ceeding  ours  in  beauty,  being  yellow  before  and 
green  behind.  On  the  head,  it  has  a  delicious 
plume,  fpreading  all  over  the  neck.  The  young 
ones  eat  tolerably  well,  but  the  old  ones  are  tough 
and  have  a  fifhy  taffe. 

In  the  woods  of  java,  you  fee  vaft  numbers  of 
birds  not  unlike  our  quails,  but  of  the  bignefs  of 
a  wild  pigeon.  Their  bills  are  however  fomewhat 
longer  than  thofe  of  quails,  and  their  noife  is  very 
different.  They  are  of  fo  cold  a  conftitution,  that 
if  expofed  on  the  ground,  they  are  in  danger  of 
perifhing  •  for  which  reafon,  they  hide  themfelves, 
covered  with  their  wings,  in  the  hollows  of  trees, 
immediately  after  fun-fet,  and  at  fun-rifmg  come 
forth  again,  and  begin  to  chirp  with  great  chear- 
fulnefs. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  the  birds ,  & c.  of  Java  continued . 

TH  E  Indian  quails  refemble  thofe  of  Europe, 
are  brown  on  the  back,  and  blue  on  the 
belly.  They  have  a  yellow  bill  and  four  claws, 
viz.  three  before  and  one  behind ;  they  do  not 
make  any  noife,  but  are  very  good  meat. 

The  rice  bird  is  of  the  bignefs  of  one  of  our 
pullets,  but  fomething  longer  legged,  with  brown 
feathers  on  the  body,  a  red  head,  and  very  large 
claws.  They  live  among  the  rice,  whence  they 
take  their  name,  and  are  delicious  food  whenroafted. 

In  many  parts  of  the  Indies  are  alfo  pheafants 
with  long  and  pointed  tails  ;  forne  are  white  on  the 
bread;  and  about  the  eyes. 

They  have  prodigious  numbers  of  butterflies  of 
various  colours,  having  long  bills,  which  they  can 
flretch  out,  when  they  fuck  the  juice  of  the  flow¬ 
ers. 


MR.  JOHN  NIEUHOFF.  283 

ers,  or  draw  back  at  pleafure.  Some  of  them  are 
of  a  moil  beautiful  colour,  intermixed  with  blue, 
white,  and  red,  beyond  what  can  be  expreffed. 
They  are  generally  of  the  bignefs  of  the  palm  of 
the  hand,  when  their  wings  are  fpread.  Some 
have  larger  wings  than  others,  and  have  two  fma.ll 
feathers  on  their  heads. 

The  Indian  wood  pigeons  are  of  the  bignefs  of 
our  tame  pigeons,  with  brown  fpots  on  their  backs, 
a  white  belly,  purple  coloured  breafl,  and  red 
feet ;  when  tamed  they  will  breed  in  houfes,  are 
not  unlike  our  turtle  doves,  being  very  delicate 
roafled,  and  living  moilly  in  the  woods. 

Indian  pullets  are  generally  white,  with  bright 
red  combs  on  their  heads,  long  red  tails,  and  feet 
covered  with  feathers  ;  they  were  firfl  brought  hi¬ 
ther  from  Sium  and  Batavia,  and  eat  well,  being 
about  the  fize  of  a  common  tame  pigeon.  In  this 
iiland,  there  is  alfo  a  kind  of  fowl  with  the  fea¬ 
thers  pointing  towards  the  head  inflead  of  the 
tail  ;  and  another  fort  covered  intirely  with  fea¬ 
thers. 

About  Batavia,  and  many  other  parts  of  the 
Indies,  abundance  of  herons  are  to  be  feen  in  the 
low  grounds.  They  are  in  bignefs  the  fame  with 
our  herons,  with  long  grey  feathers  and  black 
wings.  They  are  generally  feen  near  the  water 
fide,  looking  for  prey  ;  they  build  their  nefls  in 
trees ;  the  meat  of  them  being  tough,  and  tailing 
of  hfh. 

The  jumpers  have  got  their  names  from  their 
continually  moving  from  branch  to  branch.  They 
are  of  the  fame  bignefs  with  black  birds,  and  will 
whiflle  like  them.  They  have  a  black  head, 
wings,  and  tail,  but  are  white  on  the  breafl  and 
belly.  Our  author  has  feen  them  kept  at  Ba¬ 
tavia  with  a  chain  on  one  leg  for  diverfion,  and 

they 
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they  feed  them  with  boiled  rice.  They  are  eafily 
tamed. 

The  dock-doves  are  in  fhape  and  bignefs  like 
our  pigeons,  but  of  a  much  finer  colour.  The 
neck  and  bread  are  green,  the  red  of  the  body 
purple  coloured  ;  the  tail  and  wings  blue,  with  a 
white  edge.  They  are  catched  in  great  numbers 
in  the  woods  near  Batavia,  and  eat  very  well 
roaded. 

The  gold-finches  here  are  very  agreeable  for 
their  fine  coloured  feathers,  being  for  the  red  no 
longer  than  our  linnets  or  gold-finches.  Their 
bill  is  of  a  pale  red,  the  head  white,  the  back  and 
wings  blue,  the  belly  red,  and  the  tail  dark  blue. 
They  are  taken  in  prodigious  great  quantities  near 
Batavia,  and  fometimes  kept  in  cages.  They  feed 
upon  rice. 

At  Batavia  you  fee  often  large  fcorpions,  of  a 
quarter  of  a  yard  long,  but  thofe  of  a  leder  fize 
are  fo  frequent,  that  you  can  fcarce  move  a  dool, 
bench,  ched,  lookinglafs,  or  pidlure,  without  be¬ 
ing  in  danger  of  being  dung  by  them,  unlefs  you 
be  very  careful  to  avoid  them.  The  fmall  ones 
are  about  a  fingers  length,  compofed  of  many 
joints,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  goofe  quill.  They 
are  yellow,  fpeckled  with  brown  dreaks.  Before, 
they  have  two  claws  with  two  fharp  pincers  ;  their 
tail  is  long,  and  lies  turned  upon  the  back,  at  the' 
end  of  which  is  the  ding,  wherewith  they  poiion 
fuch  as  they  touch.  They  have  eight  long  legs, 
not  unlike  thofe  of  a  cray-fifh.  The  ding  of  a 
fcorpion  is  accounted  mortal,  unlefs  prevented  in  a 
little  time  ;  tho’  fome  are  of  opinion  that  the  fcor¬ 
pions  in  the  Indies  are  not  fo  ven'emous  as  thofe  of 
Italy  and  Spain.  A  fcorpion  bruifed  fo  death,  or 
difled  in  oil,  and  applied  to  the  wound,  draws  out 
the  poifon.  They  fay  that  a  radidi  lliced,  and 
laid  upon  a  fcorpion,  kills  him  in  a  minute.  They 

have 
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have  alfo  another  flory,  viz.  that  the  fcorpion  is 
fome times  fo  peflered  with  pifmires,  that  he  flings 
himfelf  to  death  in.  the  head  with  his  tail;  and  fo 
becomes  a  prey  to  the  pifmires. 

The  millepedes  are  about  five  or  fix  inches 
long,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  man’s  linger,  of  a  rud¬ 
dy  colour,  and  compofed  of  many  joints  and  bones. 
They  have  two  claws  or  pincers,  wherewith  they 
wound  as  dangeroufly  as  the  fcorpions ;  occafioning 
fuch  violent  pain  as  it  is  almofl  unfpeakable.  The 
cure  is  performed  by  fli fling  them  with  oil,  like 
the  fcorpions,  and  they  are  generally  found,  like 
them,  in  holes,  and  behind  benches. 

Both  the  Eafl  and  Weft  Indies  produce  fnakes 
of  divers  flzes  and  colours.  Among  others,  they 
have  a  certain  fort  in  the  ifle  of  Java,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  a  foot  in  length,  which  are  frequently  met  with 
in  the  fields  among  the  grafs.  They  have  others 
with  large  Alining  fcales  on  the  back,  and  eyes  fo 
bright,  that  in  a  fun-fhiny  day  you  may  fee  them 
at  a  great  diflance.  Others  are  fo  full  of  fpots, 
that  they  are  terrible  to  behold.  Befldes  thefe? 
they  have  another  kind  of  fnakes  much  lefler  than 
the  field  fnakes  ;  thefe  dwell  in  houfes,  and  feed 
upon  flies,  ants,  and  other  infects.  They  will 
flick  fo  clofe  to  wall  or  roof,  as  if  they  were  im¬ 
moveable  ;  but  no  fooner  perceive  their  prey,  but 
they  flioot  down  all  on  a  fudden  to  catch  it.  The 
tail  of  a  fnake  feparated  from  the  body,  will  grow 
to  it  again.  Thefe  fnakes  are  not  in  the  leafl  per¬ 
nicious,  and  will  pafs  over  the  bare  faces  of  per- 
fons  fleeping  in  their  chambers,  without  doing  the 
leafl  harm. 

In  the  woods  of  Java,  as  likewife  in  the  fens 
and  pools,  is  found  a  certain  fort  of  fnake,  or  ra¬ 
ther  crocodile,  called  iegoaen  by  the  Indians.  It 
refembles  altogether  a  crocodile,  except  that  it  is 
lefs,  being  not  above  five  or  fix  feet  long  ■  where¬ 
as 
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as  crocodiles  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet.  The 
Javanefe  however  affirm,  that  thofe  In  the  moun¬ 
tains  are  much  larger.  They  have  a  knobby  green 
fkin,  but  the  meat  is  white,  like  that  of  our  rab¬ 
bets,  and  very  well  tailed.  They  have  a  long 
head,  wide  mouth,  and  a  tail  as  long  as  the  whole 
body ;  each  leg  has  four  paws  armed  with  ffiarp 
and  long  claws. 

In  the  woods  of  java,  are  certain  flying  fnakes  ; 
they  have  four  legs,  a  long  tail,  and  their  fkin 
fpeckled  with  many  fpots.  Their  wings  are  not 
unlike  thofe  of  bats,  which  they  move  in  flying, 
but  otherwife  keep  them  almofl  unperceived  clofe 
to  the  body.  They  fly  nimbly,  but  cannot  hold 
it  long.  On  the  ou tilde  of  the  throat  are  two 
bladders,  which,  being  extended  when  they  fly, 
ferve  them  inllead  of  a  fail.  They  feed  upon  flies 
and  other  infefls.  The  Javanefe  do  not  in  the  1-eaft 
account  them  poifonous,  but  handle  them  juft  like 
the  common  fnakes,  without  the  lealt  danger. 

The  frogs  here  are  about  the  fame  bignefs  with 
ours,  of  a  dark  yellow  colour,  with  brown  fpots. 
They  are  fold  daily  in  the  markets  of  Batavia,  the 
Chinefe  accounting  them  a  dainty,  but  they  eat  only 
the  hind erm oil  parts.  There  is  another  fort  of  frogs 
■in  Java  near  as  big  as  a  rabbet,  but  thefe  are  not 
eaten.  They  make  a  noife  like  the  bellowing  of 
an  ox. 

The  fire-flies  have  got  their  name,  becaufe 
they  appear  in  the  dark,  fluffing  like  a  light ;  and 
are  catched  by  means  of  a  lire  or  candle,  thro’ 
which  they  will  fly  till  they  are  taken.  They  are 
about  an  inch  broad' and  long,-  and  fometimes 
bigger.  The  head,  which  is  brown,  has  two  fmall 
horns,  the  neck  is  red,  but  their  hard  wings  brown, 
underneath  which,  they  have  two  fofter  wings, 
which  they  make  ufe  of  in  flying ;  and  then  it  is 
you  difcover  that  filming  fubftance  which  is  con¬ 
tained 
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tained  in  a  black  bladder  on  their  backs,  which 
they  hide  with  their  wings  whilft  they  are  not  a 
Hying.  In  the  rainy  feafon,  they  dwell  in  prodigi¬ 
ous  numbers  among  the  trees,  and  draw  their  chief 
fuftenance  from  the  blofTom.  There  are  divers 
forts  of  them. 

The  horfe-flies  here  are  a  pernicious  infeft, 
which  fling  mo  ft  furioufly.  They  are  about  two 
inches  broad  and  long,  of  a  brown  colour,  with  a 
yellow  ftreak  along  the  body.  They  build  their 
nefls  very  curioufly  on  the  roof  or  rafters,  as  the 
wafps  do  on  the  fprigs  of  trees :  in  thefe  they  lay 
their  eggs  and  hatch  their  young  ones.  They 
feed  upon  fruits,  and  emit  a  moft  naufeous  fcent 
when  killed, 

The  kakkerlakken  are  fo  called  by  a  corrupted 
name  from  the  Portuguefe.  word  kakalakkas,  be- 
caufe  their  eggs  are  both  in  colour  and  fmoothnefs 
like  to  the  lacca.  They  are  much  of  the  fame 
bignefs  with  the  horfe-flies,  of  a  brown  colour, 
with  two  long  horns  on  the  head.  They  both 
run  and  fly  very  nimbly,  and  are  very  pernicious, 
there  being  no  chefl  or  trunk  fo  flrong  but  they 
will  gnaw  thro’  it.  They  are  alfo  to  be  found  in 
fhips,  tho’  newly  built,  in  their  way  from  Europe, 
efpecially  at  the  time  of  their  paffing  under  the 
line ;  when  the  lice  die,  thefe  begin  to  appear  ; 
and  in  their  return,  as  foon  as  they  are  palled  the 
line  again,  and  the  lice  appear,  thefe  begin  to  va- 
nifti  by  degrees.  They  are  very  pernicious  to 
paper,  linen,  and  woollen  cloaths. 

The  jakalet  is  a  mifehievous  infedl,  but  only  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  houfes,  delighting  in  moift 
ground.  n 

About  Batavia  you  find  a  kind  of  locufls  of  a 
finger’s  length,  but  no  thicker  than  a  pen  or  goofe- 
cpiill,  diflinguifhed  by  divers  joints.  They  walk 
upon  fix  feet,  and  have  two  fmall  horns.  The 

locufls 
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locufls  here  are  however  of  divers  kinds ;  fome  are 
yellow  on  the  belly,  with  brown  wings,  and  two 
horns  on  the  head.  They  can  leap  a  great  way, 
and  fly  together  in  great  numbers.  There  is  ano¬ 
ther  fort  of  the  fame  fhape,  but  green,  and  of  a 
finger’s  length.  Thefe  come  fometimes  in  fuch 
prodigious  {warms,  that  they  darken  the  sky  as 
they  pafs,  and  devoured  in  thole  parts  where 
they  fettle,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  are  often  obliged 
to  change  their  habitations  for  want  of  fullenance, 
as  it  has  happened  frequently  in  China,  and  the 
ille  of  Jajowak. 

The  Miller-drawers  are  fo  called,  becaufe  when 
they  fling  they  raife  Millers.  They  are  of  divers 
forts,'  varying  both  in  colour  and  bignefs,  but  com¬ 
monly  of  the  length  and  breadth  of  a  finger. 
They  have  very  large  eyes,  and  delight  in  marlhy 
places.  They  are  moll  frequent  at  Batavia  in  Oc¬ 
tober  and  November. 

There  is  here  a  kind  of  hornets,  that  have  a 
certain  claw  like  a  pincer  on  the  head,  wherewith 
they  pinch  to  that  degree,  that  they  will  not  let  go 
their  hold,  unlefs  you  cut  off  their  heads.  They 
are  of  divers  forts,  bignefs,  and  fhape,  fome  be¬ 
ing  above  five  five  inches  long,  of  a  dark  brown 
colour.  They  have  double  wings ;  the  upper- 
moll  are  hard,  the  undermoll  foil ;  the  laft  they 
make,  ufe  of  in  Hying,  the  others  being  only  for 
the  defence  of  the  undermoll  ones.  They  feed 
upon  herbs,  and  the  fruits  of  certain  trees,  which 
they  finow  how  to  chufe  among  all  the  rell.  - 

Of  ants  or  pifmires,  there  are  in  [Java,  and 
throughout-  all  the  Indies,  prodigious  quantities  of 
divers  forts.  Some  of  them  are  above  a  finger  in 
length,  of  a  ruddy  colour,  inclining  to  black  ; 
fome  with,  others  without  wings.  They  are  very 
pernicious  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and,  even  in 
the  houses,  fcarce  any  thing  can  be  preferred 
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agalnfl  them  without  a  great  deal  of  care.  It  is 
obfervable,  that  an  ant  meeting  another  with  fome- 
thing  in  her  mouth,  will  give  way  to  her,  if  Ihe  be 
not  loaden  herfelf. 

The  gardens  about  Batavia  are  extremely  pef* 
tered  with  caterpillars  about  five  inches  long, 
with  long  brown  horns  Handing  upright  on. 
their  heads.  The  head  and  whole  body  is  yel- 
lowifh,  but  the  wings  inclining  to  a  green,  fpotted 
with  yellow.  They  feed  upon  herbs  and  leaves* 
like  the  locufts. 

Schrankels  or  knobs  is  an  infe&  that  takes  its 
name  from  the  knotty  compofition  of  its  body, 
which,  as  well  as  the  feet,  is  of  a  pale  green  co¬ 
lour.  It  has  two  fore  legs  covered  with  a  hard 
fhell,  like  a  crab  or  cray-fifh.  It  feems  to  be  a 
kind  of  locuft,  and  feeds  upon  greens,  but  can 
neither  fly  nor  run  very  fafl.  There  is  another 
kind,  with  a  monflrous  head  and  neck,  and  a 
thick  body ;  on  the  hindermofl:  part  of  which  are 
two  fmall  pins  like  thorns.  The  fore-feet  are  in- 
clofed  in  a  hard  fhell,  and  of  a  very  odd  fhape. 
It  has  two  wings,  but  can  fcarce  fly  by  reafon  of 
the  weight  of  its  body. 

There  are  many  forts  of  fpiders  in  the  Indies, 
and  of  a  very  different  fize ;  fome  are  above 
four  inches  long,  and  have  very  thick  legs.  Others 
have  eight  feet,  a  thick  fpeckled  body,  and  round 
head,  with  brown  eyes.  Thefe  have  two  teeth 
bent  like  hooks,  wherewith  they  bite  fiercely. 
Our  author  has  feen  toothpicks  that  have  been 
made  of  their  teeth.  * 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Account  of  the  four  footed  beafis  of  Java  concluded, 

THE  lynx  is  a  fierce  creature,  of  the  bignefs 
of  a  large  dog,  and  in  fhape  feems  to  parti¬ 
cipate  both  of  the  dog  and  cat.  He  is  of  a  brown 
colour,  checquered  with  red,  with  black  dreaks. 
His  tail  is  very  fhort  and  the  ears  very  black.  He 
lives  upon  prey,  and  is  extremely  nimble. 

The  fukotyro,  as  the  Chinefe  call  it,  is  a  very 
odd  Ihaped  bead.  Its  is  of  the  bignefs  of  a  large 
ox,  with  a  fnout  like  a  hog,  two  long  rough  ears, 
and  a  thick  bufhy  tail.  The  eyes  are  placed  up¬ 
right  in  the  head,  quite  different  from  other 
beads.  On  the  fide  of  the  head  next  to  the  eyes, 
(land  two  long  horns  or  rather  teeth,  not  quite  fo 
thick  as  thofe  of  the  elephant.  It  feeds  upon  her¬ 
bage,  and  is  but  feldom  taken. 

On  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  efpecially  in 
the  hie  of  Madagafear,  are  certain  oxen  with  thick 
bunches  upon  their  necks  and  Ihoulders,  which 
being  nothing  but  fat,  is  melted  and  ufed  by  the 
inhabitants  like  butter  ;  but  thefe  oxen  have  notfo 
great  a  quantity  of  fuet  about  their  kidneys  as  ours. 
The  cows  of  this  kind  frequently  bear  two  or 
three  calves  at  a  time. 

The  Macaffar-fox  has  got  his  name  from  the 
ifie  of  Macaffar,  where  he  is  mod:  found.  He  has 
an  exceffive  long  bufhy  tail,  which  dands  upright, 
flat  feet,  long  claws,  and  fhort  ears. 

In  the  ifle  of  Java,  are  divers  forts  of  apes  and 
monkeys,  didinguifhed  by  peculiar  names.  Some 
are  very  fmall,  others  middle-fized,  and  others  as 
big  as  a  boy  of  eight  years  of  age ;  fuch  a  one  our 
author  faw  himfelf  once  at  Batavia.  In  many  parts 
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of  the  Indies,  where  the  inhabitants  think  it  a 
•  crime  to  kill  any  living  creature,  they  multiply  to  a 
prodigious  degree,  and  are  very  tame.  They  live 
for  the  mod:  part  in  woods,  and  feed  upon  fruits. 
Some  are  green,  \Hth  a  long  beard  and  large  eye¬ 
brows,  like  a  man  in  years ;  fome  called  cicatik 
by  the  Indians,  have  long  bufhy  tails  ;  for  which 
reafon,  they  are  reckoned  by  fome  among  the  fox 
kind.  There  is  another  fort  called  faragofe,  with 
long  tails,  which  they  carry  draight  upright.  Ano¬ 
ther  fort  are  called  deaths-heads  by  the  Dutch, 
from  their  pale  faces.  The  Suri  monkeys  are  in 
bignefs  and  fhape  not  unlike  a  fquirrel,  but  of  a 
yellow  colour.  They  have  fliort  and  round  ears, 
large  eyes,  and  a  large  bufhy  tail,  wherewith  they 
can  cover  the  whole  body.  They  can  leap  at  a 
great  didance  from  tree  to  tree,  and  guide  them- 
ielves  with  the  tail  fo  exactly,  that  they  feem  to 
fly.  There  is  a  certain  fort  of  monkey  or  ape, 
not  in  the  lead  mifchievous  :  they  are  no  bigger 
than  a  rat,  but  have  a  long  tail  which  they  carry 
upright.  They  have  a  green,  fort,  and  wooly 
hair,  fomewhat  inclining  to  grey  about  the  eyes, 
and  a  little  white  on  the  feet ;  with  fhort  ears,  a 
fir arp  mouth,  and  brown  nofe,  the  feet  being  like 
thofe  of  an  ape  ;  but  thefe  are  very  fcarce*  Thofe 
called  fanguwyns  are  likewife  of  the  bignefs  of  a 
rat  and  very  nimble.  Their  faces,  heads,  and 
ears  are  black,  and  the  red  of  the  body  of  a  chef- 
nut  colour,  except  that  they  have  fome  dark  yel¬ 
low  hair  along  the  back.  They  have  very  long 
tails,  feed  upon  fruits,  and  are  very  diverting. 

The  pifmire-eater  or  ants  bear  is  fo  called,  be- 
caufe  he  feeds  chiefly  upon  ants.  There  are  three 
feveral  forts  of  them,  the  fir  A  is  of  the  bignefs  of 
a  young  hog,  the  fecond  fomewhat  lefler,  and  the 
third  like  a  cat,  but  longer.  They  are  all  of  a 
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ruddy  colour  like  a  fox,  with  a  long  /harp  mouth, 
fmall  ears,  and  a  head  like  that  of  a  pig. 

Abundance  of  deer  or  flags  are  found  in  the 
forefh  of  the  Indies :  they  are  eafily  to  be  tamed 
here ;  fo  that  they  will  feed  among  the  cattle. 
They  are  generally  red,  fpeckled  with  white,  and 
much  of  the  fame  bignefs  as  ours.  They  have 
farge  ears,  long  legs,  and  are  white  underneath 
the  belly.  The  horns  of  the  male  are  wreathed 
towards  the  head,  and  brown  and  very  hard  to¬ 
wards  the  extremities.  Their  fiefh  is  very  well 
tailed.  With  the  deer-fkins,  a  great  traffic  ufed 
to  be  carried  on  in  the  ifle  of  T ayawan,  whilll  the 
Dutch  were  mailers  of  it ;  who  were  wont  to  take 
many  thoufands  of  them  only  for  their  Ikins  fake, 
which  were  fold  to  the  Japonefe  ;  and  fcarce  to 
preferve  any  part  of  their  fiefh,  except  the  tongue, 
which  is  accounted  a  dainty  here. 

About  Batavia,  and  in  the  woods  of  Java, 
are  abundance  of  iron  pigs  or  porcupines. 
They  grnnt  like  hogs,  and  are  covered  with 
variegated  pens  or  quills,  whence  they  got  their 
name.  They  are  of  different  fizes,  feme  of 
the  bignefs  of  a  large  dog,  but  fomewhat  lon¬ 
ger  and  more  fhort-legged.  They  are  gene¬ 
rally  brown,  with  a  grey  tuft  on  the  head  and  a 
mouth  like  a  hare,  with  two  great  teeth  both  be¬ 
low  and  above,  like  a  horfe,  the  two  fore-feet  like 
thofe  of  a  deer ;  and  the  hindermoll  like  a  bear. 
The  pins  or  pegs  are  very  lharp,  a  foot  long,  and 
checquered  with  black  and  white.  When  they 
are  at  reft,  they  lay  them  clofe  to  the  body,  but  if 
they  are  provoked,  they  can,  by  contracting  them- 
felves,  call  them  forth  with  fuch  ftrength,  that 
they  kill  man  or  beaft ;  thus  fome  years  ago,  a 
dead  lyon  was  found  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
with  a  porcupine’s  pen  flicking  in  his  body,  Where¬ 
with  he  had  doubtlefs  been  killed.  In  the  win¬ 
ter 
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ter  they  retire  into  holes,  where  they  remain  with¬ 
out  either  eating  or  drinking.  They  feed  upon 
herbs  and  roots,  and  call  their  pens  as  other  crea¬ 
tures  do  their  hair.  In  the  Romachs  of  fome  of 
thefe  animals,  grows  a  certain  Rone,  which  by 
reafon  of  its  fudorific  quality,  is  accounted  very 
good  in  pefiilential  fevers  ;  juft  as  the  ftone  found 
in  the  velica  biliaris  or  gall-bladder  of  the  wild 
boar,  is  reputed  the  moR  fovereign  remedy  in 
that  diRemper,  called  morderi  by  the  Javanefe, 
and  as  much  dreaded-  among  them  as  the  plague 
in  Europe,  becaufe  it  commonly  kills  in  a  few 
hours. 

There  are  feveral  forts  of  hogs  in  the  Indies, 
fome  with,  but  the  moR  without  hair.  Hogs  flefb 
is  accounted  wholefomer  and  better  than  beef  or 
mutton,  and  is  by  the  Chinefe  prefcribed  even  for 
fick  perfons.  The  wild  boars  feed  upon  what 
fruits  or  roots  they  can  meet  with,  and  a  confide- 
rable  number  of  them,  were  feen  by  our  author  to 
fwim  crofs  the  water,  in  the  ifle  Din  Ding,  near 
Malacca,  in  fearch  of  provifions. 

In  the  gall-bladder  of  the  Indian  wild  boar, 
grows  a  certain  porous  Rone,  called  thence  piedra 
da  puerco  ;  i.  e.  hog’s  Rone,  by  the  Portuguefe. 
It  is  fudorific,  and  efficacious  in  malignant  diRem- 
pers.  They  Reep  it  in  wine  for  twelve  hours, 
and  give  the  infufion  to  the  patients ;  or  they  give 
the  quantity  of  twenty-five  grains  powdered  in 
wine.-  Women  with  child  muR  be  cautious  of  it, 
becaufe  it  makes  them  mifcarry,  it  being  a  general 
opinion  among  the  Malayan  women,  that  they  can 
procure  their  monthly  terms  with  only  holding  this 
Rone  in  their  hands. 

The  Javanefe  fhgep  are  much  of  the  fame  big- 
nefs  as  ours,  fome  being  white,  others  pyed, 
white  and  red,  with  Riort  legs,  and  little  or  no 
wool.  Their  meat  is  not  fa  good  as  the  Euro* 
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pean  mutton,  pork  being  much  preferred  before  it 
here.  The  fheep  have  fometimes  teats  hanging 
below  their  throats  like  fome  of  our  hogs ;  others 
have  fuch  long  ears,  that  you  may  tie  them  toge¬ 
ther  underneath  the  throat.  Others  have  tails  of 
twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  pounds,  being  one  lump 
of  fat,  which  eats  beft  boiled.  Some  have  plain 
hair  like  our  goats,  others  a  curled  wool,  like  our 
jfheep,  and  are  milked  like  cows. 

The  goats  here  are  not  near  fo  big  as  the  fheep, 
nor  is  their  flefh  fo  well  tafted ;  tho’  the  kids  in 
fome  parts  of  the  Indies  afford  excellent  good 
meat.  Some  are  white,  fome  pyed,  and  have  ge¬ 
nerally  long  hair.  Others  have  very  long  ears, 
and  horns  handing  upright  on  the  head.  In  fome 
places,  they  bear  three  or  four  young  ones  at  a 
time.  They  make  cheefe  of  their  milk. 

The  bouffles  are  bulkier  and  hronger  than  an 
ordinary  ox.  They  have  no  hair,  their  flefh  is 
very  good,  but  not  fo  juicy  nor  fo  digeflible  as 
beef ;  for  which  reafon  it  is  moA  ufe-d  among  the 
Haves  and  other  labouring  people.  Their  horns 
lie  clofe  to  the  head,  fome  of  them  are  black, 
and,  when  polifhed,  are  converted  to  feveral  ufe- 
ful  purpofes.  The  tame  boufHes  are  ufed  in 
the  fu gar-mills,  plough,  and  cart.  They  guide 
them  by  means  of  a  chain  drawn  thro’  their  nof- 
triis.  Their  milk  is  accounted  very  wholefome. 
The  wild  bouliles  that  live  in  the  forefh  are  very 
fierce,  and  not  eafy  to  be  taken. 

Many  places  of  the  Indies  afford  oxen  and  cows, 
the  flefh  whereof,  as  well  as  the  milk  and  butter. 
Is  very  good  *,  fome  are  red,  others  white,  others 
pyed,  and  of  feveral  colours.  Some  have  horns 
Handing  upright  on  the  head,  others  crooked 
horns  like  ours  ;  and  others  long  ears  hanging 
downwards.  However,  the  beef  is  much  better 
in  fome  places  than  in  others.  It  is  generally 
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eaten  frefh,  becaufe  it  will  fcarce  take  fait'  well  in 
this  hot  climate,  and  is  not  to  be  kept  above"  three 
or  four  days.  They  bring  a  certain  kind  of  oxen 
from  Suratte  to  Batavia,  not  much  bigger  than  a 
large  dog,  which  looks  very  fierce ;  neverthelefs, 
they  are  ufed  in  fmall  carts  to  draw  children,  and 
fometimes  merchant’s  goods. 

The  horfes  here  are  of  different  forts  and  co¬ 
lours,  fome  black,  others  of  a  chefnut  colour, 
and  others  white  and  grey.  The  Javanefe  horfes 
are  not  very  tall,  but  thick  and  well  fet,  like  the 
Norwegian  or  Weftphalian  horfes,  very  firongand 
hardy;  but  are  not  near  fo  high  fpirited  ^as  the 
Perfian  horfes,  that  are  tranfported  from  Suratte 
to  Batavia,  and  excel  all  the  reft  in  fwiftnefs, 
courage,  and  beauty.  The  Indians  fight  for  the 
moil:  part  on  foot,  and  preferve  their  horfes  for 
the  draught  and  travelling. 

Thus  much  of  the  iile  of  Java,  and  city  of  Ba¬ 
tavia.  We  will  now  proceed  to  give  an  account 
of  our  author’s  third  and  lait  voyage  to  the  Bail 
Indies.. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

Mr,  "John  Nieuh  off's  laji  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indict* 

and  his  death . 

MR.  John  Nieuhoff  having  embarked  on  board 
a  fhip  in  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company’s 
fervice,  called  the  Arrow,  they  pafTed  by  the 
French  coaft  the  x8th  of  December,  and  eaft  an¬ 
chor  in  the  Table-Bay  April  the  8th,  1672. 
Here  they  met  with  feventeen  vefTels,  thirteen  of 
which  were  bound  from  the  Eaft  Indies  for  Hol¬ 
land,  and  accordingly  fet  fail  the  24th.  The  Ar¬ 
row  had  on  board  a  large  fnaloop  or  boat,  which 
being  taken  to  pieces  before  they  left  Amflerdam, 
was  now  fet  together  again  for  its  more  convenient 
paffage  along  the  fhore  of  Sofala,  Mofambique, 
and  the  ifland  of  Majotte. 

In  this  fhaloop,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  the  Bow,  they  embarked,  and  in  company  of 
the  Arrow,  profecuted  their  voyage  towards  the 
ifle  of  Madagafcar,  which  they  got  firft  fight  of 
the  20th.  They  kept  along  the  coaff,  which  was 
high  and  rocky,  and  near  a  large  point  of  land;, 
found  twenty  fathom  water,  at  a  league’s  diflance 
from  the  fhore.  They  were  then  in  twenty-four 
degrees,  and  being  by  reafon  of  the  land 'wind, 
obliged  to  advance  fometimes  nearer  the  fhore, 
fome times  to  keep  at  fea,  they  at  laft  eaft  anchor 
in  thirty  fathom.  Three  leagues  from  the  lhore 
they  could  find  no  bottom.  The  bow  afterwards 
followed  the  Arrow,  but  kept  clofer  to  the  fhore. 

The  2 2d,  they  difeovered  a  fmall  ifle  not  above 
half  a  league  from  the  fhore,  where  the  Arrow 
came  to  anchor  in  feventeen  fathom.  They  went 
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a  fifhing,  and  brought  back  along  with  them  two 
canoes  belonging  to  the  inhabitants,  laden  with 
coco-nuts  and  water-lemons.  The  Bow  having 
failed  before,  and  come  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of 
St.  Auflen,  near  a  fmall  ifle,  the  Arrow  followed 
her  thither,  and  found  at  the  mouth  of  the  fiver 
two  white  points  of  land  jetting  out  into  thefea. 

The  inhabitants  brought  fome  fruits  aboard 
them,  and  Mr.  Hugo  and  Mr.  Nieuhoff  went 
afhore  the  next  day,  to  fee  whether  they  could 
traffic  with  them  ;  but  could  only  exchange  a  few 
Haves.  However,  Mr.  Nieuhoff  catched  abun¬ 
dance  of  fifh  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  2d  of  July,  the  Bow  failed  within  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  refit,  having  received  fome 
damage.  They  endeavoured  to  catch  fome  tor- 
toifes,  but  could  not  take  any.  About  noon,  the 
captain  of  the  Madagafcarians  came  on  board  to 
exchange  fome  flaves ;  and  on  the  7th,  the  Bow, 
in  which  was  Mr.  Nieuhoff,  and  the  Arrow  fepa- 
rated,  the  firff  fome  leagues  to  the  north,  but 
were  to  meet  again  at  the  ifland  of  Majotte ;  which 
they  did  foon  after,  and  on  the  15  th  of  Auguft, 
entered  a  river  near  the  illes  of  Makandarie  and 
Magalagie,  where  they  met  a  boat,  from  which 
they  got  fome  pullets,  and  were  informed  that 
provifions  were  plenty  farther  north.  On  the  24th, 
Mr.  Nieuhoff  failed  in  the  Bow,  up  the  river  Me- 
gelagie,  where  he  faw  feveral  Moorifh  fhips,  and 
an  Englifh  veffel  with  flaves  on  board,  bound  to 
Barbadoes. 

On  the  3 iff,  he  carried  afhore  with  him  feveral 
commodities,  with  a  view  of  trafficking,  but  could 
make  no  bargains,  the  people  holding  up  the  price 
of  flaves  very  high,  and  feemingto  make  light  of  his 
wares.  In  two  days  after,  he  endeavoured  to  fell 
them  fome  cloves,  of  which  purcfiafe,  the  king 
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had  feemed  defirous ;  his  mind,  however,  was  now 
changed,  and  the  natives  having  fpitefully  flirred 
up  the  ponds  whence  they  were  wont  to  bring 
their  frelh  water,  which,  by  this  piece  of  malice, 
was  rendered  muddy  and  unfit  for  ufe ;  our  au¬ 
thor  quitted  this  part  of  the  river  and  caff  anchor 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  bay,  where  he  made  a 
purchafe  of  twenty-two  flaves,  feveral  fheep,  cows, 
and  other  provifions ;  he  was  alfo  fupplied  with 
plenty  of  good  water,  being  refolved  to  proceed 
thirty  or  forty  leagues  farther  north  ;  they  left  this 
place  September  the  2  2d,  and  found  themfelves  on 
the  29th,  off  Conquifo,  near  which  lie  five  ifiands 
in  latitude  thirteen  degrees  thirteen  minutes,  the 
middlemofl  of  thefe  ifiands  may  be  feen  far  off  at 
fea. 

It  was  here  that  feme  fifhermen  having  pointed 
out  to  Mr.  Nieuhoff  the  refidence  of  the  king,  he 
v/ent  afhore  in  the  bay  of  Antegoa,  by  fome  called 
Murderer’s  bay,  carrying  with  him  fome  goods 
to  trade  *,  but  as  he  never  was  heard  of  afterwards, 
it  is  fuppofed  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  barbarity  of 
the  natives.  The  Bow,  which  was  the  vefiel  that 
had  landed  him  there,  waited  three  days  for  him 
upon  the  coafi,  without  having  received  the  final- 
lefl  intelligence  relative  to  him  or  his  company. 

After  this  lors,  which  every  perfon  in  the  inte- 
refl  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  company  had  reafon 
to  regret,  the  Bow  and  Arrow  fleered  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  their  crews,  in  their  pafiage, 
having  been  reduced  to  the  greatefl  extremity,  - 
their  allowance  being  for  fometime  only  one  fpoon- 
ful  of  rice  for  every  man  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Thefe  veffels  were  -  but  coldly  received  on  their  ar¬ 
rival  at  the  Cape,  and  the  mailer  of  the  Bow  was 
difcarded,  becaufe  he  had  not  flaid  longer  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  Mr,  Nieuhoff’s  return  than  he  had 
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done.  And  the  fame  fhip  was  difpatched  again 
thither  to  inquire  after  him,  but  the  crew  having 
mutinied,  difplaced  their  commander,  fold  the  vef- 
fel  to  the  French  at  Mofambique,  and  made  their 
efcape. 

At  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Henry  NieuhofF,  brother 
to  our  author,  the  directors  of  the  chamber  of 
Amfterdam  ordered  a  vefTel  to  fail  for  the  place 
where  that  unfortunate  gentleman  went  afhore, 
purpofely  to  inquire  after  him  5  the  mafter  of 
which  fh.ip  returned  to  the  Cape,  after  an  abfence 
of  five  months  and  eighteen  days,  with  a  cargo  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  flaves,  of  which  he  had 
made  a  purchafe ;  he  reported  to  the  company  that 
he  had  had  a  conference  with  the  king  of  that 
place,  who  declared  himfelf  utterly  ignorant  of 
Mr.  NieuhofF ’s  fate  ;  and  who  was  even  a  flranger 
to  that  gentleman’s  having  been  once  afhore  in  his 
dominions  ;  fo  that  nothing  is  more  probable  than 
that  he  was  mafTacred  upon  his  firfl  landing  here. 
Mr.  NieuhofF  was  certainly  worthy  of  a  better 
fate  ;  for  in  his  private  dealings,  he  was  exa&  and 
honourable ;  and  as  a  fervant  to  the  Eaff  India 
company,  always  manifeffed  a  care  and  integrity 
that  endeared  him  to  every  body  who  knew  him. 
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